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From the Allied Empire

An apitheia who has excessive emotion Commander of the apitheia forces that
He grew up with Lykos.{ attacked the Mud Whale. Lykos’s
- 2 older brother.

Year 93 of the Sand Exile.

The Mud Whale drif'ts endlessly through the Sea of Sand, home to about
500 people who know nothing of the outside world.

The Marked are those who can wield thymia, a psychic power fueled by
emotion. They die young, around the age of 30. Those who have no thymia
are called the Unmarked.

Chakuro, the Mud Whale archivist, meets Lykos one day on an abandoned

island-ship found floating near theirs. Although she is an emotionless apatheia
soldier from the Allied Empire, she eventually opens up to the children on the
Mud Whale. But a sudden attack by imperial troops tears apart their
peaceful Lives.

The Commitree of Elders, which holds all the real power on the Mud Whale,
decides to sink the island into the sea, but Chakuro and his friends stop them.
During the intervention, they see the Nous Flaina, the nucleus of the Mud
‘Whale. And Neri and Aima, the superpowered twins, might be a clue to help
them understand the Mud Whale’s mysterious past.

The day of the second imperial attack arrives, and Chakuro and Ouni are
selected 1o be on the assault team that is staging a do-or-die atrack on the
enemy battleship Skyros. They set sail during a sandstorm...

“The Mud Whale was our entire world.”
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(Marked, 16 yearsold) (X

5/
A very powerful thymia user and the ladcr
of the Moles, a group of delinquents on

the Mud Whale. \ ‘/ /] connection with Chakuro.

@)
She appears to Chakuro after Neri Caretaker of the tower where the
disappears. She calls herself Neri’s Commmittee of Elders lives. She reveals her
twin, but... mysterious, boundless powers to Chakuro.

Gmshu 0r§

(Maxkedy 3}( y?afs old) %

A girl from the Allied Empire who comts )
aboard the Mud Whale. She hasa

The young archivist of the Mud Whalee s
He has hypergraphia, a disorder that (),
compels him to record everything.

(Unmarked, 17 years old)

‘The new mayor of the Mud Whale.
He is the leader of the opposition to the

Commander i

(Marked, 16 years old) (Marked, 25 years old) s *
Serves in the Vigilante Corps. @’ Head of the Vigilante Corps/” {T‘ 5
As powerful as Ouni.
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A NotEe oN NaMEs

Those who live on the Mud Whale are named after colors in a
language unknown. Abi Umeda uses Japanese translations of the
names, which we have maintained. Here is a list of the English
equivalents for the curious.

Aijiro
Benihi
Buki
Chakuro
Ginshu
Hakuji
Jiki
Kicha
Kuchiba
Masoh
Neri
Nezu
Nibi
Ouni
Rasha
Ro
Sami
Shinono
Sienna
Suou
Taisha
Tobi
Tokusa
Urumi

pale blue

scarlet

kerria flower (yamabuki')
blackish brown (cha = brown, kuro = black)
vermillion

porcelain white

golden

yellowish brown

decayed-leaf brown

cinnabar

silk white

mouse gray

dark gray

saf flower red

darkest blue, nearly black

lacquer black

light green (asa = light, midori = green)
the color of dawn (shinonome)
reddish brown

raspberry red

red ocher

reddish brown like a kite’s feather
scouring rush green

muddy gray
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I feel like the same imaginary town always appears in
my dreams. I often wake up while I’'m leaving signs
and symbols around town to confirm whether it’s a
dream or reality.

—Abi Umeda

ABI UMEDA debuted as a manga creator with the
one-shot “Yukokugendan® in Weekly Shonen
Champion. Children of the Whales is her eighth
manga work.
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KICHA.
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CUT ALL

TIES WITH
. THER
PARENTS

LIVE
ONLY
FOR
THE

PEOPLE.

I'VE BEEN
WAITING

TAISHA... )
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BRING IT
DOWN WITH
LAUGHTER.

THIS TIME,
I HOPE
HAPPINESS

COMES TO
Us FROM

BEYOND THE

EDGE OF THE

SEA OF SAND.

WONDER
WHAT
THAT IS.
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I KNOW
YOU HAVE
FEELINGS

FOR

TAISHA...

1 DO NOT
HAVE FEELINGS!
I UNDERSTAND

THE RULES.

)

BEING

ABusy- [
Lo THE FRAL  SUMI
S PART ONES s
FADE EVEN  FRALL.
OF AN
) 3 FASTER
- ELDER'S A
= JOB.
N - USUAL.

DONT
NEED A

DONT \ WIFE.
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EVERYONE'S
SLOWLY
COMING

EVEN .

IF YOUR z

HEART IS -

WOUNDED, -

YOU CAN =
&

WONDER
WHY
PEOPLE...

LAUGH
AGAIN.

THESE
THINGS
CALLED
'} EMOTIONS.
SO UNSTABLE
AND R
UNRELIABLE.

CLASP YOUR
HANDS SO

YOU'RE
RIGHT.
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THIS ON
YOUR
WEDDING

...BECAUSE
ANYTHING
THE MAYOR
MAKES
BRINGS
GOOD
LUCK.

\

IJUsT
FINISHED L
MAKING o \

IT.. (8"

THE MAYOR
ALWAYS
GIVES OUT
HANDMADE

\  ADORN-
/| MenTs TO
;s ’]CELEBEATE

A SPECIAL
OCCASION

,\//f, "y
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WHY
ARE YOU
ASKING
ABOUT
OUNI?

WHERE
IS THAT
GUY WITH
THE LONG

uI=T
DIDN'T
WANT
TO BE
SEPARATED,
EVEN FOR
A LITTLE
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When that [

happens,

they are

~ allowed

..and are to drink

exempted alcohol...

from

working
on the
island.

...and
eventually
stops
working

altogether.

When the
Marked near
the end of
their lives,
their thymia
deteriorates...

OUNI WAS
ABLE TO USE
THYMIA IN THE
BELLY, WHERE
THAT SHOULDN'T
HAVE BEEN
POSSIBLE.

WELL... ONCE

IT’S GONE,
YOUR A
GONER.

BUT
THERE'S
NO WAY...

I'M

FINE ANYTHING
WITH BUT
THIS THAT...
FOR

RIGHT

NOW.

DON'T
WORRY—
YOU'RE
GOING
TO GET
BETTER.

I'LL
BRING
YOu
sSuou’s
TONIC
EVERY
DAY.

THERE
ARE ALWAYS
EXCEPTIONS
AND
BROKEN
RULES.
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sendllele
TAKE IT
ALL WITH
ME.

IF THIS
ISLAND 1S
CURSED...

COMPARED
TO OTHER
MARKED
YOUR AGE,

YOU'RE
IN MUCH
BETTER

SHAPE.

I'M
SURE
IT WILL
COME

IS IT
TRUE YOU
R e ) CAN'T USE
il ?| THYMIA
ANYMORE?

HAVEN'T
BEEN
FEELING

GREAT FOR
A WHILE.
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-.BUT THE WE'VE

; S ENEMY PLACED
e : \ SHOWS NO GUARDS
ENEMY WANT 1IN\ | | et 4 GUARDS
THE MUD G 1IN \
WHALE AND i \ LOOKING ENTRANCES...
\ FOR THEM.

FALAINA FOR
THEMSELVES?

PLEASE
GIVE
WEAPONS

WE WILL TO THE

WE HAVE y ALL FIGHT ~ UNMARKED
TO BELIEVE 1
e z UNTIL THE AS WELL.
AND THE 3
OTHERS AND

HOLD our
AS LONG AS

S
| THER
| omy
GOAL TO |
EXECUTE
us?
Il
it

e

W

T

LIVES ARE
TRIVIAL... WE

MUST END

THIS FIGHT.

/// \}
), W\
// //vHM\\\
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But that
didn't mean
we had
retumned
to the
previous
peace.

The day it
happened,
I was on
afternoon
watch on
top of the
Central

several
4 days had
/ gone by
since the

The
people of
the Mud
Whale

SKkyros
were
regaining attack.
their
normal
routines.

..and we The

were still combat
taking trmpmg
turns continued ||

watching -

the sea

of sand,

day and

/T HEY'RE
5O
LUCKY.
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Central
Tower, in

front of
the central
square

HAVEN'T
NOTICED?

THERE IF WE CAME
ARE ONLY - UP WITH THE
; ~ X PLAN TO SINK

THE MAIN. / THE SHIP BY

ENTRANCE / DESTROYING

AND AN e THEIR NOUS...

EMERGENCY, S
ONE.

\\\\
W

BOTH
ARE
CAMOU-
= FLAGED

BY A DIRT |
WALL.

-.THEN THEY
MIGHT HAVE
HAD THE
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g HEY, STOP
WITH THE

M%JJE 2 WATERWORKS—
IMPOR- o IT'S LIKE

TANTLY...

...I NEED
YOU TO TAKE
CARE OF THE
MUD WHALE
FROM NOwW
ON.
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NO...

A_- (

57

YOU DON'T
LOOK 5O
GOOD. GO
HAVE A
REST IN
THE FIELD
INFIRMARY.

NO IDEA
IT WOULD
HAPPEN THIS
QUICKLY.

EVERYONE'S
ALMOST AT
THEIR LIMIT.

IT’s
NoOT
JUST

CHAKURO,
you
HAVE TO
SUCCEED...
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HAMMY 15
STILL SO
LITTLE...

SERIOUSLY,
IT'S GOING TO
BE A WHILE
BEFORE WE
CAN EAT HIM.

WHERE?
I CANT
YOU'RE
50
NEAR- |
SIGHTED.

THE
GIRLS USE
THAT POND
OVER
THERE.

COURSE!

OH,
SORRY.
I DIDN'T

KNOW.
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| somewhere
near the |
entrance
of Tower 4

THEY
MUST'VE
BEEN
WAITING
FOR Us
TO GET

LOOKsS
LIKE THE
ENEMY HAS
A BIT OF
BREATHING
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Whale
depended
on collected
rainwater,
50 it was
about time
for a storm.

suou,

Nezu
and the

others

were
bathing
in the

pond.

Rain is the
tears of
the dead
in heaven,

so explicitly

praying for
rain is

prohibited... e

...but there’s
a tradition that
if we all play in

what's left of
the water, the
rivers of heaven

will overflow
and pour down.
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wTVE
BEEN
WAITING
FOR THIS
DAY,

¥ you NEVER
SHOWED YOUR |
 MELANCHOLY...

..IS YOUR
\ | SORROWFUL
N7/ FACE.

YOoU, RIGHT
HERE.

T WILL MAKE
" 'UP FOR NOT
BEING ABLE .
7O PROTECT

...BUT
THE ONLY
THING I CAN
REMEMBER
ABOUT YOU...






OEBPS/Image00180.jpg





OEBPS/Image00058.jpg
HEY,
ISN'T THAT
KUCHIBA?

Y

WHAT'S P o)
||| HE DOING -
| out BY &
\ HIMSELF? L) S

N

-..PLANNING
TO DO?

(

THAT
GEEZER'S
SUPPOSED
TO BE
INSIDE THE
CENTRAL
TOWER
WITH
TEAM
ONE.
HEY,
WHAT DON'T
$) BE AN KUC"b:i!IBA
IDIOT—
YOU'LL
BE A
TARGET.
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m
CAN'T

SEE
WITHOUT
MY
GLASSES

REALLY HAS
BEAUTIFUL

TO THE
BOYS'
SIDE BY
MISTAKE.

WHAT
ARE YOU
DOING,
GINSHU?!
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