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HERETICAL... 885 ST A
IT DOESNT [T LEGEND.

| | TAKE YOUR
A HEART.IT
. | EATS YOUR
& LIFE.
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..Filaina
would be

our howe.

When | saw
the simple,
gentle ship
that
reminded
myofa

whale...

<l knew
that living
gpiritually
rich lives
there...

owould be
our greatest
revenge on

the empire.

; Eg/lt‘
]tﬂ’ s
. W later...
created the
calendar of
the Sand
Exile.
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Y MOLE...

I CAN'T
WAY BELIEVE
TO GO, YOu GoT
1
KUCCHI! THAT...

EVERYTHING \\\
THERE ARE ) 13 ow
e e \ . TO KNOW
CROSSROADS, 4 \f | ABOUT
) MAYOR
y TAISHA.

SO NOW WE
JUST HAVE TO
KEEP GOING.

OPEN UP
AHEAD.
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P

THERE
: ﬂ ARE ONL
,,,;J ™O
CHOICES,
= THIS WE BUT THIS
% REPRESENTS oy U7 1)
MAYOR 70 DO
TAISHA'S SOME-

THING!

Y
'’

THESE
DOORS

IT ARE BOTH
LOOKS DELIB-

ROUND \ LIKE Em?e%
BLACK \ KNOT-
DOORS ARE || WEED BLACK...
HER TWO

//

/ THE ONE

| THAT MOVES
WHEN SHE
| LAUGHS 1S
THE ONE
BY HER
MOUTH.

BLACK
CIRCLES

IT's
THE
LOWER-
LEFT
DOOR AS
YOU FACE
THEM!

REALLY,
KUCHIBA?
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...from
Hakuji, who
has just
Joined the
Committee
of Elders.

SHE
MENTIONS
THE
ENTRANCE

...based
on the

information |

from
Mayor
Taisha's
secret
diary.

we
began
looking
for
Midén's
room...

foot of'
Tower 2,
beyond the
‘amuta
bushes. ..
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ARE YOU
DOING
HERE?
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IT WAS
/ ALL ABOUT
EVEN IF 7 HER DUTIES
SHE DIDN'T AND THE
WRITE DOWN CITIZENS
ANY OF HER § A  UNTIL THE

...I CAN
TELL HOW
MUCH SHE

CARED FOR
EVERYONE.

FEELINGS...

VERY END.

GOING
TO
EXPOSE
NOT 1T
JUST FOR
OUNI'S SAKE,
BUT FOR
EVERYONE.

DONE
GETTING
MESSED
ABOUT
BY THE
SECRETS
ON THIS
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USE MY
BODY As
YOU SEE

FIT.
PLEASE
DON'T %
EXTINGUISH ]
THE LIGHT s
OF HIS LIFE. /)

A

. PLEASE
Q, PROTECT
T HM...

THE KING
KNOWs
| WHAT /s

g
Mun\\\\\
TN
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continues

NARROWER
down.

AND
TWISTIER
THAN THE

PATH
TO NOUs

FALAINA. />

Irs . )

LIKE - N 2 ) e
WE'RE . WALLS
BEING Y * IS ARE
CRUSHED. CLOSING

WHO
LOOKS LIKE
SOMEONE WS ¢ BUILT THIS
KNEADING AND
PLAYING WITH
THE MUD OF
THE WALLS.

BUT IT'S
STRANGE...
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It
would have
been better
fo go in my

A;;lre r"eerfj

passage
inside is
knee-deep

gently, then
suddently
very

sfecply...

TA-
DA!
SHAKE-
ACTIVATED
MUD MOss
LANTERN!
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THERE'S
ONLY P
THOSE SECTION
NEAR S\ IS PAR-
DEATH TICULARLY
UNHEALTH-

TWO IN
THERE

AN OPEN ARE
IT! ALMOST
DONE

FOR.

HAVEN'T
TAKEN ANY
FOOD OR
DRINK IN
ABOUT
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HMM, IT'S WHY DID

PART OF THE

SHE PUT
MAYOR’S DUTY

IT IN THE

O WRITE X
POETRY.. BIARYE S5
MAYOR
THIS TAISHA
ONE 1S MOST WRITE
DEFINITELY
A HINT
ABOUT THE
CROSSROADS.

WE JUST
NEED TO
PICK THAT

DOOR,
RIGHT?

THE ONE
ON THE
LEFT END
1S THE
LARGEST.

FAMILIAR
SOMEHOW....

BUT THEY
ALL SEEM TO
BE SLIGHTLY
DIFFERENT
SIZES...

THE
SMILES
OF THE
PEOPLE
KNOW
THE
WAY"...
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He told me,
W you get it
wrang, goul
be fropped
down there in
the walls."

Hakji
says there
is only one
way fo get

there.

Even the highest hawk canno see.

The two pointed ears that hear the voices of
heaven cannot hear the trath.

The decision made with the gut is not enough.

The green carpet will wither:

Only the smiles of the people know the way.

ONE

ARE WE | |
SUPPOSED s
TO TAKE? /
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THIS 1S
WHAT THE

There

are two
crossroads.

The one

that
moves
when you WHAT?S
laugh. THE HINT
- FOR THIS

ONE?

IT'S THE §
SECOND
CROSS-
ROADS.

THAT'S
WAY TOO
SIMPLE...
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GREW
TALLER
AND
LARGER
As I
EVENTU- AGED.
ALLY, I

VOLUN-
TEERED
TO BE
THE
KING'S
JESTER.

i
i

THE KING
AND I
WERE
NEVER
SUSPICIOUS
OF EACH
OTHER
AGAIN.

A\
S o

CONTINUED
TO MAKE
THE KING
LAUGH, As
SHE HAD.

| AND I WENT

The Sky on the Wall, Next to the Light ~The End-
Children of the Whales volume 7 -The End-

THE CELL
WHERE THE
JESTER
HAD BEEN
PETRIFIED
WAS
PRESERVED,

TO VISIT IT
MANY TIMES.
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.50
THAT
MUST

BE THE

BlG ONE

ON THE
LEFT.

OKAY!

THAT'S
TOWER 4,
WITH THE
WALL OF

FACES.

THE
CENTRAL
TOWER
IS THE
HIGHEST....

CHOOSE.

IT's
THE FIVE
TOWERS

Vi
Ve OF THE
HIGHEST MUD
HAWK WHALE!
CANNOT
SEE.”

, VTHE TWO o
) JHATs POINTED
4 2 EARS THAT
¢ , WITH
HEAR THE
THe 1o VOICES OF
HORNS.
HEAVEN
CANNOT
HEAR THE
TRUTH.”

ONLY
THE
SMILES
OF THE
PEOPLE
KNOW THE
THE GREEN
WAY." CARPET Wi
... DECISION
Al MADE WITH
7 Lo THE GUT IS
NOT ENOUGH."
RN s POWERS. THAT'S TOWER
o 3, IN THE
13 > MIDDLE
.34 HERE.
THIS
IS THE
DOOR WE
NEED TO

TOWER 4
IS FOURTH
FROM THE
LEFT, $O...
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IT MIGHT
BE THE
ENTRANCE
TO THE
MUD MOSss
ROOM.
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WE'VE
WANDERED
INTO THE
WALLS
ALREADY
WaAAH, AND WE'LL
STOP NEVER GET
SAYING ouT!
THAT!
LYKOS,

T
WONDER
WHAT

...SEE THIS 157

IVE
KURO, SEEN THIS
s IT LOOKS SOMEWHERE
HERE. LIKE OUNI'S BEFORE.

NECKLACE.
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My manga style is very cluttered and rough around
the edges, but in real life I prefer things to be simple.
Perhaps it’s a reaction to my work?

—Abi Umeda

ABI UMEDA debuted as a manga creator with the
one-shot “Yukokugendan” in Weekly Shonen
Champion. Children of the Whales is her eighth
manga work.
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SO ALL THOSE
OTHER DOORS
WERE JUST
A DECOY.

WONDER
WHO
KINDLY
LEFT
THIS KEY
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IS THIS
MIDEN'S
ROOM?

THERE'S
WRITING
ALL OVER
THE WALLS.

LIKE A
CHILD'S
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Thoughts
woven deep
inside the
body of the
Mud whale...

...the sad
record of a
tiny bit of

darkness born
on the Mud

...that
tried to
become

light.

The Mud Maze -The End- 30
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...there
are
people's
thoughts.

drunk on
the glut of
stories in
the room.

YOU OKAY,
CHAKURO?

Because
of my
hyper-

graphia...
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ANOTHER
CROSSROADS?

YEAH,
THERE
AREN'T
ANY HINTS
EITHER.

I THOUGHT
THERE WERE
ONLY TWO
CROSSROADS.

AND
THERE'S
A BOAT-
LOAD OF
DOORS.

THE
DIARY SAYS
IF WE GET
IT WRONG,
WE'LL BE

TRAPPED IN

THE WALLS.

THEN
MAYBE YOUR
DEDUCTION

BACK
THERE WAS
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Shinono
Shuan
Sienna
Sumi
Suou
Taisha
Tobi
Tokusa
Urumi

the color of dawn (shinonome )
dark bloodred

reddish brown

ink black

raspberry red

red ocher

reddish brown like a kite’s feather
scouring rush green

muddy gray
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A NoTE on NaMEs

Those who live on the Mud Whale are named after colors in a
language unknown. Abi Umeda uses Japanese translations of the
names, which we have maintained. Here is a list of the English
equivalents for the curious.

Aijiro
Benihi
Buki
Byakuroku
Chakuro
Ginshu
Hakuji
Jiki
Kicha
Kikujin
Kogare
Kuchiba
Masoh
Miru
Neri
Nezu
Nibi
Ouni
Rasha
Ro
Sami
Shikoku
Shikon

pale blue

scarlet

kerria flower (yamabuki')

malachite mineral pigments, pale green tinged with white
blackish brown (cha = brown, kuro = black)
vermillion

porcelain white

golden

yellowish brown

koji mold, yellowish green

burnt muskwood, dark reddish brown
decayed-leaf brown

cinnabar

seaweed green

silk white

mouse gray

dark gray

safflower red

darkest blue, nearly black

lacquer black

light green (asa = light, midori = green)
purple-tinged black

purple-tinged navy
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WHAT THE

LET'S KEEP WANTED.

SEARCHING

FOR THE
ROOM AND
TRYING TO
SAVE OUNI.

STRANGE

BUT WASN'T
THE GHOST
SHIP JUST A
PHANTOM?

KUCHIBA,
CAN YOU
THINK OF
ANYTHING
ABOUT A
HIDDEN
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RUMORS
ABOUT ME
BEGAN TO

FLY THROUGH

MUST LOATHE
HIS FATHER
THE KING."

IT WAS

ON THE
KING'S

ORDERS.

SHE WAS MOM
THROWN IN DIED |
PRISON FOR WHEN

A CRIME I WAS
SHE DIDN'T ABOUT

COMMIT... THREE.

WHEN THE
KING DIED,
SOMEONE
TOLD THE
PRINCE—
NOW THE
KING—THAT
I COULD

NOT BE
TRUSTED.
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THE
| COMMITTEE
OF ELDERS
IS SAYING NO
ONE BUT I
CAN SEE HIM
NOW, AND
WE NEED TO
BE READY

PLEASE,

EVERY- I HEARD
ONE, THE ELDEST
1S THE SAME

AGE AS THE

MUD WHALE.

CRUCIAL

THE TIME

ELDEST
MAY BE
DYING.

NEZU,
EVERYBODY
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You HE
WERE LIKED

HIS FEMALE
LOVER JESTERS...

TOO, [
WEREN'T
you?

JESTERS
AREN'T
CONSID-
ERED
.50 I v/ REAL
WASN'T f| PEOPLE..
ACKNOWL= \ f
EDGED As
THE KING'S
CHILD.

BECAME THE
ATTENDANT
..AND OF THE
I WAS PRINCE,
SATISFIED... = MY OLDER
I REALLY : ‘ BROTHER...

WAS.

_A

169
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SUOU’s

BEEN USING
THE MAYOR-
MAYOR IN-WAITING'S
TAISHA'S ROOM A
OFFICE HAS HIS OFFICE,
BEEN LEFT
JUST A IT
WAS.

IT
HASN'T
BEEN
TOUCHED
SINCE THE

ADVISERS
HAVEN'T
BEEN ABLE
TO BRING
THEMSELVES
TO CLEAR
IT ouUT
YET.

WHERE /\ﬁ

ARE THE g'gni“
MAYORAL | = —\\1,)2’
HERE. DIARIES? | &, )

A i
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I'M SURE
THAT SCENE
YOU SAW
WAS REAL,
KUCHIBA.

THEN
WE CAN
SAVE
OUNL...

START
OVER
FROM
THAT
ROOM,
IT WILL
ALL BE
CLEAR.

SEEING
THE
GHOST
SHIP

BROUGH
THAT oLD

SHIP WAS BACK
SHOWING TO THE

GHOST MEMORIES

Us THE ELDEST.

T

AT WILL
BE IN
THE
DIARIES
IN THE
MAYOR'S

IF THERE
IS A RECORD
OF THE
MYSTERIOUS
TIME WHEN
MAYOR
TAISHA
DISAP-
PEARED...

IF
MAYOR
TAISHA

WAS
ALIVE,

WE

WOULD

DIARIES?

DAILY LOG.

THE MAYOR
1S REQUIRED
TO KEEP A

50





OEBPS/Image00171.jpg
BUT WITH.

ME HE
WAS ABLE
TO OPEN
uR

LIKE HIs

UNABLE
TO TRUST
PEOPLE.

HE WAS
SOLITARY.

w-
WHAT'S
WRONG?!

...THAT I'M
INNOCENT
AND HOW
I LONG TO
SUPPORT

ALIVE HERE

REALIZES

I'M
SURE HIS
MAJESTY WILL
REMEMBER...
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EVEN

KNOW

WHAT
YOU'RE
SAYING?

...LIVING
OUT YOUR
RETIREMENT
IN A PLACE
LIKE THIS.

SICKNESS,
VIOLENCE,
STARVA-
TION...

-..AND
THE
CRAMPED
QUARTERS—

h

..EVEN A
CAREFREE
JESTER.

WHEN
THE
PRISON
GETS FULL,

THEY
TORTURE
PRISONERS
OR CUT
BACK ON
FOOD TO
MAKE
THEM DIE
FASTER.

PEOPLE
DON'T
LIVE VERY
LONG,
ONCE
THEY'RE
IN HERE.

1S EVER
RELEASED
ONCE
THEY'RE
IMPRISONED.

IT's
JUST A
MATTER
OF TIME
BEFORE
ONE
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THAT’S
ELDEST...

I WANT
YOU TO OPEN BUT His

THE ROOM EYES ARE

AND RECORD CLEAR.
EVERYTHING.
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2
U N\ £
s RN /77 )

SHINES
ON Us,
EVEN
FROM A
SMALL
WINDOW.

164
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| PERHAPS

THOUGHT

IT WAS
FOR A

I
SUSPECTED
THAT THE
COMMITTEE
OF ELDERS
WAS KEEPING
HER
SECLUDED.

FOR A
TIME MANY
YEARS
AGO, NO
ONE SAW
MAYOR
TAISHA IN
PERSON.

THAT’S

RIGHT, WE
CAN START

OVER
FROM
THERE.

IT WILL

BE CLEAR

IF YOU GO

MIDEN'S TO THAT
ROOM. ROOM...

BUT WHY
IS HE
TALKING
ABOUT
THE COM-
MANDER
ALL
OF A
SUDDEN
?

WE CAN
SAVE MIDEN
AND SHUAN.

SHUAN?
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...HAVE

YOU NOT |
NOTICED?,

wal

COMFORTABLE!
WE DON'T
NEED TO

MOVE.

AND LOOK

UP THERE.
...HAVE WITH SUCH
TO SEE A SMALL
ANYTHING WINDOW...
UNPLEASANT,
JUST THE
BEAUTIFUL

SKY.

163
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YOU
CAN'T
MOVE

BOTHER

ANYWAY. SIZE.

AREN'T
You

BECAUSE . SORE?
OF YOUR | \

WORRIED
I MIGHT
BE STUCK
TO THE
WALL.

YOU TAKE

MIND, WILL

WHY
DON'T
YOU ASK
TO BE
MOVED
SOME-
WHERE
SO YOU
CAN LIE
DOWN?

YOU'RE
NOT
STUCK,
BUT
THERE'S
BLOOD
ALONG
YOUR
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A e ¥
Tl oy
= %

&

WE = LET'S
WERE ~ DAMN 1 [ G GET YOU
JUST KUCHIBA, \* 7 BACK

GETTING DONT |5 TO YOUR
TO THE AGITATE ROOM.
HIM LIKE
THAT!

(4

MIDEN’S
ROOM!

An Encounter -The End- 44
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ELDEST
HAS LOST
CONSCIOUSNESS!

TAKEN A
SUDDEN
TURN FOR
THE WORSE,
AND I'M
BRINGING
HIM
MEDICINE.

COMMITTEE | | -
OF ELDERS
INFORMED

WE CAN'T
TALK
TO THE
ELDEST
RIGHT
NOow?

47
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A\

|

\

SHE WAS
FROM A
FOREIGN
COUNTRY,
LIKE
You.

WHO
DO YOU
THINK MY
FATHER

I WANTED
TO BECOME
A JESTER.

MY
MOTHER
WAS A
COURT
JESTER.

I'LL
TELL
YOU MY
SECRET...

WELL,
IT'S
SUPPOSED
TO BE A
SECRET,
BUT SOME
PEOPLE
AT COURT
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HOW ARE \/

YOU GOING
HAVE YOU How i
soMeTiNG  EVER sEEN Coner |
NBONE A ROOM LIKE GOING... 3
A THAT, IN ALL
THE TIME s
ANYTHING WEVE BEEN
Agour? LIVING ON THE

MUD WHALE?

BESIDES,

WHAT'S WITH

e oo ..TO FIND

BEING THE MIDEN'S
KEY TO ROOM,
CORING CHAKURO?

OUNI?

WE
HAVE TO
ASK THE

ELDEST
AGAIN.
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ANOTHER
COUNTRY,
DON'T
you?

EVERYONE

IN YOUR .

COUNTRY 7 ;‘“\
Il

! h

i
i
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NO,
IT'S HELD
TOGETHER

WITH MUD. |-~

NO
WONDER

ARCHIVIST!

You
FOUND A
HIDDEN

NOTE!

YOU'RE THE

A record
of the days
Mayor Taisha
spent in the
mysterious
room.

...the key
we were
looking
for.

VAN
IS s \
o

) ,’ / \
0
»

THERE'S
SOMETHING
STUCK IN

THE SPINE.  |/./)
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THOUGHT
i I was
PREPARED.

I KNOWN
THIS CHILD
WAS IN THE
PALACE...

HAD I
KNOWN HE
WAS BEING
KEPT IN A
PLACE LIKE

THIS...

KNOWN THIS
WAS GOING )

MOTHER
TO HAPPEN... WAS A -

COURT
SHE WAS  JESTER.
FROM A
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IT'S A FEW
DAYS IN
MONTH 11
OF THE
YEAR 77
OF THE
SAND

MAYBE
THOSE
ARE THE
MISSING
DAYS.

IN
MIDEN'S
ROOM, T

GUESS.

THAT
MATCHES
KUCHIBA’S

SIXTEEN
YEARS

...AS IF
NOTHING
HAPPENED.

IT JUsT I$
GOES BACK THERE
TO THE ANY
WEATHER MENTION
AND HER OF THE
DUTIES... ROOM?

WHEN
DID THE
DIARY
RESUME?
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MOMMY/

I wouLD ...I SWORE
BECOME A VENGEANCE.

JESTER LIKE WHEN MY
MY MOTHER, MOTHER WAS
ENTER THE SOLD TO A

ENEMY'S NEIGHBORING
CASTLE AND, SOUNTEY
WITH MY OWN

HAND, KILL THE A JESTER...
MISTRUSTFUL
KING.

...AND
ONLY HER
HAIR WAS
RETURNED
TO US
WHEN SHE
DIED...
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WE
FOUND
I I'M

SURE
THIS IS
IT!

THERE
- WASN'T

IT " - N,E,‘,:F,fz ANYTHING

ENDS 4 ) 2 KUCCHI ABOUT Hik
THE DaY ' AP,

THE

SORRY,

KUCHIBA. HIM THE

MOST
RECENT

61
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ARE YoU
PLANNING
TO READ
MAYOR
TAISHA’S
DIARIES
WITHOUT

PERMISSION? /.-

OKAY, LET'S
LOOK FOR A
REFERENCE
TO MIDEN'S

THEN
YOU
READ
IT,
KUCHIBA.

I CAN'T.
I-IT'S NOT
POSSIBLE.

52
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TWO ARE
STILL
ALIVE?

HOW MANY

YEARS HAS

LEAVE S \ 17 seeN?

THEIR
FOOD AS
OFTEN AS

NOT THESE

DAYS,

AND THEY
SEEM VERY
WEAK.
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MIND,
I'LL LIVE
HERE
WITH
You...
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THERE
MIGHT BE
SOME-
THING IN
THERE SHE
WOULDN'T
WANT
PEOPLE TO

YOU'RE

CIALLY A
CERTAIN
SOME-

i SHE
oe MIGHT
YEAH, SHE w:ﬁyr%N
DEFINITELY ooy I CAN SOME-
WOULDN'T e REALLY THING
WANT THE RELY ON LIKE
PERSON SHE KUCHIBA,
WROTE ABOUT AND HIS
READING THAT. UPTURNED,
GLARING s A
EYES SO
. A (059020 5a%
oun R

NO,
CHAKKI...
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EVEN

NOW...
I WANT
TO LIVE.

another| |

YAP YAP,
I'M A DOG
LIVING IN A
\ DOGHOUSE.

WOOF
WOOF,
YOU'RE MY
MASTER
LIVING IN
p— 4206
YOU'RE IN MISSUS .
THE DOG- MAD, AND
HOUSE FOR SHE SHUT
THE REST

OF YOUR
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THEN NO
ONE CAN

THERE'S
NO WAY
THE

READ
MAYOR 4/
TAISHA'S [/

SACRED
DIARY...!

THOUGHT
HE WOULD
HELP US, BUT
HE’S TURNED
INTO THE
BIGGEST
OBSTACLE.

WHY DID
WE COME

53
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DON'T

NEED TO
SAY ANY-

174
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O OF 0
‘?HENiEST = THINK MAYOR
OF IT 1 IT WAS ! TAISHA

RELEVANT, ONLY A i Il DISAPPEARED
psionl YEAR OR i 15 OR 16

READ : SO INTO e T0 16 g YEARS AGO.
THOSE. i HER TERM. T

HERE'S
YOUR
STACK,
KUCHIBA.

( WHOA, I GAVE
IT's ALL HE'S HIM THE
ABOUT "DoO REALLY NEW ONES,
e GETTING 5O WE
NOT AS I INTO SHOULDN'T
DO" WITH THEM! HEAR FROM
HIM, ISN'T HIM FOR A
I WHILE.

A
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HE
DIED
VERY

QUICKLY. g

-WITH
THE
POISON
IN
HERE.

THIS WAS |/

MY ONLY

\| CHOICE...

HE’S
DONE
NOTHING

!
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HE'S SO
SIMPLE.

N
NN

-..OPEN
SEASON!!

...THEY'LL
BE PUT BACK [7%
THE WAY THEY

WERE.

You

CAN TRUST |
ME TO MANAGE

THE ARCHIVES. £
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WE'RE
REINTERRO-
GATING ANY
PRISONERS
STILL ALIVE
WHO WERE

CHARGED

\ WITH THE
i ASSASSINATION
OF THE LATE

TORTURE
7\ HIM NOwW?

KILLED =
THE ‘
KING. [

b
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f was to be
= expected.

since we
weren't
allowed
to show
emotion on
the Mud
whale...

mainly dealt
with the

duties and
the state of
the citizens
of the Mud
Whale.

weather, her

Mayor
Taisha's

diaries

were
concise

and Vi

matter- )
of-fact.

THERE'S
NO way

SHE e
R WROTE 2
a2l ARE A \ ABour (M /
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