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A Record of the Mud Whale and the Sea of Sand & &

Year 93 of the Sand Exile.

The Mud Whale drifts endlessly through the Sea of Sand, home to about
soo people who know nothing of the outside world.

The Marked are those who can wield thymia, a psychic power fueled by
emotion. They die young, around the age of 30. Those who have no thymia
are called the Unmarked

Chakuro, the Mud Whale archivist, meets Lykos one day on an abandoned
island-ship found floating near theirs. She eventually opens up to the children

on the Mud Whale, but her homeland, the Allied Empire, brutally atracks
them twice before the Mud Whale is able to leave the prison-like currents
that trap it.

‘With the aid of the mysterious Aima, the rudder for the Mud Whale is

discovered. Powered by a song that comes to the Marked in their dreams,

the Mud Whale sails forth into an unknown world. In the midst of this
excitement, Lykos finally reveals one of the secrets of Falaina: this Nous is

not consuming emotions in exchange for thymia—it is devouring the very life
force of the Marked.

“The Mud Whale was our entire world.”
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(Marked, 16 years old) ~ * "J!?L /

A very powerful thymia user. He has the.

power to destroy Nouses and is called .~

the caimonas by the Allicd Empire.) 72/
&

She appears to Chakuro after Neri
disappears. She gave Chakuro the Mud
Whale’s rudder.

(Unmarked, 39 years old)

An adviser to the mayor. He had feclings
for the previous mayor, Taisha.

Lykos Wi,

(Marked, 14 years old) <oy

A girl from the Allied Empire who comes
aboard the Mud Whale. She hasa .
connection with Chakuro and tells him the
sceret of Falaina. :

7

A girl with superhuman poiers who
disappears when Aima appears.

(Marked, 16 years old)

Serves in the Vigilante Corps. She play
important role in the battle against Skyros
and survived the mission.

Chakuro ]

M@
(Marked, 14 years old) ((%3

The young archivist of the Mud Whal
He has hypergraphia, a disorder that
compels him to record cverything. <

Suou
(Unmarked, 17 years old)

The new mayor of the Mud Whale. He is

a very compassionate person who hopes to

find a remedy for the shortened life spans
of the Marked.

N

P& §

(Marked, 25 years old) £ 1@4}\*
Head of the Vigilante Corps. He defeated
Liontari, a powerful apitheia soldicr, ”
during the bartle against the Skyros forces.
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island that

Chakuro

called the

Red
Island...

..the
many
mysteri-
ous
islands
that the
Mud
Whale
encoun-

I'm Abi
Umeda,
the
creator
of this
manga.

In
Chakuro’s
original
archives,
there are

records
of...






OEBPS/Image00182.jpg
OH SALT, SO
PRECIOUS
WE WEREN'T
ALLOWED
SECONDS...

SPRINKLE
PER
PERSON/
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...BEFORE
THE DARK
ARMY
APPEARED.

HAVE NO
INTEREST
IN STAYING
TO SEE A
FAILURE.

PRINCE!
AREN'T YOU
ASHAMED
OF GOING
AROUND
LOOKING

COUNTRY

GHOST? STROYED!

THIS IS ING...
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...YOU CAN

TURN TIME
BACK TO
WHENEVER
YOU LIKE.

I'VE
HEARD
OF THIS

...I JUST
ASSUMED
IT WAS A
MYTH OR
A FABLE...

L.LIKE
FALAINA,
THE
ISLAND
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I like watching nature shows. But drawing animals
is so hard... I want to draw them quickly and make
them cute.

—Abi Umeda

ABI UMEDA debuted as a manga creator with the
one-shot “Yukokugendan” in Weekly Shonen
Champion. Children of the Whales is her eighth
manga work.
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A\ IDIOTIC!

YOU
CAN GO
BACK IN

BUT
WE'VE
BEEN
CLIMBING
ALL THIS
TIME.

OUR
DISTANCE
TO THE
SURFACE
OF THE
SEA ISN'T
CHANGING!
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IT’s
FADING

LIKE THE
NOSTALGIA

HALLUCI-
NATIONS?,






OEBPS/Image00193.jpg
Shinono
Shuan
Sienna
Sumi
Suou
Taisha
Tobi
Tokusa
Urumi

the color of dawn (shinonome )
dark bloodred

reddish brown

ink black

raspberry red

red ocher

reddish brown like a kite’s feather
scouring rush green

muddy gray
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A NoTE on NaMEs

Those who live on the Mud Whale are named after colors in a
language unknown. Abi Umeda uses Japanese translations of the
names, which we have maintained. Here is a list of the English
equivalents for the curious.

Aijiro
Benihi
Buki
Byakuroku
Chakuro
Ginshu
Hakuji
Jiki
Kicha
Kikujin
Kogare
Kuchiba
Masoh
Miru
Neri
Nezu
Nibi
Ouni
Rasha
Ro
Sami
Shikoku
Shikon

pale blue

scarlet

kerria flower (yamabuki')

malachite mineral pigments, pale green tinged with white
blackish brown (cha = brown, kuro = black)
vermillion

porcelain white

golden

yellowish brown

koji mold, yellowish green

burnt muskwood, dark reddish brown
decayed-leaf brown

cinnabar

seaweed green

silk white

mouse gray

dark gray

safflower red

darkest blue, nearly black

lacquer black

light green (asa = light, midori = green)
purple-tinged black

purple-tinged navy
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THA!

...but today
I decided
to start
intentionally
writing things
down.

CAN
WwE
REALLY

DO

ABANDON
THE MUD
WHALE...

77

I have a
disorder
where I
can't stop
writing...






OEBPS/Image00170.jpg
HE'S
PRETTY
STURDY,
DESPITE

APPEAR-

HE
FALLS
A LOT,
SO HE'S

ISN'T THE
SPARKLY
SALT
BEAUTIFUL?

...I WANT
TO BUILD
A NEW
COMMUNITY
FOR THE
PEOPLE OF
THE MUD

HEY, I HAVE

SOMETHING
I WANT TO
ASK YOU.
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YOU'RE
SO
STRONG,
MASOH.

REALLY
BEING...

NOTHING
HAPPENED!






OEBPS/Image00051.jpg
probably
originally

The tower

perspective.
At first it
looked like

defied

a toy...

..but in the
places where
the paint was
peeling, it was

as if all the

colors of
every living
thing on Earth
had been
trapped...

...it was
suddenly close
enough to
make out
the individual
spiderwebs on
its surface.

complex
layer of
glint and
shadow.

..but a few
moments
after it

seemed to

pierce the
moon...
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I want
someone
to read this
record of
the Mud
Whale and
its people...

LI
welcome
any
world
we
find.
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IT'LL BE
A SMALL
COUNTRY
WHERE
ANYONE CAN
BE ANYTHING
THEY WANT.

IT WON'T
MATTER
IF YOU'RE
MARKED OR
UNMARKED...

...TO
BECOME
THE
LEADER
OF THE
COMMUNITY,
OUNLI.
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LOOK,
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STOPPING
TO
GATHER

NEVER
FELT A
SALTY
BREEZE
BEFORE.

WHY
ARE YOU
APOLOGIZING

CAN
You
CLEAR
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upP
WITH
HIM?

HE STILL
SEEMS TO
HAVE THE
WRONG
END OF

THE STICK.
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IT WON'T
MEAN MUCH
I'M FAR
HAPPIER, COURSE IN THE LONG

NOW 4 RUN IF FALAINA
WORRIES EATS ANOTHER

THAT I
ME... 20 OR 30 DAYS
CAN SAVE \ OF THEIR LIVES.

KIKUJIN
WILL BE
FINE.
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I NEVER
THOUGHT
THE DAY
WOuLD

COME WHEN
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SEE THIS

PORTENT OF

¥ DEATH WITH

i MY OWN

EYES...

VIT COMES

FROM THE FAR

ENDS OF THE

EVEN THE EARTH, FROM
FAMOUS = THE SEA OF

SUIDELASIAN WATER WHICH

EXPLORERS 1S THE ORIGIN,
HAVE NEVER | THE OVER THE

ENCOUNTERED SEAFARERS' GREAT WAVES

SUCH A THING... LEGEND. OF NIRVANA.."

THIS SHIP

IS HAVING THE
WHETHER QUITE THE TOWER
BY STREAK. OF

DESIGN
OR BY
LUCK...
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THAT’S
NOT
I

I

DIDN'T WHEN I
I DIDN'T WANT LOST MY
EVER TO FEEL HUSBAND
WANT TO
THIS WAY
FALL IN EVER L
LOVE WITH
A MARKED

AGAIN.

THAT'S
WHY, EVEN
THOUGH I
KNOW HOW
MASOH

UNFAIR.

el

PRETEND
TO BE

OBLIVIOUS.
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WE'RE
ALL
THINKING
THE SAME

I WAS
TAKING
THESE TO

SHINONO.

SEL&%‘QNG ARE YOU
LIQUOR DRUNK?

FOR

LIKE THE
MUD WHALE
HAS BEEN
REBORN.

I WISH I WONDER

COULD SHARE WHICH
WITH MASOH ONE I
HOW HAPPY SHOULD

BRING?

...THAT WE
CAN FINALLY
CHOOSE OUR
FUTURE...
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...I'D LIKE
YOU TO
KEEP HIM
COMPANY
AS MUCH As
POSSIBLE.

DON'T
YOU
KNOwW?!

WHAT'S
THAT
ABOUT
MAYOR

TAISHA? | |
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NOT
DENSE
LIKE
MAYOR
TAISHA.

COURSE
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THAT WAS
QUITE A
SCENE.

HIM
OF ALL
PEOPLE?

.. WHY
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IT's
LIKE A
MIRAGE...

..I SAW A

LONG TIME
AGO, BUT IT
WASN'T THIS

THIS 1S
AMAZING.

I CAN'T
BELIEVE
I LIVED
TO SEE
SOME-
THING

ISIT
TRUE...?
IS THE
ENTIRE
THING

I DON'T
KNOW
MY OWN
STRENGTH.

GOTTEN
SO THIN.
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ON OUR

THE
VIGILANTE
CORPS
TOOK
MOST
OF OUR
WEAPONS

I'M SURE YOU
DON'T WISH Us
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SECRET BEHIND
THE SHORT
LIVES OF THE
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RIGHT,
I DON'T
NEED TO
BE ARMED

AGAINST
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JUST PUT

IT AWAY.
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2 WILL BE
— YOUR
BANNER.

DON'T
YOU WANT
POWER
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MAKE...
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HEART
POUND?






OEBPS/Image00059.jpg
WE NEED
PERMISSION
FROM THE
OF ELDERS
TO GO TO
THE FLOATING
ISLAND.

COMMITTEE

-~ oW

3555

c>wZE

8,8 §3528

TS Eopus

ne AW G X

%2035 [Tharateln
WMEWRN
=g

W, 5
faswOi
MMMMPK
s2¥923
207"






OEBPS/Image00180.jpg
THE WAY
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WIN,

...AND
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I DIDN'T
KNOW HE WAS
THE KIND OF
PERSON WHO'D
THREATEN US
LIKE THAT.

I WILL
UNCOVER
THE
MYSTERY
OF THE
TOWER
THAT
TOUCHES
THE SKY...

THOUGHT,
THIS ISN'T
JUST ANY
BUILDING.

THE
CLOSER
WE GET,
THE MORE
UNNATURAL
B THIS FEELS.

BACK MY
ASTOUNDING
DISCOVERY |
TO
AMONLOGIA!

THRASH-
ING
AROUND!
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WHEN I
HESITATED
TO TELL

TOLD ME
TO PULL
MYSELF

TOGETHER.

/| EVERYONE
| 10 FIGHT... | N

NO,
NOT YOUR
BRUTE
STRENGTH
EITHER.

IN THAT
MOMENT, WE
ALL BECAME
STRONGER.

I WANT YOU
TO BECOME
THE CORNER-
STONE FOR
PEOPLE TO
TRUST IN WHEN
WE GET TO
THIS BIG NEW
WORLD.

JUST
UNTIL
THINGS
SETTLE
DOWN.

OF
COURSE
I DON'T
WANT TO TIE
YOU DOWN
FOREVER...
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THAT YOU'VE
WANTED TO BE
FREE OF THE
CONSTRAINTS
OF THIS ISLAND
FOR A LONG

I KNOW
YOU'VE
LONGED
FOR THE
OUTSIDE
WORLD...

...SUB-
STANTIALLY
MORE GRIT

AND DE-
TERMINA-
TION THAN
THEY HAVE

NOw TO

MAKE IT
IN THE

BUT
THE REST
OF THE
PEOPLE
OF THE
MUD
WHALE
ARE
GOING TO
NEED...

I'M SURE
YOU CAN
MAKE IT IN
THE NEW
WORLD ON
YOUR OWN.

MY
THYMIA
IS
GONE.

I'M SURE
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FROM THE
ARCHIVIST

3 / THYMIA. D
Il k
) s -

I DON'T

/ MEAN THE
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I WANT
YOUR
STRENGTH.
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...and today
encountered
the first
floating island
(?) since
escaping the
current known
as the cage
of Falaina.

The Mud
Whale has
set its course
for the
duchy of
Amonlogia in
the United
Kingdom of
svidelasia...

IT
MUST BE A
SYMBOL OF
PROSPERITY

FROM A
PREHISTORIC
CIVILIZATION...

IT'S THE
FIND OF THE

CENTURY!

THAT
TOUCHES
THE
SKY...
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IT's
REALLY,
REALLY

IT GOES
ALL THE
WAY UP TO
THE SKY.
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IT
APPEARS THAT
EVERYONE ON
EARTH CAN BE
DIVIDED INTO
MARKED AND

UNMARKED.

DON'T BE
SO HIGH-
HANDED AND
PRESUME
TO DECIDE
EVERYTHING,
WHEN YOU
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ANY WAY
BEING
INCONVE-
NIENCED...

AS ONE
BEING
EATEN, I
SAY IT'S
OKAY TO
TAKE A
SIDE TRIP.

OH CRUEL
SHIP, NIBBLING
AWAY AT THIS

SUPREMELY

BEAUTIFUL

YOUNG

MAN'S LIFE,

MORE

PRECIOUS
THAN CORAL

IN THE SEA

OF SAND!

USE THAT
THYMIA
STUFF YET,
THOUGH...
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I'M NOT
STOPPING
THE MUD
WHALE!

WE HAVE
TO GET
TO YOUR
COUNTRY
AS SOON AS
WE CAN.

ELDERS...

You

HEARD

THE

THE
MARKED

ARE LOSING
THEIR LIVES
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ISLAND AS

WE SPEAK...
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