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Japanese 
From Zero! 

 

Welcome to Book 4 in the "Japanese From Zero!" series (JFZ). Congratulations on sticking to 
your learning! Coming this far is something to be proud of! 

Any student reading this book should already be able to read and write all of the hiragana, 
katakana, and the first 80 kanji taught in Japanese schools and book 3 of the JFZ series.  
It's okay if you have to look up a character from time to time.  

Try not to be hard on yourself for occasionally forgetting some of the words you have learned.  
It happens to the best speakers, including myself, that a common word slips the mind.  
Even after over 20 years of interpreting and teaching Japanese, I find that the brain works in 
mysterious ways! Remember that no matter how much you study you will forget some of what 
you have learned.  

The more that you speak and use your Japanese the more it will become a part of you. There 
will be days when you impress yourself with your ability, and days when you wonder if you can 
speak any Japanese at all. If you have come this far, you CAN speak Japanese. 

 

This question, "When will I be fluent?", is on the mind of many students studying any language. 
Becoming fluent isn't like a marathon where at the end of the race you pass the finish line and 
declare "I am fluent!". 

It's more like coloring in a coloring book. Little by little you add color and before you know it 
you have a completely colored page in your book. The reality is that a good portion of your 
coloring book has color in it. If fact, you are ALREADY fluent in certain pockets of Japanese. 

If you have introduced yourself in Japanese and can do it now without much thought, then you 
are fluent in Japanese introductions. If you can recall Japanese colors without much effort then 
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you are fluent in Japanese colors. The more subject areas you are able to talk about then the 
more "pockets" of fluency you add. 

When I first did interpreting work for a radiation cancer treatment company I certainly wasn't 
fluent in that pocket of Japanese. After learning some new words, and learning how the 
process works I became fluent in radiation treatment and for the last 8 years I have had 
constant work from this company. 

For the rest of your learning carrier you will be adding to your pockets of fluency. The order 
and timing of each of the pockets you learn will be different for each student. It all boils down to 
your interests and the opportunities you have in each pocket. 

So to directly answer the question "When will I be fluent?", the answer is "You already are." 

 

As you study Japanese, you undoubtedly will use many sources to study, from books, to 
teachers, to internet sources, to people you meet in Japan. Many students are distressed to 
find inconsistencies between sources.  

The reality is that EVERY book and learning material is written by a person or group of people. 
And as you know, people have different opinions. Much of language learning is concrete, after 
all in Japanese “a cat” will always be  and “a dog” will always be . But the way 

concepts are explained are 100% subjective to the teacher. 

The way "Japanese From Zero!" teaches one concept will certainly be different from some 
other sources. This is normal and to be expected with any source of learning material. I 
encourage everyone to pick up other books and hop online to see what other Japanese 
language students are saying about the topic you are learning at the moment. In most cases 
you will be helped by hearing another opinion on that topic. 
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two (2)

four (4)

five (5)

six (6)

seven (7)

eight (8)

nine (9)

ten (10)

one hundred (100)

one thousand (1,000)

day

moon, month

fire

water

tree, wood

gold, metal

soil, dirt, earth (not planet)

break, rest

up, above

down, below

left

right
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big

middle, inside

small

yen, circle

people, person

eye

ear

mouth, opening

hand

foot, feet

power

stand

 boy, man

girl, woman

child

life, raw, birth

heaven, sky

sky, emptiness

spirit, mood

rain

mountain

river

woods, forest

forest

stone

flower

dog

insect

town

village
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rice field

evening

red

blue

white

see, watch

exit

enter, go in

previous, precedence

early

book, main

sentence

name

character, hand writing

learn

-school

correct, regular

year

royal

sound

thread

car, wheel

shell

coin, ball, sphere

grass

bamboo 
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Know how to read kanji 1-80 (1st grade educational 

kanji) from Japanese From Zero! book  3,  hiragana 
and katakana. 

2.  Have an understanding of basic verb conjugation 
and Japanese conversation covered in Japanese 
From Zero! books 1-3. 

 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn some of the common "respectful" form of the 

verbs. 
2.  Learn some quick ways to sound more polite in 

Japanese. 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  Remember that at a minimum you should be polite 

and use the  forms of verbs. Only when you are 

very familiar with the person you are talking with 
should you use casual language. 

 

1
Lesson Highlights 
 
1-1. Using  to 

be more polite 
 
 
1-2. The  word 

group 
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1 
  
In this series so far, we have avoided teaching formal Japanese, also called  ( ).   

In everyday Japan there are times where  is appropriate and expected. However, as a  

 (foreigner) or  for short, you are not held to the same expectations.  

As long as your Japanese is "polite" with people you don't know or your superiors at work and 
school, then you won't be considered rude. By "polite Japanese" I mean using  instead of 

 and  instead of the informal forms of verbs. It's that simple.  

 
In my 20 years of speaking Japanese I can honestly tell you that I only use  when  

absolutely neccessary. Everyone will have a different opinion, but it's my firm opinion that 

, while important, is not key to your success in Japanese.  This lesson will serve as a crash 

course in  so you aren't caught off guard when you hear it. 

1 

   where, which and who (polite) 

   this, here, this person (polite) 

   that, there, that person (polite) 

   that over there, over there,  
   that person over there (polite) 

   in the store 

   historical play; period drama 

   order; request 

   order; request (polite) 

   double cheesburger 

   ice tea 

   take out, to go 

   last name (in the bamboo) 

   home, residence 
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  knowing, having knowledge of 

  polite version of  meaning 
  "Mr., Miss, Mrs." 

  person (polite) 

  all 

  everyone 

  seat 

  presently, right now 

  hedgehog 
 
 
 

1 

 
There are few quick ways to be more polite in Japanese without overloading up on new 
grammar. One way is to use  instead of  when asking questions. 

1.         
 How much is this car? 
 
2.        
 Is this cat yours? 
 

3.       
 Where is the west exit? 
 
4.       
 Is that person your father? 
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You can also add  after adjectives and  adjectives to be more polite. 

1.        
 Is your home far? 

2.   
 Is sushi expensive? 

3.       
 Which are cuter, dogs or cats? 

4.     
 Is this cup clean? 

5.      
 Is it alright if I sit in this seat? 

You can also add  after verbs. For informal forms make sure you add  

 before . You do not need  with polite forms such as  

1.      
 Does this train go to Osaka? 

   
 Yes, it goes to Osaka. 

   
 No, it doesn't go to Osaka. 

.       
 Since when have you been studying Japanese? 
 

   
 I have been studying since last year. 
 

  
 From 2 years ago. 
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I like to think the  word group is "magical" because it's used as the polite versions for 

four different word groups learned in prior books. Here are the words this group replaces: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example Q&A (polite for  or  word groups) 

1.      
 Which do you like, red or blue? 

 
   
 I like red more. 
 
   
 I don't like either. 
 
 

2.       
 Which dog do you think is the cutest? 

 

    
 That white and brown dog is the cutest. 
 
    
 I think they are all cute. 
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Example Q&A (polite for  word group) 

1.     
 Where is Takenaka's bicycle? 

 
   
 It's over there. 
 

   
 It's the white one over there. 
 

2.      
 Where is Tanaka-san's desk. 

 
  
 It's this one. / It's here. 
 

    
 It's next to Kobayashi-san's desk. 
 
 

When using  to be polite for the  word group, you must add  to the  

word. 

  
Example Q&A (polite for  word group) 

1.    
 Which car is fast? 
 

   
 Toyota's are fast. 
 
    
 I think that red Honda is fast. 
 
   
 Both of them, are not fast. 
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When using  to be polite for , it is even more polite if you say   

 
Example Q&A (polite for ) 
1.   
 Who are you? 
 

  
 I'm George. 
 

   
 I'm Takenaka-san's friend. 

 
 

1 
 
1.     
 They are presently away from their desk (seat). 

This is a common phrase used on the phone when calling to talk to a particular 
person at a company. The  conjugation is common in formal / polite 
speech. 

 
You should NEVER use polite verbs when referring to yourself and in many cases you should 
consider people in your company or school as "yourself" when talking to another company or 
group. 
 

1  

 to come, to go, to be    

 to eat, to drink   regular 

 to see    regular 

 to say    

 to do, to play    

 to have, to exist  (not used)   
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1 
In prior books we have introduced 4 types of verbs: 

1. Regular 2.  

3.  exception 4. Irregular 

In this lesson the  verb type is introduced. This verb type is a unique type that is only 

found in the respectful verbs. The good news is there are only a very small amount of this type 
of verb.  

The final  of an  verb type is changed to  and then the appropriate ending is added. 

As for the informal forms for the  verb type you simply treat that as any other regular verb. 

Let's look at how the  verbs in this lesson are conjugated: 

 

1.   (informal future negative) 

 The president will not come tomorrow. 

 

2.     (polite past positive) 

 When you went to Japan what did you do? 

 

3.    (informal past positive) 

 What did the teacher say yesterday? 
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This is probably the most commonly used formal Japanese, and you will certainly hear it 
everyday in Japan.  is the  version of (to go), (to come), and 

 ) to be).  

A:      

B:   

A:   

B:    

A:    

 

A: The next meeting will be tomorrow at 8 o'clock. 

B: Will the president be there? 

A: Yes, (she) will be there until 10 o'clock. 

B: What time will she (come in / be in) the day after tomorrow? 

A: She will be in at 10 AM. 
 

 A:  

 B:   

 A:   

 

 A: Hello, this is Takenaka. 

 B: Is this Takenaka Yukari? 

 A: She is presently not at her desk. 
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 is the  version of  (to eat) and  (to drink). In Japan when 

ordering from a fast food place you will most likely be asked: 

 

  
Will you be eating in the store? 

 
Other than this usage you might not hear this often. However, if you watch  

(Japanese historical plays or drama) you will hear much more of formal Japanese 

 

1. A:  

 B:   

 A:   

 B:  

 

 A: Welcome! Your order please. 

 B: A double cheeseburger and a large ice tea please. 

 A: Will you be eating in the store? 

 B: No, it's take out. 

 
  is a the  verb that replaces  (to see). Remember you never want 

to use   when referring to yourself, even if it was asked of you, you should 

reply with . 

 

 A:   

 B:   

 A:   

 B:   
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 A: Did you see a movie yesterday? 
 B: No, I didn't see (one). 
 A: When will you see it? 
 B: I will watch (one) tomorrow with a friend. 
 
 

 
 is the  version of  (to say).  

 

1.   

 What did you say? 

2.    

 The teacher said they weren't coming tomorrow. 

3.     

 The company president said there was a meeting at 3 o'clock. 

4.     

 When did Mrs. Yamada say that she would be coming? 

It's VERY common that you will hear the phrase  in polite 

conversation. It simply means "It's exactly as you have stated." It's a polite way to tell 

someone you agree with them. 

 
    

It's just as Tanaka says. It's just as Tanaka says. 

 A:     

 B:   

 A:  

 C:   

 A:   
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 A: What is this animal called? 

 B: Is it a giraffe? 

 A: No, it's not. 

 C: Is it a hedgehog? 

 A: It's just as you stated! (exactly) 

  
 is the respectful verb that replaces . So any verb that is created with  will 

use  instead in the respectful form. 

 

1.    

 What will you do tomorrow? 

2.   

 What did you do yesterday? 

Remember that even if someone asks you a question with a respectful verb that you should 

NEVER use those same respectful verbs when talking about yourself or someone in your 

group. Look at the following conversations and notice that when responding to questions 

with respectful verbs the responses are all using the standard forms. 

 A:     

 B:   

 A: Since when have you been studying English? 

 B: I have been studying since when I was in elementary school. 

 A:    

 B:    

 A: What will you be ordering? 

 B: Three ice teas please. 



19

 A:    

 B:     

 A: In one week about how much soccer do you play? 

 B: I practice about 3 hours a day. 

  
 is the respectful verb that replaces . As with all the other respectful verbs 

remember that you shouldn't use any respectful verb when talking about yourself. 

 A:  

 B:  

 A: Do you have a fork? 

 B: Yes we do (have). 

 A:    

 B:   

 A:      

 B:   

 A: Does this zoo have a restroom? 

 B: Yes, there are 2. 

 A: Where is the closest restroom? 

 B: Next to the hedgehogs. 
 

 is polite for  and both of these mean "it is" and are the same as saying 

 but have more impact than  and sounds more authoritative and factual. The 

negative form of  adds in the topic marker  for stress . 
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1.    2.    

 This is a hedgehog.   What is that over there? 

 

3.     

 This is not your book. 

1 
 
Is rude Japanese always rude? 
The rules for Japanese are fairly simple. When you don't know someone, then you should be 
polite. In most cases after you are familiar with someone you can drop the formalities. But 
even in the case of familiar people there is a certain level of "niceness" that is maintained.  
The exception to this rule is when you are talking with family and close friends. This is the rare 
occasion when rude / abrupt Japanese isn't necessarily rude. 
 
 

1 

A:  

B:  

A:  

B:  
 
A: Have you decided on your order? 
B: A double cheeseburger please. 
A: What you will have for your drink? 
B: An ice tea please. 
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A:  

B:  

A:  

 
A: When will the president be coming to the new store? 
B: Tomorrow morning. (He) will look inside the store and then return to Tokyo. 
A: (He) sure is busy. 
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1 kanji 81-86
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Throughout this book you will see small hiragana characters above kanji words just like it 
shows below. These are commonly referred to as . 

 is commonly used when the reading of the kanji is unusual or difficult. Also you 

will see  in   (comic books) and books targeted for elementary school 

students.  

 
The hiragana that follows the kanji of a verb is referred to as . 
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Write the following words using the kanji that you just learned.  

 

          

to pull 
 

          

gravity 
 

          

a rain cloud 
 

          

far 
 

          

an excursion 
 

          

an outing 
 

          

what month? 
 

          

what day of the month? 
 

          

science 
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subject 
 

         

summer vacation 
 

          

middle of summer 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. Then write the 

English translation on the line below. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___ ___  

   
 

2. ___ ___  ___ ___   

   

 

3.  ___ ___   
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4.  ___  ___  

   
 

5. ___ ___  ___ ___   

   
 
 

6. ___ ___ ___  ___  

   
 

 

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). Don't worry if you 

can't write these words. Recognition is the goal for these words. 

kanji money car yen 
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Japan Japanese (language) Japanese (person) please 

 
Even though it is very common for months to be written using standard numbers, 1   2    

3  etc. In order to increase your kanji recognition, we will continue to use the kanji 

numbers. From this point forward all months will be written in kanji only. 
 

January February March April 
 

May June July August 
 

September October November December 

 
The generic counter from this point forward will only be written in kanji. 

 

one (things) two (things) three (things) four (things) 
 

five (things) six (things) seven (things) eight (things) 
 

five (things) ten (things) eleven (things) twelve (things) 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.  
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn a common way of saying "only". 
2.  Learn the small and large machine counters. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  If a word uses kanji taught in a prior lesson or book 

in this series, only the first appearance of the word 
will have . 

2. Try not to confuse the two counters introduced in 
this lesson. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
2-7. Owning something 
 
 
2-12. Machine counter 
  
 
 
2-13. Machine / 

airplane counter   
 
 
2-14. Saying "only" 

using  
 
2-15. Saying "no" 

without being rude 

2
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2 

  oneself, myself

    socks

  even now

  umph!, heave ho 

   get along

  account (internet account) 

  website

  all-nighter, sleepless night

  electronic dictionary

  iPhone

  Android

  smart phone

2 

There really isn't an equivalent English word that can replace , because it can be

used to refer to yourself and to other people. Watch how the meaning of  changes

depending on the context of the sentence.

1.  
Please think about it yourself.

2.  
I will do it by myself.

3.    
I feel sorry for my friend because she doesn't have her own room.
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 is pretty straight forward in its use. You just place it in front of the phrase. Like its 

English equivalent, it implies that something hasn't changed, "even now". 

 

 

1.      
 I get along well with Mr. Tanaka even now. 
 

2.       
 Even now, Mrs. Takeda likes strawberry juice. 
 
3.      
 Mr. Smith is studying kanji even now. 
 
 
 
 

2  

  smelly, bad smelling adjective 

  heavy adjective 

  light (weight) adjective 

  
  necessary, needed  adjective 

  so sad, pitiful  adjective 

 



34

2 

As a rule, you always want to be polite to people above you in social status, such as the 
president of a company, your boss, your teacher, and even a classmate in an upper grade. 
However, when speaking about someone in your inner circle, such as someone in your 
company, to someone in another company then you do not have to be polite about them. It is 
in fact more polite to the person in the outer circle if you are less polite with the people in your 
group. You can drop the  from their last name and not use polite verbs. 

2  

 
Look at some of the examples below to see how can be used. 

1.        
 How much money is needed? 
 
       
 Money is not needed. 
 

   
 A 1000 yen is needed. 
 
 
2.        
 Do you need need shoes? 
 
      
 No, I don’t need them. 

    
 Yes, I need them. 
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3.        
 I want to buy carrots and eggs.  
 
        
 Buy the things you need. 
 
4.        
 What else do you need?  
 
        
 I need paper and a pencil.  
 
      
 I don’t need anything. 
 
 
 

 
You will hear  quite often when speaking about sad events. It is used as a word 

of compassion when hearing of an unfortunate event or situation. 

   



36

2  

 to hold, have, carry   regular 

 to have enough of   /  

 to make, to build   regular 

 to recall, to remember   regular 

 to pull an all-nighter    

 to use   regular 

2  

 
The item that you have, are carrying, or holding is "marked" with the  particle. In the 

Japanese From Zero! series we say "marked" to mean "attached" or "following" a word. 

In Japanese grammar you can often move words around in a sentence AS LONG as you 

keep the particle attached. In examples 1 and 2 below the word order has been changed 

but notice that the particles are still attached to the their words.  

 
1.     
 My friend is going to Tokyo in January. 
 
2.     
 In January my friend is going to Tokyo. 

 
In most cases, counters (amounts) are not followed by a particle.  is commonly used to 

say "I have a certain number of items" such as I have 3 cars." or "He has 9 hats."  

For example, let's say you have 5 items such as a bottle or some other cylindrical object.  
You would say: 5 ( ) You would NEVER say 5   

The object marker  should ALWAYS following the item and not the amount.  



37

1.  5      

 I have 5 pencils. 

2.  5    

 I have 5 pens. 

3.  5      

 I have 5 toothbrushes.  

4.  5      

 I have 5 cars. 
 
 

 
Did you notice that all of the sentences in the prior examples are in the  verb form? 

This form is used because you are "holding" the items being discussed.  

Even if you aren't actually holding something at the moment, if you are saying that you 
"own" something then you must use the  form because you "currently" own these 

items. 

For items owned in the past that you no longer own you would say  

 (thing)   
to hold, have, own, carry a (thing) 

 1.  Do you have money? 
    Yes, I have $50,000.  
   
 2.   Do you own a car?  
    Yes, I own three.  
 
 (notice that there is no  after  and  since they are units and counters ) 
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1. A:   This TV is heavy!  

 B:  Shall I carry it?  

 A:  Please.  

2. A:   Please hold these.  

 B:  What are they?  

 A:    They're my smelly socks.  

 B:  I don't want to hold them! 

3. A: iPod   Do you have an iPod?  

 B:   Yes, I bought it last year. You? 

 A:  2   I have 2.  

 B:   Wow! 

 
 

 
 marks the item that there is enough of unless  is being used for stress. 

(thing)   
to have enough of (thing) 

1.    
 Is there enough money?  

  
 No, there is not enough.  

   
 Yes, there is enough. 

     
 No, I need 300 yen more. 
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2.   
 What happened?  
 

     
 There is a test tomorrow, but I don't have enough time! 
 

   
 I am busy at work because there aren't enough staff.  

3.    
 How are the party preparations? 
 
     
 There aren’t enough plates. We need 3 more.  
 
    
 There are enough forks, but not enough spoons. 
 

Particle  is used when marking an amount when asking if the amount is “sufficient” or 

“enough” to accomplish the task a hand, whatever that might be. In the example Q&A watch 
how the new adjective  is used in combination with . 

(amount / thing)   
(amount / thing) is sufficient OR enough 

 

1.     
 Is 1000 yen enough?  

    
 Yes, 1000 yen is enough. 

    
 Yes, 1000 yen is fine. 

   
 No, you need 1500 yen.  
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2.    
 How much is needed? Is 250 yen enough?  

  
 Yes, it’s enough.  

   
 Another 50 yen is needed. 

3.    
 Is 2 enough? 

   
 No, 2 isn’t enough.  

   
 Yes, 2 is enough.    

 
 

 
The item that is being made is marked with . 

(thing)   
to make a (thing) 

1.    
 I want to make a lot of friends. 
 
2.    
 I will make a cake today. 
 

3.   FaceBook   
 Right now Mr. Yamada is making a FaceBook account. 
 

4.     
 In July of last  year our company made a new website. 
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The item that is being recalled is marked with . This "remember" is always to "recall" 

something that has already been remembered. It is NOT used to refer to memorizing or 

remembering something new. 

(someone, something)   
to remember (someone, something) 

1.     

 I often recall my grandfather. 

2.     

 Please remember (recall) his name. 

3.      

 I don't want to recall yesterday's birthday party. 
 
4.   

 I can't recall that kanji!  
 

 
The item that is being used is marked with .  

(something)   
to use (something) 

1.    
 I used my friend's car. 
 
2.    
 When you drink milk do you use a straw? 
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3.    
 Which do you use, a pen or a pencil? 
 
4.     
 Please don't use ketchup on steak. 
 
5.      
  Do you use chopsticks when you eat sushi?  

2  

 
When counting computers, TV's, trucks, automobiles, and most electrical appliances,  
the counter is used. 

How many?   
1 

 
 

2 
 

 

3 
 

 

4 
 

 

5 
 

 
6 

 
 

7 
 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 

 

10 
 

 

1.     
 How many cars do you own? 
 
2.      
 My friend owns five television sets. 
 

3.     
 There are 100 cars in the parking lot.  
 
4.       
 I have 3 iPhones. I also have 3 Androids. 
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For really big machines, such as airplanes, the  counter is used. 

1.      
 I saw three big airplanes today. 
 
2.     
 America had 5 space shuttles. 

2  

 
There is no English equivalent for , and using it can be very confusing at first, but it is 

very common in Japanese. can be thought to mean "with the exception of," or "only."   

It must always be accompanied with a negative verb. Look at the examples below. 

1.    I only have $1.00. 

2.     I only have yen. 

3.     My grandfather will only eat sushi. 

4.     He only understands Japanese. 

5.    There was only one left. 

6.  4    Only 4 people can ride in this car. 
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7.    The only thing to do is buy a new one. 

8.     For me there is only you. 
 
9.      
 My only option is to go to Tokyo by bullet train tomorrow. 
 
10.      
 Because there aren’t enough beds, my only option is to sleep on the sofa. 
 
 

 
If you want to be successful in Japanese society you have to learn how to be tactful.  

You can't just tell someone "no" to a request. You must learn how to say "no" without 

actually saying "no". This is accomplished by being vague, dropping hints, misdirecting, 

using excuses, and of course, actual reasons why something can't be done. Let's run 

through each method one by one. Once you understand the methods, for certain you will 

realize that they have been used on you or you have seen them in a Japanese TV Drama 

etc.  

The most interesting method of refusal to answer a question or to turn someone's request 
down is by using the word . There is really nothing else required. You must make 

sure however that is said with the correct inflection and look on your face.  

It is said in a sort of trailing off way and your face will look slightly troubled.  You will know it 

when you see it. Most Japanese people will understand that this means "no" and will not 

push any further. If they do push further then you can try other methods.  

If you feel a request coming that you want to avoid, then you can always drop subtle hints 
such as "I am so tired today" prior to the request. Anything that will help 

you with turning the request down will work. Japanese people most of the time will pick up 

on this and not even make the request. This of course is taking advantage of Japanese 
people's good nature. They really look out for other people's interest and don't want to 

"to burden" anyone.  
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This is close to lying. But there just are those times when people won't catch the hints or 

vagueness of your answers so you will have to give absolute reasons as to why you can't 

do their request. In America we can just say, "I don't want to do it." but Japanese tend to be 
less direct so giving a reason like "I have an appointment with a friend" 

will really do the trick. You don't actually have to have a  (promise) 

with your friend but this will work just about 100% of the time. If this doesn't work then the 

person you are talking to might not be Japanese!  

Of course you can always tell them real reasons why something can't be done. This is 

pretty obvious, but if you have work at 4 o'clock and they want to have dinner with you, you 
can simply tell them , "I have work at 4."  

The bottom line is that you don't want to be direct.  You don't want to tell them "no" if you 

can avoid it. One example of Japanese vagueness and unwillingness to say no is the 

situation in which someone likes someone and perhaps they ask the person very directly   
, "Do you like me?"  A really nice answer to this is 

which means, "I don't dislike you."  (NOTE:  usage is taught in lesson 3) 

This answer doesn't make the person feel bad, yet indirectly says, “I don't like you”.  

Now let's look at some sentences that skillfully refuse someone's request. 

 A:     

 B:    

 A:   

 B:   

 A:  I made some sushi. Would you like some? 

 B: I don't dislike it, but I don't eat that much sushi. 

 A: I see. Well then, how about pizza?  

 B: Yes, I love pizza.   
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 A:   

 B:   

 A:   

 B:   

 

 A: Why don't we go to the movie today?  

 B: Today is a little… 

 A: Well then, how about this weekend?  

 B: Tomorrow is fine. 

 

2  

A:      

B:    

A:    

B:       

A:      

 
A:  Even now, I remember my Japanese host family. 
B:  When did you go to Japan? 
A:  12 years ago.  
B:  Do you want to go to Japan again? 
A:  Yes, I think maybe I will go next year. 
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A:    

B:      

A:      

B:     

A:   

 
A:  When I was in elementary school, I often overslept. 
B:  Even now you are sometimes late to work aren't you. Is your house close? 
A:  It only takes 15 minutes from my house by car. 
B:  Then, why are you always late? 
A:  Because I often pull all nighters. 

A:     

B:     

A:    

B:     

 
A:  What did you do when you went to Japan? 
B:  I bought many souvenirs. 
A:  That’s nice. Did you have enough money? 
B:  I didn't have that much money, so I bought cheap things. 

A:     3    

B:   

 
A:  For today's party I need 3 pizzas. Right now I only have one. 
B:  Well then, there isn't enough. 
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2  

A: Can you use chopticks? 
B: I can't really use them. 
 
A:    

B:    

A: I want three cars.  
B: Three cars is (too) many. 
A: Why?  
B: Because you're in Japan, they are not necessary.  

A:    

B:   

A:   

B:    

 

A: I want one more boyfriend. 
B: How many boyfriends do you have now? 
A: I only have two.  But that is not enough.  
B: You are an interesting person. 

A:    

B:    

A:     

B:  
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A: I am going to travel to Japan next month. 
B: Really? That is nice. 
A: But I don't have enough money.  
B: Please work hard. 

A:   

B:  

A:    

B:  

A: When you go to Japan use this electronic dictionary. 
B: Thank you. How many do you have? 
A: I only have one.  
 
A:    

B:   

A:    

 

A: How much money do you have? 
B: I only have 5 dollars. 
A: Will that be enough? 
B: I need another 20 dollars. 
 
A:    

B: 5   

A:  

B:   
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2  

   to get mad, to get upset 

   to change (active verb) 
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2  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension and short dialogue in this 

lesson. 
 

 
Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 

 
  don't like  

  liked  

  homework   
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Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

 
Answer the following questions as if they were directly asked to you using the words and 

patterns in this lesson. 
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2 kanji 87-92

 



56



57

 

 
Write the following words in the boxes below. This is a great way to practice the new kanji 

and review the words at the same time.  

 

          

landlord             
 

          

to sing 
 

          

singer 
 

          

painter, artist 
 

          

to spin 
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one time 
 

          

to meet 

 

 
 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

1. ___  

2. ___ ___  ___ ___  

3. ___ ___ ___ ___  ___   

4. ___ ___  ___   

5. ___ ___  ___  

6. ___ ___  ___   



59

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). 

every day every month every year this year 

unskilled, bad at skilled, good at  

 
 

 
The following word groups, will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). These 

spans are originally covered in book 3 of this series. 

 

one year two years three years four years 

 

one month two months three months four month 

 
 

 
All years and months spans will now only be written in kanji. Above is just a sampling. 
In case you were wondering, the  character does look like a small katakana “KE”, 

however it is actually an abbreviation of the kanji  ( ) which is a counter for things. 

You will see more about this is book 5, but for now, just learn to recognize it and always 
read it as . 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to describe a noun using a verb. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  Remember that when you use verbs to describe, 

the verb must be in the informal form. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
3-4. Verbs for wearing 

things. 
 
 
3-8. Modifying with 

verbs (verb 
adjectives) 

 
 
3-9. It appears to be  
 adjective ending 
 
 
3-10. It DOESN'T 

appear to be 
  adjective 

ending  
 
3-11.  adjectives 

with  and  

 endings 
 
3-12. Making

adjectives with the

ending 

3
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3 

   oneself, myself 

   barefoot 

   stars (child version) 

   the ground 

   silver coin 

   recently 

   happiness 

   country 

3  

  warm adjective 

  skillful, good at   adjective 

  unskillful,  poor   adjective 
 
NOTE: When speaking Japanese most Japanese people will say  instead of  

3  

 to walk   regular 

 to give   /  

 to fall down, drop   /  

 to wear (shirts, jackets)   /  

 to wear (shoes, pants)   regular 

 to wear (hats, things on head)   regular 
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3  

 
The place that is being walked to is marked with the final destination marker . The 

place that you are walking is of course marked with the "event location" marker . 

(place)   
to walk to a (place) 

(place)   
to walk in a (place) 

1.     
 I walked to school.  
 
2.     
 Let's walk to the park. 
 
3.       
 I often walk in the park with my daughter. 
 
 
 

 
The item that is being given is marked with . This verb can NEVER be used when 

something is given to YOU. It is only used when the item is being given outward, as in  
"I gave it to Tanaka."  When saying, for example, "Tanaka gave it to me,"  cannot be 

used. 

 (thing)   
to give a (thing) 
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(someone)   
to give to (someone) 

(thing)  (someone)   
to give (thing) to (someone) 

1.    
 Who did you give it to?  
 
    
 I gave it to my father.  
 

2.    
 What did you give? 

   
 I gave earrings.   
 

3.      
 What did you give on your husband's birthday? 
 
    
 I gave him a pair of shoes. 
  

 
The item that falls down is marked with .The place from which the item has fallen is 

marked with . 

(thing)  (place)   
(thing) drops from (place) 
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1.      The cake dropped off of the table. 

2.     My grandfather fell from the stairs. 
 
 

 
There are several different verbs all meaning "to wear" or "to put on" in Japanese. The verb 

used is based on how the item is put on. It is very important to get the following verbs right 

if you don't want to sound like a foreigner in Japan. 

 
The clothing to be worn is marked with . Clothing worn above the waist and below the 

neck will typically use . 

(clothing)   
to wear (clothing) 
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1.    
 I will wear a jacket because it is cold. 
 
2.     
 I am wearing warm clothes. 
 
3.      
 I don't wear dresses at all. 
 
 
 

 
The clothing to be worn is marked with . Clothing below the waist is almost always . 

(clothing)   
to wear (clothing) 

1.    
 You are wearing new shoes, aren't you? 
 
2.      
 I always wear jeans. 
 
3.   
 I wore a black skirt yesterday. 
 
4.    
 Please wear sneakers tomorrow. 
 

 
 is pretty much only for things on top of your head. Eyeglasses use . 

(item)   
to wear an (item) 
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1.      
 It is hot outside, so I will wear a hat. 

2.     
 Miyuki is wearing a cute hat today. 
 
3.       
 Please don't wear a hat inside the house. 
 
 
 

3  

 
In this lesson we see how the informal version of the verbs can be used to modify nouns.   

The verb must come directly BEFORE the noun to modify, and it must be in the informal 

form.  There should be no particle in between the modifying verb and the noun it describes. 

informal form verb + noun 

Prior to this lesson you have learned how to modify a noun using adjectives. 

  an interesting person 

  an enjoyable movie 

  a boring movie 

  a big building 

  a blue balloon 
 

You have also learned how to use nouns to modify other nouns. 

  a Japanese movie 

  an American friend 

   a book title 

  a TV show from a long time ago 
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Now let's look at how you can modify a noun using a verb or verb phrase. Look at the 

examples and see how the verb phrase modifies the noun. Notice how changing the verb 

tense changes the meaning. Also notice that every verb is in the informal / plain form. 

  the movie (I) will watch  

  the movie (I) watched  

  the movie (I) am watching  

  the movie (I) was watching  

  the movie (I) want to see  

  the movie (I) wanted to see 
 

Once you have modified a noun with a verb or verb phrase you can use it in a sentence just 

like you would any other.  

1.    
 The book I read last week was long. 
 
2.    
 The shoes you are wearing now are cute! 
 
3.       
 The juice I always drink is delicious 

4.    
 Who is the friend you are meeting tomorrow? 

5.     
 The homework I did yesterday was difficult. 
 
6.    
 The country I want to go most is Japan. 
 
7.     
 The person sleeping over there is my father. 
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Now let's see how you can integrate this concept into everyday questions. 

1.        
 What is the beer you always drink? 

 
   
 It's Sapporo beer. 
 
2.      
 Is the apartment that Mr. Tanaka lives in big? 
 
     
 No, it is very small. 

 
3.       
 Who is the person wearing the red dress? 

    
 I think it is Mrs. Yamada. 
 
 

 
The adjective ending  means "appears (to be)," "looks (to be)," or "seems (to be)."  

By dropping the  from any adjective and replacing it with , you can say things like, 

"you seem to be busy" ( ). Look at the following examples: 

 adjective minus  +  
It appears to be + adjective 

 

1.      That pizza looks delicious. 

2.       Your car sure looks old. 

3.     Yoshihiro seems to be kind. 

4.     This test looks difficult. 

5.     That looks expensive. 
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If you want to say that something DOESN'T appear hot or cold or some other adjective, 
then you must first conjugate the adjective into its negative form. In other words  

becomes . From the negative conjugation you drop  and add . 

Negative  adjective minus  +  
It doesn't appear to be (adjective) 

1.      
 It doesn't seem cold today. 
 
2.      
 This book doesn't look interesting. 
 
3.     
 This beer doesn't seem cold.  
 

 
 

 adjectives can also be changed into the  and . With  adjectives you can 

just add  or  to say “it seems”, or “it doesn’t seem”. 

1.     
 That park looks quiet. 

2.       
 The hotel room doesn’t seem clean. 

3.     
 Because this store is far, it doesn’t seem convenient. 

4.      
 Because Joe is good at hiragana, it seems like he would be good at katakana too. 
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You can add  to any  and  conjugated adjectives to make new adjectives. 

 adjective minus  +  + (noun) 
a (adjective) looking + (noun) 

     a hot looking pizza.  

    fun looking party 

    a seemingly uninteresting person 

    a cold looking drink 

    delicious looking food 

   an inexpensive looking car 

    an quiet looking room 

    an inconvenient looking place 

1.        
 Your father seems to be a kind person. 

2.      
 That sure is a fast looking car. 

3.     
 It’s a quiet looking park. 

4.    
 What a healthy looking baby. 

5.       
 Because the weather looked cold I loaned (him) my jacket. 

6.       
 Today since the weather seems good I am not going to wear a hat. 

7.      
 I don't want to eat spaghetti that doesn't look tasty. 
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3  

A:     

B:  

A:  

A: Did the cooking that I made taste good? 
B: Yes, it tasted good. 
A: Good.  I am happy.  

A:      

B:   

A:  

B:   

A: Where are the clothes I gave you? 
B: I gave them to my little sister. 
A: Why? 
B: Because I can't wear them anymore. (They don't fit.) 
 
 

A:   

B:     

A:    

B:         

 
A: What are you looking for? 
B: My wallet. It was in my bag yesterday, but... 
A: Did you look inside your car? 
B: Not yet. Well then, I will look in the car next. 
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3  

A: What kind of person is your friend's husband?  
B: He seems like a kind person. 
A: What type of person do you think the person you will marry be? 
B: I don't know.  But a kind person would be good. 
 
A:     

B:  

A:     

B:   

A: What happened to you, Mr. Tanaka. You look sleepy. 
B: Actually, I worked twelve hours yesterday. 
A: I see. Take it easy today. 
 
A:   

B:    

A:    

A: Hiroko, you are wearing a cute sweater. 
B: Isn't it cute?!  I bought this at a department store yesterday. 
A: And also you are wearing an expensive looking skirt. 
B: This one looks expensive, but it s cheap. 

 
A:   

B:    

A:     

B:   
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3  
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3  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension from the previous page.  
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Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 
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Describe the pictures below using the New Verbs learned in this lesson. 
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Look at the pictures below and complete the following conversation with the correct 

modifying verb phrase. 
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Describe the following pictures by using . 
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3 kanji 93-98
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83
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Write the following words in the boxes four times each. This is a great way to practice the 

new kanji and review the words at the same time.  

          

picture book 
 

          

picture, painting 
 

         

a park 
 

          

flower garden 
 

          

rural districts 
 

          

to remove 
 

          

outward appearance 
 

          

human being 
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between, gap, interval 
 

          

face 
 

          

smiling face 
 

          

steam train 
 

          

brackish water 

 
 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___   

 

2. ___  ___ ___    

3. ___  ___   
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4. ___ ___  ___   

5. ___ ___  ___ ___  

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). Don't worry if you 

can't write these words. Recognition is the goal for these words. 

today yesterday tomorrow I, me 

big small red blue 

white overseas, abroad 
 
 
 

 
The following word group, will no longer have any  (hiragana on top).  

 

one time two times three times four times 
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five times six times seven times eight times 
 

nine times ten times eleven times twelve times 
 

 
 

 
 is officially read as  however it is very commonly read as . After 

this  and  respectively are read and said as  and  

and never vary from reading. 

 
 and  etc also are read officially as  and  but also are 

commonly read as  and . 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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…

Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to relay experiences that you have or 

have not had. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  Knowing the form (informal past tense) of the 

verbs will help you tremendously with this lesson. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
4-5. Talking about 

things with   
 
4-6. Using  with 

adjectives  
 
 
4-7. "Strange" uses of 

 
 
 
4-8. Have you ever…? 
 
 
4-9. "I have…" and "I 

have never…"  
 
 
4-10. This much, that 

much –  
word group 

 
 
4-11. Looking forward 

to something 

4
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4 

   bonus 

   this time 

   abroad, overseas 

   a trip abroad 

   grades, standing in class 

   celebration 

   flavor 

   a television show 

   alcohol, liquor, sake (polite) 

   coffee milk (popular drink) 

   seaweed 

   soup 

   miso soup 

   Shakespeare 

   home page 

   web site 

   roller coaster 

   motorcycle 

   a hole 

   the weekend 

   last weekend 

   this weekend 

   next weekend 

   this much, so ~ 

   that much, so ~ 

   to that extent, to that degree 

   (no matter) how much 
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4  

Many Japanese companies pay a bonus to their full time workers.  Under the bonus system, 

each worker is normally paid two bonuses per year.  The amount can range from 1.5 to 3 times 

the monthly salary of the worker.  Usually bonuses are paid in June and December.   

The amount of the bonus can change depending on the performance of the individual and also 

the overall performance of the company.  Many Japanese use their bonus money for major 

purchases, such as buying a car or going on family vacations.  Many retailers often defer 

payment on goods until after bonuses have been paid. 

4  

4  

 to appear, to come out  /  

 to know  / exception 

 to drive   

 to ride, to get on, to get in  regular 

4  

 
The particle marks the thing that is appearing or coming out.  However, the place that is 

being left from can be marked with  (from) or  (object marker). 
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(thing)   
(thing) appears or comes out 

1.     
 My pay comes out tomorrow. (I will get my salary tomorrow.) 
 
2.    
 I am going to leave my house at seven. 
 
3.    
 Let's celebrate after I get my grades (my grades come out). 

 
The particle marks the item that is known.  When asking if something is known, the

form of the verb is used since knowledge of something is on going. 

It is NOT correct to say (something)  or (something)   

 

(thing)   
to know a (thing) 

1. A:    

 B:  

 A: Do you know Miss Nakamura's phone number? 
 B: No, I don't know it. 

2. A:   

 B:   

 A: Do you know any good restaurants? 
 B: Maybe, John knows. 
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The particle marks the vehicle that is being driven.   

(vehicle)   
to drive a (vehicle) 

1.   
 I will drive my father's car tomorrow. 
 
2.   
 I had a drink, so please drive. 
 
3.    
 In Japan from what age do you drive?  
 
4.    
 Have you ever driven a Ferrari? 
 

As with any  verb,  is used to ask “can you do this”. When asking if someone is 

able to drive is used with the particle  is used to mark the thing being “driven”. 

 

(vehicle)   
to be able to drive a (vehicle)    

1.   
 Are you able to drive a car? 

2.     
 My son can not drive a car. 
 
3.   
 Can you drive a truck? 
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The particle marks the vehicle that is being rode or thing you are getting on or in.   

 can be used with cars, park rides, airplanes, or anything that you get on top of.  

(vehicle)   
to ride a (vehicle) 

1.    
 I want to ride a roller coaster this weekend. 
 
2.     
 I always ride a bike to work. 
 
3.    
 Please don't get on top of the table. 
 
4.   
 I have wanted to ride the bullet train from long ago. 
 
5.   
 Let’s (take) ride in a taxi. 
 
 
 
 

4  

 
literally means, thing, matter, fact, circumstances, business, reason, experience. But 

all of that will never fit in your head. So we will teach you little by little. It is a super 

versatile thing to know so PAY ATTENTION. The most basic usage of is when it 

means "about". For example if you want to say "about cars" you would say, , and 

also if you wanted to say something like "about dogs" you would say . 
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1.  about school  

2.  about work  

3.   about my girlfriend 

Now let's look at  in action in full sentences. 

1.     
 What is it about?  
 
2.     
 I remembered (about) my mother.  
 
3.       
 I am studying (about) Japanese history.  
 

 
 by itself can mean "about" or "thing". When it is used as taught in the prior grammar 

point it almost always translates to "about". However when you put  after an adjective 

then it is translated as "thing". 

1.  fun things  

2.  interesting things  

 
You probably learned that, "I like you" is . But another common way to 

say you like someone is . It seems strange to say "I like about you" 

but this is not strange at all in Japanese. can also be used after question words.  

For example, maybe you are talking with someone and they say, "Remember that terrible 
food we ate?", and you have forgotten when this was. You can ask,  to 

mean "When are you (talking) about?".   
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1. 
Who are you (talking) about? / Who do you mean? 

 
2. 
 Which page are you (talking) about? / Which page do you mean? 
 
3. 

Where are you (talking) about? / Where do you mean?   

 
When you combine  with an informal verb and , you can ask if someone has had a 

certain "experience" or basically if they have ever done the thing being discussed. 

( form verb) +   
Have you ever (verb)? 

NOTE: The form is the informal past tense verb. Do NOT change the tense of the verb   

that is directly before the or else the meaning can change drastically.  

1.      

 Have you ever drunk miso soup? 

2.      

 Have you ever been to Russia? 
3.      

 Have you ever ridden a roller coaster? 

4.      

 Have you ever read Shakespeare? 

5.      

 Have you ever eaten sashimi? 
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1.      
 Have you ever been to Japan? 

   
 I have never been, but I am going next weekend. 

  3  
 Yes, I have. I go every year in March. 

2.      
 Have you ever eaten sashimi? 

   
 I have never eaten it. But I want to eat it. 
 
 
 

 
The tense of can be changed to say that the experience has been had or not. 

( form verb) +   
I have (verb-ed) 

( form verb) +   
I have never (verb-ed) 

1.       

 I have never seen a Japanese movie. 

2.       

 Have you ever borrowed money from a friend? 

3.      

 I have never been to a foreign country. 



98

4.        

 Tanaka san said he has never eaten kimchee. 

1.     
 Have you ever eaten a snake? 
 
   
 No, I have never eaten one.  
 
   
 Yes, I have eaten one. 

2.      
 Have you ever driven overseas? 
 
   
 Yes, I have done it twice. 
 
     
 I have never driven. I always ride the bus. 
 

      
 I drive everyday in Japan, but I have never driven overseas. 

3.     
 Have you ever been to Kyoto?  
 
     
 No, I haven't.  But I have been to Tokyo.  
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The  pattern was first introduced in book 1 of this series with  

and .   and  are demonstrative words.  

For example, with your arms stretched out you could say   (I ate this 

much). Just like with the other  word groups the physical closeness of the of the 

topic and the subject determine which word you use. 

1.     
 Why did you buy so much bread? 

2.      
 Until my pay comes, I can't use this much money. 

3.     
 I have never seen such a big fish. 

4.     
 I have never eaten this much sushi. 

5.     
 How hard is tomorrow's test? 
 
 

 
You can look forward to doing something using the phrase  . The 

thing you are looking forward to is marked with . 

(thing) +    
I am looking forward to (thing) 

 

1.   

 I am looking forward to a vacation (days off). 

2.   

 I am looking forward to tomorrow. 
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You can also combine a  verb phrase to say you are looking forward to an event. 

( form verb phrase) +    
I am looking forward to (verb phrase) 

 

1.    

 I am looking forward to going to Japan. 

 

2.    

 I am looking forward to meeting my friends. 

 
 , can also be shortened into  or . When used it 

means, "ITEM is something to look forward to. / ITEM is anticipated". 

 

1.    

 I am looking forward to tomorrow's day off. 

 
2.   

 I am looking forward to the party. 

 
3.    

 I was really looking forward to Japan. 

 

4  

A:     

B:    

A: How come you used this much shampoo? 
B: Because my hair smelled bad. 
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A:    

B:    

A:     

B:  

A: Have you ever been to Chicago? 
B: I went two months ago.  Why? 
A: I am being transferred to Chicago next month.  What kind of place is it? 
B: It s a cold place. 

A:     

B:     

A:   

B:      

A:  

A: I am a police officer.  Have you ever seen this person? 
B: I think I might have seen him before. 
A: When and where?   
B: I think I saw him last Thursday at the supermarket. 
A: Thank you very much. 

A:   

B:   

   

A:   

B:  

A: What is this? 
B: It is seaweed miso soup.  Have you ever drunk it? 
A: No, I have not.  What kind of flavor is it? 
B: It tastes good.  Please drink some. 
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4  

A: I think I want to save 1 million yen in a year. 
B: You!?  I don't think you can do it. (lit: "I think you can't do it.") 
A: I can do it.  A long time ago, I have saved. (had the experience of saving) 
B: Really?  How much did you save? 
A: About 10,000 yen.  

A:    

B:    

A:    

B:    

A:  

A: What Japanese TV shows do you like? 
B: I don't know. I have never seen any Japanese TV. 
A: Well then, how come you know "Kureyon Shinchan"? 
B: Because I have seen it once on video. 

A:     

B:      

A:    

B:     

A: What is the drink you always drink? 
B: It's coffee milk. Have you ever drunk it? 
A: Yes, I also often drink it.  

A:     

B:    

A:    
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A: Today was really cold. 
B: I don't think today was so cold. 
A: I think today was the coldest day this week. 
B: I think tomorrow will be colder than today. 

A:    

B:     

A:    

B:     

 

4  
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4  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 

 means "a speaker". Use this word as needed to answer the questions. 
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Using ONLY the words and particles provided, create Japanese sentences that match the 

English translation. You can conjugate adjectives and verbs and reuse items if needed. 
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Look at the pictures below and make sentences using  

 YJ CINEMA
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   to hit, to win 

   to give up 

   if you can answer 

 
1. Practice reading the short dialogue in pairs. 

2. Play Tanaka-san's role and talk about your experience on a TV show. 
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4 kanji 99-104
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110



111

 

 
Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 

the words, and learn new words at the same time. For unknown kanji write in hiragana. 

          

to mark 
 

          

diary, journal 
 

          

form entry 
 

          

to return 
 

         

return to one’s country 
 

          

cow 
 

          

calf 
 

          

goldfish 
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fish store 
 

          

mermaid 
 

         

Tokyo 
 

          

Kyoto 
 

          

subject, curriculum 
 

         

to teach 
 

         

beef 
 

         

day trip 
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

1. ___ ___ ___   

 

2. ___  ___ ___  

3. ___  ___  ___  

4. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

5. ___ ___  ___ ___   

6. ___ ___ ___ ___  

7. ___ ___ ___ ___  

8. ___ ___  ___ ___   
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The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). Don't worry if you 

can't write these words. Recognition is the goal for these words. 

teacher right left up, above 

to go up Nakamura (last name) Tanaka (last name) down, below 

hand person, people Osaka Tokyo 
 

exit entrance 

 
The following word groups, will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). The rank 

counter (taught in book 3) is created by added the kanji  after any counter. Here are 

some example counter ranks that will no longer have . 

the first one the second one the first time the second time 

the first month the second month the first year the second year 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to tell directions in Japanese and to ask 

how something is done. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  You should start to notice the benefit of knowing 

kanji. Look for the kanji in this lesson. The kanji 
you know will become part of a quick reference 
guide in your head. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
5-5. Particles with 
  
 
 
5-6. Asking how 

something is done 
with 

 
 
 
5-7. Demonstrating 

how an action was 
done 

 
 
5-8. Counting floors 
 

5
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5 

   how is it done, in what way 

   business trip 

   branch office 

   headquaters, home office 

   meeting 

   exit 

   entrance 

   corner 

   intersection 

   freeway, highway 

   road 

   straight ahead 

   end (of street or hallway etc.) 

   dead end (of street) 

   front desk (hotel) 

   then, and then, after that 

5  

 to turn   regular 

 to go or come up   regular 

 to go down, get off of   /  

 to take a business trip    

 to walk   regular 
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5  

 
It can be a bit tricky trying to figure out which particle to use with .  

A) Use when you are turning at a designated spot (stoplight, red house etc). 

B) Use when you are turning into a direction (left, right, east etc). 

C) Use when you are following a certain path (turning a curve etc) 

1.    4.   
 Turn right please.   I turned at the stoplight.  
 
2.    5.   
 Don't turn yet.   Please turn here. 
 
3.     6.   
 I will turn the next corner.   Turn left please. 
 
 

 
When going up something such as a mountain, then is used.  When you go up to a 

location then the location marker is used.  NOTE: See the “Counting Floors” section in 

this lesson. 

(something)   
to go up (something) 

(location)   
to go up to a (location) 

1.     
 Let's go up the stairs. 
  
2.     
 Please go up to the rooftop. 
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3.      
 When I went up to the second floor, I met Mr. Tanaka. 
 
4.        
 Please go up to the 3rd floor and speak with the company president. 
 

 
 is used to come down off of something like a mountain or something that you might 

have been standing on. It is also used for getting out of a car, airplane and other 

transportation. 

(something)   
to get off from (something) 

(something)   
to get off of (something) 

 

1.    
 I will go down by elevator.   

2.    
 You can't get down from here.    

3.   
 I got out of a car. 

4.   
 Please get off of the freeway. 

5.    
 Let’s go down to the first floor together. 

6.     
 Since there isn’t an elevator we can only go down by the stairs. 
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The location you are going for the business trip is marked with the location marker . 

(place)   
to take a business trip to (place) 

1.    
 I will take a business trip to Tokyo. 
 
2.     
 I take three business trips a year. 
 
3.     
 I used to take business trips often. 
 
4.     
 Because I am taking a business trip to Korea, I’m studying Korean. 
 
5.  
 I don’t really want to take business trips. 
 
 
 

5  

 
Although the particle is used with  (right) and  (left) to denote direction, it is NOT 

used with  (straight ahead). If you think about it, this makes sense because in 

English we say, "turn to the right" and "turn to the left", but you don't say "go to straight".  

It is the same in Japanese.  

 

  Please go straight ahead. 

  Please don’t go straight ahead. 
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When asking how something is done  + verb can be used.   

The verb can be in a variety of forms depending on what you want to say. 

 

+ (verb phrase)? 
How do you (verb phrase)? 

1.     
 How do you eat this? 
 
    
 You eat it with a fork. 
 
    
 You eat it with your hands. 
 
    
 You eat it with chopsticks. 

2.    
 How do you go? 
 
     
 Go straight and then you turn right. 

3.     
 How will you come tomorrow?  
 
     
 I will take a train to Himeji station and then I will go by foot. 

4.     
 How did you get here? 
 
    
 I came here by car. 
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5.     
 How did you study Japanese? 
 
    
 I studied at a Japanese language school. 
 

 
When a question is asked using you can respond with , , 

 and point to how the task was done or even demonstrate.  

For example, if someone asks how to write your name,   , 

then you can write it on a piece of paper hold it up and say, , "You write 

it like this." You can also act out how something was done and say,  , "I 

did it like this."  

is used when you are actually doing the demonstration, or holding the 

representation of the action in question. If you are referring to an action not done by 
yourself or something that is farther away from you then  or  is used.  

 

1.      2.      
 How do you eat sushi?    How do you buy train tickets? 
 
       
 I eat it like this.    You buy them like that. 
 
  

1.     
 It’s interesting when you walk that way!   
 
2.      
 You write the kanji for my name this way. 
 
3.      
 How did you get skilled at Japanese? 
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Look at the following chart to see the pattern of the first 10 floors. After the first 10 floors the 

same pattern is repeated. Pay attention to the 3rd floor since it is special.   

1.    
 Please go up to the second floor.   
 
2.    
 The company is on the third floor. 
 
3.      
 Sometimes, Japanese buildings don’t have a 4th floor. 

5  

A:    

B:    

A:   

B:      

A: How do you eat sushi? 
B: People in Tokyo eat with their hands. 
A: Don't they eat with chopsticks? 
B: I think Osaka has many people that eat with chopsticks. 
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A:    

B:   

A:    

B:     

A: Where is the bathroom? 
B: There is one on the third floor. 
A: Where is it on the third floor? 
B: After you get off of the elevator, please go straight to the left. 

A:    

B:   

A:      

B:       

       

A: Where is the shopping center? 
B: It is downtown. 
A: How do you go downtown by car from here? 
B: Go straight north, then at the 3rd stoplight, you turn right.  
 Then please go straight about 15 minutes. You will find it soon. 
 

5  

A: Tomorrow I have a business trip to New York.  
B: That sure is far. 
A: How do you go to the airport? 
B: You go north on the freeway.  Then get off at the airport exit. 

A:   

B:  

A:    

B:    
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A: How do I get to Mr. Nakamura's house? 
B: Go straight here and there is a dead end. Please turn left there. 
A: Thank you very much. 
B: You are welcome. 

A:     

B:      

A:  

B:  

 

A: Excuse me. Where is the bookstore? 
B: Please go up to the 4th floor by elevator. 
A: Ok. And then? 
B: Please go straight to the left. It is a big bookstore, so you will find it. 

A:    

B:    

A:   

B:      



127

5  
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5  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension from the previous page.  

 
Using ONLY the words and particles provided, create Japanese sentences that match the 

English translation. You can conjugate adjectives and verbs and reuse items if needed. 
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Answer the following questions as if they were asked to you using the words and patterns in 

this lesson. 
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Look at the picture below and translate the English portions of the following conversation. 

:    

:    

:  Please turn left at the intersection.  

   
  The hospital is on the left. 

   
 

:    

:  Please go straight ahead. It’s on the right. 

   

:  
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5 kanji 105-110
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

strong 
 

          

forceful 
 

          

self assured 
 

          

corner 
 

          

triangle 

          

close 
 

         

neighborhood 
 

          

shape 
 

          

doll 
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to measure 
 

          

a plan 
 

          

a clock, watch 
 

          

New Year’s Day 
 

          

energetic, vigor, healthy 
 

         

the origin of a fire 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

1. ___ ___  ___  

 

2. ___ ___  ___ ___  

3. ___ ___    
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4. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

5. ___ ___ ___   

6. ___ ___ ___  ___  

7. ___ ___ ___   

 
 
 
 

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). Don't worry if you 

can't write these words. Recognition is the goal for these words. 

spirit, mind house, home a break, day off to take a break 

water dog Kyoto study 
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foot, leg to return  

 
The following word group will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
 
 

Friday Saturday Sunday What day? 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to ask permission to do things and how 

to respond to such requests. 
2. Learn how to connect sentences with . 

 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  Knowing how to make the  form of the verbs is 

important for this lesson and coming lessons. If 
you don’t know how to easily make them we 
recommend you review now. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
6-1. Asking permission 

with   
 
 
6-2. Giving permission 

with   
 
 
6-3. Denying 

permission with  
   

 
 
6-4. Informal versions 

of    

and   
 
 
6-6. A review of  

and   
 

6
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6 

   bill (at a restaurant/store) 

   register 

   tip 

   café, coffee shop 

   real estate office 

   in front of the train station 

6  

1.  That’s not the case.  

2.   Be careful (please) 

3.  I will be careful. 

4.  Certainly. (store staff to customer) 

6  

OSAKA
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6  

 
When asking if it is all right to do something, all you need to do is add  to the 

 form of any verb.  

 form verb +   
Is it all right if I [verb]? 

1.      
 Is it all right if I eat this? 
 
2.       
 Is it all right if I go to your house, Mr. Nakamura? 
 
3.     
 Is it okay if I drink this juice? 
 
4.     
 Is it okay if I watch a movie? 
 
5.  4    
 Is it okay if I return home at 4 o'clock? 
 
 
 

 
Use the pattern below when answering the question ~ , and when simply 

saying, "I can do this or that." 
  

 form verb +   
It is okay if you [verb]. 

You might hear slight variations in the responses. For example,  might be added at the    

end. And it isn't even necessary to answer with the verb. You can simply say    

or  .  
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You would think that when someone asks [verb] ~  , "Is it okay if I (do 

something)" you could just simply respond with [verb] ~  , but this is not 

normal, nor is it grammatically or culturally correct. 

 

It's important to remember that Japanese people don't like to be so direct when saying “no” 
to a request. Even a grammatically correct response like  (no) sounds very direct.  

You will normally respond with  only when you are speaking to young children.  

Even then it can be so direct that you would only say it to your own children, as it would be 

strange to be so direct with someone else's children. 
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The official, grammatically correct and polite way to answer "no" to ~   is as 

follows: 

 form verb +  (  pronounced ) 
It is not all right if you [verb]. 

1.     2.    
 Is it all right if I drink this water?    Is it all right if I ride in your car? 
  
       

 No, it s not all right if you drink it.    No, it s not all right if you ride. 
  
      
 No, that is mine.    It’s okay, but it's cramped. 

 
Despite what your teachers might have taught you, informal speaking is very common in 

Japan. Even in business settings, once you know the people you are doing business with, 

the level of formality can be lower. Also, as a foreigner speaking Japanese, Japanese 

people will give you a lot of flexibility when speaking Japanese.  

You can experiment with formality and find out what you feel more comfortable with.  

The following informal version is commonly used when talking to children and even pets. 

 

 form verb +  
You aren't allowed to [verb]. 

 

The  form is made by replacing  with  or  with  in the  form of any verb. 

1.     (go) 4.    (read)  

2.    (eat) 5.    (do) 

3.    (see, look) 6.    (drink) 
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You can also drop the  from the   phrase and just ask  or 

  is informal but can be used by any age range. 

 
 form verb +  

Can I [verb]?   

1.     
 Mama, can I eat some candy? 

    
 No you can't eat! 
 
2.    
 Grandma, can I play a game. 

    
 You can't play until you’re done with your studies. 
 
3.     
 Papa can I play with the dog?  
 
   
 Yes you can play. 
 
     
 Until you’re done with homework you can't play! 
 
4.    
 Can I swim in the pool? 

     
 You can’t swim because it’s cold today. 

       
 We are going to grandfather’s house at 5 o’clock, but you can swim until 4 o’clock. 
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If someone asks you a   question, in most cases you will NOT want to 

answer with   . Instead you should answer with the positive answer  

 or a softened negative answer, as we learned in Lesson 2. 

1.    
 Can I borrow your car tomorrow? 

    (  is a softener) 
 Since I am going to use it tomorrow I can't do it. 
 
2.    
 Can you use your cell phone? 

   
 Since there isn't much battery, sorry. 
 (maybe this isn't true but it's better than just saying "NO") 
 
3.     
 Can I eat the last apple? 

   
 It's not my apple so I don't know. 
 (Don't use this one if you are the only one living in the house!) 
 
 
 

 
Before we introduce the next sentence connector,  (but), it's important that you recall how 

the other “but” words we have learned are used. In prior courses we have learned  and 

.   is not a connector, but is used at the beginning of a sentence. 

1.    

 I don't have money. But I have a lot of time. 

2.      

 I don't want to give this dress to my younger sister. But it's okay to give these shoes. 
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 is used to combine two sentences into one. In the sentence   

 , you will notice that  has a  after it to stress 

the fact that you do not want to go to France. It is very common for “but” sentences to follow 

this pattern. You generally begin by saying a supporting fact that enhances the main point 

of your statement. 

 

If, for instance, you like rap music but hate rock music, the most important thing you want to 

convey is stated in the second half.  

1.    

 I don't have money but I have a lot of time. 

 

2.      

 I don't want to give this dress to my younger sister, but it's okay to give these shoes. 

It really doesn't matter if you use  or  in your speaking but you will hear  a lot  

more in everyday Japanese conversations since it flows better. 

 
Sentences can also be connected using a . The  used to connect the sentences means 

“but” or “however.” This way of connecting sentences is most commonly used with polite 
sentences. For informal conversations  will be used instead of  

 

1.     
 I like rap music, but I hate rock music. 
 
2.     
 I will go to Tokyo, but I will not go to Kyoto. 
 
3.    
 I study at school, but I don’t study at home. 
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Usage wise,  is similar to , however notice in the prior example sentences that the 

sentence that comes before  is always in the polite form, whereas the sentence that 

comes before  sounds more natural with an informal sentence. 

 

6  

A:     

B:   

A:   

B:  

A: This sure looks delicious. Is it okay if I eat it? 
B: Yes, it’s okay. What do you think it is? 
A: Is it chicken? 
B: No, it's not. It’s a frog’s leg! 

A:     

B:     

A:   

B:     

A: Is it all right if I go to your house, Mr. Tanaka? 
B: No, please don’t come because I am going to start doing homework now. 
A: Well then, how about tomorrow? 
B: I am going to play soccer with my friends. Sorry. 

A:      

B:    

A:     

B:  
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A: There is lunch and some cake in the refrigerator. 
B: Okay, I will eat after I return from school. 
A: Don't eat the cake before the meal! 
B: I know. I know. 

A:    

B:    

A:   

B:  

A: Is it all right if I pay by credit card? 
B: No, check or cash please. 
A: I see. Well then, I will pay with cash. 
B: Okay. It is 6,400 yen. 

6  

In the conversation below it might seem weird for A: to ask "Is it alright if I ask them on the 

phone?" but Japanese people have a culture of asking for permission. 

A: Since it is close to the train station, this apartment appears to be expensive. 
B: That is not the case. This place is cheap. 
A: How did you find the apartment? 
B: I went to the real estate broker in front of the train station. They are nice over there. 
A: I am also looking for a cheap apartment. Is it alright if I ask them on the phone? 
B: Of course. The phone number is 88-6549 

A:    

B:    

A:    
B:     

A:      

B:    
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A: I bought some new clothes. 
B: That's nice. What kind of clothes? 
A: A red one piece dress. I am going to wear it at a party. 
B: Would it be okay if I saw it? (Can I see it?) 
A: Of course. 

A:    

B:   

A:     

B:   

A:  

A: What kind of car would you like? 
B: I would like a small, new car, but I only have $10,000.00. 
A: This car is $9,500.00. 
B: It’s nice. Is it all right if I take a ride in it?  
A: Yes. Go ahead and take a ride.  

A:    

B:     

A:   

B:   

A:    

A: From what time until what time is the yoga class. 
B: It's Mondays and Wednesdays, from ten to eleven. 
A: That sounds good. Can I join the class? 
B: Sure. Please don’t be late. 

A:      

B:      

A:    

B:    
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6  
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6  

 
 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension from the previous page.  

 
Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 

 to drink    

 don’t  buy    
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Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 
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Ken is going to have lunch with his spoiled girlfriend. 

:  

:   

:  

:   

  

:  
 

 
 

:  

:  

:   

:   

:  

:  

:    

:  

:  



156

 

   high end, high class  

   Let’s eat (informal) 

   Let’s go (informal) 

   to show 

   daytime, during the day 

   appetizer 

   almost, very shortly 

   stingy 

   Do you even need to ask?  
   Of course! 

 
Practice reading the short dialogue in pairs. 

Play the girlfriend role and tell your partner what you want to eat and drink. 
 
 
 

 
Give some advice to the following people using any of the following: 

. 
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6 kanji 111-116
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 

 
 

          

grasslands, meadow 
 

          

field 
 

          

door, doorway 
 

         

sliding door 
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old 
 

          

used book 
 

         

used car 
 

          

noon 
 

          

afternoon, PM 
 

          

behind, back 
 

          

to talk, to recite 
 

          

language study 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___  ___  
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2. ___ ___ ___  

3. ___ ___ ___  

4. ___ ___ ___ ___  ___  

5. ___ ___ ___   

6. ___ ___ ___   

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

to be alive goldfish early, soon, quickly early (adj) 

weather tree name college 
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to teach rain 

 
The following word group will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). There are two 

ways to write "years old" in kanji,  and .  is complicated as it has many strokes, so 

many Japanese people write the simpler . Both should be recognized to mean "years 

old". 

one year old one year old 10 years old 10 years old 
 

15 years old 15 years old 100 years old How old? 

 
Similarly to  being read as ,  and  are read officially as  

however are commonly read and said as . 

 

Also keep in mind that numbers in Japanese are many times written in the arabic numbers, 

1,2,3 etc. In order to allow for more practice with the kanji numbers we will keep using kanji 

numbers for the majority of numbers in this book. 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to tell something you have decided or 

something that has been decided by somebody 
else. 

2. Learn to distinguish between an active and a 
passive decision. 

3. Learn how to connect sentences with . 

 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  Pay attention to how the verbs  and 

work in this lesson since this pattern type will show 
up again. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
7-8. Using  to 

choose things 
 
 
7-9.  (to 

decide on, choose to 
do something) 

 
 
7-10. Rules of 

behavior 

 
 
 
7-11.  (it 

has been decided, it 
has come to be) 

 
7-12. Connecting 

sentences with  
  
 
7-13. Using  

to say “or not”  

7
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7 

   graduation 

    graduation trip 

    company trip (for fun) 

    honeymoon 

   course, route, way 

   Australia 

   England 

   place (same as ) 

   very 

   more 

     since, because 

   the hiccups 

   excercise, motion 

   morning assembly (meeting) 

   enemy 

7  

  hard, awful, terrible adjective 

  awesome, great adjective 

7  

 
Even though  is a adjective you will hear it used with both  and  when it's 

modifying a word. If you search the web for both versions,  and , you will find 

plenty of examples for both being used. 
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1.    
 Godzilla is an amazing movie. 
 
2.     
 You are a great friend. 
 
3.     
 Today was an awesome day. 
 
4.     
 Yesterday I read an amazing book. 
 
5.    
 This book is amazing. 
 

7  

7  

 to quit one's job or responsibility   /  

 to stop, to quit   /  

 to decide   /  

 to be decided, be settled   regular 

 to be alive   /  

 to die   regular 
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7  

 

The thing you are quitting is marked with .  is used to quit jobs and activities such 

as club, playing an instrument etc.  

1.   
 I quit my job today. 

2.  
 I am busy, so I am going to leave the tennis club. 

3.    
 You shouldn't stop studying. 
 
 
 

 

The thing you are ending is marked with .  is used to stop a plan, quit smoking or 

other habits etc. 

1.   
 I quit smoking. 

2.    
 How do you stop the hiccups? 

3.   
 I am going to stop this game because it's not interesting. 
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 and the following verb  are the first 'active' and 'passive' verb sets that you 

will learn in this series.   is used when YOU or someone is actively deciding 

something. The item you are deciding is marked with . The item you have selected is 

marked with . 

1.    5.   
 I decided on this.    I decided on May 3rd. 

2.   6.    
 Please choose one.   I haven’t decided yet. 

3.   ?   7.    
 Have you decided your trip date?   I will decide the school next week. 

4.     8.   
 I want to choose a dress.   Which car did you decide on? 
  

 
 is very different from . When  is used it means the decision was not 

decided by any one person actively. It is normally used to describe something that was 

decided by a committee or group where the speaker didn't have any direct involvement. 
Also you will notice that the particle marking the item decided is now  and not . 

1.   
 The date of our company’s trip has been decided. 

2.    
 My daughter’s graduation has been decided.  

3.    
 My next job has not been decided. 

4.     
 My summer part time job has been determined. 
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The most common form of this verb is  to say "I am alive" or to ask a friend if 

someone is alive or not, .  

1.    
 Is your father still alive? 
   
2. 100   
 Living until 100 years old is difficult. 
  
3. 100   
 I don't want to live until 100 years old. 
  
4.    
 Einstein is no longer living. 
 
 
 

 
There are more polite ways to say someone is dead besides  such as  but 

is a very commonly used verb. It can be used to talk about death for people and for even 

electronics and cars. 

1.   
 My goldfish died. 
   
2.    
 The horse my friend was raising died. 
  
3. 200     
 All people from 200 years ago are dead.  
  
4.  
 Since I don't want to die early, I exercise every day. 
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You just learned  to say "I decide". Now we will learn another way to say you choose 

something. The verb  combined with the particle  can be used to say that something 

will be chosen over another item.  can only be used as a decision word when combined 

with . With any other particle its usage changes. Also you can NOT use  to just say "I 

decided." For that you must use  

 

[thing]   
to choose [thing] 

1.    2.   
 What would you like to drink?   What are you going to wear tomorrow? 

      
 I'll have orange juice.  (I choose) a red dress. 
 
       
 I'll have Japanese tea.      (I choose) a suit. 
 

3.   4.    
 What cat are you choosing?   Where are you taking your trip? 

      
 I choose the brown one.  I chose Hawaii. 
 
      
 I choose both.      I haven't decided yet. 

5.    6.    
 What drink did you choose?   What car did you buy? 

       
 I chose coke.  I went with (chose) a Toyota Camry. 
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You can add to the prior grammar by adding  to any informal verb to say things 

like    (I've decided to eat). Although there is the verb  (to 

decide), you can use  to say they will, have decided, or chose to do something. 

informal verb +  
I will decide to (verb). 

1.        2.   
 I have decided to go with you.    I decided to go home. 
 
3. 4        4.   
 I have decided to wake up at 4 o'clock.    I decided not to go. 
 
 

 
When you use   now you are saying something equivalent to "I make it a 

rule to do this" or "It's my policy to do this". The actual English translation can vary as long 

as the point is made. 

 

informal verb +  
I make it a rule (verb). 

1.      
 I have decided not to eat meat. / I don't eat meat. / It's my policy to not eat meat. 
 
2.    
 I have decided not to drink alcohol. / I don't drink alcohol. 
 
3.  6    
 I have made it a rule to wake up every morning at 6 o'clock. 
 
4.  3     
 I have made it a rule to exercize 3 times a week. 
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5.    
 I have made it a rule to eat healthy foods. 

6. 30    
 I have made it a rule to study Japanese 30 minutes everyday. 

 
This is used when something has been decided or something has come about without the 

direct control of the speaker or person being talked about.   

informal form verb +  
It has been decided [verb]. 

1.      

 It was decided that I would transfer to Tokyo. 
 

2.      

 It was decided that I would quit my company. 
 
3.      

 I am supposed to go to school tomorrow.  
 
4.       

 It has been decided not to drink alcohol at school parties. 

5.  7      

 At this company there is a rule that the morning assembly starts at 7 o'clock. 
 

6.    

 It's been decided I am getting married next year. 
 

7.     

 I will be working in Germany from next month. 
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Look at the example Q&A below. The first question uses , and the second one 

uses . Notice the difference.  

1.         
 It was decided that I will transfer to Kyoto next month. 

     
 That sure is hard? 

  
 Yes, I heard that. Please do your best.  

2.         
 Today I decided to eat with Mr. Tanaka. Would you like to join us, Tom?   

      
 Yes, I would like to go.  

      
 Today is a little...   

3.     
 What are you going to have, Mrs. Hayashi?   
 
     
  I will have a beer.   
 
      
  I haven't decided yet.        

 
 means the same thing as  and is also used when connecting sentences. The 

difference is that it has a more formal sound. 

1.    
 I am happy every day because I have children. 
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2.     
  I can’t go to a restaurant because I have no money. 

3.      
 There are a lots of rainy days in Seattle, so I always bring my umbrella. 

4.   
 It is late already, so shall we go home? 
 

If you are connecting a sentence that would end in , such as with nouns and  adjectives, 

then you must use . 

1.     
 Because tomorrow is Monday, I will go to school. 

2.    
  It’s an interesting book so you should read it. 
 

 

When you don’t know something, you often say phrases like "I don't know if I am going or 
not." This is easy to say by combining  after an  form verb.  

1.     
 I haven’t decided if I will live in Tokyo or not yet. 

2.    
 I don’t know if my friend will come or not. 

3.   
 I don’t know if I am going tomorrow or not. 

4.    
 I don't know if I have enough money. 

5.     
 I don't know if he understands Japanese. 
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The following example sentences are made using   and adjectives, nouns, and a 

variety of verb forms in combination with . The final verb can be a variety of verbs 

as you will see in the following examples. 

1.    

 I haven’t decided yet if I will take time off or not tomorrow. 

 

2.    

 Please tell me if this movie is interesting or not. 

 

3.     

 I don't know if tomorrow's weather will be hot. 

 

4.    

 I don’t know if that park is quiet or not. 

 
Once you know how to use you can replace the  with other verbs and 

adjectives to create more advanced sentences. 

1.     

 I don't know whether tomorrow will be hot or cold. 

 

2.     

 I don't know whether he is a friend or an enemy! 

 

3.     

 I don't know if this tree is alive or dead. 

 

4.     

 I don't know whether I want to eat or want to drink now. 
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7  

A:      

B:     

A:   

B:     

 
A: What time do you go to work, Mr. Tanaka? 
B: I make it a rule to get there at seven o’clock in the morning. 
A: That is early. Why is that? 
B: Because I start working after I drink coffee and relax.  

A:    

B:  

A:    

B:  

 
A: It was decided that I will go to a Japanese language school next year. 
B: I see. That is good. 
A: I have to study a lot, so it is going to be hard. 
B: Please do your best. 
 

A:     

B:    

A:   

B:   

A: I am going to the gym starting next week. 
B: That is great. Why? 
A: Because I haven’t been working out recently. 
B: Actually I am thinking about (doing that) too. 
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A:   

B:   

A:    

 
A: I want to buy a car, but I am perplexed [unable to decide].  
B: What are you perplexed about? 
A: I want to buy either a Nissan or a Toyota, but I can’t decide. 

7  

A: Excuse me, I am lost. Where is Ueno station? 
B: You go straight down this road and turn left at the second stoplight.   
A: Thank you very much. 
B: You are welcome. 

A:     

B:       

A:   

B:  

A: My Japanese class is very hard. 
B: How long have you been studying Japanese? 
A: Let’s see… about half a year. 
B: That’s still a short time. 
A: Yes. I will do my best a little more. [I will decide to do my best a little more] 

A:     

B:    

A:  

B:   

A:   
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A: What are you going to do tomorrow? 
B: I decided to play soccer with my friends. 
A: Can I join you guys too? 
B: Of course.  

A:    

B:     

A:    

B:  

 

7  
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7  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension from the previous page.  

 
Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 
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A) Make sentences using and the pictures below.  

   1. I have decided to play golf. 
 
      
 
      
      

   2. I have decided to go on a business trip by airplane. 
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   3.  I have decided to go to bed early. 
 
      
 
      
      

   4.  I have decided to quit smoking.  
 
      
 
      
      

B) Make sentences using and the pictures below.  

   5.  It has been decided that I go to a hospital tomorrow.  
 
      
 
      
      

   6.  It has been decided that I graduate college next month. 
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   7.  It has been decided that I take medicine once a day. 
 
      
 
      
      

 
Mr. Tanaka is having a job interview at a trading company. 
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   sales and marketing  

   office work 

    to be suited for 

   out going, diplomatic 

   to fit, match 

   selling point  
   (reason for being good) 

   aggressive, positive 

   good at 

   accurate 

   deadline 

   business field / world 

   strict, tough 

 
1.  Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 

2.  Play Tanaka san’s role and sell yourself to the interviewer.  

 

You can use the following adjectives to describe your character. 

    
 positive, forward-looking  serious, earnest  calm, collected 
 

    
 sociable good listener good speaker 
    

     
 easygoing honest, sincere 
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Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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7 kanji 117-122
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

carpenter 
 

         

handicraft 
 

          

spacious, wide 
 

          

hall, spacious room 
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to mix, to blend 
 

         

traffic 
 

          

moonlight 
 

          

to shine 
 

          

to go 
 

          

trip, travel 
 

         

to consider, to think 
 

         

reference 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___ ___    
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2. ___ ___ ___ ___  

3. ___ ___  ___  

4. ___ ___ ___  ___  

5. ___  ___  

6. ___ ___  ___ ___  

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

English language ~language old life 

last name elementary school real, truth to go 
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The following word groups will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You will 

learn  in this book in lesson 11, and  in book 5. That however won't stop you from being 

able to recognize them now. 

1 o'clock 2 o'clock 3 o'clock 4 o'clock 
 

5 o'clock 6 o'clock 7 o'clock 8 o'clock 
 

9 o'clock 10 o'clock 11 o'clock 12 o'clock 
 

1 minute 2 minutes 3 minutes 4 minutes 
 

5 minutes 6 minutes 7 minutes 8 minutes 
 

9 minutes 10 minutes 15 minutes 30 minutes 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn to say how something is done by 

conjugating the associated verb. 
2. Learn how to say you are good or bad at 

something. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  There is an important grammar point hidden in the 

Verb Usage section under the verb . 

Make sure you don't miss it! 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
8-6. How to do 

something 
 
 
8-7. Using  and  

  correctly 
 
 
8-8. The difference 

between  and 

 
 
 
8-9. Making a verb 

phrases into a noun 
with   

 and  
 
8-10. Different 

grammar same 
meaning 

 

8
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8 

  first (at first, in the beginning) 

  Japanese pinball game 

  definitely, absolutely, positively 

  this time, next time 

  in the middle of the night 

  tool 

  lunch box 

  baseball stadium 

  computer software 
 

8  

  muggy, hot and humid adjective 

  skillful, delicious, tasty  adjective 

  good at adjective 

8  

 to win, to beat   regular 

 to win, to strike, to hit   regular 

 to lose (opposite “to win”)   /  

 to be surprised   verb 

 to teach   /  

 to throw away   /  

 to get lost, be perplexed   regular 
 be uncertain, to hesitate 
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No particle is necessary for counters such as money. 

 
1.   2.     
 I won $400.00.   I lost $400.00. 
  

The object particle  marks the thing that has been won or lost.  

3.   4.   
 I won this race.  I lost the match. 
 
 

The  particle is used to show the means by which something is won or lost. 

 
5.    6.     
 I won 1000 yen at pachinko  I lost 1000 dollars at the casino. .  
   

The  particle is used to show who someone beat or whom someone lost to. 

7.  A   
 We beat team A at the basketball game. 
 
8.      
 I lost to Mr. Smith on the Kanji test. 

 
NOTE: The following examples for  are NOT just limited to this verb but can 

be used with an number of verbs and verb phrases. 
The particle  is just one way to mark the reason for being surprised. It is used only after  

adjectives and nouns.  
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1.     
 I was surprised that your English was good. 
 
2.    
 I was surprised that Mr. Tanaka’s wife was so beautiful.  
 
3.    
 I was surprised that Japan was so convenient.  
 
4.     
 I am surprised Masahiro is so good at tennis. 

When the reason for being surprised is an adjective, the adjective can be conjugated  

to the  form. When using the  form of the adjective, the tense of the adjective is 

decided by the tense of the verb that follows. 

 

1.  
 I was surprised it was expensive. 

2.   
 I was surprised that is was very cheap. 

3.   
 I was surprised Florida was so muggy. 
   

With  adjectives, you can just add  after the adjective to say "because it's [adjective]. 

However, if you are using a  adjective or a noun, you must add  ( ) before .  

1.    
 I was surprised that your English was good.    

2.    
 I was surprised that Mr. Tanaka’s wife was so beautiful.  

3.   
 I was surprised that Japan was convenient. 
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When using  with adjectives, the tense of the adjective must be changed 

accordingly. 

Note that the following examples are saying the same thing as 'Example sentences #2' in 

this section but using different grammar. 

1.    
 I was surprised because it was expensive.  
  
2.    
 I was surprised because it was very cheap.  
 

NOTE: The grammar discussed for  for showing the reason for the surprise 

can also be used with other verbs. 
 
 

 
The verb  means "to teach.” It is also very often used to mean "to tell." It is 

common for Japanese people to say  , "Tell me what your name is," 

or literally "teach me your name." The item being taught or told is marked with particle . 

 

1.      
 Please teach me kanji.   

2.        
 I taught French to my younger sister. 

3.      
 I am teaching history at school.  

4.      
 When I was in Japan I was teaching English.  
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The verb  means "to throw away". The item being thrown away is marked with the  

object marker .   

1.    
  Please throw away the trash.   
  
2.    
  These shoes are old, so I am going to throw them away.  
  
3.     
  I have decided to throw away this computer also. 

 
The thing that you are perplexed, or hesitating about, is marked with the particle . 

 is a good verb to use when you are undecided. For example, if you are trying to 

decide between a blue car and a white car and your friend asks which one you are going to 
buy you could respond with . 

1.   To be lost. 

2.   To be uncertain in life. 

 

1.    
 I am lost. (I have lost my way)   
 
2.   
 Don’t be wishy-washy.  
 
3.    
 I am undecided about marriage. 
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When explaining things like "how to eat something" or "the way to go someplace", the  

suffix is added to a verb. It is applied differently, depending on the verb type. 

(regular verb form) +  

( /  verb) minus  +  
How to [verb] / the way to [verb] 

1.    how to go 

2.     the way home / the way back 

3.    how to swim  
 

1.     how to eat  

2.     how to watch 

1.     how to do  

2.     how to come 

 

1.     

 Tom does not know how to eat sushi. 

2.      

 I am studying how to write kanji. 

3.     

 Please teach me how to make a cake. 
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4.     

 I don't know how to use this tool. 
 

5.   

 Please tell me how to get there. 

6.    

 Please teach me how to win this game. 

 
  is only used for other people, not for yourself. If you talk about yourself being good at 

something, then you should use . 

 
[thing] +  +  or  or  

good / not good at + [thing] 

1.     
 That person is good at sports. 
 
2.     
 My mother is good at cooking. 
 
3.     
 I am good at baseball. / Baseball is my speciality. 
 
4.      
 My sixteen-year-old son is not good at driving. 
 

5.     
 I am not good at having a conversation with someone I don’t know. 
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 is used like  except that it can also be used to say that something tastes good, 

just like . Also since  is an adjective, its tense can be changed like other  

adjectives. 

1.   
 This pizza tastes good! 
 
2.      
 Yesterday’s sashimi was good. 
 
 
 

 
In technical terms, we are now going to learn how to "nominalize" a verb. What this means 

is we are going to take a VERB phrase and turn it into a NOUN phrase. Once you make a 

verb phrase into a noun phrase you can advance your speaking skill quite a bit. 

 

This grammar will allow you to say things like "I like shopping at 5 in the morning." and 

"Eating pizza everyday is not good." In this section we will learn two ways to "nominalize" a 
verb phrase. The first one is . You simply add  after the verb and presto you have 

a noun phrase. 

( form verb) + ... 
doing (verb) is... 

1.    
 Eating pizza everyday is not good. 
 
2.     
 I like shopping at 5 in the morning. 
 
3.   
 Watching Japanese dramas is my hobby. 
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The other way to nominalize verbs is to add  to it. This is most commonly used and heard 

in conversation. You will hear this much more than the  way in conversation. 

(verb) + ... 
doing (verb) is... 

1.    

 Eating pizza everyday is not good. 

 

2.     

 I like shopping at 5 in the morning. 

 

3.   

 Watching Japanese dramas is my hobby. 

 

4.    

 Writing kanji is difficult. 

 

5.    

 Writing hiragana is easy. 
 

 
Every language has multiple ways to say the exact same thing. Normally you don't notice 

these multiple ways in your own language.  For this reason you might not get satisfactory 

answers from a Japanese person when asking about Japanese. Just try asking your 
friends, "What is the difference between and ?"  

Using verb noun phrases you can make new ways to say things you learned in prior 

lessons. In Course 3 we learned the “potential form” to ask someone if they “can do” 

something. 
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1.    
 Can you write kanji? 
 
2.    
 Can you eat sushi? 
 

You can say the exact same things using the new grammar learned in this lesson. 

1.     
 Can you write kanji? 
 
2.     
 Can you eat sushi? 
 

8  

A:   

B:    

A:      

B:  

A:    

B:    

A: Why don’t we go to the park today? 
B: What are we going to do at the park? 
A: Let’s have a picnic! Because I want to show you the beautiful scenery. 
B: That sounds good. Let’s go then. 
A: I will make a box lunch. 
B: Please do. Since you are a good cook, John. 
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A:   

B:   

A:   

B:    

A:   

A: I went to England last week.  
B: I envy you. Show me the pictures. 
A: Here is Tower Bridge. I was surprised it was so big. 
A: How was the English cooking? 
B: I only ate fish and chips.  

A:     

B:  

A:       

B:     

A: Yesterday I gambled with my husband. 
B: Did you win? 
A: I won a little, but my husband lost about two hundred dollars. 
B: That's why I think gambling is not good. 

A:  

B:  

A:  ! 

B:    

A: Aaaaaaaaaaaaah! That surprised me! 
B: What's the matter, Toshiko? 
A: There was a spider. I was scared! 
B: They aren't scary. You are scarier, Toshiko. 
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A: Why don’t we play tennis tomorrow? 
B: Tennis is a little… You are good at it Ms. Kobayashi, but I am not. 
A: I am not good at it yet. 
B: Hmm… How about golf instead of tennis? 

A:   

B:     

A:   

B:   

A: I have pictures of my mother from when she was in elementary school. 
B: Really? How old was she then? 
A: She was eight years old. Shall I show them to you? 
B: Instead of that, show me pictures of you a long time ago. 

A:      

B:   

A:  

B:      

 

A: Tanaka (teacher) is skilled a teaching math. 
B: Is that so? Nakamura (teacher) is unskilled at teaching. 

A:     

B:    

A: I won 21,000 yen at pachinko. 
B: I also won, but I only won 7,000 yen. 
A: Did Mr. Shimada win? 
B: No. He lost 4,000 yen. 
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A:   

B:    

A:   

B:  

A: Have you ever made a cake? 
B: No, because I am not good at cooking. Why? 
A: Tomorrow is my son's birthday, so I want to make a cake. But I don’t know how  
 to make one. 

A:     

B:    

A:       

   

A: Are you able to use this software? 
B: No, it's my first time using it. Is that not good? 
A: It's okay. I will teach you how to use it. 

A:   

B:   

A:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



207

8  



208

8  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension from the previous page.  
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Using ONLY the words and particles provided, create Japanese sentences that match the 

English translation. You can conjugate adjectives and verbs and reuse items if needed. 
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Circle the appropriate word and complete each conversation. 
 

1. A:    

 B:       

2. A:      

 B:     

3. A:      
 B:     

 A:         
   
 B:        

 
Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Ken’s girlfriend made him dinner and he must eat no matter what it is.

:    

:     

:   

:   

:    

:  

:    

:   

:     

:     

:    

   

:    

    

:     

:    

 

   favorite food 

   fermented soybeans 

   unique, one of a kind 

   what a waste 
 



212

 

 No.1 No.2 No.3  
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8 kanji 123-128
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 

          

expensive, tall 
 

          

high school 
 

          

high-valued yen currency 
 

          

egg yolk 
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country 
 

          

black and white 
 

          

to return to one’s own country 
 

          

black 
 

          

to fit, to match 
 

          

total (amount) 
 

         

valley 
 

          

valley river 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___ ___   
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2. ___ ___   

3. ___ ___  ___ ___  

4. ___ ___ ___   

5. ___ ___ ___ ___   

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

a lot, many last name last name tall, expensive 
 

baby after  
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The following word groups will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). The days of 

the month  

one person two people three people four people 

how many people the 1st the 2nd the 3rd 

the 4th the 5th the 6th the 7th 

the 8th the 9th the 10th the 11th 
 

the 12th the 13th the 14th the 15th 

the 18th the 20th what day of the month? 
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Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to use  and  in combination with 

other verbs. 
2. Learn how to use the positive  verb form. 

3. Learn how to say "I wonder if..." 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  The  verb form is a very commonly used verb 

type. You will sound native if you use it properly. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
9-6. Using  and 

 with other verbs 
 
 
9-7. Different verb 

forms and tenses of 
(verb)   

 
 
9-8. The  verb 

form 
 
 
9-9. Sentence 

structure of a  
 verb list 

 
 
9-10. Using the same 

verb but different 
form with  

 
 
9-11. Using  (to 

wonder if) 

9
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9 

  somebody 

  shower 

  hot water 

  Hey! 

  after that 

  tears 

  character; personality  

  The Grand Canyon  

  the weekend  

~  ~  wonder [see Grammar section] 

  north entrance/exit  

  south entrance/exit  

  east entrance/exit  

  west entrance/exit 

 

9  

   strange adjective 

  regrettable adjective 

  dirty, disgusting adjective 

  funny, strange adjective 

9  

  to laugh  regular 

  to be mad or angry   regular 
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  to cry   regular 

   to take a shower    /  

   to flush the toilet    regular 

  to be fired    regular 

9  

 
There isn't anything special to say about these verbs. Using grammar discussed in prior 
lessons you can show why you are laughing and crying using  etc. 

1.    2.   
 I laughed because it was funny.    I cried because I was sad. 
 

Here are some examples using the  form of the  adjectives. 

1.    2.   
 I laughed because it was funny.    I cried because I was sad. 
    
  
 
 

 
The particle  is used to mark the person someone is mad at. It is important to note that 

when you are mad at someone, you need to use the  form because you are in an 

ongoing state of being mad. 

 

(person)   
to be mad at (person) 
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1.     
 I am mad at Tom. 
   

2.     
 My father is mad at me. 
  

3.     
 My mother was mad because my grades were bad.  
  
4.      
 Because he did his best, please don't be mad.  
 
 
 

 
This verb  is not limited to showers. You can use it to "bathe" in sunlight and you 

might hear it used in other cases where your body is showered with something.  

1.    

 I am taking a shower now. 

  
2.    

 I will go to bed after taking a shower. 

 
3.     

 I make it a rule to take a shower in the morning. 

 
The item that is being flushed or washed off is marked with . 

 

(thing)   
to flush or wash off (thing) 
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1.      
 Please flush the toilet, Ken-chan. 
 
2.      
 I flushed the toilet. 
 
3.       
 It smells so flush the toilet! 
 

is also used somewhat poetically to mean “shed tears” and it can also be used to 

"shed blood". 

1.     

 I shed tears because I was sad. 
 
2.     

 I shed tears because I was happy. 
 

3.        

 During war, the blood of many people is shed. 

 
 
This is kind of funny if you directly translate it to "become a neck". 

1.      
 Today I got fired.   
 
2.     
 I heard that Mr. Yamada got fired. 
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9  

 
 and  can be used in combination with other verbs to say things like, "I will go to 

see," and, "go to eat." You can also think of this as a way to state the purpose of your 

“going” or “coming” somewhere.  

For regular verbs the following pattern is used: 

( form verb) +   or   
will go or come to (verb) 

For / verbs the must be dropped. 

( /  minus ) +   or   

      to go and meet (to go visit) 
  to go and see (to go see) 

  to go drinking 
  to go and do 

  to come and meet (to come visit) 
  to come and see (to come see) 

  to come and listen (to come listen) 
 
 

 
The verb form and tense of  and  can be changed to create other expressions. 

Look at the examples below to see the type of powerful sentences that can be made. 

1.       
 Please come to my house to have dinner tomorrow. 

2.     
 I am going to buy some stamps now. 
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3.     
 Mr. Tanaka is coming to play (hang out) today. 
 
4.     
 Yesterday I went to the library to study. 
 
5.     
 I want to go surfing in Hawaii. 
 
6.    
 I went to the hotel to take a shower. 

 
The verb form is commonly used to state a series of actions. In English we might say,  

"I do things like watch TV, eat pizza, and play games." Using the  verb form you can 

achieve the same effect; rather than listing everything, you only give a representative list. 
It’s easy to create this verb. Just add  to the informal past form. This pattern works with 

both the positive and the negative past forms. 

informal past positive verb +  

     like reading books 

     like watching movies 

     like shopping 
 

informal past negative verb +  

     like not reading books 

     like not studying 

     like not taking a shower 
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You can have as many verbs and verb phrases strung in a row in your  verb list.  

All verbs in the list are changed into the  form and then  (any form) is added to the 

end of the list. You can have three or more verbs in a row, or even just one. 

Important: The tense of the entire  sentence is determined by the tense and form of 

the  verb at the end of the statement. Look at the following three sentences. The only 

difference in the statements is the  verb at the end. 

1.       
 On Saturday I do things like watch TV, eat pizza and play video games. 
 
2.       
 On Saturday I did things like watch TV, eat pizza and play video games.  
 
3.       
 On Saturday I want to do things like watch TV, eat pizza and play video games. 

1.      
 What type of things do you do at work? 
  
     
 I do things like writing reports and doing meetings. 
  
      
 I do things like making websites and programming. 
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2.      
 What are you going to do in Las Vegas? 

    
 I am going to do things like shopping and going to the Grand Canyon. 

3.      
 What do you always do on the weekend? 
 
    
 I do things like ride boats and swim. 

    
 I do things like ride a bicycle and running. 

4.   ?  
 Why is your girlfriend (or “she”) mad at you? 

    
 Because I do things like not flush the toilet. 

 
In the grammar section above, all of the  expressions used different verbs. In this 

section we will use the same verb. When the same verb is used in the  statement you 

will notice that in English "sometimes" is in the sentences. This is the nuance that is created 
by using the same verb twice. The final  tense determines the entire tense. 

  

1.     
 Sometimes Mr. Yamada works and sometimes he doesn’t. 
 
2.   
 Sometimes I wake up at nine and sometimes I don’t. 
 
3.    
 Sometimes my baby cries and sometimes she doesn’t. 
 
4.    
 When I was young, sometimes I had money, and sometimes I didn’t. 
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 is added to the end of a sentence to change the sentence into a "I wonder if….." 

sentence. In the past  was mostly used only by men and women used  which 

served the same purpose. In modern Japan, most young women say  as the men do.   

Be careful using this when speaking to someone you are not familiar with. Remember that 
 is an informal expression and could be considered rude when using it where it is not 

normally expected. With people you do not know it will be better not to “wonder” but to ask 

the question to the person directly. 
The verb used with  must be in the informal form. 

(informal verb / verb phrase) +  
I wonder if + (verb / verb phrase) 

1.    
 I wonder if I can go to Tokyo next year.  
 
2.     
 I wonder if it is going to rain or not tomorrow. 

 can be used with question words, nouns, and adjectives. should always be 

removed when using . You can also add the informal question marker  in the 

sentence. 

 

1.    
 I wonder if it is cold in Japan. 
 
2.    
 I wonder if that restaurant is expensive. 
 
3.   
 I wonder why. 
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4.   
 I wonder where (it is). 
 
5.    
 I wonder if that is Mr. Murata. 
 
6.    (The  is optional here.)  
 I wonder if Tom is still studying Japanese. 
 

9  

A:    

B:      

A:       

B:  

A: Won't you go drinking with me after work? 
B: I have a Japanese class, so let's make it tomorrow. 
A: All right. Then let’s meet at the east exit of the train station tomorrow at five thirty. 
B: Okay. 
 

A:     

B:   

A:     

B:    

A:   

A: I am going to cook Italian food tomorrow, so won't you come and eat? 
B: I am happy. What are you going to make? 
A: I think maybe I will make spaghetti. 
B: Sorry. I can't eat pasta. 
A: Well then, let’s have pizza. 
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A:     

B:    

A: What do you always do on weekends? 
B: I do things like reading books and playing video games. 
 

A:     

B:   

A:   

B:  

 
A: Mr. Smith gets mad easily, doesn’t he? 
B: That's true. I wonder why. 
A: I wonder if it is his personality. 
B: Maybe. 

9  

A:   That person is strange, huh? 
B:   Why? 
A:   He is laughing and talking by himself. 

A:   

B:   

A:   

A: We haven’t seen Toshiko recently, have we? I wonder what she is doing. 
B:  I heard she goes to several schools, such as an English language school and  
 a cooking school. 
A: She sure is busy. 
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A:    

B:     

A:  

A: What did you do on the weekend? 
B: I read books, watched movies and shopped.   
A: I took a trip to Kyoto. 
B: That’s nice. Weren't there a lot of people? 
A: Since it was raining, there weren’t that many people. 

A:    

B:     

A:     

B:    

A:    

 

A: Tomorrow Akiko is coming to hang out at my house. 
B: Really!? Can I go too? 
A: Sure. We are going to watch a Japanese video. 
B: Sounds good (That’s nice). I am looking forward to it. 
 
A:     

B:     

A:     

B:    
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9  
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9  

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension. Assume the speaker's 
name is .  

 
Using ONLY the words and particles provided, create Japanese sentences that match the 

English translation. You can conjugate adjectives and verbs and reuse items if needed. 
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Answer the following questions using the verb form. 

 
Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 
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Mrs. Kuroda is complaining about her loud neighbors. 

:  

:    

:   

:    

      

  
 

:    

:    

    
 

:    

:    

 

   to be troubled 

   to play (music) 

   to give a warning 

   It's hopeless. 
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9 kanji 129-134
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

now 
 

          

this year 
 

          

today 
 

          

5 years old 
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genius 
 

          

to make 
 

          

an essay, composition 
 

          

calculation 
 

          

estimate, budget 
 

          

cancellation 
 

         

to stop 
 

          

municipal, city 
 

          

market, marketplace (a physical market) “the market” for stocks etc. is  ( ) 
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___   

 

2. ___ ___  ___ ___   

3. ___ ___ ___   

4.  ___  ___   

5. ___ ___ ___ ___  ___   

6. ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___  
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The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

now this year this week this month 
 

day age, year near, close to make 

before okay, ok, all right 

 
The following word groups will no longer have any  (hiragana on top).  

number 1, the most number 2 number 3 number 4 

number 5 number 6 number7 number 8 

number 9 number 10 number 20 what number? 

100 200 300 400 
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500 600 700 800 

900 

 
Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to use  with adjectives and 

verbs. 
2. Learn how to use  form to describe successive 

actions. 
3. Learn how to use  and  with verbs. 

 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  The  grammar in this lesson can be used 

with both adjectives and verbs. This is like learning 
two grammars in one! 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
10-9.  (“It will 

become…,” or “To 
get…”) used with 
adjectives 

 
 
10-10. Using  

with verbs  
 
 
10-11. Using the  

form to describe 
successive actions 

 
 
10-12. Using  and 

 with verbs  

10
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10 

  day 

  year, age 

  a shrine visit on New Year’s Day  

  water-spring, fountain 

  souvenir 

  hair 

  an explanation 

  anxiety, uneasiness 

  worries, troubles  

  diet 

  New Year’s Day 

  the difference 

  nearby 

10 

  thin adjective 

  thick, fat adjective 

  special adjective 

10 
 

1.    3.   
 a cold day    a summer day 

2.    4.  
 a special day    a vacation day / day off 
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1.    3.    
 It’s a difficult age.    It was a great year.  

2.     4.  * 
 It was a hard year.    How old are you? 

 
 is a noun, but when translated into English it is often translated as if it is a verb. 

Even though the more accurate translation of  is "it's a worry" most of the time 

you will hear it translated as the more natural "I am worried". 

1.     
 I am worried about my mother. 

2.      
 I am worried about tomorrow’s test. 

3.    
 You don't need to worry. (the verb "to need" is taught in this lesson) 

 
 is a combination of  and  and the meaning doesn't change from 

 at all. You might see in a dictionary that  is "worries" and  is 

"a worry" but in Japanese most nouns can be singular OR plural so this distinction doesn't 
really help. In most cases the usage of  is the same as .  

1.    
 Do you have any worries? 
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2.     
 My worry is my husband’s job. 

3.     
 I don’t want to remember my worries. 

10 

  to take an item  regular 

   to take a picture  regular 

  to age, to get old   regular 

  to worry   

  to explain   

  to need  / exception 

10 

 

Both  and  are used in the same way. The only difference in usage is the which 

kanji is used. The item that you are "taking" is marked with the object marker . 

1.   2.    
 I want to take a day off.    I am taking Japanese class now. 

3.   4.   
  Please pass me the salt.  Please take a photo. 

5.   6.    
  Please don't take any pictures.  I took 2 pieces of paper. 

7.   8.    
  I am good at taking photos.  I want to know how to take photos. 
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In this lesson you will learn how to say "to get old" with the adjective  by dropping the 

 and adding . It is VERY easy to assume that  is used to say "getting 

older in age". However, when you want to say "getting old" for a person or living thing you 
must use the verb phrase . 

1.    
 I don’t want to get old. 
  

2.    
 My grandmother is getting on in years, but she is fine.  
 

3.    
 Getting older is not fun. 

 
In this lesson you have already learned to say you are worried about something using  

can also be used as a verb by adding . The thing you are worried 

about is marked with . 

1.    
 Please don’t worry about me. 
  
2.      
 My father is always worrying about me. 
  

3.     
 Because this year's picture wasn't good, I'm worried about next year's picture also. 
  
4.   
 I was worried about this week's test, but it was okay. 
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The thing you are explaining is marked with the object marker . 

1.    
 Please explain properly. 
 

2.   
 I will explain it to you later. 
 
3.     
 Please explain the differences between Japan and Europe. 

10 

 
By changing the last of any  adjective into  and then adding , you can say things 

like “it has become hot.” Changing the tense of  also changes the overall tense. 

 

adjective minus  + +  
it will become / it will get (adjective) 
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A:     

B:      

A:  Is Japanese difficult? 
B: It was easy at first, but recently it has gotten difficult.  

A:      

B:     

A:  What is Japan’s weather like now? 
B:  It gets a little cold at night. 

A:      

B:    

A:    

B:   

  

A:     

A: I bought a new computer yesterday. 
B: How much did it cost?  
A: It was about 70,000 yen.  
B: Computers have sure gotten cheap.  
 Where did you buy it? 
A: I bought it at a nearby store. 

A:    . 

B:      

A:  

 
A: I wonder if this year it's gotten hotter than last year. 
B: I don't think so. I think this year it's gotten colder. 
A: I wonder if that's so... 
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The trick of changing the  to a  then adding  that you just learned for adjectives 

can be used with any verb form that ends in , including , , and . 

 ending verb form minus  + +  

A phrase like  can be made with this pattern. However, the phrase does not 

translate into English very well. It's a nuance that can only be found in Japanese. When you 
say , you mean, “I want to go.” But the phrase implies that you did not 

want go before. The  implies that something has changed and you now want 

to go.  Instead of just "I want to go" it really means "NOW, I want to go." 

1.    
 Now I want to see a movie. 
 
2.      
 After talking with my friend in Japan I want to return to Japan. 
 
3.      
 After seeing it on TV I wanted to buy a new Toyota. 

 

When  is used with negative verbs, it tends to be the equivalent of “no longer.” 

Or instead of saying "I don't want to" you are saying "now I don't want to". 

Look at the following example sentences to see how  is used with a variety of verb 

forms. The first sentence implies that you used to be able to buy a car, but now you cannot. 
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In book 3 you learned how to say one action after another using form and . 

1.    2.    
 I will play after studying.  After I ride a bus I will take a taxi. 

 
If you have more than one action you can simply string the  forms together without using  

 until you come to the last action. The last verb decides the tense of the entire 

sentence. The verbs should be in the order of occurrence.   

1.     
 I took a shower, ate breakfast and went to school. 
 * Since the final verb is past tense, every other verb in the string is past tense. 

2.     
 I will wake up at seven, study for about four hours, and then eat lunch. 
 * The last verb is future tense, so every other verb in the string is also future tense. 

3.      
 Please turn left, then don't turn at the next intersection and go straight. 
 * The last verb is command form, so every other verb is also command form. 

 
 (before) and (after) can be placed after verbs to indicate that something was done 

before or after another action. When using , the verb that comes before it MUST be the 

dictionary form ( form).   

form +  
before [verb phrase] 



256

When using , the verb must be the informal past tense form ( form), because the action 

has already taken place.  

form verb phrase +  
after [verb phrase] 

1.   
 before (I,you,he,she etc.) go  after (I,you,he,she etc.) went 

2.   
 before (I,you,he,she etc.) eat  after (I,you,he,she etc.) eat 

3.   
 before (I,you,he,she etc.) sell  after (I,you,he,she etc.) sell 

4.   
 before (I,you,he,she etc.) come  after (I,you,he,she etc.) came 

5.   
 before (I,you,he,she etc.) knew  after (I,you,he,she etc.) knew 

Since adding and  transforms the sentence into a time you can add the time marker  

after them.  NOTE: You can also use  instead of . 

1.    
 Before I watch TV I will study. 

2.    
 Before I watched TV I studied. 

3.       
 Before I go to Japan, I will go to a Japanese language school. 

4.       
 Before I went to Japan, I went to a Japanese language school. 
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1.   
 After I watched TV, I studied. 

2.    
 After I went to Japan, I went back to college. 

3.    
 I ate after going to the park. 

4.    
 Tomorrow, after I return from school I want to study. 

10 

A:   

B:   

A:   

B:    

A:     

 
A: Yukari, I can't come home tomorrow. 
B: What! Why? 
A: Work! Work! 
B: What kind of work? Explain! 
A: Sorry. I wanted to go drinking with everyone, but I'll come home early. 

A:      

B:      

A:       

B:    
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A: Has your grandmother gotten better? 
B: Yes, she can already walk by herself now. 
A: That’s good. Is she still going to the hospital? 
B: No, she is not going anymore. 

A:     

B:     

A:    

A: My sister is visiting from England. (Literally: "Coming to play") 
B: What does your sister do in England? 
A: She is studying English. 

A:    

B:   

A:    

A: I don’t know right and left.  
B: What are you talking about? 
A: About the way to hold chopsticks. 

A:   

B:  

A:     

B:  

A:   

B:     

A: Welcome to the store. What are you looking for? 
B: A cellular phone. 
A: This is the newest and most convenient one. What do you think?  
B: How much is it? 
A: €300 and tax. 
B: Okay. Then give me this one. Please explain how it is used. 
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10 

A: It has been decided that we will take a trip to America.  
 Is it all right if I come to your house, Mr. Smith? 
B: When?  
A: I think it will be around September. 
B: That’s fine. Please come. 
 

A:       

B:   

A:    

B:  

A: It sure has become cold outside. 
B: It is still October right?  
A: This year it's been getting hot and getting cold. 
B: It sure is strange. 
 
A:    

B:    

A:   

B:  

A: Masahiro kun got big didn't he. 
B: It's true! (you're right). I wonder why he got so big! 
A: He eats 4 times a day! 
B: Well then he is going to get bigger! 
A: I am scared. 
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A:    

B:    

A:    

B:   

A:  

A: Your Japanese has gotten better. I am surprised. 
B: Thank you. 
A: When I met you before, you could only say “Good Afternoon.”  
  How much are you studying? 
B: I study for about an hour every day. 
 
A:    

B:  

A:    

   

B:    

A: I want to be thin. 
B: Me too. I have been dieting since Spring. 
A: What kind of diet are you doing? 
B: It s a diet in which I only eat bananas. 

A: I don’t think that I could do it. 
 
A:   

B:    

A:    

B:    

A:    
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10 
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10 
 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  

 
Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 
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Look at Mr. Yokota’s daily routine and answer the following questions. 
  

7:00a.m. get up 4:30p.m. go home 
7:15a.m. take a shower 5:00p.m. go to play tennis 
7:30a.m. eat breakfast 7:30p.m. dinner with his family 
8:00a.m. go to work 8:00p.m.-9:30p.m. watch TV 
8:30a.m.- 12:00p.m. work 11:00p.m. go to bed 
12:00p.m.-1:00p.m. lunch break   

        
  

 
Write about your daily routine by using the grammar in this lesson. Make at least three 

sentences in Japanese. 
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Two Japanese college students are talking about how they are doing. 

:   

:    

  

:   

  

:   

    

:   

:   

  

   

 

   to graduate 

   those days  

   to feel nostalgic 

   part-time job  

   (short for ) 

 
Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 

Talk about your good old days and current life with your partner. 
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10 kanji 135-140
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

to think 
 

         

memories 
 

          

paper 
 

          

letter 
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myself, * sometimes “you” (in Kansai area) 
 

          

for oneself 
 

          

mountain temple 
 

          

time 
 

          

watch, clock 
 

          

classroom 
 

          

the Muromachi period 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___  

 

2. ___ ___ ___   
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3. ___  ___ ___ ___   

4. ___  ___ ___   

5. ___ ___   

6. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

7. ___ ___ ___  ___  

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

China last week last month last year  
 

when~  time, hour one’s self; myself to match 
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painting, drawing common last name common last name  
 

 
Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to make if-then statements using 

and the  verb forms. 

2. Learn how to say something should or should not 
be done. 

 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  IF-THEN statements are very common in everyday 

language. Pay extra attention to learning how they 
work because you will be using them a lot. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
11-8. You should… 
 
 
11-9. You shouldn’t… 
 
 
11-10. If-then 

statements 
 
 
11-11. If-then 

statements using  
 

 
 
11-12. If-then 

statements using the 
 verb form 

 
 
11-13. Using  verb 

form to mean "when"  
 
 
11-14. Using "or" with 

verb phrases 

11
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11 

   if 

   anytime 

   Texas 

   dialect 

   Kansai dialect 

   Touhoku dialect 

   standard Japanese 

   electricity, lights 

   black board 
 
 

11 

 
means “if,” but is rarely used alone. It is used together with a verb conjugated into one 

of the various if-then conjugations which will be discussed in this and future lessons. 
Although it seems like you could just say   to mean "If you go.", unfortunately this 

just doesn’t work.  must be conjugated into one of the “if” forms. 

 
NOTE: You will see  also to mean "if..." and it is often used alone such as in the title 

of a poem or story. 

11 

  healthy adjective 

  healthy  adjective 
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11 

Japan was not always the linguistically unified country that it is today. Before there was a 
standard Japanese, language, geography and walls isolated many Japanese towns from each 
other. There were different styles of speaking from area to area, such as different sentence 
endings, varied intonations, and even totally unique words.  
 
Even after unification, the different styles of speaking remained then and even in modern 
Japan. The Tokyo dialect, which is considered to be “standard Japanese  ( ), is 
the official language of Japan. The most well-known dialect in Japan is probably the Kansai 
dialect ( ).  is spoken in the western area of Japan, or as the 

Japanese call it, the “Kansai area.” is typically associated with  which is 
in the middle of the Kansai area. The surrounding cities also speak similarly, though there are 
differences from place to place. The differences between  and  (just 
one hour apart by train) might be hard for the novice Japanese speaker to notice, but there are 
quite a few. 

11 

 to borrow, rent   /  

 to loan, lend   regular 

 to return (pay back)   regular 

 to stay up late   irregular 

 to turn on   /  

 to turn off, to erase   regular 

11 
 
The item being borrowed is marked with the direct object marker . Since money is often 

borrowed it's important to remember that amounts are NOT considered objects so if you 
say 100  or 1000 remember that you don't need an . 
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The person or place that you are borrowing from is marked with  or . Whether you 

use  or  the meaning doesn't change. 

 

1.     
 I borrowed 500 dollars from Mr. Hara.   
 
2.     
 I borrowed an umbrella from my friend because it was raining.   
 
3.     
 I want to borrow money from the bank.   
 

4.       
 Since I am going to drive to Tokyo tomorrow I borrowed a car from Tanaka san.   
 
 
 

 
Just like  when you use  the item being loaned is marked with  and of course 

the same rules apply for using  when talking about amounts of something. The person 

that items are being lent is marked with the particle . 

 

1.   
   Please lend me your car tomorrow.   
 
2.     
  I am not going to lend you money anymore. 
 
3.   3   
 Mori san lent Hayashi san 30,000 yen. 
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It's getting a little bit repetitive... perhaps you see a pattern? The item being returned is 
marked with . 

1.   
    Please lend me your cell phone a bit. I will return it right away.   
 
2.    
 I will pay you back the money I borrowed yesterday. 
 
3.    
 I returned a book to the library. 
 
4.      
 Nakata san returned the sugar that he borrowed last week today. 
 
 
 

 
In a prior lesson you learned how to say  (all-nighter) and you can add  to make 

it into a verb to say "I stayed up all night". The meaning for   isn't drastically 

different, but instead of an "all-nighter" where you don't sleep, means you 

stayed up late. This is similar to saying "I burned the midnight oil". 

 

1.  

 I stayed up late yesterday.   

  
2.    

 Since tomorrow is early (I have to get up early), I don't want to stay up late tonight. 

 
The item being turned on is marked with . Another way to say “turn on” is  

 which means to “add power” or “turn the switch on”.   is normally 

used for computers and other devices. 
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1.   
    Turn the TV on please.   

2.    
 Since it’s dark shall I turn on the lights? 

3.    
 Please turn on the cell phone. 

4.    
 Tanaka-san turned on the computer. 

5.     

 Because my father is sleeping, please don’t turn on the lights ( ). 

6.    
 Who turned on my monitor? 
 

 
The item being turned off or erased is marked with . Another way to say “turn off” is 

  which means to “cut power” or “turn the switch off”. 

1.   
    Turn the TV off please.   
 
2.    
 Since it’s bright shall I turn off the lights? 
 
3.    
 Please turn off your cell phone. 
 
4.    
 Tanaka-san turned off the computer. 
 
5.   
 Please erase the blackboard. 
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11 

 
By adding  after any form verb (informal past tense) you can say things 

like, “You should study,” or, “You should go”. Don't let the fact that you are using the past 

tense form of the verb confuse you since it doesn't have any bearing on the meaning. 

 

form verb +   
(person) should (verb) 

1.    
  You should study Japanese. 
 
2.     
   Since vegetables are healthy, you should eat them everyday. 
 

3.       
   Since cars are expensive you should borrow money from the bank.  
 
4.     
   You should drink orange juice when you are sick. 
 
5.     
   You should take a shower everyday. 
 

 

 
If you want to say phrases like, “You shouldn’t go,” or, “You shouldn’t eat,” you can add

  after the form (informal negative present / future tense). 

form verb +   
 [person] shouldn’t [verb] 
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1.    
Mr. Nakata, you have work tomorrow, so you shouldn't stay up late.

2.   
You shouldn’t eat french fries every day.

3.    
You shouldn’t watch this movie because it's scary.

4.     
Since Tanaka doesn’t a job you shouldn't loan him money.

5.     
You shouldn’t give that much candy to children.

6.    
Because the pay is good, you shouldn’t quit your job.

In Japanese, there are four types of if-then statements. We introduce two in this lesson.

An if-then statement is made up of two parts, the “condition” (IF) and the “result” (THEN).

As in English, the condition is usually the first part of the sentence, and the result is the

second part. For example, in the sentence, “If I have work tomorrow, then I won’t be able to

go to the party,” the condition is, “If I have work tomorrow,” and the result of the condition is,

“I won’t be able to go to the party.”

This is a very simple way to create an if-then statement in Japanese. All you have to do is
add  and . When using the if-then statement, any verb in the condition must

be in the informal form. The tense of the verb in the result decides the formality of the

sentence.

 (informal verb / verb phrase) +  + result 
If [condition], then [result] 



281

1.       
 If I don’t go to Japan this year, I will probably go next year. 
 

2.      
 If you don’t have time right now, let’s meet later. 
 
3.    
 If you (Deguchi san) isn't going, I won’t go either. 
 
4.    
 If Yukari is going to the party, then I also want to go. 
 

The second part of the if-then statement is not limited to being just a result. It can be a 

request, command, suggestion or even a question. 
 

1.     
 If you are going to buy a suitcase, the Hankyu Department store is cheap. 
 
2.      
 If you (Yamada san) are unable to go, shall I go to buy it?  
 
3.      
 If you are coming to my house today, please come around five o’clock. 
 
4.     
 If you have the money, I think you should buy it. 

Of course,  can also be used with adjectives, including  and . When the 

condition is an  or  adjective, should be removed. 

1.     
 If that store is cheap, let’s buy it there. 
 
2.    
 If you don’t like Italian cooking, how about French cooking? 
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3.      
 If you like sushi, you will probably come to like sashimi too. 

4.      
 If you like Japanese, you will probably like Korean. 

5.      
 If the suit I wore yesterday is still clean, I will wear it today also. 

6.     
 If that restaurant is expensive, let’s find a different restaurant. 

 
The  “if-then” verb form is made by adding a  to the form (informal past tense). 

The  form verbs are covered in Course 2, Lesson 9 of Japanese From Zero!. 

[informal past tense] +  

 form +  

  if (you) go 
  if (you) drink 
  if (you) eat 
  if (you) buy 
   if (you) get better 

 

The if-then statement using  verb form is made similarly to the  if-then statement. 

 [ verb form] + result 
If [condition], then [result] 

1.    
 If you don’t have money, I will loan some to you. 
 
2.      
 If I buy a house, please come to see it. 
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3.     
 If you stay up late, you can’t work the next day. 
 
4. 6       
 If I return home by 6 o’clock, I can watch my favorite TV show. 

 
 

 
The  verb form is a super-common form because it can also be used in a way similar to 

how  is used. There is no easy way to tell when the  form means "when" and when 

it means "if” beyond the context of the conversation. You will also find out that most of the 

time that whether you translate it as IF or WHEN, that the meaning doesn’t change. 

 
If  is at the beginning of the if-then statement, then it will certainly be an if-then 

statement rather than a "when" statement. 

1.   
 Let's go out when I finish eating dinner.   
 

2.       
  When I go to my friend's house, we always watch movies.  
 
3.     
  When I was cleaning, my friend came over.  
 
4.     
  If you go to Japan, please send me a postcard. 
 
5.    
  When Dad comes, call me. 
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In Japanese From Zero! Book 3 Lesson 5 you learned how to say a list of items with "or" 
using  with nouns. Remember it is optional to have  after the last item. 

 

1.       
 Which do you like, dogs or cats? 
 

2.       
 Next year I want to go to Japan or China. 
 

You can also do this very same list with verb phrases. The verb phrases must be in the 

informal form. The final verb in the sentence determines the politeness of the entire 
statement. You can take ANY sentence and add it to the  list. Examples 4-7 are 

examples of more complicated combinations. 

 

1.      
 I am considering whether to go to Tokyo or Osaka. 
 
2.    
 I don't know if I am going to sleep or eat. 
 
3.      
 Tell me if you are going to buy a car or not. 
 
4.   
 I don't know if it would be better to sleep now or stay up late and study. 
 

5.     
 Please decide if you want to go by train or walk. 
 
6.     
 I don’t know if I have or don’t have work tomorrow. 
 
7.       
 I don’t know if I should eat this fish, or if I should throw it away. 
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11 

A:      

B:      

A:   

B:   

A: If you are going to go to America, you should study English. 
B: Yes, I think so too. Do you have any good English books? 
A: Yes, I do. I will loan you a good book next time, okay. 
B:   Thank you. 

A:     

B:   

A:      

A: I am being transferred to London next month. 
B: I see. I will be sad. When will you be able to return? 
A: I will know on Monday. If the transfer is long, please marry me. 

A:   

B:       

A:    

B:  

A: I want to travel to Africa. 
B: If you go to Africa, you should buy a lot of medicine. 
A: What kind of medicine? 
B: Various. 
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A:    

B:    

A:   

 
A: If you had 100,000 dollars, what would you do? 
B: I want to buy a boat and go all the way to Hawaii. 
A: That’s an amazing dream.  
 

11 

A: I always want to hear Mai’s voice. 
B: Why? 
A: Because I like her. 
B: If you really like Mai, you should not call her in the middle of the night. 
A: You’re right. I won’t do it anymore. 

A:     

B:  

A:  

B:          

A:     

A: If you see (meet) Tanaka, return this money to him, will you? 
B:   What!? How come you are not going to return it yourself? 
A: Since I am borrowing a lot of money (owe a lot of), I don’t want to (see) meet him. 
B:   I think you should return it yourself. 

A:     

B:     

A:   

B:     
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A: Where are you going (older sister)? 
B: I am going to buy clothing. 
A: If you buy some, loan them to me. 
B: Again!? Buy your own clothes! 

A:   

B:    

A:    

B:     

 

A: You are sure not eating much. 
B: Yeah, because I want to be thin. 
A: If you get thin, what do you want to do? 
B: I want to eat chocolate. 
A: That is strange! 
 
A:   

B:  

A:    

B:   

A:   
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11 
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11 

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension on the previous page.  

1.     

2.     

3.    

4.  

5.    

 
Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 
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Answer the following questions in Japanese. 
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Read each sentence on the left and select an appropriate sentence that matches up from 

those in the box. 

 
Look at the pictures below and make suggestions using .  

1 1.   

1 2.   

1 3.   
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1 4.   

1 5.   

 
Miss Mori and Mr. Terada are talking about their ideal match. 
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   manly, manlike 

   ideal, dream,  

   skilled in using one's hands 

   do-it-yourself (carpenter) 

 (particle)   used to show envy  
   (end of sentence) 

 
Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 

Talk about your ideal match with your partner. 
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11 kanji 141-147
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297



298

 

 
Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

company 
 

          

society 
 

          

weak 
 

          

coward, weakling 
 

          

neck 
 

          

ankle 
 

         

to mix, to blend 
 

          

fall, autumn 
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the first day of autumn 
 

          

spring (season) 
 

          

youth 
 

          

to write 
 

         

calligraphy 
 

          

a little bit 
 

          

boy, juvenile, young boy 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___   

 

2. ___ ___ ___  
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3. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

4. ___ ___ ___ ___   

5. ___ ___ ___  
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The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

spring friend movie this time  
 

last time  to enter, to go into child, children a singer 
 

 
Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to say something was accomplished 

within a certain amount of time or with a specific 
quantity of item. 

2. Learn how to use  with verbs to define a 

period of time. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  You have learned that particle  can be a “by 

which means” marker. Now you will learn how to 
use it with time and amounts, but it is still just a 
“means” marker. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
12-8.  (to need) 
 
 
12-10. Using  with 

verbs 
 
 
12-11. Using  with 

amounts 

12
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12 

  preparations 

  dress shirt  

  Taiwan 

  the last time 

  this time 

  delivery 

  a fight 

  a ride, a mode of transportation 

  Silicon Valley 

  dinner 

  baby sitter 

  love 

  other, another 

  short-sleeved shirt 

  karaoke 

3  L D K
 

 3LDK 3 LDK  three bedrooms,  
  a living room, dining room, and  
  kitchen  
   

12 

 
can be made into the verb ( )  (to prepare). The item being 

prepared is connected to with a . In these examples  means "for". 

1.       
 Let’s prepare for tomorrow. 

 
2.     
 It's hard to prepare for a wedding ceremony. 
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3.    
 I am preparing for work. 

 
also can be made into the verb  (to love). The person being loved is marked 

with the the direct object marker . Note that since "love" is an ongoing action  

form is used. 

1.       
 I have loved you from a long time ago. 
 
2.    
 I love my family. 
 
 

 
 is connected to words with a . 

 another person, other people 

 another day, other days 

1.       
 Will other people be coming to today's party? 
 
2.    
 Are you raising any other pets? 

 
This is the standard way Japanese classify apartments and houses. If the house had 

five rooms it would be a 5 LDK. Some apartments may not have a dining room or kitchen,  

so this is how this classification came about: L = Living, D = Dining, K = Kitchen 
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12 

 to request,(order) ask for  regular 

 to prepare, to fight    

 to have a fight    

 to need, exc.  /  exception 

 to save (money), to collect  /  
 
 

12 

 
The direct object marker  is used to mark the thing that is requested. And the person / 

place to which the request was made is marked with . 

1.    
 I ordered a pizza delivery. 
 
2.   
 I asked George to do it. 

It's common that the speaker includes the actual words used to make a request when using 
. The words are quoted with the quotation marker . 

1.    
 I asked (him/her) to eat with (me/us).  
 
2.    
 I asked (him/her) to watch the children. 
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The direct object marker  is used to mark the thing being prepared. The usage of 

and  are identical. 

1.     

 I am preparing for tomorrow’s trip. 

 

2.     

 I am hungry. Let’s prepare dinner. 

 
The person that is being fought is marked with . 

1.      

 I often fight with my father. 
 

2.     

 If I fight with my brother, maybe I will lose. 

The reason for the fight can be indicated by , , and the  form. 

1.    

 Without any money, we fought. / We fought because we didn't have any money. 

 

2.      

 Since Michiko had a fight with Jeff, she didn’t come to the party.  
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To say you fought about something you can use  or , which means, 

“concerning”. More about  is covered later in this lesson. 

1.    

 I think there are many fights about money. 

 

2.      

 We often fight about money. 

 
The item that is needed is marked by the subject marker . The dictionary form of this verb 

is exactly the same as  (to be, to exist); however, it is important to note that this new 

verb you are learning is NOT conjugated in the same way.  This verb is an  

exception verb, which means you conjugate it as if it was a regular verb. 

1.     
 I need more time. 
 
2.      
 I don’t need the car today, so you can use it. 

 
The thing being saved or collected is marked with the direct object particle . 

1.      

 Since I want to go to Europe next year, I am going to save money starting today. 

 

2.     

 I am saving money now. 
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12 

 
 can be attached to a positive informal verb to say things like, “until I [verb].”     When 

using , the verb that comes before it must be the dictionary form. After the [verb] +  

combination, an action is normally described. 
 

[dictionary form verb] +  + action 
until I [verb] + action 

IMPORTANT: Remember that the resulting combination is a time reference. Look at the 

following series of similar examples using time references in them: 

1.    

 Until I got sleepy, I studied. / I studied until I got sleepy.  

2.     

 Until I go to Japan, I will save money. / I will save money until I go to Japan. 

3.     

 I want to go to Japan, but until I graduate from college I can’t go.  

4.   

 Until I got married, I was always alone.  
 
 

 
 is used with time spans and quantities. It can mean for, per, in, within, or with, depending 

on the context. It’s used in sentences like   “I ate dinner 

in five minutes.” Look at the following sentences to see how it can be used:  

 
IMPORTANT: Remember that a time span is not itself a time.  (one hour) is very 

different from  (one o'clock). Make sure that you are using a time span and not a time 

in your sentences. 



310

[time span] +  + [action] 
to do [action] within [time span] 

1.      
 I can read a 100-page book in one hour. 
 
2.      
 Mr. Smith studied Japanese and became fluent in three years.  
 

3.   
 I will be back in five minutes.  
 

4.     
 This class will end in two weeks.  
 

5.     
 I ate all the ice cream I bought yesterday in one day. 
 

1.  CD       
 These CDs are 3000 yen for six. 
 
2.       
 Now you can buy an airline ticket to Japan for 700 dollars. 
 
3.     
 You can come here by bus for one dollar. 
 
4.     
 I think I will go to karaoke with five people.  
 

5.  T    
 Since July is hot, you only need one T-shirt. (with one shirt, it is good) 
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12 

 
   

I think you can you go in about four hours.  
 

    

I can go in two hours by car. 

 
   

You can buy it for $1.50. 
 

   

Two dollars would be fine. (You can buy it with two dollars.)  

   

Two more years. 

    

I graduated last spring. 

  

I will be here until it gets dark. 

   

I will be here until Mr. Deguchi comes. 
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12 

I will go with three people. 
  

I will go alone. 
  

I am going to study until school starts. 
   

After I go to school, I am going to see my friends. 
   

I might go see a movie with my aunt.    
   

I am going to watch a movie by myself. 
   

12 

A:   

B:     

A:    

B:  
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A: What do you want? 
B: I want a car, but I can’t buy one until I save some money. 
A: How much money do you need? 
B: About one million yen. 

A:     

B:   

A: 3 LDK      

B:     

A:   

A: I want to buy a house by the time the children get big. 
B: What kind of house do you want? 
A: I would like a three-bedroom house that is close to school. 
B: If you buy one, is it all right if I come over and play? (hang out) 
A: Please come any time. 

A:      

B:   

A:   

B:             

  

A: Where are you being sent on this business trip? 
B: Silicon Valley again. 
A: What! Again? It was same last time, right? 
B: Yes. Since the cost of the hotel was expensive last time, this time it has been  
 decided to rent a cheap apartment. 
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A:    

B:    

A:     

B:   

 
A: What happened? (What’s the matter?) You are not fine. (You don’t look good.) 
B: I had a fight with my brother. 
A: Why? Did you go into his room again? 
B: Yeah. Because I wanted to watch TV… 

12 

A: Have you prepared for tomorrow? 
B: I haven’t done it yet. 
A: You should do it before you get sleepy. 
B: I am not a child anymore, so don’t say anything. 
A: Fine. Then don’t ask me to do anything tomorrow. 
 
A:    

B:   

A:    

B:     

A:     

A: Hasn’t the babysitter come yet? 
B: No, she hasn’t come yet.  When did you request (him / her)? 
A: I requested them 2 hours ago.  Normally she comes in 30 minutes. 
B: Call one more time please. 
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A:    

B:     

A:     

B:   

 

A: I need a car tomorrow, so please loan it to me. 
B: Okay, but how come you don’t (ask) request your dad? 
A: Because I have been fighting with him since the day before yesterday, 
 I can’t request to him. 
 
A:     

B:    

A:     

 

A: How much yen can I buy with 100 dollars? 
B: Since the yen is becoming cheap now, about 12,000 yen. 
 
A:     

B:   
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12 

:    

:  

:     

:    

   

   

:     

:   

:  

:  CD  

:  
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12 

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  These 

questions are asked in order so make sure you follow the context. 

 
Using ONLY the words and particles provided, create Japanese sentences that match the 

English translation. You can conjugate adjectives and verbs and reuse items if needed. 
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Complete the following sentences with what best matches for you in Japanese. 

 
Fill in the appropriate particles when required to complete the sentences. 
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Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Sakuta-san is in trouble with his mother. 
 
  

   

   

  

                                    

  
  

  

   

  

    

   

 

   to help out, to give some help 

   term-end exam, final exam 

   makeup exam 

   to pass 

   will not talk to me/someone 

   What shall I do? 

 
Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 

Play each role with your partner. If you play Sakuta san’s role, explain why you had an 

argument with your mother and how you will reconcile with her. 
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12 kanji 148-154
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

assembly hall, meeting place 
 

          

case, situation 
 

          

last name 
 

          

color 
 

          

three-color 
 

          

yellow 
 

         

to eat 
 

          

eating out 
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supporting, reassuring 
 

          

center, middle 
 

         

new 
 

          

new year 
 

          

parents 
 

          

best friend 
 

         

intimate, close 
 

          

to plan 
 

          

sign, signal 
 

          

map 
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1.  ___  ___ ___ ___  

 

2. ___  ___  ___  

3. ___ ___   

4. ___ ___ ___  ___  ___  

5. ___ ___ ___ ___   

6. ___ ___  ___  

7. ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___  

8. ___ ___ ___ ___   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how and when to use the various giving and 

receiving verbs. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  Memorize the verbs in this lesson. They are very 

important in the next lesson. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
13-1.   

(to receive) 
 
 
13-2.  
 (to receive) 
 
 
13-3.   
 (to be given) 
 
 
13-4.  (to give) 
 
 
13-5.  (to give) 
 
 
13-7. Saying “I want 

you to…” 
 
 
13-8. Saying “I don’t 

want you to…” 

13
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13 

    a complete stranger 

   food for animals; bait 

   a street at night 

13 

 1.   No thank you. 

 2. /   What shall I do? 
 
 

13 

 to receive   regular 
 (from superior or equal) 

 to receive   regular 
 (from equal or inferior)    

 to be given   /  
 (from equal or inferior)    

 to give    /  
 (to equal or inferior)    

 to give   regular 
 (to inferior, animals or plants)  

 to help out   regular 
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13 

 
The direct object marker  is used to mark the item that is being received. The person from 

whom the item is received can be marked with  or . is very polite and is 

usually used when something is received from someone older or higher in status, but can 

also be used to simply be polite. 

 
( )   
to recieve (thing) 

( )   

( )   
to receive from a (person) 

 1.    
 I received a new book from a teacher. 

2.     
 I received a present from the president (of the company). 
 
3.   
 Is it okay if I receive this? 
 
4.    
 I received this plate from Ms. Hayashi. 
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 follows the same rules as . The direct object marker  is used to mark the 

item that is being received. The person from who the item is received can be marked with
or . is not as polite as . It should be used when receiving things from 

people of equal or lower status or age. It is also used in neutral situations. 

[ ]   
to recieve [item] 

[ ]   

[ ]   
to receive from [person] 

1.      

 On my birthday last year, I received a dress from my friend. 

2.    

 Tomorrow I am going to receive a driver’s license for the first time. 

3.    

 Don’t receive things from a complete stanger. 

4.      

 On Christmas I thought I would (be able to) receive something good,  

 but I didn’t (wasn’t able to) receive anything at all. 

 
The direct object marker  is used to mark the item that is being given. The person who 

gives the item is marked with . In modern Japan, is used when something has 

been given to someone who is of lower, equal and higher status. Normally when a person 
of higher status has given you something,  (receive) is used for politeness. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Even though  means “give,” it can only be used when 

discussing things that have been given to you. If you are talking about something you gave 
to someone else, then  or  must be used. 

[ ]   
to be given [item] 

 

[ ]   
[person] gives 

1.    
 Watanabe gave me some concert tickets. 

2.     
 My friend gave me a call. 

3.    
 If you give me that ring, I will be happy. 

4.     
 Ms. Ishida said she would give me (her/an) old car. 
 
 

 
In the past,  was used when giving something to someone of the same level or 

above, but in modern Japan  is used when giving to people of any status. The direct 

object marker  is used to mark the object being given.  

[ ]   
to give [thing] 

[ ]   
[person] gives 
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( )   
to give to [person] 

1.     
 On his birthday, I gave a necktie to my older brother. 
 

2.    
 Please give these flowers to Lisa. 
 
3.         
 Is it okay if I give the snacks that you gave me to my little sister? 
 
4.   
 If you want it, I will give you this book. 
 
5.  
 You didn’t give it? / Didn’t you give it? 

 
In the past,  was used when giving something to someone of lower status, but in 

modern Japan  can be considered rude, and is now more commonly used. 

is used when giving things to animals or watering plants. 

[ ]   
to give [thing] 

 
( )   

[person] gives 

 
( )   

to give to [person, animal] 



335

1.    
 Please don’t give food to the panda. / Don’t feed the panda. 
 
2.     
 Please give this food to (your) dog. 
 
3.      
 I water the flowers everyday. 

 
The direct object marker  is used to mark the person or task being helped with. 

[ ]   
to help with [thing] 

1.    
 Help me with the laundry today. 
 

2.     
 I often help my father with his work. 
 

3.   
 I’m sorry that I couldn’t help you yesterday. 

13 

 

When saying you want someone to do something – for example, “I want you to buy it” – the 
 form plus is used. You simply add  after any verb in the  form.   
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[ form verb] +  
to want someone to [verb] 

 

The person you want to have do the action is marked with the particle , but as you 

already know, in Japanese sentences you don't have to say the obvious. If I am looking 
directly at you and say  (I want you to do it), it is obvious that I am talking about 

you, so I don't have to add  in front. It is also obvious that I am the one that wants 

you to do the action, and I therefore do not need to add  either. 

1.   

 Japanese movies are good, so I want you to watch them. 

 

2.     

 I want my grandmother to get better soon. 

 

3.   

 I want you to help me, since this homework is difficult.  

 

4.   

 Sorry, but I want you to be quiet a little.  

 

 

 
There are a couple of ways to say “I don’t want you to go.” These are  

and . By changing the tense of , you can also say 

, “I wanted you to go,” and , “I didn’t want you to go.”  

 
   

[  form verb] +  

[  form verb] +  
I don’t want you to [verb] 
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1.     
Since Jeremy is still small, I don’t want him to see scary movies by himself.

2.  
Since I am shy, I don’t want you to look.

3.   
I don’t want you to drink that milk because it’s old. 

4.    
I don’t want you to walk on the street at night because it’s dangerous.

13 

A:    

B:   

A:    

B:   

A:    

A: Did you feed the dog this morning? 
B: Ah! I haven’t fed him since yesterday. What’ll I do? 
A: That’s why he was noisy last night. 
B: I’m sorry. I will feed him right away. 
A: Be careful next time. 

A:     

B:  

A:   

B:   
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A: Look. What do you think of my new shoes? 
B: They’re cute. How did you get them?  
A: I got them from my father. 
B: What a nice father. 

A:   

B:  

A:    

B:   

A:   

A: Come here for a second. 
B: What’s up?  
A: This sofa is heavy, so I can’t carry it by myself. I want you to help me. 
B: Okay. How much are you going to give me? 
A: I’m not going to give you anything! 

13 

A: I don’t want to make dinner today. 
B: Well then, what are you going to do? 
A: I want someone to make it.  
B: Who is going to make it? 
A: I want “Ken” (you) to make it. 
 
A:    

B:  

A:   

B:   

A:   
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A: Have you ever been to Europe? 
B: No, I haven’t. But I want to go to France. 
A: I went there twice already. I have so many places I want you to see. 
B: Well then, shall we go together next time? 

A:    

B:      

A:      

B:    

A: Hiroko-chan, did you water the flowers? (did you give water?) 
B: Not yet. 
A: I told you to do it every morning, right? 
B: Yes, sorry. I’ll do it after I do my homework. 
A: Please. 
 
A:    

B:  

A:   

B:    

A:  
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13 

     

   ...   
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13 
 

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension on the previous page.  
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Using ONLY the words and particles provided, create Japanese sentences that match the 

English translation. You can conjugate adjectives and verbs and reuse items if needed. 
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What do they want the other person to do? Make sentences using one of the following: 
                    

Ex.    
 
 She wants him to be quiet  

1.    
 
   

2.    
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3.    
 
   

4.    
 
   

 
Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 
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Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Mr. Kuroda is having an interview with a landlord of the house where he wants to stay. 
 
 

  

  

   

  

   

   

   

  

  

  

  

   

   
  
 

 

   to be quiet 

   to bring along, to bring around 

   rules, regulations 

   strict 

 
Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 

Play the landlord’s role and give your partner your house rules.
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13 kanji 155-160
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349

 

 

 

 
Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 

review the words at the same time. For the kanji that hasn’t been taught yet, use hiragana. 
 

          

numbers, amount 
 

          

number of people 
 

         

to count 
 

          

west 
 

          

west sun 
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Kansai area, south western Japan 
 

          

singing voice 
 

          

large / loud voice 
 

          

starry sky 
 

          

Mars 
 

          

clear weather 
 

          

fine weather 
 

          

to cut 
 

          

postage stamp 
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

1. ___ ___ ___ ___  

 

2. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

3. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

4. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

5. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

 

 
The following words will no longer have any  (hiragana on top). You might already 

know some of these words, but don't worry if you can't write them as recognition is the goal. 

to eat mother father sound  
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day before yesterday to eat puppy kitten  
 

to give birth, to produce  to be born, to be produced  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Print and cut out these cards, then write the hiragana and English meaning on the back. 

Now you can easily practice your kanji recognition.   
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Before This Lesson 
1.  Be able to read and write . 

2. Know the giving and receiving verbs taught in the 
prior lesson. 

 
 
Lesson Goals 
1.  Learn how to combine the various giving and 

receiving verbs with other verbs. 
 
 
From The Teachers 
1.  The verbs taught in the prior lesson are used in 

new ways in this lesson.  Make sure that you 
understand how they are used before you start 
this lesson. 

 

Lesson Highlights 
 
14-5. The power of  
 
 
14-6. The difference 

between  

and  
 
 
14-7. The difference 

between  

and  

14
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14 

   flower vase 

   robot 

   idea 

   something 

   chirp, howl, etc. (animal cry) 

   crying voice (human cry) 

   seat 

   acquaintance 

   basket 

   wheat 

   without permission 

14 

1.  (sometimes written  or ~ to show the trailing sound) 
This implies a feeling of envy. Perhaps your friend has bought a new car and you are 
slightly jealous, you could say .  

14 

 to be able to hear   /  

 to break, destroy, ruin   regular 

 to be broken   /  

 to be born (people, animals)    /  

 to be born (idea, result, etc.)    /  
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14 

 
The thing that is heard is marked with .  

( )   
to be able to hear (thing) 

1.    

 Can you hear my voice? 

2.     

 I can’t hear because the music is loud. 

3.      

 After my grandfather turned 80, he became hard of hearing. 

 
The thing that was or will be broken by somebody is marked with . You can even say  

  when talking about something you eat that might make you sick. 

( )   
to break a (thing) 

1.     
 Who do you think broke the television? 

2.      
 When I was five years old I broke my mother’s favorite flower vase. 
 
3.    
 I broke my body. (I am sick.) 
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The thing that is or will be broken is marked with .  

[ ]   
[thing] broke 

1.   

 The washing machine is broken. 

 
2.     

 The key to the door broke.  
 
3.     

 The day before yesterday, the robot that I bought for Ken got broken. 

 

 
The living thing or idea that is being born is marked with   

( )   
(living thing, idea) being born 

1.   
 Yesterday I got a good idea during the company meeting. 
 

2.     
 In October our first baby was born. 
 

3.     
 When the baby is born, I will break from work for 3 months. 
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14 

 
You can use , , , and after any form to make the following 

patterns – for example, if the verb  (to do) is used, it is changed into  (  form). 

English meaning 

     to have someone make dinner   

     to have someone teach Japanese   

     to buy snacks for me  

     to read a book for someone  

     to want someone to throw the trash away 
 

 
 and  mean the same thing, with the exception that  is 

humble and is used when the person doing the action is of higher status than the person 
receiving the benefit of the action. is very common in modern Japan. 

1.     
 Since my eye was hurting, I had a doctor look at it.  

2.      
 I decided to have my teacher come to my house tomorrow. 

3.      
 Since I can’t write kanji, I had a friend write it.  
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 is used when you will do something for some one, as in “I will do it for you”.  

 is used when some one will do something for you.The use of  and 

 imply that the action was done as a favor to the person receiving the benefit of the 

action.  

1.    
 If you don’t like raw food, I will eat it for you.  

2.     
 My best friend always comes to see me.  

3.    
 I loaned 100 yen to Tanaka-san.  

4.    
  My acquaintance sold me a car. 

 

 

 

14 
 
 

1.    
 Did you hear something?  

 

    
 I heard the chirping of a bird. 
 
     
 I heard the sound of an airplane. 
 
      
 I heard the sound of someone entering the house. 
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2.    
 What did you break?  

 
   
 I broke a computer. 
 
    
 I ruined my body with cigarettes. 
 
   
 I haven’t broken anything. (I didn’t break anything.) 
 
 

3.   
 What broke? 

    
 The computer broke. 
 
      
 I broke the piano my father bought me. 
 
    
 Nothing is broken. 
 
 

4.    
 What was born? 

     
 Three monkey kids were born. 
 
    
 A boy was born.  
 
    
 Nothing was born. 
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5.    
 What do you want them to do for you? 

 
     
 I want them to buy me a car. 
 
    
 I would be happy if they gave me a ring. 
 
     
 You don’t have to do anything. 

 
 
6.     
 Is there anything that you want me to do? 

    
 I want you to make a sandwich. 
 

   
 Since I had you help me yesterday, I am ok today. 
   
    
 No, I’m fine. 

 
 
7.      
 If I marry you, what will you do for me? 

     
 I will clean for you everyday. 
 

    
 I will make dinner for you once a week. 
 
    
 I will give you all of my pay. 
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14 

A:    

B:  

A:     

B:   

 
A: Would you mind changing seats? 
B: Why? 
A: Because the person next to you is my friend. 
B: Oh, is that so? Sure. 

A:      

B:   

A:       

B:  

 
A: I have heard a kitten crying since yesterday – what’s up? 
B: I received it from my uncle the day before yesterday. 
A: What? I want one too (this is what  implies). Show me next time okay. 

 I love cats! 
B: Ok. It’s cute. 

A:    

B:    

    

A:       

B:  
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A: Shall I give you a next year’s calendar? 
B: Thank you, but no thank you. I received many from various people 
 and have many at my home. 
A: This is a good one. There are pictures of Japanese temples and…. 
B: Well then, I’ll take it. 

A:      

B:    

A:  ,   

 
A: The mouse I am raising broke the basket. 
B: Were you feeding it properly? 
A: I gave the mouse wheat and cheese everyday. 

A:    

B:   

A:    

B:  

A:    

B:  

 
A: What are you doing here? 
B: I am waiting for someone. 
A: Can I have you watch this luggage just a little while? 
B: Okay, but for how long? 
A: I am just going to the bathroom. 
B: Okay, if it is that long then okay. 
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14 

A: What’s the matter? You don’t look good. Is there anything I can do for you? 
B: The pig I was raising recently died and… 
A: And what else? 
B: When I asked my wife she said she ate it. Don’t you think that is a horrible story? 
A: That is terrible.  
 
A:      

B:     

A:  

B:      

A:   

A: Can’t you hear the cry of a baby? 
B: Yes. There isn’t anyone in the room next to us, but actually two years ago a  
 mother and a baby…… 
A: That’s scary!!! Don’t say any more!!! 
 

A:    

B:       

       

A:     

A: Recently six puppies were born. Is there someone who wants them? 
B: I want one, but we are in an apartment, so I don’t think it would work. 
A: Can you please ask your friends for me? 
B: Well okay, when I go to school tomorrow I’ll ask. 
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A:         

B:     

A:   

B:    

A: Can you please hold this for me? 
B: This sure is heavy. What is it? 
A: It’s fifteen kilos of rice. 
 
A:    

B:   

A:   
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14 
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14 

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  

 
Modify the sentence by adding the parts listed. You can add and remove parts as needed 

so that the final sentence makes sense. 
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  teacher’s voice   
   
 
  crying voice   
   
 
  singing voice   
   
 

 can’t hear  

  flower vase  
   
 
  a basket  
   
 
  my body (I got sick.)  
    
 
  isn’t broken  
   
 

  baby    
    
 
  is needed / I need 
  
 

 I told (taught)  
 
 

 I received  
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 prepares lunch for me

 
 

 is worried about me
 
 
  will buy a new car for me  
 
 
  drives for me     

 have her teach math
 
 

 have my teacher teach history
 
 
  have my teacher read my essay  
 
 

 have my boyfriend carry my bag

 
Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Circle correct words in parentheses and complete the sentences. 
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Hiroko has just found out that her microwave oven is broken. 
 
 

     

   

   

     

  

   

   

    

   

    

  

   

 

  to use 

  to be troubled 

  can’t be helped, have no choice 

  to evenly split a bill 

  70  

  tight, demanding, hard 

 
Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 

1. Play the roommate’s role and tell Hiroko why you think two of you should  go halves. 
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1.     
 What is the month and day of the month today? 
2.    
 I went to Japan on my summer vacation. 
3.     
 My favorite subject is history. 
4.     
 Please open that door. 
5.    
 I want to go on an excursion with my school friends. 
6.    
 Can you see those big rain clouds? 
 

 
 For me there is my father, mother and older brother. 
 But, in our house, there is only one TV. 
 I always watch TV after I get home from school. 
 When I am watching TV, my mother is always making dinner. 
 My brother is doing his homework. 
 When my father has returned home, he always changes the TV channel. 
 I ask (request) to “buy one more TV!” but it’s no good. 
 Our house needs one more TV. 

 
 
(answers will vary) 
 
1.   
 How many people are in the family? 
 
   It’s a 4 person family. 
   The family is 4 people. 
    There are 4 people in the family. 
 
2.    
 How many TVs are there in the house? 
 
   There’s only one. 
   There’s only one. 
 
3.     
 When the TV is being watched, what is the older brother doing? 
 
   He’s doing homework. 
  Homework. 
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4.    
 Why is he mad at his father? 
 
    Because he always changes the TV channel. 
   Because there is only one TV. 
 
5.    
 Will the family one more TV? 
 
  No, they won’t. 
  No, they won’t. 
 

 
1.      This book is interesting. 

  necessary      

  heavy     

  smelly     
 
2.     Is there enough money? 

  Do you have    

  necessary      

  100 dollars     
 
3.     I often remember (recall) my old friends. 

  sometimes remember      

  can’t remember at all        

  grandmother      
  
4.       There are 2 cars. 

  three TVs      

  two old telephones      

  one ship      

  is only one car      
 

 
1. I only have dollars.    

2.  I only went to Tokyo and Kyoto.      

3. I only have one car.      

4. I can see only one airplane.     

5. I only have one cat.     (raising) 
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1. Are you still friends (in good relations) with your elementary school friends? 
     Yes, even now we are friendly. 

    Yes, we are friendly. 

     No, we aren’t in good relations.   
  
2. Do you clean your room by yourself? 
     Yes, I clean it by myself. 

    No, I clean it with my older brother.  
  
3. What are you going to make for dinner? 
     I won’t make anything. 

     I will make Curry. 
 
4. Who do you often remember (recall)? 
     I remember my mother. 

     I remember my grandfather. 
 
5. How many cars to you have (own)? 
     I have one. 

    I don’t have one. 
 

 
1.   
2.    
3.      
4.     
5.    
6.    
 

 
 It was a very cold day. 
 A girl, was walking alone. 
 For the girl, her father and mother were already gone. 
 She was a child also without a home. 
 She met a man who was hungry. 

 
 The girl gave the bread that she only had one of to an old man. 
 To a barefoot child she gave her own shoes. 
 To a cold looking old woman she gave her skirt. 
 To a child not wearing anything, she gave her own shirt. 
 The girl that had become naked looked at the stars. 

 
 She thought “Oh… I want to go to the place of the stars.” 
 Then, many stars dropped from the sky. 
 The stars became the girl’s dress. 
 The girl became very happy. 
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Actual answers may be worded slightly different for each student. 
1. Does the girl have a family? 
     No, not anymore. 
 
2. Where is the girl’s house? 
     She doesn’t have a house. 
 
3. How come she gave bread to and old man? 
     Because the old man was hungry. 
  
4. Why did she give her skirt to an old lady? 
    Because the old lady looked cold. 
  
5. What kind of feelings do you think the of the girl that became naked had? 
    She was sorrowful. 

    She was lonely / sad. 

     She wanted to die. 
 
6. When the stars dropped from the sky, what kind of feeling do you think the girl had? 
      She was happy. 

     She was happy. 
 

 
1.     I fell from the stairs. 

  from the escalator      

 from the ladder   

 my father      

       

 younger sister      

       

2.    I want to give a present to my friend. 

  to my girlfriend      

  a wedding ring      

  don't want to give      

  didn't want to give     

3.     My current job is boring.    

  part-time job      

  important      

  not difficult       

  dangerous      
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4.    It’s an interesting looking book. 

  uninteresting looking    

  person     

  movie     

  expensive looking       
 
5.     It’s an expensive looking car. 

  cheap looking     

  seems fast     

  seems slow     

  not expensive looking      
 

 
1. ( )   

2. ( )   

3. ( )   

4. ( )   

5. ( )   

6. ( )   
 

 
Hiroshi san: Excuse me, which person is Tom? 
Jun san:  Tom is the person drinking coffee. 
Hiroshi san: Well then, which person is John? 
Jun san:  John is the ____________________ person. 
Hiroshi san: Is that so? Is Kyle the person _________________? 
Jun san:  Yes, he is. The _____________ dog is Max. 
Hiroshi san: Sure is cute. Who is the girl ____________________? 
Jun san:  That person is Jenny. She is Tom’s wife. 

Answers 
   John is the sleeping person. 
   Kyle is the person reading a book. 
   The dog that is eating is Max. 
     Who is the lady on the phone? 

     Who is the lady talking on the phone? 

 
1.   

2.         

3.   

4.      

5.   

6.   
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1.      

2.        

3.   

4.     

5.     
 

 
 Yesterday my summer bonus came out. 
 This time my bonus was 450,000 yen. 
 With that money and money that I saved since last year, I want to take a trip abroad. 
 I am looking forward to it. 
 The place I want to go most is Switzerland. 
 My wife has been to Europe, but I have never been. 
 When my wife went to Europe, I couldn’t go because I was busy at work. 
 I want to take a trip every year, but since it costs money I can’t. 

 
 
1. When did the speaker’s bonus come out? 
     It came out yesterday. 

2. What is the speaker looking forward to? 
    He is looking forward to a trip abroad. 

3. Where has the speaker’s wife been before? 
     She has been to Europe. 
 
4. Why wasn’t the speaker able to go to Europe? 
     Because he was busy at work.  
 
5. What is the speaker holding back on? 
      Going on a trip every year.  
 
6. About how many times a year to Japanaese companies have bonuses? 
      About 2 times a year. 

     I don’t know. 
 

 
1.     
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2.   /    

   /    

    

      

3.     

     

   

       

 
1.    

2.    

3.      

4.    

5.    
 

 
: Have you ever appeared on TV? 

: No, I haven’t, what about you? 

: I have. A long time ago, I appeared on a quiz show. 

: What! That’s amazing. What type of show was it? 

: It was a show that if you answered every question you would win a trip abroad. 

: And, what happened? 

: Since I didn’t know the last question, it was no good… 

: That was unfortunate. Will you challenge again? 

: No. Since I have challenged 5 times already, I have given up. 

: Since I’ve never been on a TV show, I want to someday. 
 

 
1.    

2.     

3.    

4.    

5.      

6.     

7.   

8.      
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 Tomorrow Scott will take a business trip to Oosaka for the first time. 
 There is a meeting at the Oosaka branch at 1pm. 
 Scott will go to Oosaka after going to the main office in Shinjuku. 
 Scott asked various things to the kindest looking in the company, Mr. Nakamura. 

 
 
Scott:  Where is the Oosaka branch? 
Nakamura: It’s in the building in front of the Umeda station.  
Scott:  How do you go there from here? 
Nakamura: After going from Shinjiku station to Tokyo station,  
   you go by bullet train to the Shin Oosaka station. 
 
Scott:  From Shin Oosaka station how do I go to Umeda station? 
Nakamura: You go by train. After turning left at the Umeda station exit,  
   you go straight. You go up to the 2nd floor with the stairway at  
   the end (of the walkway). The branch is there.  
Scott:  How long will it take? 
Nakamura: I think from the company it will take about 4 and a half hours.  
Scott:  Got it. Thank you. Alright then, I’ll go and be back. 
Nakamura: Take care. 
 

 
1. Why do you think Scott asked Nakamura san various things? 
    Because it’s the first time he’s going to the Oosaka branch. 

      
 Because he didn’t know the way (to the Oosaka branch). 

2. With what and what do you go to the Oosaka branch? 
    

3. Has Scott ever been to Oosaka? 
    No, he has never been. 

    No, this is his first time. 

4. How long does it take to get to the branch in Oosaka? 
    About 4 and a half hours. 
 
5. Do you go by train from Umeda station to the branch in Oosaka? 
     No, you go by foot. 

    No, you walk. 
 

 
(order can change as long as particles remain attached to the appropriate words) 
1.    
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2.       

      

     
 
3. 2013     

     

      
 

 
1. How do you study Japanese? 
    I study everyday.     

     I often watch Japanese TV. 
 
2. How do you go to your company / school? 
     I go by train. 

     I go by bus. 

     I go by foot. 
  
3. How do you get up to the 3rd floor? 
     I go by the stairs.     

     I go by elevator. 

     I go by escalator. 
  
4. Do you often go on business trips? 
    No, I don’t go.      

     No, I don’t go that often. 

     Yes, I often go. 
 

 
: Excuse me, where is the hospital. 

: There is an intersection there right? 

:  Please turn left at the intersection.  

      
 
    The hospital is on the left. 

      

: Ok then, there is the department store? 

:  Please go straight ahead. It’s on the right. 

       

: Thank you. 
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1.     

2.    

3.     

4.    

5.     

6.    

7.    
 

 
 Smith when to Tokyo for the first time. 

 Because he has no friends at all in Japan, he went on the trip by himself. 

 On the first day after shopping he entered a coffee shop. 
In the coffee shop. 

:     Excuse me. Coffee please. 

: Hot or cold? 

:      Hot please. 

: Ok, I have understood. (order received) 
30 minutes later. 

:      Excuse me can I pay for the coffee here? 

: Please settle your bill at the cash register over there. 

:      Oh, is that so. Got it. 
At the register. 

:   It’s 350 yen. 

:       Can I pay the tip here too? 

:   No, because this is Japan, you don’t have to pay a tip. 
 

 
1. Has Smith been to Japan a long time ago.  
      Smith has never been to Japan. 
  
     No, he has never been. 
  
 
2. What did he do on the first day? 
    After shopping, he entered a coffee shop. 

     He did things like shop and go to a  
      coffee shop.  
 
3. In Japanese coffee shops do you pay money at the table? 
      No you pay at the register.  

     No you don’t (pay).  
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4. In your country what person do you pay for tips? 
      We pay 15%.    

      We don’t have to pay tips. 
  

 
1.      Please pay rent. 

 bill (at a restaurant)  

  Did you pay?     

  I didn’t pay.     

  tip      
 
2.     Is it okay if I drive? 

  look     

 eat   

 turn right      

 make dinner     
   

3.     I will leave the house. 

 Is it ok if I leave?      

 It is not ok if you leave      

 want to leave      

 at 10 o’clock        
 

  6: 
1. It's ok if you go by the elevator, but it's not ok if you go up by the escalator. 
      
 
2. I want to drink coffee, but I won’t because I can’t sleep. 
   
 
3. There is only one cake (left), but is it ok if I eat it? 
    
  
4. I always drive, but I will go to school on foot today. 
    
  
5. You can turn right here, but please be careful.  
   
  

 
:  Yumiko chan. I’m hungry. Whart will we eat? 

:  Can we eat at that restaurant? 
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:  What? At that high end place? 

:  It’s almost my birthday right? Let’s eat delicious things. 

:  Ok. Let’s go then. 
 
In the restaurant 

:  Excuse me. Please show me the wine list. 

: Ok. I understand. 

:  What? Are you going to drink wine in the afternoon.  

:  Of course! Can I drink red wine? 

:  Okay  

:  That and for an appetizer can I eat caviar? 

:  The wine is okay… but the caviar is a bit… 

:  Stingy! 

:   
 

 
Possible Answers 

1.     Please don’t cry. 

   Cheer up. 

    You can’t cry. (you shouldn’t cry) 
 
2.      Don’t eat so much. 

    Please lose weight. 

     You can’t eat that much. (you shouldn’t eat that much) 
  
3.      Don’t drink alchohol. 

     You can’t drink a lot. (you shouldn’t drink a lot) 

 
1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    
 

 
 My name is Marina. 

 Next year, since I am going to graduate college, I am really looking forward to it. 

 I have decided to go on a graduation trip with my friends. 
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 I still haven’t decided a place to go. 

 There are friends who want to go to Australia.  

 There are also friends who want to go to England again. 

 Since I have been to Australia and English, I am thinking I want to go to New York. 
One year later 

 My graduation trip was really fun. 

 Everyone hesitated about the place to go, but, in the end we decided to go to New York. 
  I heard that New York was a dangerous place, but it was ok. 

  I think I want to go again. 
 

 
1. Is Marina a high school student now? 
    No she is a college student. 

2. Does Marina want to go to Australia? 
    No she wants to go to New York. 

3. In there end, where did she go? 
     She went to New York. 
4. Was that place dangerous? 
     No it was okay. 

   No, it wasn’t dangerous. 
 
5. You are going to take a graduation trip. Where do you want to go? 
     I want to go to Japan. 

 ________     I want to go to _________. 

     I don’t want to go anywhere? 
 
 

 
1.      I am going to a friend’s house. 

  honeymoon     

  company trip  

  Is it ok if I ~?      

  It is not good if you~  

         

2.      I did my job yesterday. 

  I quit      

  I decided (chose)      

  I decided not to go       

  I decided to take a day off       
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3.      I want to drink tea. 

  I will have…  

  Is it ok if I drink…?  

  It is not ok if you have…  

        

  I decided to drink  

  I have drunk before  
 

 
A) 1.    

 2.      

 3.     

 4.     
 
B) 5.     

 6.    

 7.     
 

 
: Have you ever done sales? 

: Yes, I have. I was doing it for 5 years at a gas company. 
 

: Do you think you are suited for sales work.  

: Yes I do. Since I am out going, I think sales matches me more than office work. 
 

: Is that so. Well then, Please tell me more of your selling points. 
  

: Yes. I am aggressive and am good at conversation with people. 
  And, I am accurate with time, so I won’t miss deadlines.  
 

: Well then, are you also good (strong) with pressure? This field is tough. 

: Yes, I’m good (ok).  I request it. 

 
Student answers will vary. 
1. Where do you want to go on your honeymoon? / Where did you go? 
2. After high school graduation, what did you do? / Will you do? 
3. Now, are you hestitating with your course in life? 
4. Are your days off decided? 
5. What are things that you have decided to do everyday? 
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1.    

2.  

3.   

4.  

5.   

6.   
  

 
 Last month Beth came to Japan. 

  It was her first time overseas. 

 She homestayed in my home for one week. 

 I was surprised her Japanese was so good. (very skilled) 

 Since Beth said she wanted to see a baseball game, we went to the baseball stadium together.  

 Since Beth really likes baseball, she was really looking forward to it. 

 Beth said that she saw a famous Japanese player called, “Ichirou”, one year ago in Seattle. 

 At that time, the Seattle Mariner’s beat the New York Yankees. 

 She said she was surprised that Ichirou was so fast. 

 Beth said that in Japan everyone doesn’t eat peanuts that much at the baseball stadium. 

 I told (taught) Beth that the things that people eat at Japanese and American baseball stadiums  
 are different. 
 

 
1. How long was Beth in Japan? 
     She was there for one week. 

2. What did Beth want to do in Japan? 
     She wanted to see a baseball game. 

3. What did Beth think of Ichirou? 
     She thought he was fast. 

4. What type of things do Americans eat at baseball stadiums. 
 (Note: This answer may vary since the comprehension doesn’t give specific answers.) 
     They eat peanuts. 

5. What type of things do you think they eat in Japanese baseball stadiums. 
     I think they eat onigiri (rice balls). 

6. Literally: What number time is this for Beth to go overseas? 
     It was her first time. 

    It’s the first time. 
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1. 500  

   

  500  

2.      

   

    

3.    

      

     

 
Answer is underlined. 

1. A: Taguchi san is sure good at tennis. 
 B: Yes, I am actually also good at it. 
 
2. A: Teacher, your wife’s cooking is delicious. 
 B: Thank you, I also think so. 
 
3. A: Tom, tomorrow I’m playing tennis, do you want to come too? (are you coming too?) 
 B: Yeah, I’m going. Who else is coming? 
 A: John and Kerry also. You will be surprised because John is good at tennis. 
 B: Yeah. I am not that good. 

 
1. Do you know how to make sushi? 
   

  

  

   
 
2. Do you know how to go from Tokyo to Oosaka? 
   

   

  
   
3. Who always throws out the garbage? 
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4. Which sports are you good at? 
   

    
   
5. What is your mother good at?  
   

   
6. What things are Japanese people surprised at. 
    

    

       
  

 
: Ken, dinner is ready. 

: Wow! It sure looks delicious. Spaghetti is my favorite food. 

: Great. I am good at cooking. 

: Ohhh. Well then I will receive. (said before eating) 

: Go ahead. Eat a lot ok. 

:  

: How is the taste? It s delicous right? 

: Ummm . What is this? 

: That is melon. That brown one is nattou. 

: What?! You put those type of things in spaghetti? 
 

: Yeah, I always make unique food. (  can be translated as food ) 
  I can teach you how to make it. 

: That s okay  Ummm sorry.  
  I am full now. 

: You haven t eaten yet right? What a waste!  

: Yes, I know. I will eat it. (I will receive) 
     

 
1.  

2.   

3.  

4.  

5.   
 

 
 Today was a strange day. 

 I laughed, got made, and cried. 
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 Today, after waking up at 7 o'clock, I immediately took a shower. 

 When I was taking my shower, someone flushed the toilet. 

 The hot water suddenly got hot. 

 Hey! Don't flush the toilet when I'm taking a shower! 

 I got really mad. 

 After that, I there was a phone call from a person from the company. 

 AHHH! I got fired. 

 What should I do? I was so sad I cried. 

 Then, someone said, "Wake up. It's already 7 o'clock."  

 AHH! I was suprised. 

 Actually I was still sleeping. 

 It was all a dream. 

 I laughed until 7:30. 
 

 
1. Do you think Tanaka san is a high school student? 
 
     
 No, because he is working, I don't think he is a high school student. 
 
2. Around what time do you think Tanaka san always wakes up? 
     I think he wakes up around 7 o'clock. 
  
 
 
3. Why did Tanaka san get mad? 
     Because somebody flushed the toilet. 
 
      
 Because somebod flushed the toilet when he was taking a shower. 
   
4. Who called Tanaka san? 
     A company person called. 
  
5. Why did Tanaka san laugh? 
    Because it was a dream. 
 

 
1.   

   

    
 
 
 



389

2.    

      

   
 
3.   

    

    
 
4.     

     

     

     
 

 
(sample answers) 
1. What do you do on the weekend? 
    I will do things like watch TV and play with 
friends. 
   
2. What do you do on your school / work break time. 
    I do things like reading news, and taking 
naps. 
   
3. What do you want to do in Japan?  
 AKB48     
 I want to do things like go to an AKB48 concert, and go to Akihabara. 
 
4. You are a Hollywood star. What type of things do you do? 
      
 I buy things like expenseive cars, and go to various countries. 
5. You are on a deserted island. What do you do? 
   
 I do things like search for food, swim and sleep. 
 

 
1.   

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.     
   

 
Hayashi san: What happened Kuroda san? You are mad right? 
Kuroda san: Yes  A person in the neighborhood is so loud, I am troubled. 
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Hayashi san: Is it because they have children? 
Kuroda san: No. They are so loud at night I can t sleep at all. 
   The do things like play music at 3 in the middle of the night, and  
   their dog barks outside. 
Hayashi san: That s terrible. Did you go to warn them? 

Kuroda san: Yes, of course. But they say things like, it isn t me  and it s 

hopeless . 
 
Hayashi san: That s terrible. Next time please call the police. 

Kuroda san: Yes, that s right. Then that is what I will do. 
 

 
1.   

2.   

3.   

4.     

5.   

6.  
 

 
 It was a hot summer day. A very old man was walking a mountain.  

 The old man was very thirsty so he looked for water.  

 He found a nearby, clean spring. 

 After he drank the water, the old man felt really good.  

 The lower back that had always hurt got better.   

 After returning home, the old woman was very surprised that the old man's hair had turned black. 

 The old man had become young.   

 The old man explained about the spring to the old woman.   

 The old woman looked at the old man and thought, "I also want to become young."  

 The old woman when alone to drink the water.   

 But, the old woman did not return home.   

 The old man worred and went to look for the old lady.   

 Near the spring there was a crying baby.   

 That was the old lady. 
 

 
1. Where on the the old man was hurting? 
     His back was hurting. 
 
2. How did the old man feel better? 
      He drank the spring water. 
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3. What was the old lady suprised about? 
     
 She was surprised that the old man's hair had become black. 
 
4. When the old man returned to the spring, what was nearby? 
     There was a baby. 
 
5. Why did the old lady become a baby? 
     Because she drank the spring water. 
   
6. If it were you, would you drink the spring water? 
    Yes, I would drink it. 

    No, I wouldn't drink it. 
 

 
1.     I have never worried. 

 have never explained     

  have never bought a souvenir 

  have been on a diet 

 have been in Japan on New Year’s Day 
 

2.     Today was an awful day. 

  a special day       

  a lonely day          

  last year / busy year       

  last year / quiet year       
  
3.    It sure got hot. 

  became cold     

  became bright      

  became warm     

  didn’t become warm     
 
4.    I want to drink coffee now. 

 no longer able to drink

 no longer want to drink    

 no longer drink     

 tastes good now     
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1. When Yokota san wakes up in the morning what does he do? 
   
 He takes showers, and eats breakfast. 
  
2. What time does he leave the house? 
 8    He leaves at 8 o'clock. 
   
3. Before he takes his afternoon break how much work does he do? 
     He works for 3 and a half hours. 
    
4. After he has returned home, what does he do? 
      
 He plays tennis, has dinner with his family, and watches TV. 
   
5. About how many hours does he sleep? 
   He sleeps (about) 8 hours. 
 

 
: Hiroshi! It's been a long time huh!? 

: It really (has been)! We haven't met since graduating high school. 
  What are you doing now? 

: After I graduated, I was doing a part time job for a while. 
  But, after entering college, it's been study and my job everyday. 

: I see. It's awful since I have over 4 classes in a day, and 2 part time  

: It was good before we got out of high school 

: Yeah. Because we went to school, returned home at 4 o'clock, and played videos. 

 Those days feel nostalgic. 

 
1.  

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.  

7.  

 
 Chika san goes to a college in Hawaii. 

 Her boyfriend has been visiting her from Texas since yesterday. 

 They met in Japan 5 years ago. 

 Chika san will graduate college this year. 
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 Today, Chika san asked, “If I go to Texas, can I live with you?”. 

 Her boyfriend said, “Come any time.” 

 But, Chika san is very worried. 

 It’s because she heard from her Japanese friends that there is a Texas dialect in Texas. 

 Chika san is deciding on whether to return to Japan, be in Hawaii, or go to Texas. 

 Her friend said, “If you go to Texas, you should study Texas dialect”. 

 In the end, since Chika san really likes her boyfriend, she decided to go to Texas. 

 She said to her boyfriend, “I’m going to Texas, so teach me Texas dialect.” 

 He laughed for about 10 minutes. Then he said. “There isn’t a Texas dialect.” 

 Chika san got embarrassed. 
 

 
1. Where is Chika’s college? 
  

2. Where does Chika’s boyfriend live?  
   

3. What is Chika worried about?  

4. In the end, what did she do?  
    
  
5. Why was Chika embarrassed? 
     

 
1.      In Japan there is Mt. Fuji.

 healthy food

  dialects      

  convenient trains     

  beautiful temples      
  
2.   Can I borrow 10,000 yen? 

  Can I lend?  

  Can I return?   

  Can I pay?    

  I have lost  
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3.      
 You should study kanji everyday. 
 
  throw away garbage       

  quit your current job      

  You shouldn t     

  stay up late     
 
4.    
 If you have time, let’s see a movie. 
 
  go to buy souvenirs    

  rent a DVD DVD /  

  If you don’t have time  

  If you want to stay home   
 
 
 
5.      When I went to Japan, it rained everyday. 

  I spoke nothing but Kansai dialect

       

  I used a lot of money       

  when I took time off work       

  buy me some anime DVD    DVD  

 
(sample answers) 
1. When / If you got lost, what do you do? 
      I ask someone the way (how to go). 

      I call someone. 

     I ask a person walking. 
 
2. If you are transferred to Tokyo, what would you do there? 
     I would take trips to various places in Japan. 

     I would make friends. 
   
3. If you get sick, what would you do? 
     I would drink medicine. 

    I would rest in bed. / I would take a break from work. 
   
4. If you win 5 million yen by gambling, what would you buy? 
     I would buy a good car. 

     I would take a vacation and travel.  
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Ex.   (  C  ) A.   

1.   (  F  ) B.   

2.    (  D  ) C.   

3.   (  A  ) D.   

4.    (  B  ) E.  

5.    (  G  ) F.  

6.   (  E  ) G.  

 
1.    

2.     

3.  (to apply)     

4.      

5.      

 
Mori: If you get married, what kind of person would be good, Terada kun? 
Terada: Let’s see. It would be nice to have someone who is beautiful, cheerful and good at cooking.  
Mori: Hmm....I want the person to be sweet and manly.  
Terada: That is it? I bet you wish more because you have high expectations. 
Mori: That is rude! But I need someone who is handy becaue I can’t do anything. 
Terada: You mean, a person who is capable of working, doing housework and fixing things  
  around the house? 
Mori: That is right. It would be nice if there is someone like that. 
Terada: I think it would be a little difficult, but go for it. Tell me if you find one. 
 

 
1.   

2.  

3.  

4.   

5.  

 
 Jim is a Japanese and English interpreter. 

 For 5 days from the day after tomorrow, it's been decided that he's going to Taiwan for work. 

 Since Jim had a lot of other work, he requested business trip preparations to his wife. 
 

: How many days do you have work? 

: It's just 2 days. 
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: Then, just 2 business shirts should be fine. 

: Yeah, I think so. Also, Taiwan is probably humid, so prepare some short sleeves. 

: Got it. Ah, this time I don't need any souvenirs. 

: Okay. There is a thing I want, can I buy it? 

: What is it? 

: The CD of a Taiwanese singer. 

: Okay. 
 

 His wife finished the perparations in about an hour. 

 Jim was busy at work and couldn t buy a CD afterall. 

 But, he bought his wife a souvenir at the airport. 
 

 
1. How long will Jim be in Taiwan for?   
   
   
2. How many days is his interpreting work? 
   
 
3. What season do you think it is? 
   
  
4. What does the wife what in Taiwan? 
   
 
5. Did Jim have time in Taiwan? 
  

   

 
1.   

  

   
 
2.    

    

    
 
3.     
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4.    

   

   
 

 
(sample answers) 
1.     

    
 
2.   

   
 
3. 

 

   
 
4.  

  
 
5.  

  
 
6.  

  
 

 
1.  ( ) ( )  

2. ( )  

3. ( ) ( ) ( )  

4. ( ) ( )  

5.  ( )  ( )  

6. ( ) ( )  

7.  (  ) ( ) ( ) ( )  

 
(sample answers) 
1. What do you need now? 
     
2. Do you have a fight with your family? 
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3. How many rooms do you have in your house?  (lit: What LDK are you living in?) 
 3LDK   

 1K   
 
4. Who prepares for dinner? 
   

   
   
5. How much does it cost to buy an airline ticket to Japan? 
   

   
    
6. Until when do you want to study Japanese? 
   

    
 

 
Sakuta  I had a big fight with my mother yesterday. 
Yamamoto Did you? Who is wrong this time?  
Sakuta  Maybe me…  
Yamamoto What did you do? You don’t help her around the house or 
something like that? 
Sakuta  Umm. That one, too. My final test result wasn’t good. 
Yamamoto How many points did you get? 
Sakuta  It was less than 50 points. I think my mother won’t talk to me until I 
pass a makeup exam. 
Yamamoto When is your makeup exam?  
Sakuta  Actually it is going to start in 5 hours. What shall I do? 
 

 
1.   

2.  

3.   

4.    

5.    

6.   

7.   

8.  
 

 
Mom: Ken chan, your birthday is coming soon. What do you want?    
Ken: Well... what do I want...  
Mom: I gave you a robot last year, right? It would be better to have a different one this year.  
Ken: Yeah. Well then, I want a bicycle.  
Mom:  You got a bicycle from your grandmother one year ago, didn't you?  
Ken: But it became old already, so...  
Mom: No. What else do you want?  
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Ken: If I say something, will you really give it to me?  
Mom: If it is not too expensive.  
Ken: Well then, I want you to buy me a puppy.  
Mom: What? Puppy? You should ask your dad about it.  
 

 
1. What has Ken received up until now? 
    
 
2. Who did he receive it from? 
    
 
3. What kind of things can’t Ken’s mom give to him? 
   

4. Who makes a decision on what to buy for him? 
    

5. If it were you, what would you give to Ken? 
    

 
1.     

   

     

2.     

      

     

3.     

   

   

4.    

      

    

 
1.    

2. OK  

3.   

4.   

5.  (cough)   
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1.  

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.     
 

 
(sample answers) 
1.  What do you give on your family’s birthday? 
 CD  
 
2.  What kind of things do you receive often and from who?  
   DVD   
  
3. What do you want your friends to do for you? 
    
4. What do you want your partner to do for you? 
     
 
5. What kind of things don’t you want someone to do and by whom?   
    
 

 
Mr. Kuroda: How do you do. I am Kuroda. Nice to meet you. 
Landlord:  Nice to meet you too. Are you a student, Mr. Kuroda? 
Mr. Kuroda: Yes. I am a junior at Tokyo university. I am also doing a part-time 
job. 
Landlord:  I see. Is your part-time job late at night? 
Mr. Kuroda: Yes, it is. I usually work from 7 o’clock until 11 o’clock at night. 
Landlord:  That is late. We go to bed at 10 o’clock, so I want you to be quiet 
when you  
   come home. Can you do it? 
Mr. Kuroda: Yes, of course. 
Landlord:  And also, I don’t want you to bring your friends here, but is it ok? 
Mr. Kuroda: Yes, I won’t bring them. 
Landlord:  We have strict rules, but be patient because the rent is cheap. 
Mr. Kuroda: I can’t resist the cheapness of the rent. Thank you./Please accept 
me. 

 
1.    

2.    

3.   

4.     

5.    
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Shinji:  What will I do... The computer got broken.  
Older sister: What? Did you do something?  
Shinji:   I didn't do anything. I think it just broke.  
Older sister: The computer doesn't just break! You broke it, didn't you!  
Shinji:  No, I don't break (computers) !  
Older sister: Well then, what are you going to do?  
Shinji:  You are good at computers, so can you take a look at it for me?  
Older sister: Let me see... ok. I will take a look at it for you.  
Shinji:  You are always fussy, but you often help me out, don't you?  
Older sister: If you say such a thing next time, I won't do anything for you any more! 
Shinji:  Sorry...  
 

 
1.  Did Shinji say he broke the computer? 
    

2.  Do you think computers break on their own? 
  

3.  What does  mean? 
 It means to know computers well. 

4.  Is Shinji’s older sister kind to him? 
   
5.  What would you do when your computer is broken? 
    

 
1.      I can hear the sound of a motorbike.  

  teacher’s voice     

  crying voice     

  singing voice     

  can’t hear     

2.      I broke the refrigerator. 

  flower vase      

  a basket      

  my body (I got sick.)       

  isn’t broken     

3.    A good idea was born. 

  a baby      

  is needed / I need     

 I told (taught)    

  I received     
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4.    My mother wakes me up every morning. 

  prepares lunch for me      

       

      

  is worried about me     

 

  will buy a new car for me      

  drives for me       
 
5.     I will have my best friend call. 

  have her teach math        

  have my teacher teach history       

  have my teacher read my essay      

  have my boyfriend carry my bag      
 

 
(sample answers) 
1.  What breaks on its own? 
    

2.  What have you broken? 
    

3.  What kind of sounds can you hear often? 
   

4. What kind of things does your family do for you? 
     

5. What kind of things do you do for your friends? 
   
 

 
1.      

    

   

2.       

     
 
3.     
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Hiroko  Huh? The microwave oven is broken! When did it break? 
Roommate Oh, that one? It broke when I was using it yesterday. 
Hiroko  What?! I don’t know what to do without it! 
Roommate We have no choice. I didn’t break it. Because it is old. 
Hiroko  Well then, are we going to buy a new one? 
Roommate Ok. Are we going to split? 
Hiroko  Umm… since I don’t use it that often, will you pay 70%? 
Roommate No way. You just don’t use it because I always cook for you. 
Hiroko  All right… this month is tight… 
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English Japanese  Kanji 
   

A 
abroad, overseas   
account (internet account)   
accurate   
acquaintance   
after that   
aggressive, positive   
alcohol, liquor, sake   
all   
all-nighter, sleepless night   
almost, very shortly   
an explanation   
Android   
anxiety, uneasiness   
anytime   
appetizer   
Australia   
awesome, great   

B 
baby sitter   
barefoot   
baseball stadium   
basket   
bill (at a restaurant/store)   
black board   
bonus   
branch office   
business field / world   
business trip   

C 
café, coffee shop   
can’t be helped, have no choice   
celebration   
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character; personality   
chirp, howl, etc. (animal cry)   
coffee milk beverage   
company trip (for fun)    
complete stranger    
computer software   
corner   
country   
course, route, way   
crying voice (human cry)   

D 
day   
daytime, during the day   
dead end (of street)   
deadline   
definitely, absolutely, positively   
delivery   
dialect   
diet   
difference   
dinner   
dirty, disgusting   
do-it-yourself (carpenter)   
double cheesburger   
dress shirt    

E 
east entrance/exit   
electricity, lights   
electronic dictionary   
end (of street or hallway etc.)   
enemy   
England   
entrance   
even now   
everyone   
excercise, motion   
exit   
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F 
favorite food   
fermented soybeans   
fight   
first, the beginning)   
flavor   
flower vase   
food for animals; bait   
freeway, highway   
front desk (hotel)   
funny, strange   

G 
get along    
good at   
good at   
grades, standing in class   
graduation   
graduation trip   
Grand Canyon   
ground   

H 
hair   
happiness   
hard, awful   
headquaters, home office   
healthy   
healthy   
heavy   
hedgehog   
Hey!  
hiccups   
high end, high class    
historical play; period drama   
hole   
home page   
home, residence   
honeymoon    
hot water   
how is it done, in what way   
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I 
ice tea   
idea   
ideal, dream   
if   
if you can answer   
in front of the train station   
in the middle of the night   
in the store   
intersection   
iPhone   
It's hopeless.   

 J 
Japanese pinball game   

K 
Kansai dialect   
karaoke   
knowing, having knowledge of   

L 
last name (in the bamboo)  
last time   
last weekend   
Let’s eat (informal)   
Let’s go (informal)   
light (weight)   
love   
lunch box   

M 
makeup exam   
manly, manlike   
meeting   
miso soup   
more   
morning assembly (meeting)   
motorcycle   
muggy, hot and humid  
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N 
necessary, needed   
New Year’s Day   
next weekend   
no matter how much   
north entrance/exit   

O 
office work   
oneself, myself   
oneself, myself   
order; request   
order; request   
other, another   
out going, diplomatic   

P 
part-time job    
person   
place (same as )   
polite version of  (Mr., Miss, Mrs.)   
preparations   
presently, right now   

R 
real estate office   
recently   
register   
regrettable   
ride, a mode of transportation   
road   
robot   
roller coaster   
rules, regulations   

S 
sales and marketing    
seat   
seat   
seaweed   
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selling point    
Shakespeare   
short-sleeved shirt   
shower   
shrine visit on New Year’s Day    
Silicon Valley   
silver coin   
since, because     
skilled in using one's hands   
skillful, delicious, tasty    
skillful, good at     
smart phone   
smelly, bad smelling   
so sad, pitiful   
socks ( )   
something   
soup   
south entrance/exit   
souvenir   
special   
special    
standard Japanese   
stars   
stingy   
straight ahead   
strange    
street at night   
strict   
strict, tough   

T 
Taiwan   
take out, to go   
tears   
television show   
term-end exam, final exam   
Texas   
that much, so ~   
that over there, over there, that person over there   
that, there, that person   
then, and then, after that   
thick, fat   
thin   
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this much, so ~   
this time   
this time   
this time, next time   
this weekend   
this, here, this person   
those days    
tight, demanding, hard   
tip   
to age, to get old    
to appear, to come out   
to be able to hear   
to be alive   
to be born (idea, result, etc.)    
to be born (people, animals)    
to be broken   
to be decided, be settled   
to be fired    
to be given (from equal or inferior)   
to be mad or angry   
to be quiet   
to be suited for   
to be surprised   
to be troubled   
to be troubled   
to borrow, rent   
to break, destroy, ruin   
to bring along, to bring around   
to change   
to cry   
to decide   
to die  ( )  
to do, to play   
to drive   
to eat, to drink   
to evenly split a bill   
to explain   
to fall down, drop   
to feel nostalgic   
to fit, match   
to flush the toilet     
to get lost, be uncertain, to hesitate   
to get mad, to get upset   
to give   
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to give (to equal or inferior)   
to give (to inferior, animals or plants)    
to give a warning   
to give up   
to go down, get off of  ( )  
to go or come up   
to graduate   
to have a fight   
to have enough of   
to have, to exist   
to help out   
to help out, to give some help   
to hit, to win   
to hold, have, carry   
to know   
to laugh   
to loan, lend   
to lose (opposite “to win”)   
to make, to build   
to need   
to pass   
to play (music)   
to prepare, to fight   
to pull an all-nighter   
to quit one's job or responsibility   
to recall, to remember   
to receive (from equal or inferior)   
to receive (from superior or equal)   
to request,(order) ask for   
to return (pay back)   
to ride, to get on, to get in   
to save (money), to collect   
to say   
to see    
to show   
to stay up late   
to stop, to quit   
to take a business trip   
to take a picture    
to take a shower     
to take an item   
to teach   
to that extent, to that degree   
to throw away  ( )  
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to turn   
to turn off, to erase   
to turn on   
to use   
to walk   
to wear (hats, things on head)   
to wear (shirts, jackets)   
to wear (shoes, pants)   
to win, to beat   
to worry   
tool   
Touhoku dialect   
trip abroad   

U 
umph!, heave ho   
unique, one of a kind   
unskillful,  poor     
used to show envy   (particle)  

V 
very   

W 
warm   
water-spring, fountain   
web site   
website  
weekend   
west entrance/exit   
what a waste   
What shall I do?   
wheat   
where, which and who   
will not talk to me/someone   
without permission   
wonder [see Grammar section]   

worries, troubles    

Y 
year, age   
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Japanese English Kanji  
    

 
  love 

  ice tea 
  idea 
  iPhone 

  to fit, match 
  account (internet account) 

   a complete stranger 
  to go or come up 

  to give up 
  to give (to equal or inferior) 

  flavor 
  warm 

  to hit, to win 
  that over there, over there, 

  that person over there 
  a hole 

  those days  
  to walk 

  Android 
  to that extent, to that degree 

 
  dead end (of street) 

  England 
 ( )  to be alive 
  Let’s go (informal) 
  water-spring, fountain 

  to receive (from superior or 
equal) 

  anytime 
  even now 
  entrance 

  to need 
  to need, exc. 
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  website 

  web site 
  skillful, delicious, tasty  

  to be born (people, animals)  
  to be born (idea, result, etc.)  

  to drive 
  excercise, motion 

 
  sales and marketing  

  in front of the train station 
  food for animals; bait 

 
  celebration 
  Hey! 

  Australia 
  funny, strange 

  bill (at a restaurant/store) 
  to get mad, to get upset 
  to be mad or angry 
  alcohol, liquor, sake 

  to teach 
  New Year’s Day 

  home, residence 
  to fall down, drop 

  to say 
  manly, manlike 

  lunch box 
  stars 
  miso soup 

  souvenir 
  heavy 

  to recall, to remember 
  hot water 

 ( )  to go down, get off of 

 
  abroad, overseas 

  a trip abroad 
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  meeting 
  out going, diplomatic 

  to return (pay back) 
  to change 
  to play (music) 

  basket 
  to loan, lend 
  person 
  to win, to beat 

  without permission 
  corner 
  wonder 

  flower vase 
  to wear (hats, things on head) 

  hair 
  karaoke 

  to borrow, rent 
  light (weight) 

  so sad, pitiful 
  Kansai dialect 

 
  to be able to hear 

  rules, regulations 
  north entrance/exit 
  dirty, disgusting 

  tight, demanding, hard 
  café, coffee shop 

  strict, tough 
  strict 

  term-end exam, final exam 
  to be decided, be settled 
  to decide 
  skilled in using one's hands 

  business field / world 
  to wear (shirts, jackets) 

  silver coin 

 
  smelly, bad smelling 

  will not talk to me/someone 
( )   socks 
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  country 
   to be fired 

  regrettable 
  The Grand Canyon 

  to be given (from equal or 
inferior) 

 
  to turn off, to erase 

  stingy 
  a fight 

  to have a fight 
  healthy 

 
  to pass 

  high end, high class  
  intersection 

  freeway, highway 
  coffee milk beverage 

  black board 
  to have, to exist 

  unique, one of a kind 
  knowing, having knowledge of 

  if you can answer 
  order; request 

  this, here, this person 
  to be troubled 
  to be troubled 
  wheat 

   to see 
  to break, destroy, ruin 

  to be broken 
  this time 
  this time 

  this weekend 
  this time, next time 

  this much, so ~ 

 
  recently 
  awesome, great 
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  first, the beginning) 
  makeup exam 

  polite for Mr., Miss, Mrs. 

 
  happiness 

  Shakespeare 
  roller coaster 

  can’t be helped, have no choice 
  branch office 

  to be quiet 
  historical play; period drama 

 ( )  to die 
  oneself, myself 

  office work 
  deadline 

  the ground 
   company trip (for fun) 
  the hiccups 
  shower 

    to take a shower 
  the weekend 

  business trip 
  to take a business trip 

  preparations 
  It's hopeless. 

  skillful, good at   
  acquaintance 

  Silicon Valley 
  to know 

   honeymoon 
  anxiety, uneasiness 

  worries, troubles  
  to worry 

  course, route, way 

 
  soup 
  very 
 ( )  to throw away 

  smart phone 
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  accurate 
  character; personality 
  grades, standing in class 

  selling point  
  seat 
  seat 

  aggressive, positive 
  definitely, absolutely, positively 

  an explanation 
  to explain 

  everyone 
  the last time 
  appetizer 

  last weekend 
  all 

 
  that, there, that person 

  graduation 
   graduation trip 

  to graduate 
  after that 

  computer software 
  then, and then, after that 
  that much, so ~ 

 
  diet 

  favorite food 
  hard, awful 
  Taiwan 
  last name (in the bamboo) 
  presently, right now 

  to request,(order) ask for 
  double cheesburger 

  Let’s eat (informal) 
  to save (money), to collect 
  to have enough of 
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  the difference 
  tip 

  to give a warning 
  order; request 
  morning assembly (meeting) 

 
  to use 

  end (of street or hallway etc.) 
  to make, to build 
  to turn on 

  to bring along, to bring around 

 
  enemy 

  Texas 
  exit 

  to help out, to give some help 
  all-nighter, sleepless night 

  to pull an all-nighter 
  to appear, to come out 

  a television show 
  electricity, lights 

  electronic dictionary 
  in the store 

 
    to flush the toilet 

  tool 
  What shall I do? 

  Touhoku dialect 
  how is it done, in what way 

  good at 
  good at 

  special  
  special 

  place (same as ) 
  year, age 

   to age, to get old 
  where, which and who 
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  to take an item 
   to take a picture 

  (no matter) how much 

 
 (particle)  used to show envy  

   get along 
  chirp, howl, etc. (animal cry) 
  crying voice (human cry) 

  to cry 
  to do, to play 

  to feel nostalgic 
  fermented soybeans 
  70  

  something 
  tears 

 
  west entrance/exit 

  do-it-yourself (carpenter) 

 
    since, because 

  a ride, a mode of transportation 
  to ride, to get on, to get in 

 
  motorcycle 

  delivery 
  part-time job  

  to wear (shoes, pants) 
  barefoot 

  Japanese pinball game 
  a shrine visit on New Year’s Day  
  hedgehog 

  short-sleeved shirt 

 
  day 

  east entrance/exit 
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  to be surprised 
  necessary, needed 

  standard Japanese 
  daytime, during the day 

 
  thick, fat 

  real estate office 
  front desk (hotel) 

 
  unskillful,  poor   

  baby sitter 
  healthy 

   strange 

 
  dialect 
  bonus 

  home page 
  other, another 

  thin 
  headquaters, home office 

 
  to turn 
  to lose (opposite “to win”) 

  straight ahead 
  to get lost, be uncertain, to 

hesitate 

 
  to show 

  road 
  south entrance/exit 

 
  to be suited for 

  muggy, hot and humid 
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  to eat, to drink 

 
  almost, very shortly 

  if 
  take out, to go 

  to hold, have, carry 
  what a waste 

  more 
  to receive (from equal or inferior) 

 
  baseball stadium 

  to quit one's job or responsibility 
  to stop, to quit 

  to give  
  (to inferior, animals or plants)  

 
  dinner 

 
  umph!, heave ho 

  to prepare, to fight 
  in the middle of the night 

  to stay up late 
  a street at night 

 
  next weekend 

  ideal, dream 
  register 

  robot 
  dress shirt  

  seaweed 
  to laugh 

  to evenly split a bill 
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 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

10 

11

12

13

14 
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