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I evemually named White Sand.

It began with a single idea. A group crossing a field of white, featureless sand and inding—to their
shock—a hand peeking out of the sands. Digging daWn they found a person buried in the dune, still
alive.

That little spark of an idea is what started my modern writing career. It careened into the envisioning ﬂf' -
aworld trapped between two stars, one bright and omnipresent, the other tiny and offering a strange
light, filtered through some bizarre astronomical phonomena,l drew it out, grew excited, and started
writing, .

What came out across three years was...well, not very good. Oh, it had ideas, but it’s very hard to escape
your influences as a new writer. The first draft of White Sand was one part Dune, one part The Wheel
of Time. and one part Les Misérables. It had the classic first novel ending—that of no ending at all. I got
far enough along that | figured. “Huh. Well. guess | stop here.”

planet lhat ‘wasn't just a clone of Arrakis or Tatooine? Cauld I make it ita place
ing fauna and flora? Could | make the character arcs tie into the plot of the story?

I was successful, for the most part. The book turned out rather well, hut’ 1'was still unpublis
time. It would be years before I sold a novel, and by then 1 was most excited about doing Mistborn.
Which meant that White Sand languished. Time and time again, I'd mention it to people as my best
unpublished novel—but there never seemed to be a good opportunity to release it.

That's when Dynamite came to me and asked if—peﬁta
make a good original graphic novel.

I can honestly say that working with them on

experiences of my professional life. Rik. the writer

a pure delight to work with—he helped us smooth out the preh lems.
streamline it into a format that worked for a graphic novel. The artist
to life in a way that jumps off the page. Of all my magics,

that lends itself best to this kind of adaptation.

It is gratifying beyond expression to finall
nings ina sketehpad to1 tﬁbmagmﬁeent
toreach you.And itis t

My first novel, in its third incarnation.

Brandon Sanderson
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