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THE

WE You TWO OF
CouLD orin;:;s US WILL
UARD GO
G"/ou. BOAT ALONE.

WITH
KIKUJIN.

BRINGING
i \ fr ARMED
INOURED =" =\ F/ PN GUARDS

SHUAN b Y WITH Us
AND I ARE \ = WON'T SET
ENOUGH. . S THE RIGHT
L TONE.

A-ARE YOU
KIDDING?! I
CAN'T LEAVE

HURRY!!... DANGEROUS

I NEGOTIATIONS
LIKE THIS TO A

HAVE COUPLE OF
KUCHIBA, YOUNGSTERS.

5O @O!
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I'M THE
CHILD

I DIDN'T SOLDIER

RECOG- FROM
NIZE YOU SKYROS.
IN THAT

STRANGE

DON'T
YOU

REMEM-

BER?

PLEASE
TAKE Us
TO THE
COM-
MANDER
OF THIS

1 THSIS
HAVE A GREAT!
FAVOR
TO ASK.

& HEEEERE,
: ONE
EYE?!
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LOOPING
BACK
TOWARDS
FALAINA.

IS THIS A
REPEAT
OF WHAT
HAPPENED
THEN?

THIS 1S
WHAT I

WANT.

IS IT
REALLY?

DON'T
NEED TO
ATTACK
FALAINA
NOW...

ARE YOU
SURE?
YOU'RE

NOT

FOLLOW-
ING THE

EMPEROR

ANYMORE,

ARE YOU?
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WAIT,
ORCA!!
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I'M SURE
THEY'VE
BEEN
PROGRAMED
TO ATTACK
INTRUDERS.

FIGHT NOW,

- IT WILL

<) CONFIRM TO
THEM THAT
WE'RE THE

APATHEIA
CAN ONLY
FOLLOW
ORDERS.
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PLEASE ’ . 7
LISTEN " £ ) f HAVE
¥ 7 NO
WISH TO
HARM

COMMAND
ER...
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..NO
MATTER
WHAT I

RECORD.

CHANGE
ANYTHING...

THERE'S
NOTHING
our

THERE.
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v

DID
YOU
THINK
THIS

MAYOR?

COULD
HAPPEN

WE'RE
REALLY
INIT
NOW.

TRYING V
10
PARLEY
WITH
PEOPLE
WHO
CANT
COMMU-
NICATE...

-.WE
CAME
HERE

KNOWING

THIS WAS

OUR ONLY

CHOICE.

REGRET
YOUR
PLAN

IF
THERE WAS
ANY OTHER
OPTION, I

WOULD HAVE
NOTHING BUT
REGRETS.
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OVER :
HERE-I sSUou,
THINK IT 2 ARE
WAS THIS YOU ALL
WAY. i RIGHT?

THOUGHT I
SAW LYKOS
AT THE
WINDOW.

THEY'RE
COMING &
AFTER
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AFTER
I TAKE
CARE

OF THIS

ONE,
WE'LL

=
,g THANKS.
>
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THIS LOOKS
LIKE A
BIG SHIP,
SO MAYBE
THEY DIDN'T
HEAR IT?

CHEEKY
CHAKURO,
REPORTING
FOR DUTY!!

DONTI'S
BOAT
1S GONE
ALREADY.
IT'S TOO

[<{e]
BACK!
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SHOULD
TAKE A
LITTLE

NAP
RIGHT
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DID ’
THIS SHIP i
REALLY L
BREAK
THROUGH
AMONLOGIA'S
DEFENSES?

IT
FEELS
ABAN-
DONED,
CREEPY.

IT FEELS
LIKE THERE
ARE FEWER

PEOPLE HERE,
COMPARED
TO SKYROS...
I WONDER IF
SOMETHING'S
GOING ON...

WONDER
IF THOSE
ARE FOR
BATTLE?

...PLEASE
WAIT.

CHAKURO,
DON'T






OEBPS/Image00069.jpg
IF
YOU'RE
COMING,
THEN
YOU'RE
PREPARED
FOR WHAT
MIGHT
HAPPEN,
AREN'T

COULDN'T
IS MY PROTECT
DUTY...- T SAMI, SO

! FEEL LIKE LET ME

BE%%E& \ SAMI HAS PROTECT

..HAVE TWO. . ENTRUSTED YOU FOR
HAVE N b IT TO ME. HER.
BEEN
ON AN

IMPERIAL

SHIP, HAVE
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I CAN
PROPEL

TS

ALMOST IT WITH
SHALL MORE THYMIA...
WE CUT CONVE-
OFF THE NIENT
OTHER THAN
A REAL

LEG.

DOESN'T HE'S

HE WANT GOING ON

TO CUT ABOUT HOW
THE CONVENIENT

OTHER IT IS...
ONE

OFF?

KANNAVI,

..BUT  PEOPLE 4 AR
IDONT  SAY ( 4

KNOW  THAT... ALL
WHERE 1 T @M THERE,

ELSE X

I'M suP-
POSED
TO BE.
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I really liked thistles when I was younger, and I used
to wonder why they were that color. They appear in
this volume.

—Abi Umeda

ABI UMEDA debuted as a manga creator with the
one-shot “Yukokugendan” in Weekly Shonen
Champion. Children of the Whales is her eighth
manga work.





OEBPS/Image00038.jpg
YOU STILL
HAVE A
FEVER.

YOU
SHOULDN'T
PUSH
YOURSELF

You,
KANNAVI.
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Shikoku
Shikon
Shinono
Shuan
Sienna
Sumi
Suou
Taisha
Tobi
Tokusa
Tonoko
Urumi

purple-tinged black

purple-tinged navy

the color of dawn (shinonome )
dark bloodred

reddish brown

ink black

raspberry red

red ocher

reddish brown like a kite’s feather
scouring rush green

the color of powdered grindstone, a pale brown
muddy gray
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THIS 1S
WHY I
CAME...

I'LL
LET YOU
CHOOSE.
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FALAINA
NOW.

WITNESS
THE
MASSACRE
OF THE
CITIZENS
OF

FALAINA.

I WILL
TAKE ALL
THEIR
LIVES WITH
MY OWN
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..OR WILL
YOU WATCH
WITH ME AS
THE CITIZENS
OF FALAINA
LOSE THEIR
LIVES?
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..OR WILL
YOU WATCH
WITH ME AS
THE CITIZENS
OF FALAINA
LOSE THEIR
LIVES?

YOoU
TAKE
MY LIFE
HERE...
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Orca declares
the battleship
Karcharias
independent
from the
empire.

towardskwhich
the!Mud Whale
i’ headed

Chakuro

The Mud whale

K heads towards ot
are i Adgffﬁptot; Mud whale and
negotiating islands that they Amonlogia break
on hope will be down.
Karcharias. their new home.

The Mud Whale
sets sail looking
for a new home.

Chakuro and
the others
head towards
Karcharias.

&-—t—} Current
. Sea of sand
— The Mud
whale's Route
. -+ Land
- Karcharias's
\\\mute
\“-Unknown Territory
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AS LONG
AS THE
CONTAIN-
MENT
BARRIER 1S
FUNCTION-
ING, HE'S
NOTHING
BUT A KID.

BUT THESE
MISTAKES
ARE
INTOLERABLE.

WE
MUST
OBEY

ORDERS.
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A NoTE on NaMEs

Those who live on the Mud Whale are named after colors in a
language unknown. Abi Umeda uses Japanese translations of the
names, which we have maintained. Here is a list of the English
equivalents for the curious.

Aijiro
Benihi
Buki
Byakuroku
Chakuro
Furano
Ginshu
Hakuji
Jiki
Kicha
Kikujin
Kogare
Kuchiba
Masoh
Miru
Nashiji
Neri
Nezu
Nibi
Ouni
Rasha
Ro
Sami

pale blue

scarlet

kerria flower (yamabuki')

malachite mineral pigments, pale green tinged with white
blackish brown (cha = brown, kuro = black)
from “flannel,” a sof t-woven fabric traditionally made of wool
vermillion

porcelain white

golden

yellowish brown

koji mold, yellowish green

burnt muskwood, dark reddish brown
decayed-leaf brown

cinnabar

seaweed green

a traditional Japanese crepe weave fabric

silk white

mouse gray

dark gray

safflower red

darkest blue, nearly black

lacquer black

light green (asa = light, midori = green)
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The Mud Whale
encounters the
Tower of Time.

The empire attacks
the Mud Whale twice.
The poeple of the Mud

Whale are injured by the
attacks, but they sink
the imperial battleship

Skyros and force the
imperial troops

to retreat.

They get trapped in
a current called Faldina’s
cage, but the Mud Whale
gains a rudder and sets
off for Amonlogia.
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I HAVE

THE
NOUS ON FEELINGS
THIS SHIP NOw TH(AT
STILL HAVE HASN'T I DIDN'T
ALL THE EATEN HAVE
FEELINGS THEM BEFORE.

THAT I GOT YET...
ON THE
MUD WHALE,
FALAINA.

[i ] , THERE Is

£ > L 5 5o MUCH

EVEN : e | ) THAT 15

MET - RV , , SAD ON

Boy % SN 0 | FALAINA.
LIKE. , i A\

X/ > Z § THAT'S
BUT A 7 | § | NEWS
REALLY , / \ | - TO ME.

_EVER REALLY...

’ , SINCE
05T NG/ I was
WANTED g
TO BE
CLOSER
TO You.

THAT

YOUR LITTLE
SISTER, WHOSE
EMOTIONS
WERE EATEN
AWAY BY THE
NOUSES, FELT
THAT WAY.

NEVER
NOTICED,
DID
you?
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FORGIVE
YOU...BUT
I WON'T
KILL YOU.

SPEAKING

TO YOU AS

SOMEONE
WITH A
HEART.
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...TO HAVE
MY WISH
GRANTED.

BUT
COMING
FACE-TO-
FACE WITH
A;g:vr YOU MADE
THE ME REALIZE

ONLY
ONE AT

SOMETHING. L

...I THOUGHT
I WOULD
PROTECT THE
MUD WHALE
EVEN IF IT
MEANT KILLING
YOu.

POWER-
LESS,
EMPTY
LITTLE ME
COULDN'T
STOP
THE YOu...
OLD ME
WAS JUST
LONELY.

I'M THE
ONE WHO
LET SAMI
AND THE
OTHERS
DIE!

ME, WHO
KNEW YOU
BETTER
THAN
ANYONE!

DO THAT
AGAIN.
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WHEN YOU
...I THOUGHT BECAME A
I WOULD GET PRASINO AND
SARKA TOO. GAINED THE
RI§HT TO
SARKA...
T 7
..AND
YOU I
DIDN'T THOUGHT THE KIND BUT YOU
1'D BEEN BROTHER WOULDN'T
ABAN- I KNEW GIVE ME
TURNED ANY...
COLD.

MATTER HOW
HOLLOW
THE NOUSES
MADE MY

...YOU
WERE THE
PERSON
I LOVED
MOST
IN THE

asls
WANTED TO
JOIN MY BlG
BROTHER
IN A WORLD
WITHOUT
NOUS INTER-
FERENCE.
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..GOING
FOR
MANY
YEARS.
i
%
A
BET?
BUT =
IF I :
CAN'T & &5 ...THEN
DIE... ¢ MY HOPES
o AND PLANS  1c 1
_..THEN THIS % WILL HAVE =
STORY LINE BEEN
1S NECESSARY — NOTHING
FOR THE s i e BUT A
HAPPINESS OF i i n SELFISH
HUMANKIND. f MISTAKE.
|
< i )
S
) FATE e
i WON'T
LKRE A~ LETHE S I NEVER
Gop oF GO v DELIBER-
DEATH, i ATELY TRY
I'VE LED - BUT TO AVOID
..AND MANY TO . SOMEHOW,  DEATH...
EVERY THEIR INg_?

TIME, I END..
AM LEFT S5 p DEE.
ALIVE. :

EVEN
AFTER THIS
HAPPENED. |
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TAAT THERE I8 BUT
15 TO ONY SNE | AT was YOU SAY
YOUR LAST YOU WANT
LT 2 SToRE || crance. 7o SToP
THE
WAGER
HAS
' G4 ENDED!
N FATE o~
YOU WOH: COULDN'T
REMAIN OVERCOME
EMPTY J YOUR FEAR
AND OF LOSING
POWER- [/
LESS... |

-..MY
POOR
LITTLE
SISTER. f=

YOUR
DECISION
WILL SEND

THE PELg}’LE

OF FALAINA
TO HELL.






OEBPS/Image00046.jpg





OEBPS/Image00048.jpg
THAT'S
NOT
GOING
TO KILL
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...AND MAKE
A MOCKERY
OF ALL THEIR
CHOICES AND
EXPERIENCES?

THE YOUNG
MAN SAID
THAT EVEN
IF IT BEGAN
AS A MANU-
FACTURED

COULDN'T
IT BE
SAID THAT
PEOPLE
WHO ARE
GIVEN
A NEW
...IN FACT EMOTIONAL
HAVE STRUCTURE...
A REAL
WORLD?

DOESN'T
THAT
DISPARAGE
THE PEOPLE
WHO LIVE
DESPERATE

FALSE?
MANUFAC-
TURED?

...IF IT GROWS
A STRUCTURE
LIKE A HEART,
IT COULD
BE SAID TO
HAVE REAL
EMOTIONS.
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ENDLESS,
DIZZYING
PACE.

WE
WOULD BE
FORCED TO
EXPERIENCE
SADNESS
AND
SUFFERING...
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THEY USE
PEOPLE’S

CONDUITS
TO TRAVEL
BETWEEN
THEM.

EMOTIONS AS

NOUSES
ARE FULL
OF THESE
PARALLEL
WORLDs.

WORLD THE
NOUSES
ARE
TRYING TO
CREATE...

-..THIS NEW BUT...

SO

AS THE

FOOD

SOURCE
FOR THE
NOUSES,
WE WOULD
NOT JusT

LIVE IN
ENDLESS

-..NOUSES
CRAVE
DIFFERENT
EMOTIONS.
HAPPINESS,
SADNESS
AND FEAR.

JUST
AS WE
ENJOY
MANY

DIF-
FERENT
KINDS

OF
FOOD...

‘\ 7
<4 B

GRI
=

N

HAPPINESS. f

WILL

JUST
MAKE
THEM
EEDIER.






OEBPS/Image00140.jpg
...ARE

PARALLEL
WORLDS
I SPOKE

THE

OF.

THE NEW
WORLD IS
ONE Bl@
FLOWER...

BLOSSOMS

WE CAN
CHOOSE
ANY

BLOSSOM.

THAT IS
HOW I
PICTURE
THE NEW
WORLD
I'Mm
BUILDING.

JUST LIKE
A HONEY-

BEE, WE
CAN FLIT
TO ANY
FLOWER.

.\)‘ﬁ.v\j

...YOU CAN
SPEND AN
ETERNITY OF
HAPPINESS
ON THE
FLOWER YOU
LOVE MOST.
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WE COULD FORCE-

£,
Lﬁgng OTHER WOULD
ONTO PEOPLE'S WRING
WHO WE FEELINGS EVERY
WERE. EMOTION
FROM US.

IN TIME,
WE WOULD
NO LONGER
BE
INDIVIDUALS.

I WILL

. NOT
DON'T GUARANTEE , | LET THE
WORRY, HUMANITY'S /Y] NOUSES
YOUNG HAPPINESS... y ® HAVE
MAN... , THEIR
WAY.

LOOK...

WORLD WILL .
BE TRANs- [ )
FORMED {
FOR . i
HUMANS BY X
HUMANS.

ARE A CONE f
TYPE OF FLOWERS

LIKE ALL R e THSTLE. > AT YOUR
FLOWERS . J !
OF THE &
CHRYSANTHEMUM
FAMILY, THEY
ARE MADE UP
OF MANY SMALL
BLOSSOMS
CLUSTERED
TOGETHER TO
FORM ONE
BLOOM.
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THE
WORLD
ORIGINALLY
BELONGED
TO
PEOPLE.

WE HAVE
ALL THE
CHOICES.

you go
alon
with his
plan, it
will seem
real.

KATAKLYSMOS
/5 FOR OUR
FREEDOM.
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...BUT THE UNHAPPINESS

OFTEN 1
CoNeER.OF BEGINS BELIEVE
WITH A LIFE AND
WILL NOT
A SEPARATION... DEATH WILL
i NO LONGER
HAVE
MEANING IN
THIS NEW
WORLD...

...WILL BE

GIVEN TO THE AND THIS
NOUS WHO ABUNDANCE
PROVIDES A OF

Us WITH THE HAPPINESS...
STRUCTURE
THAT CONTAINS \\

OUR WORLD.

THAT IS

AL e EVEN IF YOU
NEED TO
JEED T¢ ARE DRAINED . BECAUSE
coh oL OF HAPPINESS, WE WILL BE
OELE YOU NEED ONLY ABLE TO
MOVE TO A NEW AVOID DEATH'S
FLOWER FOR ARRIVAL AND
IT70 BE CONTINUE

REPLENISHED. TO LIVE LIFE
OVER AND

OVER AGAIN.

AND WHO
CARES IF
AN ENDLESS
DIET OF
SICKLY SWEET
HAPPINESS
GIVES THE
NOUs
INDIGESTION?
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SKYROS,
WHEN YOU
BROUGHT

ME BACK...

YOU
SAID IT
WAS A

RECORD
OF OUR
LIVES.

...ALL
THAT

PAIN AND
-\ SUFFERING

IF IT'S
MANUFAC-
TURED,
ISN'T IT
JUST A
FALSE

WORLD?

IT'S NOT
HUMAN TO
FEEL ONLY
HAPPINESS.
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LET ME
TELL YOU
WHAT THE

INSIDE

OF A

NOUS Is

LIKE.

N A
. SPACE IT HOLDS
A BEYOND A MIX OF
2 \ TIME. EMOTIONS <“‘
! “~7  THERE FROM A 1.
A 15 NO MYRIAD OF [ il
G PAST OR PEOPLE... \ [4*
FUTURE.

LET'S SAY
A AKE YOU'RE A SPACE
ABLE TO BEYOND
A DIFFERENT GO BACK  TIME? LET
CHOICE THAT N TIME... ME GIVE

4 CHANGES You AN
. THE COURSE EXANBLE.
& OF HISTORY,
- THAT PAST
BRANCHES
OFF AND e
{ BECOMES A R:
: DIFFERENT, ¢ g'E.NTr
PARALLEL
1 WORLD. Q






OEBPS/Image00149.jpg
KILLED

\R\\\ THE GIRL |

TELL ME
WHY YOU
KEEP
COMING
AFTER
OUR
ISLAND.

FROM THE
HALLUCI-
NATION...

N

BECAUSE,

As I SAID

BEFORE,
IT HAS
A DIF-

THAN

1 HUMANS. A

FERENT FLOWER

CONCEPT AND
OF TIME  RETURNS.

LIS A
DAIMONAS.

..THE THE ONLY
ONLY THING THAT
THING CAN TRULY
THAT CAN KILL A
3 EVEN NOUS...
N DAMAGE
WY N 1T
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...REALLY
TALK A
LOT.

...SEE NOW

THAT THERE'S
MORE THAN
ONE PERSON
HERE WITH
FLOWERY
FLOOF FOR
BRAINS.

ANSWER
ME THIS—

..HAVE WHAT

DOES
70 DO
WITH JOUR

FLOWER
YOUR
ATTACKS ~ GARDEN..

ON THE
MUD
WHALE?

UNFOR-
TUNATELY,
I CAN
HARDLY
GRASP
ANY OF

NO
MORE
PRETEN-
..ABOUT  TIOUS
iy YOUR PONTIFI-
IDEALS. CATING...
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INITIALLY,

I WAS N
fr GENERATE
NURTUR- TE
..BUT As ING THE SASé, WE
MY PLAN DAIMONAS 51'-‘;: 55
PROGRESSED, MYSELF... G
‘ MANIFESTA-
'SEcane. TIONS OF
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On the Mud Whale

(Marked, 16 years old) 4
A very powerful thymia user who possesses’

the strength of a daimona. He s being ., |
held on Karcharias after being defeated -4
by Orca.

A AT

A powerful thymia user and Lykos’s brotheér, He
s scized the battleship Karcharias and declared
his independence from the empirc.|

The Emperor

The most powerful man in the cmpire bears
an uncanny resemblance to Chakuro. He secks
Faliina and plans to crush Orca’s insurrection.

)

Lykos \“,"’/
(Marked, 14 years old) " ,:\
A ginl from the Allied Espire who tommes?

aboard the Mud Whale. She is being held ~
on Karcharfas by Orca. 5

(Marked, 26 years old) #

Former commander of the Vigilante Corps. He

took on Orca in Amonlogia in an attempt to

save Ouni, but was no match for the imperial
commander. j/

vz

Itia

The archivist on the bateleship Skyros
before it sank. Orca saved her from execu-
tion, and she later agreed to marry him.

(Marked, 14 years old)

The young archivist of the Mud Whalc.
His desire to save Lykos and Ouni from
Orca’s clutches leads him to clash

X\
Suou
(Unmarked, 17 years old)
Mayor of the Mud Whale. He declares that
the people of the Mud Whale will seek a new

home immediately and not stop to rescue Lykos
and Ouni.

Lion%
(Marke m
He joined the invasion of Amonlogia as

Orea’s jester and stays on Karcharias after

:f/ >
therevolt, .~
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e 7 Glossary of the Sea of Sand
Sl

A huge, drifting island-ship. Those in the empire who resisted giving up their
The Mud Whale emotions were exiled here, along with all their descendants.

Thymiz Telekinetic power derived from emotions.

The 90 percent of the Mud Whale population who are thymia users. They are all
The Marked A T
short-lived.

The members of the Mud Whale population who cannot use thymia. Unlike the

The Unmarked Marked, they are long-lived.

N A unique organism that obtains energy from peoples’ emotions and gives people the
RIS power of thymia in return.

N Falai A Nous that dwells deep within the Belly of the Mud Whale. Unlike other Nouses,
Oils it consumes the life force of humans rather than their emotions.

A large nation on the Sea of Sand that controls its citizenry through the Nouses and

their absorption of emotions.

The Allied Empire

Daimonas A legend from the empire. A being said to be able to destroy a Nous.

Q
NI Ny,

oS é A Record of the Mud Whale and the Sea of Sand ﬁagﬁgﬁ
N g

Year 93 of the Sand Exile.

The Mud Whale drif'ts endlessly through the Sea of Sand, home to about
500 people who know nothing of the outside world.

The dream of a new home in Amonlogia is dead. While most of the people
of the Mud Whale managed to escape the violence, Lykos and Ouni were

captured by their longtime nemesis, Orca. Chakuro and the others are
wracked with despair, especially once Suou declares that they will seek a new
home immediately and not make any attempt to rescue the captives.

“The Mud Whale was our entire world.”
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DIFFERENT

PERSON. EXISTENCE

YOU'RE
PLOTTING
SOMETHING.

I'M NOT
SMART

ENOUGH

BUT I
b TO UNDER-
DON'T
APPROVE STAND THE

QUESTION.
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IS

: ALL JUST
YO;JORE INSINCERE
PLATITUDES

TWISTED. 4/ ANYWAY.

children That
always made
want to be Kikujin
accepted and me
into the strangely
world of
grown-ups...

same was
probably
true for
Shuan.

IT'S OKAY
TO BE A
MASS OF
CONTRA-
DICTIONS,
SHUAN.

YOU CAN
CHANGE BY
REMAINING

UNCHANGED.
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OEBPS/Image00134.jpg
IT's
LIKE A
REVOLUTION
WHERE WE
CHANGE
PEOPLE’'S
HEARTS
USING THE
POWER OF
THE NOUSES.

WE WiLL
ADJUST THE
CURRENT
SYSTEMS OF
THE WORLD
AND EVOLVE
THEM INTO
SOMETHING

...4ou can
forget all

Ssufferin
and ?

immerse
Yourself...

4

LA

world full

nostalgia 3
and merey.
Forever.

\

L. a S0
0

&'\ of pedce, ‘ "

If you
resobve to
Ssurrender

Your
emotions
to the
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it

THERE ISN'T
ANYTHING AS
CONVENIENT
AS HOPE ON
THIS ISLAND.

...I CAN
SAY THIS
TO YOU
NOW.

BUT IF
-.THEN I you DON'T
THINK IT WANT TO...
ISN'T SO
EASY FOR
PEOPLE
TO
CHANGE.

YOu.

...OR SET
MY MIND
AGAINST

F
SHOULD
NOT HAVE
DENIED
YOU...

...THEN
OF
COURSE
I THINK
PEOPLE
CAN

CHANGE.

IF YOU
WANT TO
CHANGE...
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OEBPS/Image00133.jpg
...OR

..BUT
Loihg TRYING
1O KEEP
SET AN :
FALAINA
EXAMPLE
FORTHE o, OUT OF
SUIDELASIAN
amzENs FHEELY
OF THE
EMPIRE...

..WERE
BOTH
MERELY
CAMOU-
FLAGE.

MAYOR sSUOU,
YOU JUST TOLD
ME MY PLAN
1S NO LONGER
NECESSARY...

TELLING
YOU MY

OBJECTIVE.

I THINK
IT'S TIME
IGOoT
AROUND...

ON THE
SURFACE,
IAMIN
CHARGE.

BEEN ACTING
ON A SECRET I..
ORDER GIVEN
BY THE
PERSON MOST
CLOSELY
TIED TO THE
NOUSES.

IT /S A
PLAN TO
ARTIFICIALLY
TRIGGER
KATAKLYSMOS!

BUT IN
REALITY,
THIS Is A
PLAN TO
CHANGE

THE

ENTIRE

WORLD.
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A
MULTITUDE

OF
CHOICES...

.. ALL THE
DECISIONS...

...SHOULD
TAKE ON...
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...ONE
AND AN
INFINITE

SCATTER-
ING.

THEY ALL
INTERMINGLE,
TURN UPSIDE
DOWN...

...DOESN'T
EVER
CHANGE,
AND YET IT
CHANGES
CONSTANTLY.
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can take
our sad
stories and
rewrite them
all into
sweet, hagpy
ones.

\\x\\\\“&\l’v‘;\w/wm///
N\

THE
WORLD
OLIVINIS
SHOWED
ME
BEFORE
SKYROS

YOUR
TEMPTATION
CONTAINS
ONE LIE.

THE
NOUSES
WILL NOT
GRANT A
PEACEFUL,

WHAT
ARE
you

DOING?
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NOW I
HAVE A
RIDDLE
TO SET
BEFORE

4 7,
i THINK OF
4 é . THIS AS ]
o2 A LITTLE /
i 7 GAME. /
0
4//,
&~
W
KYMA...
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\\\\\\\\\mmm//////%%
7

...TOWARDS
OUR NEW
HOME...

NN

S
S

OUNI AND
LYKOS
BEHIND.

) \\\
(e

ACTING
| STRANGE /,
YESTERDAY | !

BEFORE
THE

ASSEMBLY.
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T
oA expressEs »

COMPLEXI 1

TIES LIKE SIMPLE J THE
HAPPINESs, EMOTIONS FORM
DESPAIR,  SUCH AS EVOLVES

A GUILT
AND
. Jove.  RESIGNA- 'AND
IT ; TION... . BECOMES
STARTS <5 A ] MORE
TO ACT 3 7 COMPLEX.
ON THESE :
EMOTIONS.

BUT
THERE IS
NO WAY TO
TELL IF IT
1S ACTUALLY
BECAUSE | ; R . % v FEELING
ITIS A . ‘ A .
CREATED
THING.

...DOES IT
1T HAVE Ay A
ART?
THE SAME GEAR
EMOTIONS
AS A
PERSON?

I'D
LIKE
YOU TO
ANSWER
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THE
SUN Is
RISING.
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LET's

=WE SAY...

GIVE IT
FORM.

FELLOW

! CLUMP WHEN THIS  {/

; SHOULD CLUMP OF

] MELT AND DIRT SEES A
T BEAUTIFUL

BLUSHES  FLOWER..
BRIGHTLY. /

{‘1 L i cries

PITEOUSLY.

CRYING
BROUGHT ON
BY EMOTIONS
IS SAID TO BE
SPECIFIC TO
HUMANS.

ARE ITS
EMOTIONS
THE SAME
AS A
PERSON'S?
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...YOU
NITWITS.

THAT
SKINNY
GUY WHO
LOOKS
LIKE A
TREE,
OVER
THERE...

..the
origin
of my
anxiety
and
sadness.

sensed
that we

were
nearing...

THEY'RE
STAINED

WITH
BLOOD.

THEY'RE

WEAPONS

AFTER
ALL.

THEY'RE...
DOLLS.

THOSE ARE
THE THINGS
WE SAW
WHEN WE
FIRST CAME
ABOARD.
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abandoned
the
project mid
build...

..and it had §
the effect
of numbing
your sense

felt most
was
SOI(OW.

interior
of the

like they
had started

piling up

junk and
painting it...

guides, the
song and
Karcharias's

odd and quiet

terrifying. interior...
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...THIS SHIP
DOESN'T
HAVE THE
NUMBERS
THAT SKYROS
DID.

-..THAT
NO

ONE Is
COMING 1
AFTER LIAR...

us.

MOST
OF THE
CREW ARE
MERCE-
NARIES HE
RECRUITED
THERE.

A ORCA
SMALL WENT TO
MINING  AZAMBOTO |

COLONY e

HE

OVERSEES.

TO TELL
You
SOONER.
HOwW
DO I
EXPLAIN
THIS...

WHY WAS
IT SO EASY THE EMPIRE
TO GET HAD A HAS A STANDING
PERMISSION FEELING ARMY, 5O IT'S
FOR THE THAT VERY UNUSUAL
AMONLOGIA THERE WAs  FOR PRIVATE
ATTACK, AND SOMETHING SOLDIERS TO
WHY DID THEY A LITTLE BE STATIONED
GIVE HIM oDbD ON A NOUS
KARCHARIAS? ABOUT THIS SHIP.
MISSION.
IT MAKES
IT TOO EASY
FOR ORCA TO
CARRY OUT A
TERRORIST
ATTACK.

97





OEBPS/Image00096.jpg
{ I
KNOW.
I CAN'T
BELIEVE
IT
MYSELF.

I CAN'T
BELIEVE
YOU'RE

HELPING
Us, ITIA.

WE
HAD NO
PROBLEMS
GETTING
INTO
LYKOS'S
ROOM.

THERE'S
SOME-
THING

OFF
HERE?

THE

SOLDIERS
ALREADY
KNOW THAT
WE'RE
HERE.

SHUAN!

AREN'T
PLANNING
TO
BETRAY
Us, ARE
you?

v

...ON
SKYROS,
WE WERE
AMBUSHED
IN FRONT
OF THE
NOUS
CHAMBER.

I THINK
ORCA IS5 IN
HIS QUARTERS
OR ON THE
BRIDGE.

WHY
.
Wy ritRe
AREN'T  MORE
THEY  commo-
LOOKING Ti0N?
FOR Us?
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...TO
SHOW
YOou
NITWITS
TO THE
MITRA.
b

MY
MASTER 15
WAITING
FOR YOU.
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JESTERS.
UNUSUAL
PEOPLE.

IS MY
BROTHER
IN THE
MITRA?
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ORCA
ANNOUNCED
IT SUDDENLY,
RIGHT AFTER

HE KILLED
HIS AIDE.

WHY
DOES THE
MUD WHALE
HAVE TO BE
INVOLVED?

TO...
WHAT
END?

THE
KARCHARIAS
HAS
DECLARED
INDEPEN-
DENCE
FROM THE
EMPIRE.

HE'S
PLANNING
TO TAKE IT

ALL. FALAINA,
ANTHROPOS,
THE MOTHER
SHIP OF THE
IMPERIAL
NOUs.

UNLESS
WE TALK
ABOUT IT
ALL, WE'LL
NEVER
UNDERSTAND
EACH

WE
NEED
TO TALK
ABout
THIS...
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>

We are OF
Laughing ribs, COURSE,
crawling to
e trsd )
ashes. dancing

unbounded.

You're a
winged
insect with
horns and
spotted
wings.
Setile
since the
day you
were
Young.

Pulled
by invisible
reins to
aze into
the ravine.

; 1t's still
Sill 4 the first ||
bl tofrst
>
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HE EVEN

KNOWS
THAT THE :;2
INTRUDERS hplia
DISAP- !
PEARED
AT YOUR

DOOR.

THOUGHT
OUR CIR-
WELL, CUMSTANCES

DON'T
KNOW

A FAKE WERE THE WHERE
ONE! SAME. I WE'D BE
> THOUGHT WITHOUT
WE WERE ORCA...

FAMILY...

WORRY,
ORCA IS
ALWAYS
NICE TO
You.

GOING

INTO THE <

MITRA AND ; Aﬁ%ﬁ;
THYMIA You

BoCoNT A NITWITS!

THERE,
EVEN THE
GOD OF
DEATH IS
ONLY
HUMAN.
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ONE IS

WONDER  ATTACK-
IF ING US...

THEY'RE
ASLEEP

They could
have been
corpses,
they were
50 empty.

NOTHING-
NESS IS A
SIGN OF
PEACE AND
ORDER...
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I
WONDER
IF THIS
IS A
SAND
SONG
T00?

Wwe
were led
by those "
peculiar 1y
quides... I

..into the
belly of the
battleship
Karcharias.
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MUST
HAVE
YOUR
REASONS.

WE DON'T
You PLAN TO
JUST MAKE
DEMANDS.

WE CAN
LEAVE THAT
DECISION UP
TO HER. SHE
CAN CHOOSE

FOR HERSELF.

THINK
SHE
SHOULD
BE WITH
HER
FAMILY.

I DON'T
KNOW WHY,
BUT EVERY-
ONE ALWAYS

COMES
AROUND TO
MY POINT
OF VIEW.

GUESS YOU
DON'T KNOW
THAT I'VE
NEVER
LOST AN
ARGUMENT.

WANT Us
TO HAVE
A FRANK
DISCUSSION.

X
DON'T THINK
YOU CAN
CHANGE
OUR MINDS
ON THAT.

WE WANT TO
SAVE OUR
FRIENDS'
LIVES AND
ENSURE THEIR
HAPPINESS.
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OEBPS/Image00107.jpg
I DON'T
KNOW.
THOSE

ARE HIS

ORDERS.

PLEASE GO
THROUGH
TO NOUs

KARCHARIAS'S
CHAMBER.
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WELCOME...

-..EMISSARIES
OF
FALAINA.
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)

Al Je
Vi

|

i

/

/

,/ -

7

i

(

i

NRSE
e
=1 w

SYFE

o

SO,
YOU

v
—~
wn
w
o
IV}

ARE
THE
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THAT'S

WHAT

ILIKE

ABOUT
YOU. NO
EXCUSES.

FEEBLE

4
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WAITING
FOR
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I CAN'T

TELL YOU VHEiJSI:-
WHERE PORTANT
HE 15, GUEST.

BUT HE'S

SAFE.

...19
OUNI
ALL

RIGHT?

UNDER-
STAND
HIM VERY

LYKOS'S
BROTHER...

STOP YOUR
ATTACKS ON
THE MUD

WE CAME TO
ASK YOU TO
RETURN OUR
FRIENDS OUNI
AND LYKOS...
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SHE HAD
HER OWN
REASONS.

BETRAY

I'M THE
MAYOR OF
THE MUD
WHALE...

THE ISLAND
YOU CALL

FALAINA.

PRISONER |
IN THE
BASEMENT
AND HIS

MAYOR?

MET THE
THREE OF
YOU IN
AMONLOGIA.

TURNED UP |\,

AGAIN.

113

you
DIDN'T
DIE...
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TWO OVER

LOOK LIKE
YOU COULD
USE SOME

ABLE TO

SOMETIMES.
THAT LEADS
TO MISTAKES.

KANNAVI,
TOOK ME
ON EVEN
THOUGH
DISCHARGED

ORCA
ASKED
ME TO
TREAT
YOu.

MY MIND

WANDERS

IT'S WHY
I WAS

FROM THE
MILITARY.

IT's ODD
THAT YOU'RE
GIVING US
MEDICAL
TREATMENT.

BOARDED
YOUR SHIP
WITHOUT
PERMISSION
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OEBPS/Image00082.jpg
FAMILY
AND A
PLACE TO
BELONG.

..THEN AT
THE VERY
LEAST, I
DON'T WANT
TO TAKE AWAY
ANYONE
ELSE'S FAMILY
OR HOME.

THAT'S
REALLY
ALL I
WANT.

..WANTED
WHAT
I HAD
LOST.

I DON'T
WANT TO
TAKE AWAY
ANYONE
ELSE'S
HAPPINESS.






OEBPS/Image00085.jpg
...50 THE
EMPIRE
BURNED

EVERYTHING. |

COUNTRY
WAS
DEEMED
7O BE
CONTAMIN-
ATED
BY THE
BLOODLINE
OF THE

| MAGICIAN...

I
REMEMBER
THAT THE
IMPERIAL
OFFICER
LAUGHED
FOR SOME
REASON.

FIRE
DEMONS
ARE A
A0 DAL
EMPIRE POWER,
k’g FORBIDS
ANY






OEBPS/Image00084.jpg
...BY A FIRE
DEMON
UNLEASHED
BY A
MAGICIAN
PRACTICING

IT WAS A
VERY SMALL
COUNTRY.
THERE WAS
A CASTLE
AND ITS
TOWN AND
TWO BLACK
SPIRES.

THE
IMPERIAL
OFFICER
WHO
CAME TO
INVESTIGATE
JUDGED
THAT IT WAS

MY
COUNTRY.

...WAS
NOT AN
IMPERIAL
COLONY.
WE PAID
ALLEGIANCE
TO THE
EMPIRE AND
WERE
ALLOWED
OUR

| SOVEREIGNTY.






OEBPS/Image00077.jpg
Ih'
YOU'RE
THAT MIS-
TRUSTFUL,
WHY DID
YOU LET
Us INTO
YOUR
ROOM?

ARE YOU
PLANNING
ANOTHER
SKYROS?

IF
YOU TRY

ILL
CALL THE
SOLDIERS.

T
DON'T YOou
K:oovy ARE SO
RECKLESS.
BOARD THE  Y0U GOT
KARCHARIAs, HERE...
JUST THE
THREE OF

YOU...

WE
WANT TO
CHANGE

HIS

MIND...
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WE

...TO
LYKOS'S
BROTHER.

CAME TO
SPEAK
DIRECTLY

HAVE NO
INTENTION
OF SINKING
THIS SHIP.






OEBPS/Image00076.jpg
DO YOU
UNDER-
STAND THAT
THIS IS AN
IMPERIAL
WARSHIP?

\

WHAT
ARE YOU
DOING
HERE?
HOW DID
YOU GET
HERE?

IN
HERE.

HURRY!

AN WwouLD
INTRUD- I TELL
ER?

I'M
THE ONE
WHO
SHOULD
BE
ASKING
QUES-
TIONS.

...DO

You
Do KNOW
YOU OUNI
KNOW AND

WHAT'S  LyKOs?
HAP-
PENED
TO
THEM?

MA'AM

/ SHE

DOES
REMIND
ME A
LITTLE
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OEBPS/Image00079.jpg
...HAVE NO
HOPE OF
CHANGING
DESTINY
ON SUCH
A LARGE
SCALE!

3 > ’ !
DO You |
REALLY ||
N / THINK
g @ IF You THAT?
\ \ Ki
KNOW... =\ @ Know
SKYROS...
WHAT
WE
DID.
f i (2 WE...
WE WERE
WE
1 ABLE TO
KNOW | CHANGE
WE CAN OUR
CHANGE
THINGS. DESTINY.
THAT'S a
WHY WE
CAME
HERE...
THERE’S
NO NEED
FOR YOU

.

TO GIVE |/,
2 10

Zw)





OEBPS/Image00078.jpg
WHAT'S
SO

FUNNY? |8

} Lol

PEOPLE
CAN'T
MAKE
THEM

CHANGE.

STRONG
PEOPLE
HAVE TO
CHANGE
ON THEIR
OWN.

YOU'RE

AN UN-
LIKELY
PAIR.

...YOU
CAN'T
CHANGE
HIM.

I..DON'T
WANT THE
INNOCENT
PEOPLE OF
FALAINA
TO DIE
EITHER.
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OEBPS/Image00081.jpg
...I WAS
ALREADY
DEAD.

WHEN
ORCA
HELPED
ME, I
HONESTLY
THOUGHT
MY LIFE
WAS SET.

WHEN THE
NOUS TOOK

IT WAS A

BLESSING |

THAT I
WOULDN'T

HAVE TO ]

IT'S SO
EASY TO
DRIFT
IN THEIR
WAKE.

I FELT SO
POWERLESS
THAT I DIDN'T
CARE ABOUT

ANYTHING.

I JUsT
DRIFTED.

T
COULDN'T
STOP THE
TRAGEDY.

IT's
EASY TO
FOLLOW

A STRONG
PERSON.

WANTED
A FAMILY.






OEBPS/Image00080.jpg
-.AM
FROM AN
IMPERIAL
VASSAL

GIVING

EMPIRE
TOOK
ADVANTAGE
OF AN OLD
SUPERSTI-
TION...

...AS AN
EXCUSE TO
BURN MY
HOMELAND
TO THE
GROUND...

I WAS
THE ONLY
ONE TO
SURVIVE.

FAMILY, MY
FRIENDS,

I'M
USED
TO

...ALONG
WITH 4

i ALL THE

PEOPLE






OEBPS/Image00094.jpg
CHAKURO...

HOW ARE
YOUR

WOUNDS?

HOW
DID YOU
GET ALL

THE WAY
HERE?

CHAKURO,
syou!
HURRY...

COULDN'T
KILL MY

BROTHER... |/

I'M
GOING
TO TALK
TO HIM
DIRECTLY.






OEBPS/Image00093.jpg
like the
oomasagochiku
forests of the
Mud Whale

She still
smelled sweet,






OEBPS/Image00095.jpg
LET'S
END THIS
CONFLICT

...AND GO
BACK TO
THE MUD

W

WHALE
TOGETHER!
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OEBPS/Image00086.jpg
IKNEW =+
THAT IF T
TRAVELED

TO THE
~THE  IMPERIAL
NOUSES  MAINLAND

WOUL
WANTED I EaT MB

TO

...AND FORGET / \ FEELINGS.
DISCARD EVERY-
ALL THING...

SENTIMENT
AND

MEMORIES... §

oA
._/





OEBPS/Image00088.jpg
...I DON'T
THINK YOU

YOu SHOULD
SHOULD IGNORE
TELL YOUR
LYKOS'S FEELINGS

BROTHER ANY
HOW YOU LONGER...
REALLY

FEEL.

FRIENDS.

WANT TO
STEAL

HAPPINESS
FROM THE
PEOPLE OF
FALAINA...






OEBPS/Image00087.jpg
WHEN \
[ I WENT

\/ ABOARD ‘\

SKYROS, IT
..I DIDN'T FELT LIKE
HAVE THE IT WAS
HEART TO BEFORE HAPPENING
THINK ABOUT ORCA TO SOMEONE
THE PEOPLE GAVE ME ELSE.

OF FALAINA. | SARKA...

REALIZED R\ o BUT IT
IT WAS BEGAN TO
FUTILE TO ] Y TORTURE
TRY TO - - ME MORE
FOOL
MYSELF.

HOW CAN

WHAT'S PEOPLE
THE STAND TO
POINT? WORRY
ABOUT

OTHERS?
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OEBPS/Image00090.jpg
Day 29,
month 11,
year 93
of the
sand
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OEBPS/Image00089.jpg
w
..BEFORE  sHoULD 2
THE HURRY... : I'VE BEEN
TROOPS { ASKED
START TO LOOK
ASSEM- AFTER HIS
BLING. | 71 SISTER...

THERE
REA Y7 e d 1 Tiave

y i
ALRBEEA - y 5 ' THE KEY

GUARDS / y o TO HER

AT HER . % ROOM.
DOOR. / \

DON'T
KNOW
WHERE

ORCA OUNI Is.

¥ DOESN'T
\ TALK
LYKOS! \ ABOUT
| HIM.
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It
had been
several
days since
Lykos was
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OEBPS/Image00091.jpg
~ }J | KARCHARIAS
J 1S COMING
AROUND...

s %
CHANGING
COURSE... |/

/ HEADING
/1)) )\ TOWARDS
THE MUD

7 WHALE...

W pLease, 7 ik
Y stopn






