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OUT BEFORE WE
ARRNED.
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AND GO. BUY PASSAGE
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RUN FROM
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WHEN WE METZ

YOU THOUGHT YOU'?
LOST YOUR

YEAH, I REALLY

PIPBUT MAYBE 17

OVEREXTENPED ¥
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NOW, YOU/RE THE ONLY
THNG STANDING IN
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BUT THEN YD CAME
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HE WANTS ME
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EVERY TIME I GO
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YOU, T ALMOST
GET KILLEDZ

TRUST ME,
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PREVIOUSLY...

he planet Taldain is tidally locked — one side forever bathed
by the brilliance of the beating sun while the other remains
permanently in darkness.

On dayside, the legendary Sand Masters were once revered for
their mastery of the magically-charged white sand that dominates
the landscape, which they could manipulate to form huge construc-
tions, for personal flight and for breathtaking displays of combat.
However, in their arrogance, the Masters have become remote, and
forces within the Taisha ruling council are moving to oust them from
their once-celebrated role.

Having lost most of their number in a bloody ambush organized
by unknown forces, the remaining Sand Masters now turn to Kenton
as their leader. Half-darksider, Kenton is the son of the previous Lord
Mastrell, but his own powers of sand manipulation are notoriously
paltry compared to those of his contemporaries ... or 5o it seems.

Assigned a bodyguard by the Taisha council, Kenton now has two
weeks to convince its leery councilors of the value of the Sand Masters
to Dayside society. Adding to Kenton's woes, many of his own people
seem to be plotting against him under the more forthright Drile, while
the bodyguard assigned to protect him — Senior Trackt Ais — despises
sand mastery as heretical to her own beliefs. It seems that Kenton's
onlyallyis Aarik, a childhood friend who has just returned after travel-
ing the world.

Meanwhile, Duchess Khrissalla — better known as Khriss — has
traveled from Darkside in search of a mythical group of magicians
whom her late fiancé hoped could bringstability to her own troubled
land. Khrissalla befriended Kenton when, having become lost in
the Kerla sands, her party found him amongst the remnants of the
ambush on the Sand Masters. Kenton helped Khriss reach civilization
but, with his powers depleted, did not reveal who he was.

Now, with all other avenues closed to her, Khriss has come to the
Diem, home of the Sand Masters, to petition them for help — only
to discover Kenton was their leader all along! o
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