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The cover illustration for volume S was a
big hit, and | received a lot of good
comments. “It's as if Mustang's saying
‘Come, follow me!™ Or, “Men express
themselves with their backs.” Or, “He's
trusting everyone to have his back!!" Now
there’'s no way | can admit that | was just
too lazy to draw the Colonel from the
front... | just can't do it...

—Hiromu Arakawa, 2005

Born in Hokkaido (northern Japan), Hiromu
Arakawa first attracted national attention in
1999 with her award-winning manga Stray
Dog. Her series Fullmetal Alchemist debuted in
2001 in Square Enix’s monthly “manga
anthology Shonen Gangan.
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FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST

Using a forbidden alchemical ritual, the Elric brothers attempted to bring their dead
mother back to life. But the ritual went wrong, consuming Edward Elric's leg and
Alphonse Elric's entire body. At the cost of his arm, Edward was able to graft his
brother's soul into a suit of armor. Equipped with mechanical "auto-mail" to replace
his missing limbs, Edward becomes a state alchemist, serving the military on deadly
missions. Now, the two brothers roam the world in search of the philosopher’s stone,
the legendary substance with the power to restore what they have lost...

The Elric brothers, and their childhood friend Winry, thought that their trip to

Central City would be one of joyous reunions. Instead, they find themselves caught

in the middle of an escalating power play between Colonel Mustang and the Homunculi-
manipulated government. While Ed comes to terms with the murder of his friend
Hughes and the apparent death of Maria Ross, Mustang and his loyal team prepare a
sting using the psychotic Barry the Chopper as bait. Little do they know that their every
action is being watched by Lust and the Homunculi. Who's playing who!?
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