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OEBPS/Image00074.jpg
REST ASSURED
THAT WE WOULDN'T OUTSTAY
OUR WELCOME, LOKKALL.
ONCE THE LORD MASTRELL HAS
COMPLETED HIS BUSINESS,
WE SHALL PEPART.

YOU WILL
FIND THAT A
DIFFICULT TASK
WITHOUT A

THIS COUNCIL
HAD..LET'S SAY, "NEED"

SET SAIL FOR KEZARE FIFTEEN
MINUTES AGO. YOU'LL FIND YOUR
POSSESSIONS SITTING
ON THE POCKS.

WHAT A CHILDISH MOVE! =
WE'LL SIMPLY COMMANDEER NOT ANYMORE, DELIUS.
ANOTHER BOAT. ONE BENEFIT BY UNANIMOUS VOTE,
OF MY POSITION 1S THATT /| /| | THE SHIPOWNERS' CIRCLE
CAN TAKE MY PICK, / HEREDY STRIPS YOU
7 T
100 oy 2 LORD ADMIRAL.

YOUR PRUNKENNESS
HAS BEEN AN EMBARRASSMENT
TO THE HELM FOR LONG ENOLGH,
DELIUS, YOUR LIFESTYLE
EXORBITANT.

HOWEVER, IT
/ _ WAS YOUR SUPPORT OF
THIS SAND MASTER, ENEMY
OF THE HELM, THAT WAS
THE FINAL GRAIN OF SAND.
\ CONSIPER YOURSELF
RELEASED
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WE'LL
PAY BACK THE
MONEY WITH THE
WAGES WE EARN
BY WORKING
FOR THE
GUILDS.

TO VOTE FOR
youz

BUT IFI
PON'T, THEN
I WON'T MAKE
ANY MONEY
OFF THE LOAN!
SOITISA
THREAT!

THEN
WE CAN LEAVE
AS SOON AS You
GET THE LORD
GENERAL.

I ACCEPT YOUR

PROPOSITION, LORD
MASTRELL. YOU ARE A
CRUEL BARGAINER. I WILL.
CURSE YOUR NAME IN
FRONT OF THE OTHER

MERCHANTS.

RAAGENTZ
WHY WOULP You

THINK HE WAS
HERE..7 ’I

OF COURSE,
THE INTEREST ON
THAT ADVANCE WILL
MAKE THE GUILD
A HANDSOME
SUM.

“ ..RIGHT 5

I WILL,
Ue 10 THe HOWEVER, PRAY

MOMENT I FOR YOUR SOUL. THE.
VOTE FOR  S4NP LORP 15 KNOWN TO
BE LENIENT WITH THOSE

WHO ARE MERCIFUL

N THEMSELVES. 7
P

5 G

HE DIDN'T
COME WITH
youz?

NO, LORP
MASTRELL.
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A MONTHZ!
IT WOULD BE
MADNESS, DELIUS!
SUCH A MOVE
WouLP CRIPPLE
THE HELM!

WHEN You
STEAL A MAN'S FORTUNE, 4
WHEN YOU GIVE HIM A TITLE
MOCKED AND REVILED BY _ --AND WHEN
THE REST OF THE _ GIVE HIM FIVE YEARS 1
NATION-- TO CONTEMPLATE TOUNBL B SN A
HIPHATREG CHANCE TO GET REVENGE.
REMEMBER THAT
NEXT TIME,

Jend)
You

YOU ARE NOW
LORP APMIRAL, LOKKALL.
ALL YOUR WEALTH IS FORFEIT.
ALL YOUR SHIPS ARE FORFEIT.
YOU CAN PEMAND NOTHING
FROM THE HELM BUT A
HOME ANP SOME

FOOP,

LOKKALL
FOR LORD APMIRAL.

THOSE IN FAVOR,
PLEASE MAKE IT
KNOWN.

NOW, MAY T
NOMINATE LOKKALL
AS THE NEW LORD
ADMIRALZ

ALL OF
youz

THEN IT'S
UNANIMOUS.

ISUGGEST
ACQUIRING A TASTE
FOR WINE IF YOU PON'T
HAVE ONE ALREADY. I

FOUNP IT HELPEP
IMMEASURABLY.

IF ENOUGH
OF YOU VOTE FOR
HIM, TWILL RECON-
SIPER MY (PERHAPS)
HASTY ORDER AND
ENDEAVOR TO NOT
BLOCK KEZARE
AFTER ALL.

YOU CAN'T
DO THIS...
PLEASE.

IAMA >~
LOGS APMIRAL | OUT--BOETING You
NI NEVER GAVE ME. 0O YOU

PERSONALLY HOLD VOTE I UNPERSTANG, LORP
ALL OF YOUR ;Avoog S;”#HE APMIRALZ

WEALTHANP  LORD MASTRELL IN
SHIPS. THE COUNCIL AND T

WILL PROPOSE A NEW

LORD APMIRAL AND
RETURN YOUR

POSSESSIONS

TO You.
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M.,
RELEASED?
NOWZ AFTER

STEWARD, DO
YOU HAVE THE ..AH

DOCUMENTS? RIGHT.

ves, HERE, LORD..
AND THUS You Lo,
AND THE SAND

MASTER ARE

WITHOUT
AMEANS OF
TRANSPORTA-

AISHA! WILL THIS NEVER STOPZ
EVERY TIME I TURN MY BACK, A
NEW ENEMY STANPS REVEALED.

TRACKT AIS, IN
YOUR CAPACITY AS A LEGAL
FUNCTIONARY WOLLD YOU
PLEASE CHECK THESE
OVER FOR ME?

ANNNND..THERE!
NOW THEY'RE
SIGNED AND

LEGAL.

OF COURSE.
I CAN CONFIRM
THAT THEY'RE
IN ORPER.

IN ORPER OF
WHATZ WHAT IS

THESE ARE
DEEDS TO A FLEET OF
SHIPS. TWELVE OF WHICH
ARE, T BELIEVE, POCKED
INLRAEZARE RIGHT (4
2 NOW.

I WAS FORBIPDEN TO OWN
PROPERTY BUT THE CHARTER
SAIP NOTHING ABOUT
MY SERVANTS,

THIS ALL ABOUTZ
MORE OF HIS.
DRUNKENNESS,
NO pouBT!

WHAT IS THIS
NOW, YOU DRUNKEN
OAFZ MORE WINE
REQUESTS? PLEASE!
YOU'RE MERELY
EMBARRASSING
YOURSELF.

EVEN \\/_ SON, PLEASE SEND
IF THEY'RE
MY N OUR WHOLE FLEET NORTH

AND ADVISE THE CAPTAINS TO
MONOPOLIZE ACCESS TO THE
PORT OF KEZARE FOR THE
FORESEEABLE FUTLRE--

A MONTH, SAY.

SON.

OF
COURSE,
FATHER.
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I'M SURPRISED THAT
YOURE STILL HELPING ME,
AFTER THAT DISPLAY,
DELIUS.

1 EMPATHIZE WITH
YOU, LORD MASTRELL.

I KNOW TREACHERY AND T
KNOW WHAT IT'S LIKE TO
FIGHT IMPOSSIBLE
opps.

LORD Ve I WAIVED THE ou pig
SEEMS CALMER. PEBT HE OWED. WHATZ/
WHAT WA " WHAT Pip You SEVEN HUNPRED
TO YOUR PROFESSION SAY TO HIM IN THOUSAND
WAS NOT RIGHT, AND T THERE? LAK.
WILL NOT SUPPORT ITS
DESTRUCTION.

IT'S THE

LIGHT HERE. THE

ANGLE OF THE SUN
MAKES IT LESS BRILLIANT.
ITHINK I COULD LIVE
HERE, KENTON, IF T WAS
EVER TO SETTLE
ON DAYSIPE.

COME ON,
PEOPLE, STOP
GAZING INTO ONE
ANOTHER'S EYES AND LET'S

GET MOVING. KENTON--WE
STILL HAVE A MISSING
TAISHA TO FIND, I

BELIEVE..7

THEN
WE'LL NEED
MY FASTEST

SHIP!

IDIPNT
WANT MONEY
TO0 GET IN
THE WAY.

HEY, I JusT
NOTICED, I CAN
SEE YOLR EYES
FOR THE FIRST.
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WELCOME,
LORD ADMIRAL.

YOUR VISIT IS,
UNEXPECTEP.

1EXIST
TO MAKE YOUR
LIFE EXCITING,

LOKKALL!

THIS IS
LUPICROUS.

LUBRICATION
FOR THE MIND--YOU

SHOULD TRY IT. NOW, Va4
TELL ME--WHERE IS RUN‘§UREL/ E)’au
OUR DEAR FRIEND ¢ P/ENH‘Y THAN

THE LORD.
MERCHANTZ

TRYING
TO LEAVE ME
BEHIND, LORD NO, AIS,

MASTRELLZ You SHOULD
=\ 'HEAR THIS. ‘_]

COME ON.
u !

I'M HERE, LORD
MASTRELL. LET'S TALK--BUT.
PRIVATELY, NO MORE
SHOUTING.
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I'VE FOUNP LORP
VEY. HE'S STAYING WITH A
LOCAL KELZ/* NAMED

IORTZ
HAT'S RICH!

R
1S PAST pUI

LOKKALL
IS HEAP OF THE
SHIPOWNERS' CIRCLE.
HE POES WHAT I
SHouLp!

LET'S PAY HIM
AVISIT--I'M CERTAIN
HE'LL BE HAPPY
TO SEE ME...

SE N
| ] I
BIT OF
AWALK TO GET.
HERE. ANYONE FOR = = ;
——l ADRINK BEFORE WE -
GO INSIPEZ MY §
WINE STEWARD /] NO, LORD =
CAN... DELIUS. PLEASE. |
LET'S JUST GET
THIS OVER
WITH.

IFICAN'T
GET VEY ON WY
SIPE, THEN MAYBE
I CAN GET HIM TO
TELL ME WHO I OWE
THE REST OF THIS
SEVEN HUNPRED
THOUSAND

SSIGHE
WHAT A MERRY
BAND WeE

ARE!
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THUS, EACH QUARTER,
THE LORD MERCHANT SENDS
TWO THOUSANP LAK OF HIS
D\ PERSONAL FORTUNE
TO THE DIEM.

AND NOW THE.

DEBT IS YOURS. BUT
SOMEONE ELSE MUST
KNOW ABOLIT IT..OR IT WOULP'
SIMPLY BE ONE TAISHA'S

7
LADY JUPGE
HEELIS KNOWS. DECAPES
AGO, HER PREPECESSOR
RULED THAT PEBT SHOULD

BE PAIP IN FULL SHOULD

WORP AGAINST THE LORD MASTRELL
~WHICH ANOTHER EVER PEMAND
THE LORP PAYMENT.

MASTRELL = .
RETURNS WITH
INSTRUCTIONS

THAT IT BE
PEPOSITED IN

THE PRIVATE
ACCOUNT,
APDING
TO THE
BLASTED
PEBT.

-
‘ Wellyol YOU CAN CONTINUE

HANE SUCCEEREZ A CENTURY-LONG TRADITION

KENCHRA VOUVE  OF BLACKMAIL AS OTHERS
: HAVE DONE BEFORE YOU. YOU

HAVE MY VOTE, JUST
KEEP THIS DEBT
SILENT.

YES, T WANT TO
BORROW TWO HUNDRED
o % TR s e
PROWENG THAT THE FEMAN NEVER BE SATISFIED IF WE USED
DIEM WOLLD CHANGE. T EXTORTION TO PAY OUR
PON'T WANT YOUR VOTE, OTHER DEBTS.
T WANT YOUR SUPPORT.

NONE.
VOTE AS YOUR

THE TWO ARE NOT cﬁégﬁfgge

THE SAME.

THE DEBT IS
FOOLISHNESS, IT
WAS IMPROPERLY

GAINED--CONSIDER

IT FORGIVEN.

THS IS
PREPOSTEROUS.
YOU MUST WANT
SOMETHING!






OEBPS/Image00071.jpg
IREALIZE IT
NOW. YOL OWE THE
DIEM SEVEN HUNPRED
THOUSAND LAK,
PON'T You,

YOUVE WORKED
THAT OUT, HAVE
Youz

STATUS, NOT JUST AS
LORP MERCHANT BUT AS

yor

uT
COULD YO POSSIBLY
ACCRUE SUCH A
PEBT.Z

SGROANE

PESTROY ME
WITHIT.

I'LL LOSE MY

AKELZI IT'S THE
END OF ME.

50.LONG
TIME AGO, SAY,
ALORD MASTRELL
ALL OF THE FORMER STARTED A PERSONAL
LORD MERCHANT'S ACCOUNT WITH A LORD
PEBTS MERCHANT. ANP SINCE
007 THE DIEM PIDN'T
REALLY NEED
MONEY--

--THE
LORD MERCHANT
WOULPD PLACE ALL
OF THE TRIBUTE
MONEY IN THE
ACCOUNT..Z

HIS NAME WAS
HENNIN. AN IPIOT OF A LORD
MERCHANT WHO ACQUIRED THE.
POSITION UNEARNED AFTER TWO
RELATIVES DIED AND LEFT
HIM TWO SEPARATE
FORTUNES!

HENNIN RULED FOR
A VERY LONG TIME. WHEN THE
NEXT LORP MERCHANT OBTAINED
THE POSITION, HE PISCOVERED
AVAST AMOLNT WAS NOW
OWED TO THE LORP
MASTRELL.

THE
INTEREST
THAT HAD BEEN
ACCRUING WAS
MONUMENTAL AND
SINCE HENNIN
HAD LOST MOST
OF HIS FORTUNE,
THE NEW LORD
MERCHANT
PIPN'T ACQUIRE
ANY OF THE
MAN'S MONEY-~
ONLY HIS
PEBTS.

IN THE
CENTURIES SINCE,
THE INTEREST HAS
CONTINUED TO ACCRUE

UNTIL NO LORD
MERCHANT COULP
EVER PAY IT.

FORTUNATELY,
THE LORD MASTRELL

WAS WILLING TO KEEP THE
ACCOUNT PRIVATE, AS LONG
AS THE LORD MERCHANT
CONTINLED TO PAY
THE TRIBUTE.





OEBPS/Image00085.jpg
KENTON
MADE SOME NEW
ACQUAINTANCES.
THE MURPEROUS KIND.
THEY'VE BEEN PEALT
WITH NOW. WE'LL.

PUMP THEM
OVERBOARP.

I PON'T KNOW, BUT
IT'S NOT GOOP. I NEVER
REALLY UNPERSTOOP WHY HE
LEFT, BUT IT HAD SOMETHING

KENTON,
PO YOU KNOW
WHAT'S WRONG

/ WHATEV WITH AARIKZ J
TH&'{/“\?'E Pgﬁsériése HE'S 50... Tﬁ FPROA Iv[;lg; mxssom S
MEN ARE KERZTIANS, THEY SULLEN. D OF Hi

PESERVE--AND WILL
GET--APROPER

BURIAL IN PEEP
- SAND.

WE PON'T
HAVE TIME FOR
1 YOUR RELIGIOUS
FOOLISHNESS,

N TRACKT.

HE WAS
ALWAYS A GIFTED

FIGHTER, EVEN WHEN
YOU MEAN E WERE CHILDREN.
AR op THIS? T wn- scirzzv

IMPOSSIBLE.

BUT IF HE WERE
A WARRIOR, T WOULP
HAVE SENSED IT. MEN WHO
FIGHT CARRY THEMSELVES
A CERTAIN WAY, SAND
MASTER.

YOU PO SO,

I PO S0, WHOEVER

CREATED THIS CARNAGE

SHOULD PEFINITELY
PO S0.

"APPARENTLY
S0, SANP
MASTER"
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YOU SAVED
ME.

~AARIKZ
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DIPN'T I TELL | WE CAN TOW THE BARGE. THE
YOU THAT WE PON'T HAVE TIME | FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR
FOR THIS NONSENSE, AIS7 THESE MEN WILL BE MY
JUST BURN THE BODIES RESPONSIBILITY.
OR TOSS THEM.

A MAN
WHO IS NOT
BURIED IN PEEP
SAND NEVER FINDS

PARTY TO SUCH
HERESY.

IF you
| WISH TO FIGHT ME,
ABILITY, NO7 L “-~HE SAVED STRANGER, THEN I
MY LIFE WHEN ACCEPT YOUR
IFIRST MET CHALLENGE.
HIM, A FEW )
WEEKS AGO." &4

HE
REFUSED TO
USE A SWORD
THEN, BUT

NOW...

IOW,
HE'S' &lvEN IN.
HE HAS BECOME
WHAT HE WAS
TRYING TO
AVOID.

WILL THE 5AME
rH/Né /-/APPEN
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IVIOMENTSIUATIER®

LADY
KHRISSALLA, T
APOLOGIZE FOR ANY
IMPROPRIETY I HAVE
ENGAGED IN. NO
OFFENSE WAS
INTENDED.

*..I THINK
HE'S GIVEN UP
ON HIMSELF"

HELLO,
KENTON. HOW
90( LONG PO You
THINK IT WILL BE
BEFORE WE
ARRIVE AT
KEZAREZ

HUHZ AARIK, N ALEAPER
YOU PON'T NEED MUST BE PREPARED
BE LIKE THIS. WHAT TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY
HAPPENED HERE FOR HIS ACTIONS, MEN LIVE
WAS A FLUKE. OR DIE DEPENDING ON
HIS ABILITY TO MAKE
PECISIONS,

IS HE PLAYING.

A JOKE ON US?
THIS...FORMALITY. HE'S
ALWAYS BEEN SO
CAREFREE.

THE SON OF
THE TOWER LORD.
HE GREW UP IN A
VERY STRICT HOME,
AND HE REBELLED
AGAINST IT.
BUT NOW.
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THE NEXT DAY,
FIRST'HOUR'..






OEBPS/Image00079.jpg





OEBPS/Image00081.jpg
WHAT'S

WITHOUT H
RECOVERING." SAND, KENTON'S THAT, PEARZ
IN SERIOUS YOU KNOW I PON'T AARIK,
PANGER. WE UNPERSTAND : CAN YOU
5 UNPERSTAND

HAVE TO... DARKSIDER.

SOMEONE '
HAS T IPONT
Hee= .
) = _you
WHATZ/ DUCHESS, BUT T oUR g SHOULD Never
WONT JUST STAND :
8Y AND LET you
BE KILLED.

LET GO OF
ME, DELIUS. IF
IPON'T HELR

WHO WILLZ

HOW PID IT COME
TO THISZ LORD
MASTRELL FOR A
WEEK ANP NOW
IM GOING TO PIE.
IMAFOOL. A
FOOL WHO GAVE
UP HIS POWERS,






OEBPS/Image00080.jpg
SOMETHING'S.
HAPPENING OUT
THERE. THAT BARGE
HAS PULLED TOO
clLosE.

SOMEONE'S
JAMMED THE )
BLASTED L
DOOR! /! / g .
WHERE ARE
AlS AND
BAON?

I CAN'T FIGHT ALL
THESE MEN ON MY
OWN, NOT WITHOUT
MY SAND POWERS.

) =N
Ny s

@«j(
" g y'/ p

HAT'S THE
BOY POINGZ WHY
DOESN'T HE USE

HIS POWERS?

KENTON IS,
OH, WHAT'S YOUR
WORD FOR ITZ
zs»g‘r/h’é?






OEBPS/Image00083.jpg
WHAT IS THISZ AAR
COME TO SAVE MY LIFE.

BUT IT'S A
PIFFERENT
AARIK FROM
THEONE T
KNOW.

THIS MAN--THIS
AARIK--IS A

S
COLP-BLOOPED
PREDATOR...
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F AND WHAT
ABOUT CAPTAN
DERALZ YOU
REALLY DID KILL.
HIM, PIPN'T 1 TOOK NO
Youz PLEASURE IN
KILLING HIM, BUT
HE PLANNED TO SELL
YOU TO THE BORDER
PATROL AND THAT
WOLLD HAVE RUINED
THE EXPEDITION--
YOURS AND

THE LADY JUDGE
CAN ONLY ACCEPT A
UNANIMOUS VOTE. AN
ABSTAINED VOTE BECAUSE
OF TRUANCY WOLLD STILL
DRAW AGAINST YOU.
IT APPEARS THAT
YOUR VOTE HAS BEEN
BOTAGED.

NOT IF
I CANFIND
THE MISSING
TAISHIN ANP

ICAN
UNDERSTAND
Ve, BUT RAAeENT
SEEMED SO

CERTAIN...

THE LORD. VvV
MERCHANT AND THE PEOPLE SAY
LORD GENERAL ARE  THEY FLED THE CITY
MISSING, IT'S ALL  TOGETHER TO AVOIP
OVER TOWN! CASTING VOTES AT
THE COUNCIL IN
FOUR DAYS.

I SHOULDNT
HAVE TAKEN HIS
PISTOLS, T
NEVER THOUGHT
YOU WoULD 50 WHAT
NOTICE. NEXTZ DO WE

STAY HERE OR
RETLURN TO ELIS
DUCHE:

I WOULDN'T W, DROP
HAVE. IF YOU WHATEVER IT IS
HADN'T TAUGHT YOU'RE POING,
MEe TO PO KENTON!

I THINK
THEY CAN,
RY'KENSHA,

IPONT
LUNPERSTAND WHAT
ANYONE JUST SAIL,

KENTON!

..IF L CAN
FIND HIM THEN
MAYEE...

THE TAISHA
VOTE HAS BEEN
SABOTAGED. AND.
WE LOST CAUSES
SHOULD STICK
TOGETHER,

KHRISS, WILL
YOU ACCOMPANY
MEZ I THINK T'LL

NEED SOME

DIPLOMATIC

BACKLUP.

<SIGHE
YOU REALLY 2O
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THAT'S
WONPERFLUL...
ISNT ITZ

HE'S THE
LORP BEGGAR,
KENTON. HE TOOK A

PISTOL SHOT TO THE
FACE TWO YEARS
AGO, COMPLETELY
PESTROYING HIS
FEATURES.

HE SAID HE.
PIPN'T WANT TO
COME BACK WITH
ME, SAIP HIS
LIFE THERE IS
OVER.

AND HE SAID
SAND MASTERY
COULD NEVER WORK
ON PARKSIDE, BECAUSE
THE SAND ONLY
RECHARGES IN
THE SUN.

KENTON, HAVE I BEEN
SO OBSESSED THAT I'VE
BEEN BLINPED TO
REALITYZ

YOUR GOALS
WERE NOBLE, KHRISSALLA.

BUT THE LAWS OF SAND
MASTERY HAVE CONTRIVED
TO MAKE THEM

YOU CAN'T
HAVE SAND
MASTERS

UNATTAINABLE.

(X |

MY LADY,
ARE YOU ALL
RIGHTZ BAON
SAIP YOU'D
RETURNED BUT
THAT SACRON

. TRUST ME,
IM SOMETHING
OF AN EXPERT AT
IPENTIFYING

THOSE.

I WAS NEVER ‘
GONE. DESPITE WHAT
OTHERS MIGHT HAVE
ASSUMED. THE DYNASTY SENT
ME TO INVESTIGATE SAND
MASTERY, AND ELIS SENT
ME TO PROTECT THE
DUCHESS.
HE WAS AN
ASSASSIN. ONE OF
SKATHAN'S PERSONAL
ELITE. HE WAS SENT
TO FIND ANP
ELIMINATE PRINCE
GEVALPEN.

YOU ARE
STRIPING
ATOP A VERY
THIN WALL,
MY FRIEND.
LOYALTY IS A
PIFFICULT
THING TO
DVIDE.

THIS IS
GOING TO TAKE
SOME EXPLAINING.
NICE TO SEE YOURE
BACK, BY THE
WAY, BAON.
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WELL, =
12 7S
5 ?rg‘*‘s'rf‘%* 5‘5;‘“& % LorD MASTRELL,
PeCPLENOT 1D 8E A THERE'S NO NEEP
S2eD Ol Z 7 FOR THIS..

MASTERY!

THEN TELL
ME WHERE VEY
15, LORD FARMER, OR

BUT LORD
VEY MADE ME
PROMISE NOT TO
TELL, PLEASE DON'T
MAKE ME TELL. T
DON'T WANT TO
BE PART OF
THIS.

VEY WILL.
BE VERY ANGRY IF
ITELL. IMHIS. HIS
FRIEND. CAN'T YOU ASK
SOMEONE ELSEZ
OH, PLEASE DON'T
KILL ME!

o

SAND LORD

PROTECT
ME

THIS ISN'T RIGHT, ME RESORTING TO
THREATS LIKE THIS. THE LORD FARMER
AND HIS FELLOW KERZTIANS FEAR THE

SAND, PESPITE ITS BEAUTY.

THIS IS EXACTLY THE SORT OF THING
THAT MADE EVERYONE DESPISE THE
SAND MASTERS IN THE FIRST PLACE.

IWON'T
FORCE
You.

IWILL ASK,
HOWEVER, FOR THE GOOD.
OF LOSSAND, LORD FARMER,
PLEASE TELL ME WHERE
VEY IS, SO THAT I CAN
TALK TO HIM.

SHALL HAVE TO
FIND ANOTHER WAY.
I'M SORRY FOR
THE MESS.
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IT's
IMPOSSIBLE!
LORD VEY
colLp Be
ANYWHERE.

AND YET YOURE TELLING
ME NONE OF THEM ARE
TRAVELING TO LRAEZARE,
ONE OF THE LARGEST
PORTS SOUTH OF
KEZAREZ

MY SOURCES
SAY HE'S HIPING IN
LRAEZA,

WHAT pIP.
You..Z HOW PP
You.. 7!

IAMA
MASTER POLITICIAN,
KENTON. 50, WHERE IS
THIS LRAEZARE AND
HOW PO WE GET
THEREZ

YOU CAN'T
HAVE A BOAT.
THERE AREN'T
ANY PLACES
AVAILABLE.

NO, M
TELLING YOU--AS
THE DOCKMASTER

HERE--THAT THERE

ARE NO PLACES
FOR YOL), LORD
MASTRELL.

TS A
THREE-DAY
ROUNP TRIP

WHICH MEANS
ITLL BE

WHATZ!
DOZENS OF
SHIPS LEAVE
THIS POCK

EVERY DAY.

JUST LIKE THERE
WERE NO PLACES WHEN MY
UNCLE LORD VEY TOLP
ME YOU WERE NOT TO
FOLLOW HIM, GOT

NOW?
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PON'T CALL
ME THAT! DO YoU
WANT THE ENTIRE

DYNASTY TO COME

SEARCHING

ME OUT?Z

IPONT
ANSWER TO YOU,
GEVIN. AS SOON AS T
RETURN TO ELIS, I SHOULP

TELL YOUR PARENTS
PRECISELY WHERE YOU

ARE AND WHAT YOU

ARE DOING.

YOU ARE
A FOOL, WOMAN.
YOU REALLY WANT

ME DEAD, PON'T
youz

YOU THINK
I WOLLDON'T KILL
You TO PROTECT
MY OWN LIFEZ
WHAT 1S
IT YOU WANT,
KHRISSZ

I NEEP TO
KNOW WHERE THE
LORP MERCHANT IS
HIPING. THE LORD FARMER
KNOWS, AND YOL KNOW
THE LORD FARMER. BRING
ME THIS INFORMATION IN
THE NEXT HOUR, GEVIN,
AND I'LL PROMISE
MY SILENCE.

IN AN
HOUR?Z! YoU
CAN'T BE
SERIOUS!

I GUESS
I PON'T HAVE
ANYONE HOLPING
ME BACK ANY-
MORE.

NOW GET
MOVING! ONE
HOUR!

WHAT WE ONCE
HAPD IS OVER, GEVIN. CALL IT
YOUTHFUL EXUBERANCE. BUT PO
THIS FOR ME, ANP WE CAN FORGET
ANY OBLIGATIONS--NOW OR
IN THE FUTURE.

HMM. YOU'VE
GROWN, KHRISSALLA.
YOU'RE SO MUCH MORE
INVOLVED WITH POLITICS
NOW THAT YOU'VE LEFT
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DO YOU KNOW,
THIS IS THE FIRST
TIME I'VE FELT SAFE
FROM ASSASSING
SINCE MY FATHER
WAS KILLEDZ

SOIVIE THWIE LATER,

EVEN THE
PEOPLE YOU MOST
TRUST CAN BETRAY
YOU, KENTON.

7 YES,
THEY CAN. IM
sokgv ABOUT

WE.WELL,
WE REACHED
AN UNPER-

STANDING.

WHILE WE'RE
SAFE, I WANT TO TRY
OVERMASTERING. T'LL
INTENTIONALLY HOLP ONTO
SAND LONGER THAN T
SHOULD AND DRAIN THE
WATER FROM MY
BopY.
ISN'T THAT
PANGEROUSZ

S
A COINCIPENTAL
CORRELATIONZ WHAT IF
OVERMASTERY AND YOUR
GAINING POWERS HAPPENED
AT THE SAME TIME BUT
\ | ARE COMPLETELY
UNRELATED.

I DON'T KNOW.
BUT I HAVE TO TAKE

THE CHANCE, KHRISS. T
CAN'T PEFEAT DRILE WITH
ONLY THREE RIBBONS--HE
CONTROLS TWENTY-FIVE.
HE'LL SLAUGHTER

ME!

PROBABLY.
WHEN YOU FOUND
ME NEARLY PEAD IN THE
KERLA, BACK WHEN WE
FIRST MET, T WAS SICK
PRIMARILY BECAUSE
I HAD OVER-
MASTERED.

BUT, BEFORE

THAT I COULD
ONLY CONTROL ONE
RIBBON. AFTER I'D

RECOVERED--SEE--

ICONTROL
THI

-
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--LORD
MASTRELL!

DOCKMASTER
NAIMEER HERE CAN
ARRANGE A SHIP AND CREW..
SAY THAT ONE AT PIER
THREE. WARN THE CAPTAIN
WE'LL BE LEAVING IN
AN HOLR.

WOLLP YOU JOIN
ME, LORD MASTRELLZ
IT WOULD BE A
PELIGHTFUL
TRIP.

LORPD
ADMIRAL,
WHAT BRINGS
YOU HEREZ

YES I
WOULD LOVE TO
JOIN YOU. LRAEZARE
1S..EXACTLY WHERE
WE NEEPED
TO GO.

IM GOING ON
A TRIP! TO THE SOUTH.,
1 FEEL THE SUPDEN URGE
TO VISIT THE SHIPOWNERS'
CIRCLE, HEAPQUARTERED
IN LRAEZARE OF
ALL PLACES!

THE
CIRCLE WILL
COMPENSATE
FOR ANY LOSSES,
NOW JUMP

TOIT.

WELL, THAT
1S AREMARKABLE
COINCIPENCE,
LORD MASTRELL!

REMARKABLE INPEED.
JUST WHAT IS YOUR GAME
HERE, LORD DELIUSZ

YOU LOOK
WORRIED, LORP
MASTRELL. YOU'P
FIND EVERYTHING
LOOKS BETTER WITH
A DRINK--MY WINE
STEWARD CAN
POUR YOU--

IMUST
REFUSE, LORD
ADMIRAL. SAND
MASTERY AND
ALCOHOL PO
NOT MIX.

WHAT A
TERRIBLE
SHAME.

IS DELIUS REALLY PRUNK OR IS IT
AN ACTZ HE'S DEFINITELY DRINKING
THAT WINE. 50 WHAT IS IT THENZ
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I THOUGHT

YOU WERE PEAD, GEVIN.
I MOURNEP FOR YOU. ANP
YOU LET ME. YOU GAVE ME

YOUR PISTOL ANP YOUR

RING*, AND YOU LET
ME WEEP FOR
You.

"..ANP SO I SUPPOSE 1
NO LONGER NEEP TO
LEAVE TOWN AFTER ALL."

IT'S JuST

~WAS
NOTHING MORE
THAN A CONTRIVANCE
OF TRAPITION. BUT..I
STILL COULP HAVE
LOVED You.

PERHAPS THEN,
BUT NOT NOW. YOU'VE
OUTGROWN ME, MY
DUCHESS.

WHY PIP YOU
MAKE ME THINK
YOU WERE BEING
EMPLOYED BY
THE DYNASTY,
BAON?

IWAS. WY
MISSION WAS
DIFFERENT FROM
ACRON'S. T WAS SENT
TO PETERMINE
WHETHER THE SAND
MASTERS WERE A
THREAT TO THE
DYNASTY.

THEY'RE
NOT, YOUR
PRINCE REALIZED
THAT ANP SO
PPI.

MY MISSION HERE
HAB NG REASON 10 ( BUT You
SAVEP

PISGUISE IT. (=
‘ ME.
IWAS
ALSO HIRED TO

PROTECT You. T
TAKE ALL OF MY DUTIES
SERIOUSLY, EVEN IF T
ENTERED THEM
UNPER FALSE
PRETENCES.

WELL, WITH
ACRON INPISPOSED,
IT SEEMS I AM IN NEED
OF YOUR SERVICES
AGAIN. WOULP You
CONSIPER ITZ

7 IWwouLp
BE HONORED,
DUCHESS.

YOU HAVE STRENGTH,
DUCHESS KHRISSALLA.
NEVER HOLP
BACK--FOR YOU'RE
PESTINED TO SHINE.
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AND WHAT
PIP You po 1O
RECEIVE SUCH A
PUBIOUS HONCR,
IF I MAY
ASK?

"I WAS YOUNG ANP VERY SUCCESSFUL. ALL I NEEPED
WAS ONE LAST PEAL--TWENTY-THOUSAND MORE LAK
AND I COULD HAVE BECOME LORDP MERCHANT.

I WAS TOO
SUCCESSFLUL. IN
THE EYES OF ONE'S
PEERS, SUCCESS
IS ONE OF THE
WORST SINS.

IWASN'T
ALWAYS A MEMBER
OF THE HELM. BEFORE
YOU WERE BORN, T
WAS A MEMBER OF
THE GUILP.

"A FRIEND
SUGGESTED WE
FINANCE A NEW
LAKSTONE
MINE N THE
SOUTHEAST. T
PUT MY ENTIRE
FORTUNE INTO
THE ENPEAVOR."

IT WAS
TAKEN FROM ME.

I SPENT MY FORTUNE
OUTFITTING THOSE MINES,
BUT AFTER FIVE YEARS T

WAS BROKE, MY FUNPS
PRAINED AND I WAS
FORCED TO SELL THE

"ONE WEEK LATER, MY FRIEND--THE
ONE WHO HAD TOLP ME ABOUT THE
MINE AND ULTIMATELY PURCHASEPD IT
FROM ME--HIT A SEAM OF LAKSTONE.

"IT MAPE HIM, AND HE
BECAME LORP MERCHANT
INSTEAD OF ME."
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SOMETIME LATER,

I CAN BARELY STANP THIS. I CAN'T
FEEL THE SAND ANYMORE, AND THAT'S
LIKE HAVING BOTH ARMS CUT OFF.

YoU LOOK
THOUGHTFUL, LORD
MASTRELL--

IT MUST BE

DIFFICULT, LIVING WITH

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF

AN ENTIRE PROFESSION
AS You po.

--HAVE A
PRINK.

INPEED
IT IS, LORD
APMIRAL.

ONCE
AGAN, I HAVE
TO DECLINE,
MY LORD.

FORTUNATELY

NOT SOMETHING

I HAVE TO PEAL
WITH.

1.REALIZE
THAT, LORD ADMIRAL.
1 HAVE DONE ALITTLE
STUPYING ABOUT YOUR
PROFESSION.

ANP FOUND.
IT RIPICULOUS, T
ASSUME.

SOMEWHAT,
YES. HONESTLY, I HAVE
TROUBLE UNPERSTAND-
ING THE HELM'S
CHARTE}

WHAT IS THE
POINT BEHIND TAKING
AWAY A TAISHA'S--WHICH
1S TO SAY, YOUR=~
POSSESSIONS?

ITIS APOLITICAL
TOOL, LORD MASTRELL,
AND NOTHING ELSE. IN THE
EYES OF THE LAW, EVERYTHING

THE HELM OWNS BELONGS
TO ME, WHICH IS WHY T
CAN COMMANDEER
ANY SHIP.

HOWEVER,

IN REALITY, THE TAISHA
IS THE MEANS BY WHICH
THE SHIPOWNERS' CIRCLE

KEEPS POWER OVER
ITS MEMBERS.

THEFT BY
BESTOWAL OF

A GRAND HONOR--
GO AGAINST THE WILL
OF THE CIRCLE, AND
YOU CAN LOSE
EVERYTHING.
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RESPONSIBILITY
KILLS. IT SUCKS THE
SOUL OUT OF A MAN

AND LEAVES HIM A
POOR IMITATION OF
WHAT HE COULP
HAVE BEEN.

SOMEONE
HAS TO TAKE THE
RESPONSIBILITY.

KENTON'S NOT
GOOP COMPANY JUST
NOW, DUCHESS. HE
SHOULD NEVER HAVE A
GOTTEN HIMSELF
INTO THIS.

I JUST THANK
THE SANDS IT ISN'T
ME. KENTON SHOULD HAVE
BEEN SO SMART. HE COULD
HAVE LEFT IT ALL BEHIND.
THEN HE WOULDN'T BE
IN THIS POSITION.

LEADERSHIP
IS MORE THAN TITLES
AND GIVING ORPERS,
AARIK.

NOTHING
1S WORTH THE
EXPECTATIONS,
THE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR OTHER MEN'S
PEATHS, TO KILL.
S0 THAT OTHERS
PO NOT HAVE TO.
NOTHING.

IT PESTROYS
A MAN UNTIL HE ESCAPES.
1PIP. MAYBE KENTON
WILL, TOO.
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THIS WORLD HAS
GIVEN ME LITTLE TO BELIEVE
IN, LORP MASTRELL, THOSE T
THOUGHT WERE MY FRIENDS
BETRAYED ME.

AND.
THEY TOOK
e

THE PROFESSION

ST 1 ASSUMED WOLLD PROTECT

COMMITTED

THE SAME SIN ME INSTEAD RIPPED MY LIFE AWAY
pw‘ggﬁn_ri IN RETURN FOR THIS FOOLISH
SIN OF MOCKERY. A LESSON FOR
SUCCESS. YOU, PERHAPSZ

IM...
SORRY. NO
WONPER
You...

& % D
&,
QUIT THE /i1
GUILP IN PISGUST, \Jf
WENT TO THE HELM N
TO REBUILD MY
CAREER AND MY
FORTUNE.
WITHIN
ADPECAPE T i~

HAD A FLEET OF \W/i#
MERCANTILE SHiPS W7
TO RIVAL ANY ON \R
DAYSIDE, UNFORTU-
NATELY, IN POING
SOTIPAD LITTLE
ATTENTION TO THE
SHIPOWNERS'
CIRCLE.

BECAME

ASOTZ THERE

1S LITTLE LEFT FOR
ME. DO YOU KNOW

HOW MUCH A
BOTTLE OF WINE
cosTs? WITH THE
GROWING OF

GRAPES IN THE SOUTH, THE
FERMENTATION, THE BOTTLING
AND THE SUBSEQUENT

No, Ve TRANSPORTATION--SAY,
NEVER GIVEN IT 2
ANY THOUGHT. A THOUSAND LAK

ABOTTLE

THE CHARTER
ONLY GIVES ME
THREE THINGS--A
SHIP WHEN I NEED
IT, A HOUSE TO LIVE
IN, AN WHATEVER
I WANT TO EAT
AND DRINK,

1 HAD.
HUNPREDS OF
THOUSANDS OF LAK
WORTH OF SHIPS AND
THEY TOOK IT ALL
FROM ME, KENTON. IM
GOING TO MAKE THEM
REGRET THAT
PECISION--

-~T INTEND
TO MAKE THEM PAY
FOR EVERY LAST CON.
A SHAME YOU CAN'T
JOIN ME.

SO HIS PRUNKENNESS ISN'T
TO WIPE AWAY HIS SORROWS
AS T'P MISTAKENLY THOUGHT.

IT'S FOR REVENGE.
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BUTI
SUPPOSE THAT
WAS THE POINT.

JUST HOPE I GET
SOMETHING BACK
BEFORE THE
FIGHT WITH
DRILE.






OEBPS/Image00066.jpg
UNGH. EVERYTHING ACHES.

STILL BETTER THAN
LAST TIME--WHEN
KHRISS RESCUED ME IN
THE PESERT I SPENT A
WEEK PELIRIOUS FROM
OVERMASTERY.

S0, I HAVE TO KEEP
TELLING MYSELF
THAT THIS IS AN

IMPROVEMENT,

HOWEVER IT FEELS, B4

THEN..WHAT
IF THE LEADER OF THE

ASSASSING HASN'T BEEN
STUDYING THE WRIT
ALL OF HIS LIFE.

HE WOULDN'T
BE A VERY GOOD
KERZTIAN, WOULD

HEZ

.. BUT A
CLRSORY READ
MIGHT LEAZ ONE
TO THINK THEY MEANT
YASSASSING HAVE TO
WAIT AT LEAST ONE
DAY". THE MISREAD
1S UNFORTLUNATE.

HEAR THAT THE AKKAR IS
LETTING LOSSANPIN PEOPLE
INTO THE PRIEST'S
DAIKEEN?

WHAT IF THE
LEADER OF THE
ASSASSING IS MY

COLLEAGUE--
DRILEZ

WE KNOW
HE WORKED WITH
THE AKAR TO KILL
THE MASTRELLS,
MAYBE HE'S BEEN
GIVEN THE DUTY OF
FINISHING WHAT
HE BEGAN.

TIMES ARE
DIFFERENT, AIS. THE
AKAR IS DOING OPD
THINGS NEVER SEEN

IN KERZTIAN
TRADITION.

MASTER? I pOUBT
THAT, RY'KENSHA. THE
CALL TO PESTROY AN
ENEMY OF THE SAND

LORD 1S AHOLY
CALLING.

MAYBE TO
DESTROY THE
DIEM HE MAPE A
DEAL WITH WHAT
HE SAW AS A
LESSER
EVIL.

AlS, I'VE BEEN <
THINKING--YOU SAIP THE
LEADER OF THE ASSASSING,
THE ONE THE AKAR APPOINTED,
HAD MISINTERPRETEL
THE KERZTIAN
WRIT, RIGHTZ

MUST

HAVE. THE WORDS

SAY "ASSASSING

MAY ATTACK ON
RY OPD

YES,
WHAT
ARE YOU
SUGGEST-
ING7

SAY SO,
RY'KENSHA.
IF YOU SAY
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WE WON'T
BE HERE LONG--1
HAVE TO MAKE CERTAIN
THAT THE LORD
MASTRELL HERE GETS
BACK IN TIME FOR THE
NEXT COUNCIL
MEETING.

YOUVE
HEARD OF
THAT, HAVEN'T
youz

OF COURSE

HE HAS. I'M

THE TALK OF
KEZARE!

KENTON, SURPRISINGLY
e Ak GOOP. NO

YOU'RE AWAKE!
HOW ARE YOU
FEELING?

SAND YET
THOUGH.

1SEE
YOU'VE ALREADY
BEEN TO TOWN
WITHOUT ME.

LORD ADMIRAL,

WE WEREN'T AWARE
THAT YOU WERE COMING
TOVISIT LRAEZARE, T'LL
INFORM THE SHIPOWNERS"
CIRCLE OF YOUR
ARRIVAL.

YOU KNOW ME,

I LIKE TO SCOPE OUT
MY SURROUNPINGS FOR
THE BEST PLACES
TO EAT.
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IFIPONT
FIND SOME WAY TO

WILL BE DRYING IN
THE SUN BEFORE
THE WEEK IS
OVER.

TAUGHT THAT EVEN
IF YOU PO SURVIVE
OVERMASTERY
YOU LOSE YOUR
POWERS--THE
WAY ELORIN
174

KENTON,

I DON'T KNOW IF
I CAN WATCH THIS.
IT'S BEEN FIFTEEN

MINUTES. YOU'RE

PRYING OUT. YOU

LOOK ILL.
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MY
LADY! WHAT
IS WRONG

KENTONZ
WHAT'S
HAPPENED
TO HMZ!

KENTON,
LISTEN TO ME
OON'TOON'T 7O
THIS, YOU'RE NEEDED.
THE DIEM NEEDS YOU.
AARIK NEEDS YOU
1.1 NEED YOU,

PLeAse

I'M SORRY
FOR FRIGHTENING
YOU..BUT.WOULD
YOU KINPLY STOP
SHOUTING,
DUCHESS?

2
vad

THAT WAS THE
MOST IZIOTIE | Y
THING I HAVE
EVER SEEN
ANYONE
po.

IBELIEVE
YOU. I THINK...
YOU MAY BE
RIGHT.
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BRANDON SANDERSON
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ANPD HERE'S
THE VERY MAN
IM LOOKING
FOR.

WAITER-~

IF THIS IS

YOUR USUAL SERVICE,
PAL, I'M SORRY TO HAVE TO
SAY I MIGHT THINK TWICE
ABOUT RECOMMENPING
THIS VENUE TO MY
FRIENDS!

~--WOULP YOU BE
ABLE TO SEE YOUR WAY
TO BRINGING ME MORE
ZAIDON STRIPSZ
THESE ARE...
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IT'S RATHER...
LOUPER THAN T
EXPECTED,
HOWEVER

IT'S OKAY,
PROFESSOR
ACRON. YOU DIP

THEY
SHOULDN'T HAVE. AT
LEAST NOT BY REGULAR
INTERPRETATION OF

~ THE KERKOR.

ACCORPING
TO THE KERKOR, THE.
ASSASSINS CAN ATTACK
ON OPP NUMBEREL
PAYS BY THE KERZTIAN
CALENDAR. IF THEY'VE
SKIPPED A DAY,
THEY SHOULD WAIT
ANOTHER DAY,

P WeLL, THeY
oBVIOUSLY
DIDNT.

ICAN'T
BELIEVE ANYONE
WOLLD IGNORE
THE STIPULATIONS
INTENTIONALLY. WHOEVER
THE AKAR'S ASSIGNED
TO PERFORM THIS
ASSASSINATION MUST
NOT HAVE READ
THE KERKOR
CLOSELY.

THAT'S
HARDLY
REASSURING,
AlS,

GOOP HER

o
THIS--PUT HER
IN PANGER.

BUT
YOU TOLD ME
THEY WOULPN'T
ATTACK

GO ON WITHOUT
ME, RY'KENSHA, AND
PERHAPS I CAN PISCOVER
SOME CLUE AS TO WHO IS

ORGANIZING THESE il
OR PERHAPS T
ATTACKS: CAN UNPERSTAND THE
WEAPON THE DARKSIPER
2 " N USEP ON YOU,
\ = A ASSASSIN--
--AND WHETHER
IT MIGHT HAVE
| THE POWER TO

EXTINGUISH
SAND MASTERY
FOR GOOP.
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WHAT
OING WITH

T 10
SO

JONZ
ARE YOU
THATZ I GAVE I

PROFESSOR

CYNPER.
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DRILEZ

WELL,
HE CERTAINLY.
RECOVEREP
QUICKLY. HE'S GOING.
TOKILL ME IN THE
PIT, ISN'T HEZ AND'
THEN, ALL OF THIS WILL
HAVE BEEN FOR
NOTHING.

PLEASE "y NOT FOR /
EXCUSE ME, NOTHING, KENTON.
I M-MUST GO, AS s AT LEAST YOU'LL
WELL. THE DUCHESS B BE ABLE TO SAY
IS RELYING ON p YOU TRIE! SURE,
ME TO PR-PR- . e AARIK, BUT
PROTECT WHO WoULD
HER. ITELL..

I DON'T THINK
SO. I THINK IT'S.
SIMPLY THAT KHRISS
INSTILLS LOYALTY IN HER
A PEOPLE. SOMETHING
I COULD BENEFIT
FROM.

N

*..ONCE EVERYONE'S
l [EARD IM DEADZ"

WHAT
DO YoU WISH
OF ME,
WOMANZ

THE LORD
NILTO ASKS WHAT
YoU PESIRE,
DUCHESS.

N'TEESE,

COULP You TELL
LORP NILTO THAT A...

FRIEND OF MINE
HAS DISAPPEARED,
A»%%I;l\ﬁCULF‘ Like A B ~
A LARGE 3 P HIM, IF 5 i
DARKSIPER, WHO = POSSIBLE. 2 \ -
WEARS HIS HAIR
IN A PONYTAIL.

THIS MAN'S

IMPORTANT TO

YOu, KHRISSZ
A LOVER?

NO, LIKE
ISAIP: A
FRIEND.
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WHEN I WAS YOUNG, T THOUGHT
THE LORD MASTRELL WAS JUST AN
ARROGANT TYRANT WHO PLAYED
WITH THE EMOTIONS OF OTHERS.

NOW, I'M BEGINNING TO
REALIZE WHAT A HORRIBLE
THING RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE.

LIFE WAS 50 MUCH
EASIER WHEN I HAD
NO RESPONSIBILITIES,
I HAD BEEN SO
CERTAIN OF WHAT
WAS RIGHT ANP WHAT
WAS WRONG.

NOW, IM LEFT
CONTEMPLATING WHETHER
TO BLACKMAIL THE LORD

MERCHANT. HOW DOES
THAT SQUARE WITH MY
PROTESTATIONS THAT THE
DIEM HEL P OTHERSZ

HELPING PEOPLE COMES
EASILY TO AARIK, BECAUSE
HE HAS NO RESPONSIBILITIES.
NO WONDER HE FLED ALL

THOSE YEARS AGO.

DUCHESS, THE
LORD BEGGAR IS
READY TO SEE
you,

HE HAD BEEN SO QUICK TO PLEASE
WHEN WE WERE CHILPREN, SO
FORMAL AND SO RIGHTEOUS. THE
VERY MOPDEL OF WHAT HIS FATHER
WANTED HIM TO BE.

BUT HE JUST COULON'T
HANDLE THE IDEA OF
SOMEDAY BECOMING THE
LORD GENERAL, COULDN'T
FACE THE RESPONSIBILITY.
HE DISAPPEARED
FOR THREE YEARS.

AARIK, WE
HAVE ANOTHER
APPOINTMENT, TELL
KENTON WE'LL SEE
YOU BOTH AT THE
DIEM LATER.
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MY TIME IS
VALUABLE. DO You
KNOW HOW BUSY MY
DAYS AREZ HOW MANY
PEOPLE I CARE FOR?
ANP YOU THINK I HAVE
TIME TO SEARCH
FOR A RUNAWAY
SERVANT?

JIDATIERATRIH EQLD ENINSS

G s
PLEASE, EXPECT
LORP NILTO. IF REWARD.

YOUR PEOPLE COULD
SIMPLY LOOK OUT FOR
THE MAN AND LET
YOU KNOW SHOULD
THEY SEE HIM...

TRANSLATOR,
TELL MISS
DARKSIPER TO

KEEP HER MONEY

HANDY. IF T HEAR

ANYTHING -~

MAYBE I'VE BEEN TOO
CAUTIOUS. IF THERE'S

RYKENSHAZ
[ M SORRY TO INTRUDE " 1
I~ ON YOUR THOUGHTS BUT I
BUT I COULD R
END UP BURNING |« | | MUST LEAVE EARLY TODAY. |
| l

: I HAVE PRESSING
MYSELF OUT. AND | i
THEN WHAT? | 1 1 ~__ HALL DUTIES.

1AM CLOSE TO \
CATCHING A CRIMINAL.

MY LOYAL MAN, TAN, HAS f &
RECEIVED WORD THAT o
ONE OF THIS CRIMINAL'S
FORMER ASSOCIATES
1S READY TO
MEET.

4

SOUNDS ¥ YOUR
INTERESTING. PRESENCE
PERHAPS T ION'T BE

CAN HELP. NECESSARY.
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AARIK,
PON'T YOU THINK HE CAN
WE SHOULD--7 STILL TAKE
CARE OF
HELPZ HIMSELF.
KENTON CAN
TAKE CARE OF

SORRY, T
HIMSELF. WEREN'T MUST GET
YOU HERE FOR THE THIS.
CONVERSATIONS A
EW MINUTES AGO?
KILLING HUNPREDS
OF MEN WITH

BUT
THESE ONES
ARE.SAND

OOF...7

HANP-EYE
COORPINATION.
NOTHING
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YOU WOULD
THINK THEY'P HAVE

y !
THE PECENCY NOT TO
INTERRUPT LUNCH. THIS
IS PELICIOUS, BY
THE WAY.
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BUT WHAT
ABOUT YOUR
puTY?

i SKATHAN
TO A COUNTRY HAS SO MANY

THAT PIPN'T WANT 1\ AGENTS AND HE'S
TO BE SAVEDZ NO, MY ~ THOROUGH. I HAP
PUTY IS HERE NOW. ELIS'S z A TO STAY VEAP’ IF
ELITE WERE JUST WAITING THEY KN;W Ip
TO BE RIP OF ME SO \ LIVED...
THEY COULP CRAWL
TO SKATHAN AND
ACCEPT HIS
RULE.

AND YOU
NEVER WILL
B--LUNNNGH!

ARE YOU
FINISHEDZ

ACRON,
WHAT ARE
YOU POINGZ

COMPLETING
MY MISSION
HERE.
SKATHAN'S
ASSASSING ARE
EXTREMELY
WELL-TRAINED,
KHRISS. BUT YOU'VE
HEARD MY STORY,
ASSASSIN. I AM
OF NO THREAT TO
THE DYNASTY.






OEBPS/Image00043.jpg
"THE POCKS, DUCHESS."

THE ELISIAN N
GUARP TOLP
ME YOU'D TAKEN A
PISTOL SHOT TO
2\ THE HEAD. NO ONE
\ REALIZED YOU'D?
SURVIVED.

7 AT OUR
MEETING
| EARLIER YOU
e

YOU'VE..
CHANGED,
KHRISSALLA.
YOU WOULP NEVER

IAVE NOTI

H TICED.
SUCH AN ERROR
BUT, GEVIN, BEFORE.

YOU WERE--YOU
ARE--MY BETROTHED.
WHY PIPN'T You
COME BACKZ

N

\ S poyou
. B ReALLY THINK I
M couLp ReTLRN,
LOOKING LIKE

THIS?
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HE HAS
ONE SHOT
LEFT! RUN IF YOU
WANT TO LIVE,
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FUNNY, I'P h———'
ALMOST CONVINCED

MYSELF THAT CYNPER
WOULP BE THE
ONE.

I SUSPECTEL
DPUCHESS. SKATHAN

NEVER TRUSTS SOLPIERS
TO PO AS THEY'RE TOLD-~ THANK
HE ALWAYS SENDS YOU, BAON. YOU
BACKUP. SAVED--
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BRANDON SANDERSON

/

RIKHOSKIN - OVNAMITE. - FRITZ CASAS
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I TRUSTED HIM. AND THIS IS
WHERE THAT TRUST HAS LED
ME. BAON WAS RIGHT--I'M

RETURN
TO ELIS WITH
ME. YOU'LL

' BECAUSE 1
STILL BELIEVE IN
YOU, GEVIN. YOU ANP

TAKEN IN BY TITLES RATHER
THAN JUPGING THE PERSON. THE SAND MAGES-- BE SAFE
THEY'RE REAL, NOW. SAFEZ
YOU MUST KNOW YOULED THIS

ASSASSIN
RIGHT TO
ME.

THAT NOW.

you
SAVED ME, BUT I HAVE
KHRISS. AFTER T0 GO. WY

EVERYTHING I
SAID..YOU
SAVED ME.

BOPYGUARD
NEEDPS ME.

THIS IS WHY T
COULPN'T TELL YOU OR
ANYONE ELSE WHERE T

WAS. SANDP MAGES CAN'T
HELP ELIS, KHRISS--THEY
CAN NEVER RECHARGE
THEIR SAND WITHOUT
DAYLIGHT.

COME BACK
TO BE WITH
ME.

ICANT MY \
PLACE IS HERE NOW.
AFTER WHAT HAPPENED
TO ME, THIS FACE...
I COULD NEVER
GO BACK.

I NO LONGER
HAVE A ROLE IN
ELIS, A COUNTRY
TOO AFRAIP TO
BE SAVED.

BUT YOU
PO. YOU'RE
STRONG, KHRISS,
STRONGER
THAN I EVER
SUSPECTED.

THEN
WHAT WILL
You poz?

IWILL

CONTINUE TO
HELP PEOPLE WHO
NEED ME, RIGHT HERE,
ON DAYSIDE. PEOPLE
WHO WANT WHAT T
HAVE TO GIVE.

APATHI
CHOOSE--NOT
ONE PICTATED BY ROYAL
COURTS AND ARRANGED
MARRIAGES. SURELY
YOU UNPERSTAND.
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SHORTLY AFTER, IN
ANOTHER PART OF

IDIONT
REALIZE YOU HAD
A FAMILY, AIS. T
GUESS I NEVER

IM SURE
THEY'LL BE
ALL RIGHT.

YOU LIVE IN A
DIFFERENT WORLD
THAN THE CRIMINALS
I HUNT, RY'KENSHA,
YOU HAVE NO IPEA OF
WHAT THEY ARE
CAPABLE.

THOUGHT.

I TRIED

TO SEND THEM

AWAY WHEN MY

INVESTIGATION

BECAME MORE
RISKY, BUT

MY HUSBAND
WOULDN'T

LISTEN

S0, WHO
1S 1T WE ARE
MEETINGZ

HE PIPN'T
GIVE HIS NAME.
THOSE WHO WORK
FOR SHAREZAN
DON'T OFTEN
PUBLICIZE THE
FACT.

SHAREZANZ
THAT'S WHO
YOU'RE TRYING

TO CATCH, SANDS,

AlS, THAT MAN IS

SUPPOSED TO BE

INSANE! DON'T YOU
THINK YOU SHOULD
HAVE BROUGHT

BACKUPZ

NOT MEETING
SHAREZAN. JUST
ONE OF HIS.
ASSOCIATES.

YES,
SOMEONE CLIMBING
THE STAIRS. SOMEONE
WHO WALKS WITH

A

LIMP--
(24 E

YoU HEAR
THAT--7
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AS YOU WISH,
AlS, WHILE YOU'RE GONE,
I MAY GO ANP SPEAK WITH
ONE OF THE TAISHA. THE

LORP FARMER,
I THINK.

HME ALL
RIGHT. YOU MAY
COME WITH

ME.

BUT.
SHOULDN'T
YOU COME TO
THAT IE T
60..7

B
I HAVE =
A STOP TO
MAKE FIRST.

YOU WILL NOT
EMBARRASS
ME.

/ WHAT WE'RE POING
COULD BE PANGEROUS SO 1
MUST LEAVE A NOTE FOR MY
FAMILY SO THEY KNOW
WHERE I AM. £

YOU LIVE
HEREZ I
MEAN, IT'S.
NICE.

YOU ARE NOT
WELCOME INSIDE,
RY'KENSHA,

WAIT,
AND DO NOT
DRAW ATTENTION
TO YOURSELF BY
POING ANYTHING
HERETICAL.

N

Nl \ gy
i\;\& S\ A=y

NOW, WHY
WouLD T 0o
THATZ
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NILTO MUST
HAVE CAAUQQT THE
INFORMANT BEFORE

HE MET WITH US, BUT LATER. .o
HIS ASSASSIN WILL
BE LONG GONE
BY NOW.

NILTO SENT
A MESSAGE THAT
HE'S NOT GOING TO
BE ABLE TO LOOK FOR
BAON AFTER ALL. HE'S
LEAVING KEZARE
FOR A WHILE.

WHICH
RENPERS THIS--
SAND LORP
FORGIVE ME--JUST
ANOTHER LOST
OPPORTUNITY.

I REALIZE
NOW THAT NILTO
HAS BEEN LESS
THAN HONEST. WHERE
WAS HE WHEN HE
TOLP YOU THIS,
N'TEESEZ
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BUT HOW
PO YOU PLAN TO
CONPUCT YOUR
TESTZ IS IT
HARDZ

IT'S THE
SAME TEST MY
FATHER USED ON ME
AND EVERYONE ELSE
WHO ENTERED
THE DIEM.

LORD MASTRELLZ

I'M SORRY TO INTRUPE,
BUT YOU WOULPN'T KNOW
WHICH ROOM MY ACOLENTS
AND I ARE SUPPOSED
TO MEET IN, WOULD'
youz

UM..NO.
WHY PON'T.
You JUST Pick
ONE THAT'S
EMPTYZ
AS I WAS SAYING,

MY FATHER, AND THE
LORP MASTRELLS WHO
PRECEDED HIM, UTILIZED
THIS SAME TRIAL TO
ASSESS--

YOU NEEPD AN
ASSISTANT,

ILLLOOK N
INTD T AND FIND'
out For You, B
UNDERFEN.. /08
m.7 AL

LORD
MASTRELL,

DO YOU KNOW WHEN
THE LATEST SHIPMENT
OF ZAIDON WILL BE
ARRIVINGZ T CANNOT
BE EXPECTED TO
COOK A PROPER

NO, YOU JUST
NEEP TO LEARN
TO DELEGATE. OR ALL
OF THIS NOISE WILL
DISTRACT You
FROM WHAT'S
IMPORTANT.
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WHERE
1S THE LORD
MASTRELLZ

IN HIS
ROOMS. A GUARD
HAS BEEN POSTED,
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AND
you, LORp
ADMIRALZ

IVOTE
WHOLEHEARTEDLY
IN FAVOR OF
THE DIEM. WHOLE-
HEARTEDLY.

IT APPEARS
THE COUNCIL IS
UNANIMOUS, LADY
JUPGE.

NOT YET,
LORP MASTRELL.
WE STILL HAVE ONE
VOTE TO COUNT--
MY OWN.

SURELY T
HAVE MET YOUR
REQUIREMENTS,
LADY HEELIS.

HAVE YOU?.
WHAT ABOUT
THE DIEMS
PEBTS?

YOU SEEZ BOTH
YOUR CONPITIONS
ARE MET, LADY
JUPGE.

UM, LADY JUDGE. IN THE
SPIRIT OF FRIENPSHIF,
THE GUILY HAS DECIDES
TO TAKE THE DIEMS
DEBTS ON
ITSELF:

BUT THERE WAS X
A THIRP--TO GAIN THE
SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE
OF LOSSAND. I HAVE
HEARD RUMORS THAT YoU
MAY BE ON YOUR WAY
TO ENGENDERING
THAT, KENTON,

HOWEVER,
I AM AWARE
THAT I AM NOT
IMPARTIAL N
THIS MATTER. 50
I PREPARED
FOR THIS VERY
EVENTUALITY.

ALONG WITH A
PROMISE OF GENEROUS
COMPENSATION LATER
ON.IT IS ALL QUITE
LEGAL.

SINCE T
AM BIASED
IN FAVOR OF THE
DIEM, I PECIDED
THAT THE ONE.
WHO VOTED IN MY
PLACE SHOULD

A SENIOR
TRACKT AlS.
1 GIVE MY VOTE TO
YOU. HOW SAY YOUZ
DOES THE HALL

BE BIASED VOTE IN FAVOR OF
7 THE DIEM OR
Aé%d;r AGANST
I CHOSE THE

PERSON MOST
OPPOSED TO THE
DIEM. THAT WAY, IF

YOU CONVINCED

THEM, T WOLLD KNOW
YOU COULD CONVINCE

ANYONE--SAND

MASTER, COMMON
WORKER AND
KERZTIAN,
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SKULL'S CAVEP
IN FROM BEHIND. ANY | \
WITNESSES? WE'RE
= INTERVIEWING,
SIR, BUT..YOU KNOW
THESE STREET
HUSTLERS.

YES. USING
THE SHAPOWS TO
HIPE IN PLAIN
SIGHT.

I IMAGINE
THAT SENIOR
TRACKT AIS WILL
WANT TO SEE

I AGREE.
BUT SHE'LL BE
ON HER WAY BACK
TO THE DIEM BY &
NOW..
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LL, IT WOULDN'T
pGE? BE PROPER TO

= AVE BONE WoAT
E DONE WHA!
YOU ASKED--UNITED THE METRELT St e

DIEM LNPER ONE LEADER MIGHT DECIPE TO
AND PROVEN THAT QUIBBLE OVER THE
I/AM WORTHY OF WHY WAIT TECHNICALITIES:
THIS SASH. 7 IN THE LAW,

\ s

I PROMISE
YOU, IT WON'T
BE ME, LADY

JUPGE.

THEN IT
WILL BE AS YOU
SAY, KENTON. WE
{ WILL VOTE. T WARN
YOU, HOWEVER, THAT
THIS TIME OUR
DECISION
1S FINAL.

HEELIS,

; i_x\i\///lz
1\\ %
-,

THE DIEM
HAS SHOWN IT
COULD BE BENEFICIAL
L g 2 VIR
N EAVOR OF ) \ FAVOR OF TS
THE DIEM, LADY RETENTION.
HEELIS,
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LATER...

THIS IS
BEWILPERING. IT
SAYS HERE THAT THE
LORD APMIRAL IS ELECTED
BY A SMALL PERCENTAGE
OF HIS PROFESSION'S
MEMBERS KNOWN AS THE THE TITLE OF
SHIPOWNERS' LORD APMIRAL CONVEYS
CIRCLE. ALMOST NO POWER--THAT'S
STILL HELD BY THE SHIPOWNERS'
CIRCLE--BUT WHOEVER IS CHOSEN
FORFEITS THEIR POSSESSIONS,
INCLUPING SHIPS, LAND AND
WEALTH. AND THEY CAN'T
REFUSE THEIR
SELECTION.

THE ROLE DOES,
HOWEVER, COMMAND AN
UNLIMITED FOOP AND DRINKS
BUPGET. NO WONPER LORP DELIUS
DRINKS AND PARTIES THE WAY HE
POES--HE'S GETTING BACK AT THE
SHIPOWNERS' CIRCLE FOR THE
POSITION THEY'VE PUT HIM
IN THE ONLY WAY
HE CAN..

THROUGH HIS
PISPLAYS OF EXTRAVAGANCE
AS WELL AS BEING A DPRUNKEN
EMBARRASSMENT TO THEM
ALL. HE MUST UTTERLY
HATE THEM.

PERHAPS
HE FEELS AS
TRAPPED AS
YOU PO THEN,
RY'KENSHA.

I THINK WE'RE

ALL TRAPPED, AIS. EVEN
LORD VEY--SOMEHOW, HE'S
CAUGHT UP IN My FATHER'S
ARRANGEMENTS, AND CAN

NO MORE GET FREE THAN IF

HE'D STEPPED ON A
DELRAIKEN.
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RP
MASTRELLZ I'VE
[ SuST BEEN INFORMED
THAT DRILE HAS
ASKED TO SPEAK
To0Yo. g

HE'S
AWAKE THENZ
THANK GOOP-

NESS.

DRILE LOOKS TERRIBLE. IS
THIS REALLY HOW WE SHOULD
BE USING OLR GIFTS?

DRILE?
HOW ARE you
FEELING?

YOU WERE

YOU HAD THE ALWAYS

RIGHT IPEA, DRILE,
ABOUT CHARGING FOR
OUR SERVICES. IT MAKES
US ACCOLNTABLE.
T WANT TO USE THAT
WHEN WE GO
FORWARD.

1COULD.
HELP. WHEN IM...
STRONGER.

13UST HEARD.
THE GOOD NEWS,
KENTON. T COULD HEAR
THE CHEERS FROM HERE!
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3 N
\\\\\\§>\\§\\‘.]m

I'M NOT SURE
THAT THEY'RE MY
ENEMIES. MORE...

OBSTACLES.

LORD VEY,
HOWEVER, IS PROVING
TO BE A GREATER
OBSTACLE THAN
MOST.

YOU HAVE THE PETERMINATION
OF A BETTER MAN, RY'KENSHA,
DESPITE THE ENORMITY OF
YOUR TASK. COULP IT BE THAT
I HAVE MISJUPGED You?

CAN YOU HAVE
NOBILITY EVEN IF
YOUR EFFORTS ARE

NOT APPLIED TO A
NOBLE CAUSE?

SAND
LORPD..7
IGHE

WHICH IS
WHY YOU HAVE THE
SANP LORD TO THANK
THAT I AM HERE,
WOULP SURELY WHETHER YOU PESERVE
NOT HAVE HEARD HIS BLESSINGS
AN ASSASSIN, / ORNOT.
Y'KENSHA. /

THEN You

DO YOU KNOW THATZ
I'VE VISITED ALL THE TAISHIN
THAT I CAN. ALL THAT'S LEFT

IS TO READ EVERYTHING
1 CAN ABOUT
THEM.

KNOWING
YOUR ENEMY IS A
PLAN THAT CAN PAY
PNIDENDS.,

MY
FATHER'S
LIBRARY CONTANS
THE CHARTER
OF THE DIEM,
INCORPORATING
EVERY AMENDMENT,
AS WELL AS THE
CHARTERS FOR
THE OTHER
PROFESSIONS
ANP FOR THE
TAISHA.,

IF THERE
1S A WAY TO OUTWIT
THE MERCHANT LORD
VEY--OR TO BUY HIS
VOTE--IT HAS
TO BE HERE.
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KENTON IS THE MAN WHOSE VERY
EXISTENCE DEFILES THE SAND LORD.
WHOSE BLASPHEMIES ARE GREATER

THAN ANY OTHER ON THE SANDS.

==

I WouLl
o o i
L
OF BEING RESCUED LiVEE,
BY YOUR VILE
POWERS.

IN THE ENG,
I HAVE TO
REMAIN TRUE
TO THE SAND
LORP...

BUT You
SAVED SOME-
THING MORE
IMPORTANT THAN
THAT, AND DIP SO
RESPECTING
MY TERMS.

IT HURTS
BUT.

YES T
DID! MAYBE ALL
YOUR TALK OF DIPLOMACY
RUBBED OFF ON ME,
DUCHESS!

IONCE
OBSERVED THAT
YOU WOULD TRY TO
BEFRIEND ME, LORD
MASTRELL, TO CURRY

PERHAPS YOU WOULD
EVEN SAVE MY
LIFE--

AND
MY FAVOR, THAT THAT IT STILL

WE'RE
FINE. JUST..
BRUISES.
WE'RE
ALIVE.

MOMMY'S
HERE, IT'S OKAY NOW.
IT'S OKAY.

IT APPEARS
I HAVE NO CHOICE.

DIEM. I RATIFY YOU AS
LORD MASTRELL,
NTON,

BUT TO REINSTATE THE You pip IT!
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BY THAT
RECKONING, DUCHESS,

ACRON, BE BAON WAS
AP , CERTAINLY
THAT. IT'S STILL. T gugpu;ngANy ONE OF
L :OUL! E HERE TO
T;é‘;é@s; i THAT HE WAS HERE BETRAY YOL.
MY MOBILE ON THE ORPERS
LAB! OF SKATHAN
TO BETRAY

HAH-HAH-HAH!
CAN YOU IMAGINE SUCH
A THING, PROFESSOR
M NO CYNPER? YOUZ! USZI HOW
BAON, MY LADY. PREPOSTEROUS!
IM ILL-EQUIPPED PREPOSTEROUS, T SAY!
FOR SUCH HEAVY
JON, MY FRIEND!
SURELY YOU KNOW THE
PIFFERENCE
BETWEEN SPECULATION ANP
ACCUSATION, SIR!
HAH-HAH-HAH!

PERHAPS
THERE WAS MORE
TO BAON'S MOTIVATIONS
THAN WE REALIZED,
SURELY HE PESERVES A
CHANCE TO EXPLAN
HIMSELF.

PERHAPS, Fyou
RECALL, WE STILL HAVE

CINDER Y00
J SOME SALTPETER,
WouLP Be 50
WITHOUT A NG AS 6 PROFESSOR.
ACCOMPANY
Me--

BODY-
GUARD!

TH-THAT'S.
PRINCE GEVALDIN'S
PISTOL] BUT IT'S.
USELESS--THAT
SCOUNPREL BAON
TOOK ALL THE
CHARGES!
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>

[ELORIN'S QUTERS,

ELORIN,
WANT TO KNOW_ '\
HOW YoU SURVIVEP )
THE ATTACK A /

MONTH AGO.

HELLO,
ELORIN.

I SURVIVED

BECAUSE THE

KERZTIANS PIPN'T

WANTMTG KILL
E.

HELLO, LORP
MASTRELL.

YOUR PUTY AS
LORP MASTRELL'S
ASSISTANT WAS TO
PREPARE THE WATER |
FOR THE CEREMONY. |
YOU POISONEP IT,
PIPN'T YOU?

NOT THE WATER,
THE BOWL. THAT
WAY EVERY TIME NEW
WATER WAS POLREP
IN, IT RECEIVED

THE TAINT AS
WELL.

TO WEAKEN
EVERYONE
BEFORE THE

AND
EVER SINCE THEN,
YOU'VE BEEN WATCHING
ME. YOU PIRECTED THE
ASSASSING MEANT
TO KILL ME.

WHY ELORINZ
WHY BETRAY THE
DIEMZ

IT's
CALLED KAPO, A
RARE KERZTIAN SPICE
THAT ACCELERATES
PEHYDPRATION.
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WE'VE BEEN
INVITED, PROFESSOR
.. WHEN You ACRON. THINK OF IT AS A
DON'T WANT TO CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE
BE THERE..7" A FOREIGN CULTURE
FIRSTHAND,

ITIS
ARE YoU PRETTY FOREIGN.
SURE WE WANT TO ALL OPEN TO THE
BE HERE, DUCHESS? ELEMENTS, DO
I FEEL DECIDEDLY g YOU NOTICEZ
UNWELCOME.

Qe

THESE ROOMS
SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT
FOR YOUR PARTY FOR AS
LONG AS YOU CHOOSE

TO STAY.

ELORIN SAYS

4 DUCHESS
KHRISSALLA. T AM ELORIN,
AND I HAVE BEEN ASKED
TO SHOW YOU TO YOUR
OOMS.

THE DUCHESS
DOES NOT SPEAK
LOSSANPIN, ELORIN,
PROCEED AND T'LL
TRANSLATE,

THESE ARE TO BE

BIT ON THE

YOUR ROOMS FOR
AS LONG AS you
CHOOSE TO

RUPIMENTARY
SIDE, AREN'T
THEYZ

PRESENTING
US WITH ANOTHER
OPPORTUNITY TO
EXPERIENCE THE
LOCAL CULTURE,

PLEASE,
PROFESSORS,
REMEMBER YOUR
MANNERS. YOU
INSTILLED THEM

INTO ME WITH
ENOUGH VIGOR
WHEN I WAS
YOUNGER.
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SOMEONE
MUST HAVE SET
US BOTH Ul

ALL OF US. you

SHOULD HAVE WON

FAILED AT THE
CRITICAL
MOMENT.

IT BE THAT
SOMEONE
MADE THAT
HAPPEN...

AS ANY OF
THOUGH I DIDNT

WHATEVER
YoU THOUGHT, T
WAS AS MUCH OF
A TARGET AS YOU,

US. EVEN

LOSE My FATHER
THAT DAY.

..TO ENSURE
THAT A WEAK
LEAPER WOULD
RULE THE,
DIEM: ME/

CoULp THeY
HAVE DONE
THAT?

POISON,
MAYBEZ WHO
HANPED YOU THE
WATER, DRILEZ AT
THE CEREMONY
IN THE
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GIVEN THAT
TS RECIPIENT WAS
LIKELY ALRE
WHEN IT WAS PLACED T
WONPER WHO SHAREZAN
POUCHT WOULD READ
THIS NOTE. WHO WAS
HE WARNING?

3

THAT WITH THE
OTHER JARS FOR
NOW, PROFEGSOR
ACR

N, AN

THE
TESTING..7
YES, RIGHT

AWAY LET ME A°

1PREFER
TO KEEP A

EVERYTHING
S0 THAT I

MAY LEARN
FROM IT.

SAND
MASTERY IS

SOMETHING
YU FEEL,

DUCHESE, NOT
SOMETHING
\ YO WRITE

RECORD OF

SHELLA/

KENTON, I
DTN
YOU ENTER,

I THOUGHT
WE SHOULD BEGIN
THE TESTING,
DUCHESS.
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ISHIORILY
AFTE

NTEESE,

I NEED TO FIND.
BAON BEFORE HE
PEPARTS THE CITY.

WOLLP NILTO
PERHAPS..7

/

PERHAPS.
THE WATCH WILL.

BE REPOSTED IN ONE

DAY HENCE, AS PER
THE CODE OF THE
ASSASSIN'G
CONTRACT.

ARRANGE A
MEETING WITH
NILTO FOR Yo,

DUCHESS.

THE ATTACK
1S NOT COMING THIS
DAY, RY'KENSHA.
YOURE SAFE.

MAYBE MY
WOULD-BE
ASSASSING HAVE
REALIZED HOW LORD
VEY'S SWAY OVER
THE COUNCIL WILL
DESTROY ME
SHORTLY ANYWAY.
ASSUMING DRILE
DOESN'T
KILL ME.

NOW, PLEASE
EXCUSE ME,
RY'KENSHA. T
SEE THAT I MUST
SPEAK TO ONE
OF MY MEN.

THIS WAS
DISCOVERED ON
THE MURPERED BODY
OF A STREET HUSTLER
WHO WAS KNOWN TO
ASSOCIATE WITH
SHAREZAN. T
THOUGHT THAT
PERHAPS..7
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"THE SANP LORD
APPEARED TO ME.
WHEN YOUR GOP
COMMANDS, LORP
MASTRELL, YOU
LISTEN."

YOUR...
GOP? SANDS!
WHEN PIP You
CONVERTZ

IwouLp
HAVE QUIT THE
DIEM, BUT THE AKAR
COMMANDED ME TO

SIX

MONTHS
AGO--WHEN conthYe
I RESIGNED -
MY POST AS
HEAD OF BUT I
ACOLENTS, COULDPN'T USE MY

POWERS WHEN I KNEW
THEY WERE EVIL. SO I

THE

KER'REEN JUST STOPPED. NO ONE
FAITH IS TRUE, REALLY NOTICED. T
ENTON. ALWAYS HAVE KEPT

TO MYSELF,

OH, ELORIN.
YOU'VE MAPE
THINGS VERY
PIFFICULT
FOR ME.

WELL, THEN, T
SHALL MAKE THEM
EASY FOR YOU, LORD
MASTRELL. YOU SEE,
TWO DAYS HAVE
PASSED..

I AM
ALLOWEPD TO
TRY AGAIN
TOPAY.

MY BOLT'S
COATED WITH
KEN

TE|
CARAPACE--YOUR
SAND WON'T
STOP IT.

KILL ME,
I AM READY
0 GO.
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"MY BEST MAN, TAN, IS
LEAPING THE OPERATION
IN MY ABSENCE, LAPY
JUPGE. HE'LL KEEP THE
PRESSLURE ON."

STREET SLIME
NAME OF RENNOLD
"THE TONK" PHARL.
WORKED FOR
SHAREZAN.
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KENTON, YOU

SURPRISING,
ISN'T ITZ DRILE'S.
LAST ATTACK WAS SO
POWERFUL, I PON'T
KNOW WHY HE
FALTERED,

HE'S INCREDIBLY
PEHYDRATED, LORD
MASTRELL.

THAT
DOESN'T MAKE

AS LONG AS DRILE
WAS..AND HE
WAS ALWAYS SO
STRONG.

WE'LL
TEND TO HIM.
HE WILL.
RECOVER.

LET ME
KNOW WHEN
HE WAKES UP

AGAIN.

You

LOOK
WORRIED. DON'T BE.
9 YOU WON.

ISTILL
HAVE ONE
BATTLE LEFT 8
TO WIN--THE
TAISHA
VOTE.
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OEBPS/Image00022.jpg
I PROMISED THIS IS THE WAY
ALL SAND MASTERS ARE

TESTED TO SEE IF THEY CAN

BE TRAINEPD. IT BEGINS
WITH THE SAND.

CHANGE THE
PIRECTION
OF THE

LIKE
PISRUPTING
A WATER'S FLOW,
YOU JUST NEEP
TO BEND IT;
SEE?Z

YOU NEED '\ |

TO FEEL IT.
EVERY
GRAN.

LET T FLOW
THROUGH YOUR
FINGERS. /
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YOUR FATHER
WOULP BE
SURPRISED.
TS
NOT H/& DIEM
ANYMORE. BRINGING

FAMILIES HERE IS JUST
THE ST/ Al?r OF ENSURING

CRUMBLEP IN LI&HT OF
THE DIEM'S
REINSTATEMENT
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SEE HOW
EASY THAT
WAS?

AH, LORD
MASTRELL, AS T
WAS SAYING..WOULD
YOU BE ABLE TO
PROVIPE--7

IT KIND OF
WAS. I JUST
HOPE--

ELORIN
HAS BEEN
PERSONALLY
ASSIGNED
TO ANSWER
ALL YOUR
QUERIES.

“--ELORIN
REALIZES
WHAT HE'S

I'M SURPRISEP
THAT YOUR BOPYGUARD
ISN'T ACCOMPANYING
YOU, PUCHESS.
WHERE IS
BAON?

HE'S..NOT
TRAVELING WITH
ME ANYMORE. IT
TURNS OUT HE
WAS A SPY.

THAT.
COMES AS A

SURPRISE. HE L
WAS S0--

LET US NOT
PISCUSS HIM.
YOU PROMISED
TO TEACH
ME.
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Whmz....

BE WITH
ME, SAND LORE
GIVE ME YOLR
STRENGTH...

FORALL
THAT IS TO
COME.

IT's
BEEN TWO
WEEKS, AIS,
WHERE WILL.
You 607

l¢

YOU NEEP
TO TAKE CARE OF
MELLY, HUSBAND. T
NEEP TO PO THIS
ON MY OWN.

IINTENP TO
VISIT KER KEPASHA, THE
CAPITAL. MAYBE THE A'KAR,
THE HOLIEST MAN ON THE
SAND, CAN ANSWER
MY QUESTIONS.

I PON'T
KNOW. THE PEEP
SAND, I THINK. I NEEP
ANSWERS, MELLIS. MY
PRAYERS YIELD
NOTHING.

NO, THAT
1S WHERE YoU
ARE WRONG.
YOU PON'T EVER
NEEP TO PO
ANYTHING

IF youRe \ 4
WE'LL
e BLEND IN,

SoMe-
THEN 50
ARE WE. HOW.

LOSSANDERS
ARE NOT TREATEP
WELL IN KER
KEPASHA.

SAND LORD, WHATEVER
ANSWERS YOU KEEP TO
YOURSELF, YOU HAVE
BLESSED ME WITH A
MAN I PON'T PESERVE,
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SAND MASTERS
HAVEN'T KILLED ONE
ANOTHER IN OVER A CENTLRY,
BUT I'VE BROUGHT BACK THE
PIT PUEL. LORD MASTRELL
FOR BARELY A WEEK AND T 2
BRING BACK OUR MOST
ABHORRENT YOU ONCE
PROCESS, SAID DAYSIDE WAS
el PRIMITIVE. PERHAPS
YOUIRE RIGHT.

OH, KENTON,
CAN'T YOU STOP

CONTEMPLATING YOURE
YOUR IMMINENT MEETING AFOOL IF
WITH PEATH, LORD YOU AREN'T

MASTRELLZ AFRAID.

YOUR SACRIFICE
WON'T EVEN MEAN ANYTHING.
THE TAISHA WILL VOTE AGAINST YOU AND
INFIVE DAYS T'LL BE LORD MASTRELL,
AND THEN I'LL RELOCATE US TO
THE RIM KINGZOMS. 1 DEFINITELY
SHOULD BE. IT LOOKS

HOPELESS.
HE CALLS

ME A FOOL. BUT

HE'S ONE TOO IF COlLD THE

HE THINKS THE = SNCeRe

SAND MASTERS < O ek

CAN SURVIVE IN ke o

THE RIM KING- . J ?
DOMS.

IT WOULD BE
APOINTLESS GESTURE.

- V_--WE NEED
WE COULD NEVER RECHARGE
2 THE SAND ON DARKSIPE 10 g;‘g‘iﬁ.gu
\ ONCE IT HAD BEEN

WE SHARE SIMILAR
PROBLEMS, KENTON. WHERE.

IM FROM, DYNASTIC AMBASSADORS
HAVE HINTED THAT UNLESS MY HOME
TERRITORY OF ELIS SUBJUGATES
ITSELF TO THEM, IT WILL BE
TAKEN BY FORCE.

SOME NOBLES HAVE
EVEN SUGGESTED THAT SURRENPER
IS THE PREFERABLE OPTION. MY PRINCE
DENOUNCED THEM, BUT WITH HIM GONE
THE VOICES FOR THE OPPOSITION
ARE LESS BOLD.

YOUR PRINCE
SOUNDS LIKE A
MAN OF GOOP

CHARACTER,

HE WAS.
HE TRULY BELIEVED
IN THE RIGHTS OF
ALL PEOPLE, EVEN
THE LOWLIEST.
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ARE
you..ALL
RIGHTZ

MERELY
SURPRISED,
DUCHESS.

MERELY
SURPRISED.
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TAKE

THE SAND,
FEEL ITS
GRAINS.

THEN you
SPEAK TO
IT, FROM DEEP
WITHIN, LIKE
PROJECTING
YOUR VOICE
WHEN You
MAKE A
SPEECH IN
A LARGE
ROOM.

NOTHING.
ICANT
PoIT

AREN'T YOU
PISAPPOINTEDZ

WHY WOULP T
BEZ I NEVER WANTED
TO BE A SAND MASTER.
I JUST WANTED TO KNOW
HOW TO TEST FOR A SAND
MASTER. THEN MAYBE T
COULD GET THEM
TRAINED AND..

BUT YOURE
UPSET, T CAN
TELL. DIP YoU
REALLY WANT

ME TO--7

MY MOTHER WAS A
DARKSIPER, KHRISS. MANY
HERE AT THE DIEM BELIEVE THAT'S
WHY MY OWN CONTROL HAS BEEN
S$0..50 LIMITEL, I'D HOPED

BUT I'LL
PROBABLY BE
PEAD IN A FEW DAYS,
AND NONE OF THIS

THAT THIS--THAT YOL/--
WOULD PROVE THEM WILL MATTER.
WRONG. LET ME--
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IR wriar e D
THE MEANING
OF ARTZ

FOR THE ARTIST P
ANZ YOU ARE APART
THE FURTHER THE PISTANCE
FROM S4YER OF WORD
THE MORE THAT THEIR MEANINGS
ARE LOST OR ARE BLLRREL]
U THE MORE YOU MUST GUESS
AT THE TRUTH THAT IS THERE,
CREATOR, CREATION,
73

J ==

.AND YOU
IEED TO LET THE
FEEL OF THE SANP
BECOME A PART OF
YOU, LIKE THE FEEL
A\ OF A BREEZE ON
YOUR SKIN.

WouLp
IT MAKE A
PIFFERENCE IF
I SAIP NO,
} DUCHESS?

IT'S JUST A
TEST. THERE'S
NOTHING TO
WORRY
ABOUT.
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2SIGHE SANDS ARE
BLOWING, SO I SUPPOSE I
SHOULD BE GOING! JUST TELL
THE LORP MERCHANT THAT WHEN
HE HAS TIME, I WOULP LIKE TO
PISCUSS THE TRIBUTE. I EXPECT
THAT IT WILL BE PAID
AS ALWAYS--

ALL RIGHT,
LORD MASTRELL,
WHAT PO You

GRELIN, TELL
MY COLLEAGLE
THAT I HAVE FOUND
TIME FOR A BRIEF
CONFERENCE.

NOTHING
MORE THAN
YOUR VOTE,

LORD VEY.

HOW PIp
You FIND

a
MY FATHER'S
RECORDS.

THEY'RE,
LET'S SAY,
SPECIFIC.

BUT ABOUT
WHATZ WHAT
1S IT THAT
VEY'S 50
AFRAID OF7
AISHA, TM OUT
OF MY DPEPTH
HERE.
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HIS GUILD
HAS PAID THEIR
TRIBUTE TO THE DIEM
FOR ALL THESE YEARS,
BUT VEY WOLLD NEVER
vo THAT UNLESS He
HAD A REASON. I
UIKE HE'S AFRAIV

ETWEEN us SINCE

OUR LAST “
MEETING ENDED ‘
ABRUPTLY.

IWILL SEE
THAT HE esrs THE

20 Y0U THINK HE INTENDS
0 90 50 TOPAY OR 6
IT ALESS FORMAL
ARRANGEMENT?
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WHEN PIP T . N\ >
CHANGEZ \ VEY'S HIPING
' < SOMETHING. MY
FATHER KNEW WHAT IT
WAS, AND T THINK HE
USED IT TO BLACKMAIL
VEY INTO PAYING THE
DIEM A REGULAR
TRIBUTE.

BLACKMAILZ
T'VE BEEN AWAY
TOO LONG!

7 _AND You
PON'T KNOW

WHAT THE
SECRET : ! NO, BUT VEY.
! WOLLDN'T RISK
TARNISHING HIS il
: KERZTIAN IMAGE BY
. HELPING THE DIEM OVER
/ NOTHING. LOOK AT
X AlS--THOSE VERY
SAME BELIEFS MEAN
{ ‘ SHE WON'T EVEN
EAT WITH US.
KERZTIANS

BELIEVE THAT THE
SANPD IS THE SAND LORP'S
BOPY AND THE SUN IS -
HIS EYE. SAND MASTERY IS
HERETICAL BECAUSE IT
SOMEHOW CORRUPTS
THEQSAQE You

SORRY
TO INTERRUPT,
KENTON, BUT
YOU SHOULP
PROBABLY..
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IT COLLP, NO ONE
I JUST HOPE VEY NEED EVER KNOW, LORD
DOESN'T REALIZE MERCHANT. GIVE ME YOUR
VOTE AND I WILL TAKE BUT I

YOU DON'T, T
WILL Yorfggp%ié%[a SHALL PROCLAIM

THIS CURSE PYRE. YOUR SECRET
NEVER LEAVE TO ALL OF
MEZ / LOSSAND!

&7

AND WHAT
SECRET WOULD
THAT BE, LORD

MASTRELLZ

SANDS!
IWAS S0
CLOgE!

WELL, T HAVE ’
NOTHING TO HIDE THoENE LR
SECRET, VEY. GIVE ME
FROM LOSSAND, LORD ;
YOUR VOTE AND T'LL BURY IT
MASTRELL. FEEL FREE
ekl Sl IN PEEPEST SAND YOU WILL
NOT RECEIVE SUCH A LENIENT
WHATEVER YOU BE WARNED, OFFER IF YOU MAKE
WANT. HOWEVER, THAT THE ME SEARCH FOR
HALL WILL REQUIRE IT FIRST,
PROOF OF YOUR :
ASSERTIONS.

BLACKMAIL,
LORD MASTRELLZ
IS THAT THE BEST
YOUR WASHED-UP

GUILD HAS TO

' N | OFFERZ

HE'S RIGHT.
THIS IS NOT
ME. YELLING,
CONFRONTATION
AND STANDING 8Y
MY PRINCIPLES S
HOW I ALWAYS
PIP THINGS.
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Volume 1 — Recipient of the 2018
Dragon Award for Best Graphic Novel!

THE THIRD A
VOLUME SET :
IN BRANDON
SANDERSON'S
SPRAWLING
COSMERE
UNIVERSE

"WITHIN WHITE SAND, TRADITIONAL
~FANTASY COMES TO LIFE, IN THIS
“INTRIGUING BLEND OF ACTION, *

SUSPENSE, AND MYSTEKY
'GRADHICPOLICY COM

s
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WHAT--
AISZ! ARE
YOU GOING
TO ARREST
MEZ

I SHOULD HAVE
REALIZED AND
HELPED.

NO. I
HEARD SOME
OF WHAT You
SAID, GOT HERE
JUST AS HE
SHOT.

I'P ONLY

REALIZED AS
I WAS LEAVING
THAT SOMEONE
INSIPE THE DIEM
MUST HAVE BEEN
COORPINATING
THE ATTEMPTS
ON YOUR LIFE,

HIM HONOR-
ABLY.

THE ATTEMPTS
WILL STOP NOW-~
UNTIL YOU MAKE
SOME NEW
ENEMIES,
RY'KENSHA.

WHEN I PO,
I KNOW WHERE TO
LOCATE A GOOP
BOPYGUARP.

NOT ME,
I HAVE OTHER
TASKS TO
ATTEND.

ITHINK I
UNPERSTAND.
GOOP LUCK, AlS. T
HOPE THE SAND LORP
UNPERSTANDS
you, Too.






OEBPS/Image00020.jpg
NO TIME
LIKE THE .
ELORIN,
PRESENT. THERE You
BUT WHAT B ARE!
ABOUT..AH,
OKAY.

YOU WERE
LOOKING FOR ME,
LORD MASTRELLZ

I THOUGHT You
WERE BUSY! 4

I
THAT'S THE
PROBLEM. IM SO
BUSY WITH TRYING TO
SAVE THE PROFESSION
THAT, WELL, I DO NOT
HAVE TIME FOR
THE SMALL
THINGS.

ELORIN, YOU |
KNOW HOW THE DIEM TS’SEQ ;&?gﬁ;y - =
RUNS PROBABLY ~TO-| -
BETTER THAN RUNNING, COLULD You cﬁbzgeut%ﬁéu
ANYONE. ANVBVZN PLEASE FOR MY SKILLS,
LORD MASTRELL,
\ TLVEONLY TO

YOURE THE
MOST TRUSTED
SAND MASTER
1 KNOW,
ELORIN.

THEN IT
WOULD BE MY
HONOR.

YOU SEEM
SURPRISED.

YOU NEED TO
REMEMBER THAT
YOURE IN CHARGE HERE,
KENTON--PEOPLE DO
WHAT YOU TELL
THEM TO.
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I HAVE THE 4 TAKE CARE
4 OF HIM-HE'S

IRREPLACEABLE

AND HE'S ONLY
ON LOAN.

IR g
I'LL VISIT SOON
pe "Ngr‘r‘m; TO BRING HIM BACK. TVE
I ONLY EVER KNOWN DAYSIDE.

1'P LIKE TO SEE THE LAND
WHERE MY MOTHER
GREW UP.

1PROMISE A
BETTER WELCOME
THAN YOU GAVE

IT'S FUNNY--

I NEVER WOULD HAVE
EXPECTED KENTON TO CHOOSE
DRILE AS HIS ASSISTANT AFTER

EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED
BETWEEN THEM.

IT'S GOOP TO
HAVE SOMEONE AT YOUR
SIPE WHO PISAGREES WITH
YOU, DUCHESS. IT MAKES
YOU WORK HARPER TO BE
SURE YOU ARE
RIGHT--

--AND
TO QUESTION
WHEN YOU ARE
WRONG.

ICANT
HELP THINKING T p BUT YOU'RE
SHOULP HAVE GONE NEEPED HERE,
WITH HER, MADE THE LORD MASTRELL.
CONNECTION TO WE NEED A GOOP
MY FAMILY. LEADYEE LIKE

I DON'T KNOW, IM
GOOP FOR A FIGHT, DRILE,
BUT I KNOW MY WEAKNESSES, WHEN
THERE'S NOT A CRISIS, IM HARDLY
WORTH THE GOLP IN MY SASH.
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ANP WHAT RO THOUGH DIRIN
WOULD You | FIRST WELCOMED LS,
SUGGEST, / YOUR MAN, ELORIN, SHOWED
DUCHESS? ‘3 W N US TO OLR ROOMS WHEN WE
I REQUIRE \ MOVED HERE. PERHAPS HE
AMOMENT OF COULP ACT AS YOUR
YOUR TIME TO 4 INTERMEDIARY.
CHECK--
PLEASE
HOLD THAT
THOUGHT, MY
FRIEND HERE IS
ABOUT TO SOLVE A
GREAT QUANDARY

HOW TO SHUT
YOL/-=AND EVERYONE
LIKE YOU--UF, T HOPE!

ELORIN IS
TRUSTWORTHY,
AND HE PRETTY
MUCH RUNS
THIS PLACE
ANYWAY. i THEN
PDELEGATE
THINGS TO THE
TWO OF THEM. THE
MUNDANE THINGS
LIKE..WHAT IS
THIS FELLOW'S
CONCERN?

YOUR TURN.
YOU NEEDED ME

SHOULD THE
LADDERS AT THE
ANTERIOR EAST WALL BE
TWELVE STEPS OR THIRTEENZ
THE FORMER MAY PROVE
TO BE A LITTLE TOO
WIPE-SPACEP.

. WHEREAS
THE LATTER LOOKS
LNBALANCED TO THE EYE
AND MAY SEEM SHORT,
CAUSING THE POTENTIAL
FOR NON-SAND USERS WHO
REQUIRE SUCH A DEVICE TO
ASCEND AND DESCEND
THROUGH THE DIEM TO
Luaal g IF THEIR

YOU'RE RIGHT. I'M
PELEGATING.
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THIS IS

I'P LOVE TO,
BUT YOU KNOW I HAVE
RESPONSIBILITIES
HERE, DUCHESS.
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OLR WEAPON IS ALL

AND FOR THE FIRST TIME IN

MY LIFE I CAN FEEL. IT ON

ADEEPER LEVEL THAN I'VE
EVER FELT BEFORE...

-.BUT THAT
INSIGHT
HAS COME
TOO LATE.

YES, IT
1S HORRIBLE.
HOWEVER, IT IS
NOT YOUR PLACE
TO INTERFERE,
5.

HELL DIE!
WE CAN'T LET THAT
HAPPEN. I WON'T
ALLOW IT!

HE CHOSE HIS FIGHT.
ANP HE POES S0 WITH BRAVERY. THIS
SACRIFICE IS FOR HIS PEOPLE. YOU
CANNOT ROB HIM OF THAT.
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AT LEAST THREE
OF HIS RIBBONS
PESCEND ON
EACH ONE OF
MINE--STRIKING
RELENTLESSLY
LIKE PREPATORS.
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BECAUSE OF ME.
HE CALLS HIMSELF
SHAREZAN.

SHAREZAN..Z
THE CRIME BOSSZ
T'LL SNAP HIS
NECK.

HE
HAS TO FACE
JUSTICE. PROPER
JUSTICE, NOT
THIS.

ARE YoU
ALL RIGHTZ IS WE'RE FINE.
MELLONIZ JUST...BRUISES,
WE'RE ALIVE.

ANDS,
MELLIS! I TOLD
YOU IT WASN'T SAFE
HERE. I BEGGED
YOU TO LEAVE.

MOMMY'S
HERE, IT'S
OKAY NOW.
IT'S OKAY.

I SHOULP
HAVE LISTENED,
AlS...

THANK
GOOPNESS
YOUR FRIENP
ARRIVED IN
TIME.

MY FRIENDZ HOW
COULP MY HUSBAND

MISUNPERSTAND

SO MUCH?
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THERE'S A STRANGE
FEELING IN THE AIR, LIKE
CHARGEP SANZ BUT

IT'S EVERYWHERE.

THS IS A
HUGE CROWD,
KENTON, THE
LARGEST I'VE

SEEN ON

DAYSIDE.

IT'S AN
UNPRECEPENTED
EVENT, KHRISS. WE
SAND MASTERS
HAVEN'T FOUGHT ONE A%
ANOTHER FOR
CENTURIES,

THE KELZIN*
ARE HERE ALONG
WITH THE TAISHIN, AS
MUCH TO BE SEEN AS
TO WATCH. SEE
THERE--7

*KELZIN = NOBLES.
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UNLESS HE UNPERSTANDS
MORE THAN I P

HE'S ouT N
LIKE SPENT
SAND, AIS. HE
WON'T HURT
YOUR FAMILY
N

EINEXIRD nﬁ

ANNOF:

\

I WAS LOOKING
FOR YOU, IT WAS ABOUT
LORP RAAGENT. YOU
ONCE SHOWED ME
WHERE YoU
LIVEr.

GRATEFLL FOR
WHAT YOU'VE DONE
HERE. TRULY,
THANK YOU.

SENIOR AlS,
THOUGHT YOU WERE
Wit YOUR FAMILY. T WAS
JUST PEPARTING FOR
THE DIEM.

TO RESIGN

THAT IS A
DISAPPOINTMENT, BUT.

I UNDERSTAND ANP I TRUST YOUR
JUPGMENT. YOU SHOULP PO AS You
SEE NECESSARY FOR YOURSELR
AND FOR THOSE WHOM
YOU LOVE.

REQUEST--I NEEP YOU TO
REMAIN A TRACKT FOR ONE
MORE DAY, OR AT LEAST
UNTIL THE COUNCIL
MEETING IN A
FEW HOURS.

AND, SINCE
YOURE HERE,
WOLLP YoU PLEASE
ACCOMPANY ME
TO THE BATTLE,
AST

OPPORTUNITY TO SEE
SAND MAsTERs ¥,
ORK. /
FOR THE /
GOOD OF LOSSAND,
I THINK IT NECESSARY
TO FINP OUT WHAT THEY ARE
CAPABLE OF WHEN THEIR
LIVES ARE IN PANGER.
DON'T YoU?
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"..YOU HAVE COME TO
WITNESS A VERY
SERIOUS EVENT."

TWO SAND
MASTERS, UNABLE
TO RESOLVE THEIR .. HAVE
DIFFERENCES.. COME TO FACE
ONE ANOTHER
INSINGLE
COMBAT.

"MAY WE BE
WITNESSES
TO THE
VICTOR...”
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“THAT'S THE "I'VE ALSO MET THE LORP FARMER
BRIEFLY, UNPER LESS-THAN-IDEAL
"LORP W CIRCUMSTANCES, KENTON.”

E)
YOUVE ME

FIRST OFFICIAL
ENGAGEMENT"

*..FOLLOWED BY LAY
JUPGE HEELIS, THE CHAIR
OF THE TAISHA COUNCIL."

SNHO 10 BARELY
ECOGNIZABLE, KENTON.
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO
HIMZ HIS CLOTHES--7"

"HE'S WEARING THE UNIFORM
OF THE LORD GENERAL,
CONFIRMING WHAT T
THOUGHT--THAT THE AARIK
T KNEW IS GONE.

"HE'S ASSUMED THAT
POSITION TO SUPPORT.
R S %
IS Fi i
ENGAGEMENT IS HERE.." auT IFE Satr oF
ENTON oL CANTIMEON el A Houoyg SNOWNG

THAT, THA'
THAT DRILEZ"
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"MAY WE AVOID THIS
DAY IN THE FUTUR
SAND MASTERS,
YOU MAY BEGIN."

You'!

\ #

VE
GROWN, KENTON.
1S THAT FIVE RIBBONS,
I COUNTZ VERY Al
IMPRESSIVE. | ¢
S \‘ = \j -

— N

~
\_4’

YES
I'VE BEEN
IMPROVING IN
ANUMBER OF

WAYS,
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--OR A SINNER
OF THE WORST KIND
BECAUSE THEY TRIEP

TO MAKE THAT

EVIL SEEM
Goor?

I ONLY
JUPGE LAW,
AlS, NOT

MORALITY.
&
SPEAKING OF
SUCH, HOW GOES THE
INVESTIGATION INTO
SHAREZAN?

THOUGH HIS
TRUE IPENTITY REMAI
UNCONFIRMED, THE CRIME

LORD'S REACH IS ABOMINABLY
COMPREHENSIVE. ONLY
YESTERDAY..
ANOTHER '\
OF HIS FOUL

DENS WAS

"SHAREZAN PROFITS
FROM THE MISERY
OF OTHERS. BUT OUR
ACTIONS ARE SOWING.
PISSENSION WITHIN HIS
RANKS. WE'VE HEARD
THAT ONE OF HIS MAIN
ALLIES IS LOOKING
TO SPLIT WITH HIS
ORGANIZATI

WE'RE
PUTTING WORD
OUT THAT WE'LL OFFER
THEM SANCTUARY
FOR THEIR

INFORMATION,

THEN
WE'LL HAVE HIM,
1

BUT FOR
NOW, INVESTIGATIONS
ARE ONGOING, T
PRESUME?
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WE NEEP
NEW MEMBERS
AND NEW IPEAS.
YOUR BEING HERE
IS THE START

DIRIN, WE.
MUST FIND OUR
HONOREP GUEST
A ROOM--FOR
HER AND HER

. COMPANIONS.

ILL GET

ONIT RIGHT

AWAY, LORD
MASTRELL.

S0, You
BELIEVE OUR
LORP MASTRELL.
1S BECOMING
MORE OPEN TO
CHANGE?

LIKE A MAN SINKING IN
DEEP SAND. I DARE
NOT SPECULATE
WHICH.

BUT MY
POSTING AS HIS
GUARD LEAVES ME
UNCOMFORTABLE,
LADY JUPGE.

IF ONE DIES "
NOBLY FOR AN EVIL &
CAUSE ARE THEY
A MISGUIDED
HERO--
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AND IT ENPED UP
KILLING HIM.

ORILE..Z
WHAT HAPPENEDZ
WHAT DIp YoU
> po7
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NO, BEFORE
THEN EVEN. YOU WERE

OUTCLASSED FROM THE
MOMENT YOU STOOD BEFORE

YOUR FATHER AND WERE
o TESTED ALL THOSE YEARS

AGO. TESTED ANP
FAILEZ
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MY FATHER THE LORD
MASTRELL TRIEP TO
MAKE ME SEE SENSE,
BUT IT ONLY MAPE ME
FIGHT HARDER.

UNTIL ONE
DAY I WAS JUST
FIGHTING. I'D
LOST SIGHT OF
WHAT IT WAS T
WAS ACTUALLY
FIGHTING FOR.





OEBPS/Image00001.jpg





OEBPS/Image00122.jpg
/)'r | 1—4'5}:’\






OEBPS/Image00004.jpg





OEBPS/Image00125.jpg
you
CAN'T EVER
DEFEAT ME,
KENTON.

I HAVE
[ ALWAYS BEEN
STRONGER
THAN YoU.

ANC
I ALWAY:
W/LLW SE?






OEBPS/Image00003.jpg
PREVIOUSLY...

he planet Taldain is tidally locked-one side forever bathed
by the brilliance of the beating sun while the other remains
permanently in darkness.

On dayside. the legendary Sand Masters were once revered for
their mastery of the magically-charged white sand that dominates
the landscape, and which they could manipulate to form huge
constructions. for personal flight and for breathtaking displays of
combat. However,in their arrogance. the Sand Masters have become
remote, and forces within the Taisha ruling council are moving to
oust them from their once-celebrated role.

Having lost most of their number in a bloody ambush organized by
unknown forces, the remaining Sand Masters now turn to Kenton as
their leader. Half-darksider. Kenton is the son of the previous Lord
Mastrell, but his own powers of sand manipulation are notoriously
paltry compared o those of his contemporaries .. or 50 it seems.

Assigned a bodyguard by the Taisha council, Kenton is given two
weeks to convince its leery councilors of the value of the Sand
Masters to Dayside society. Adding to Kenton's woes. many of his.
own people seem to be plotting against him under the more forthright
Drile, while the bodyguard assigned to protect him-Senior Trackt
Ais-despises sand mastery as heretical to her own beliefs. It seems
that Kenton's only allies are Aarik, a childhood friend who has just
returned after traveling the world, and Duchess Khrissalla-better
known as Khriss-who has traveled from Darkside in search of the
sand masters whom her late fiancé hoped could bring stability to
her own troubled land, as well as Lord Admiral Delius. a drunken
buffoon who is member of the Taisha council.

Now. once more Khriss has arrived at the Diem. home of the Sand
Masters, to petition them for help-and this time, she wants the
secrets of sand mastery ...
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BUT AT THE START,
ALL THOSE YEARS
AGO, 1 HAD BELIEVED
IN MY ABILITIES.

HE'S
POING IT. HE'S i
. FIGHTING
BACK.

KENTON ALWAYS.
INSISTED HE COULD PO
MORE WITH ONE R/
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE
COULD PO WITH POZENS,
ELORNN. HE ALWAYS
SAIP THAT.
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"THE NOBLEWOMAN FROM

DARKSIPE PETITIONED THE
RY'KENSHA FOR ACCEPTANCE

INTO THE SAND MASTER GUILD"

WELCOME,
DUCHESS. WE'LL

HAVE TO GET
YOU SPEAKING
LOSSANDIN IF
YOU'RE TO STAY
HERE.

LORD
MASTRELL, I'VE
PECIPED!
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FATHER DIP THIS VERY THING WHEN
THE KERZTIANS ATTACKED US...
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HALL OF

SENIOR
TRACKT AlS
TO SEE LADY

JUPGE

HEELIS.

I KNOW MY WAY.
THE LAST TIME T
A, YES, WAS HERE.

SHE'S
EXPECTING
You.

.THE INVESTIGATION
INTO THE CRIME LORP INSTEAD, IM STUCK NURSEMAIDING
SHAREZAN HAD NEARED ! THE RY'KENSHA AND HIS UNHOLY DIEM.
A CRITICAL STAGE.

PRESENCE

NEErigaTion |

INVE: YOUR TASK
IS MISSED. OF GUARDING

IN NINE DAYS
MY ASSIGNMENT
WILL BE OVER,
TAIN--AND IT WILL
HAVE BEEN WORTH
IT TO ERADICATE

V sharezans ceTTnG
PESPERATE, AND HE'LL Y
MAKE MISTAKES SOON
ENOUGH. T JUST WISH I

COULD HEAD THE
INVESTIGATION.

IT OFFENDS

ME, BUT YOU
KNOW THAT, LADY

JUPGE. I'M REQUIRED

TO HATE HIM. IT'S

APITY, BUT T

DON'T HAVE A

CHOICE.

UNDER KENTON'S
LEAPERSHIP, THE DIEM
1S CHANGING AT A
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7

MY EYES ARE BURNING. IM
f DRYING OUT, MY WHOLE BODY
EXPENDING MOISTURE WITH
EVERY ATTACK.
\
R

BUT THIS ceAsep |8
BEING A FIGHT
MINUTES AG«
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KHRISS AND BAON ARE
THE ONLY ONES OF US

I WONPER HOW AARIK
FOUND LIFE ON DARKSIDE,
CARED. e
YET ANOT]
SONALITY THERE
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AlS, IS
THERE SOME-
THING--7 THERE
ARE DARK SPOTS
ON THE FLOOR.
HERE AND AGAIN
HERE.

BLOOP LIKE
WATER OR OTHER LIQUIPS
WOULP TURN SAND BLACK.

BUT WHOEVER SPILT THIS
BLOOP HAS TAKEN
CARE TO CLEAN THE
FLOOR WELL.

WHAT IS
ITZ SPENT SANDZ
WAS SOMEONE
AT i WHAT PO YOU MEAN,
. NO, IT'S 'PROFESSIONALLY"Z
BLOOP, NOT
SAND.
WHY 1S
THERE NO SHEET

OFFICER GREMTZ
THE LORD GENERAL
USEP ONE, T
ASSUME.

THEY PID IT CAREFULLY,,.
PROFESSIONALLY,

UH, YES, HE LIKED THE
FEEL OF SHALRIM--THE LORD GENERAL
PREFERREP IT OVER PARKSIPE
MATERIALS,

SHALRIM'S
RENOWNED FOR
BEING STRONG AS
WELL AS COMFORT-
ABLE. SOMEONE
COULD HAVE USED THE
SHEET TO BINP OR
TRANSPORT
HIM.

BUT THE
PEOPLE WHO PIP.
THIS PROBABLY COULDN'T
HAVE GOTTEN HIM OUT OF
THE TOWER--THERE ARE
TOO MANY GUARPS.
TILL
WOULP HAVE TO
EEHERE, BE SOMEWHERE HE
WOULDPN'T EASILY
BE FOUND. IS THERE
ABASEMENT
TO THE
TOWERZ
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EVEN IF HE
HAD GOT FREE, .
HIS LEG WOULD HAVE \
MAPE IT DIFFICULT TO
CLIMB THE STAIRS,

WHEN HE WAS FIGHTING

AlISHA!

IT WASN'T
SHAREZAN WHO
CAME FOR US THAT
DAY IN THE CITY,
RY'KENSHA.

SHAREZAN
MUST HAVE BEEN
ONTO HIM AND SET
THAT BOMB. WE WERE
LUCKY TO ESCAPE
ALIVE. RAAGENT,

THAT SANPLING
ON THE DEEP

WHICH
MEANS HE..
WOULD HAVE
WALKED WITH

. A

"--IT WAS LORP
RAAGENT,
HOPING TO GET
OUT FROM LNPER
THE HOLD
SHAREZAN HAD
ON HIM--"

T

IF ONLY
HE HAD FOUND
SOME WAY TO
TRY AGAIN.
INSTEAD LORD
RAAGENT, RESPECTED
MEMBER OF THE
TAISHA--AND MY ONLY
WITNESS AGAINS
SHAREZAN-
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PRUGGED AS

WELL., SEE ON HIS

LIPS, TRACES OF KAMO.

A KERZTIAN HERB WHICH

HEIGHTENS EMOTIONS-~

OR, IN THIS CASE,
FEA,

THEY TIED.

HIM WITH HIS OWN
BEPSHEET HERE, IN
THE PARKNESS, AND CUT
OFF HIS EYELIDS SO THAT
HE COULP NOT HIPE FROM
THE HORRORS HIS
MINP CONJURED AS
THE CANDLES
BURNT OUT.

NO ONE
WOULP HAVE
HEARP HIS SCREAMING

POWN HERE, NOT WITH
SUCH A LONG
STAIRCASE.
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AND HOLDING THE
SAND 1S EXPANDING
MY CONSCIOUSNESS,
TOO. I CAN FEEL
EVERYTHING AROUNP
ME AND..AND..IT'S...

IT'S LIKE THE SAND HAD ITS OWN
CONSCIOUSNESS ALL ALONG...
A CONSCIOUSNESS THAT HAD NO
FORM UNTIL I GAVE IT PIRECTION.

EVEN MASTRELLS
DPRIED OUT WITH
OVERMASTERY. THEY
MUST HAVE KNOWN
ABOUT THIS,
SURREPTITIOUSLY

NOTING WHO couLp
BREAK THROUGH
THE LIMITS.

ONLY THOSE WHO CouLp
WOULP HAVE BEEN TOLP THE
SECRET OF OVERMASTERING.
I HAVE TO SHARE THIS WITH
THE DIEM. IT'S KEY TO
REGAINING OUR STRENGTH.

TWENTY-FIVE RIBBONS
BUTI AGAINST FIVEZ THERE'S
HAVE TO NO POUBT WHO'LL
BEAT DRILE aﬁg’gﬂgé&, wr; LoAuR& m’J_sslE ;s'u.
FRST oRLE CONTROLS oK )

RIBBO

T'VE INCREASED
MY POWER TO
JUST FIVE.

BUT AT LEAST
NOW I MIGHT
LAST ALITTLE
LONGER.
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OH, KENTON.
THIS 1S WONDERFLUL.
YOU WERE RIGHT
THEN, ABOLT...

THEN
You HAVE A
CHANCE.

AH..UM...
ToonT N Pl et
r il S THINK Y01/ THAT Wi NEED voﬁlz
el HAVE TO FIND SKILLS TO FIND THE
VOTE, AND' HE COULD e LORD GENERAL:
BE ANYWHERE IN : ; Alg, IF YOU CAN
KEZARE RIGHT oni e
NOW. ICANT TO OBSERVE YOU,
SPEAK DAYSIE, LORD MASTRELL,
KENTON. TELL THE ERHAPS -~
TRACKT THAT WE. < PROTECT YOU. I AM
NEEP HER SKILLE TO NOT HERE TO
FIND THE LORD . HELP YOU.
CenERAL, X

SHE WON'T HELF,

v
. . THERE'S A
e PEOLE  MISSING TAISHA! L
ME AND REMIND HER THAT COULD BE IN DANGH
IT'S HER PUTY TO DUCHESS KHRISSALLA BELIEVES
FIND HIM, HER THAT, AS A TRACKT, YOU SHOULP
ASSIGNMENT PRIORITIZE HIS WELLSEING
BE DAMNED. OVER MINEY

HMMM HER POINT
/ S A LL-REASONED. FOR
TELL i I wouLV SOONER PRIORITIZE
HER THAT HE 7 AW A TONK scoop's WELLEEIN@
COULD BE IN /4 l\ OVER YOURS, RY'KENSHA. S
DANGER. \ THEN, LET US START--
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EMPTY, You
SEEZ HE WAS
IN HERE, RESTING
FROM HIS
WOUNPS.

“--THE
SANPLING."

NS
S N
~ N

? HE PIDN'T
LIKE TO BE

B\ BECRICUEN,
KENTON...
SO He
WAS CONSTANTLY.
HOBBLING AROUND \

THE TOWER. THE
SERVANTS COULDN'T
KEEP HIM TO HIS.
CHAMBERS.
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y GOOP TO SEE
YOU, LAD, PESPITE THE
CIRCUMSTANCES,

TRUTH IS,

THE LORP
GENERALZ WHY, HE
WENT SOUTH WITH
LORP VEY.

IJUs’
GOT BACK FROM
LRAEZARE AND T

WAS NEVER
WITH HIM.

WELL..WE PON'T
KNOW WHERE HE IS. HE
LEFT WITHOUT TELLING
ANYONE, KENTON, <SIGHE T

WHICH ISN'T LIKE WISH I couLp
HIM. WE'RE HELP Y-~

WORRIED.

AND YOU
PIPN'T TELL
ANYONEZ

SHOW ME
TO HIS ROOM,
OFFICER,

WE PIPN'T

THIS ISN'T
AL fir
PROFESS/ E,
INVOLYED? RaLRY T iAo | , SENIOR.

FIND RAAGENT BEFORE
TOMORROW'S VOTE
OR THE PIEM
IS LOST.
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MINUTE'S
UP, TRACKT,
BE ON YOUR

WAY.

BUT I HAVE
NOT MAPE A
PECISION. T
NEEP MORE
TIME.

OUT OF MY
WAY, PLEASE.

ZGASPE
PLEASE!

SAND LORD, WHERE AM 17 AND
WHERE ARE THE TRACKTSZ
WHY CAN'T I PECIDEZ WHY

CAN'T I BREATHE?

THE ORPHANAGE ..
SGASP: ON THE EAST
IDE. 3GASP: NEXT TO THE.
SGASPE.THE SANDLING
PENS, IT'S IN PANGER.
LOOK FOR..ZGASP...
A FIREBOMB.

YOUR
BREATHING
IS ERRATIC,
MAAM, AND

I THINK...

WHERE PIP
SHAREZAN SAY
HE'? GO7 THE
ORPHANAGE?

SENIOR AISZ.

ARE YOU WOUNDED--7
WHAT'S--7

LY oo |
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HAN.
NEVER ACCEPT
A WEAPON FROM
SOMEONE YoU
DON'T TRUST,
A5,

OH, BUT
YOU PIP TRUST
ME, PIPN'T YOUZ
IF ONLY NILTO HAP
HANDED you
THE WEAPON,

AS FOR YOU, THE
TRACKT WHO KEEPS YOUR
EMOTIONS WOUNP SO TIGHTLY,
I'M CONVINCED THERE IS A RAGING
CONFLICT INSIPE. ARE YOU A BELIEVER
OR A SINNERZ A COLD-HEARTED
WARRIOR, OR A LOVING
MOTHER?Z WE'LL
FIND OUT.

MY ASSOCIATE.

HERE, LOKMLEN, HAS SET UP A
FIRETRAP IN A LOCAL ORPHANAGE--
THE ONE WHERE YOU WERE
RAISED, IN FACT.

ORPHANS MAKE SUCH
HEART-WRENCHING VICTIMS,
S0 INNOCENT YET NO ONE
TO MOURN THEM.

OR WOLLP You
PRIORITIZE SAVING SOMEONE
WITH A MORE PERSONAL
CONNECTION?

AND NOW FOR
OUR PROJECT.
THANKS TO YOU, WY
OPERATION IS FATALLY
COMPROMISED, SO T
SHALL BE TAKING
SOME TIME OFF. BUT
BEFORE I PO T
WISH TO INPULGE
A HoBBY OF
MINE. I'M FASCINATED
BY EXPLORING PEOPLE'S
FLAWS AND FINPING THEIR
BREAKING POINT. POOR LORD
RAAGENT WAS S0 AFRAID OF
THE DARK, FOR INSTANCE, IT
WAS ENOUGH TO PRIVE
HIM INSANE.

DUTY OR FAMILY, AISZ
CHOOSE QUICKLY--MY MEN WILL
LET YOU LEAVE HERE IN
ONE MINUTE..

BUT
REGRETTABLY
YOU WON'T HAVE
TIME TO SAVE
BOTH.

IN A MINUTE
THE PECISION
MUST BE
MADE. THE
IMPOSSIBLE
CHOICE.
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OF PERSON IS

AARIK...
MY FRIEND. MY
OLDEST FRIEND.
I'M SORRY. IM SO
SORRY. I CAME TO
FIND YOUR FATHER,
BUT I NEVER
EXPECTED...

YOU WANT
TO ASK ME, KENTON.
PLEASE DON'T.

/ IHAVE
TO. YOU KNOW
1 HAVE TO.

I HATE THAT
IT'S HERE, RIGHT NOW,
WITH WHAT'S JUST
HAPPENED, BUT...

AARIK, WILL YOU
TAKE YOUR FATHER'S '\
POSITION, BECOME LORD
GENERAL, S0 YOU CAN
VOTE FOR THE DIEM
TOMORROWZ =
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KENTON,
YOU'RE VERY
QUIET.

2 I'VE DESTROYED
MY FRIEND--AARIK, WHY
DIPN'T ANYONE EVER WARN
ME THE PRICE I WOULD HAVE
TO PAY FOR BEING LORD
MASTRELLZ

LEAPERSHIP
IS A BURPEN, KENTON.
IT WASN'T AN EASY
CHOICE, BUT YOU MAPE
THE RIGHT PECISION
FOR THE DIEM.
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. I'LL ASSIGN
A TEAM IMMEPIATELY
TO INVESTIGATE POOR LORP
RAAGENT'S PEATH FULLY.
YOU NEED NOT CONCERN
YOURSELF WITH
THAT.

INSTEAD, PLEASE
GET BACK TO YOUR PUTIES
PROTECTING THE LORD
MASTRELL.

AIS!| IM GLAD \
AS yOU \ THEN
WISH, LADY Zojuen YOU'LL NEED ONE
HEELIS, ) . OF THESE, MAAM,
FOR YOUR OWN
2 oA THERE'S GOOP N PROTECTION. _,
contii o wASTE NEWS! WEVE FOUND
STEAD SHAREZAN. I ORGANIZED
APNG AN ACTIAL THE RAIP MYSELF IN YOUR
NVESTIGTION ABSENCE. WOULP
YoU JOIN US7

IWISHIPD
BEEN HERE TO
ORGANIZE THIS, BUT
I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
IMPRESSED WITH YOUR
THOROUGHNESS,
TAIN. HOW PIP You
TRACK POWN
THE ELUSIVE
BASTARD?

FINALLY,
SOME GENLINE

GOOP NEWS. OF
COURSE I WILL
JOIN You.
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OTHERS WOULP
AGREE WITH YOU, KHRISS.
WHAT I ASKED OF AARIK..IT
WAS NOTHING INHERENTLY
WRONG OR IMMORAL. BUT T
THINK I'VE CRUSHED
HIS OPTIMISM..

AND THAT'S
ALL HE HAD.
WITHOUT IT, MY
FRIEND AARIK
CEASES TO
EXIST.

SAND
MASTER--

BEFORE ‘/DéJ e
SAY ANYTHING, T
DON'T NEED A PEP THAT, KENTON. IT'S
TALK, BAON. NOT THE MURPER. NO ONE
RIGHT NOW. THOUGHT TO ASK WHY
THIS LORD GENERAL
WAS KILLED,

THAT'S FOR
THE TRACKTS TO
DETERMINE.

THINK THAT WAY, SAND OVERSIGHTS, SAND
ME AS VERY MASTER? BECAUSE IF R
CONVENIENT F I WERE YOUR ENEMY, mazies

IT'S EXACTLY
WHAT ;SNDULV

EVEN THE
IT srmxzs ORE YO SUEE THEY BEST OF US MAKES
or

YOUR STRONGEST
SUPPORTERS
WAS MURPERED
THE DAY I'M CERTAN AIS
BEFORE THE HAS CONSIDERED THAT

VOTE. POSSIBILITY..

BUT THE
KERZTIANS
SIMPLY WOULPN'T
2O THAT. IT
WOLLD BREAK

"BAON, YOU ESCORT KHRISS
BACK TO THE DIEM. I'LL GO
AND SEE WHAT AIS THINKS."
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THEN..WHATZ YOU--!
YOU'RE HIMZ YOLI'RE
SHAREZAN?

YOU.SOLP
YOURSELF TO

WHAT BETTER
COVER FOR A CRIMINAL, AlS,
THAN AS A TRACKT?Z

~ APMITTEDLY,

THIS IPENTITY HAS SOMETIMES YOU MOVED
SERVED ME WELL OVER ¥ 155 quiicKLY EVEN FOR ME TO
THE YEARS, TO REMAIN A DO ANYTHING. YOU REALLY

STEP AHEAD OF THE
AUTHORITIES. pe. HAV%\@TZEX[‘;’ZE’ETKC

I ALWAYS THOUGHT Y
SHAREZAN WOULD TURN
OUT TO BE NILTO, THE |
LORD BEGGAR.

YOU SUSPECTED
NILTOZ EVERYONE IN TRACKT HALL
KNEW YOU HAP SUSPICIONS, BUT YOU
WOLULP NEVER SAY. IF T HAP KNOWN I
COULP HAVE CONVENIENTLY
FRAMED HIM.

BUT EVEN KNOWING
EVERYTHING ABOUT YOU, IT
HAS BEEN PIFFICULT TO
STAY %EW OF

YOU HAVE SLOWLY
CHIPPED AWAY AT MY EMPIRE.
AND NOW, I BARELY HAVE
ANYTHING LEFT.
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"IT WAS LOKMLEN~--THE MAN
YOU CAUGHT TWO WEEKS AGO.
HE FINALLY BROKE POWN AND
TOLP US THE LOCATION OF
SHAREZAN'S SAFE HOUSE."

NON-PESCRIPT
ANP HIPDEN IN PLAIN
SIGHT. HOW TYPICAL

OF SHAREZAN. o

MY SQUAD
1S IN HERE

TAIN, UP
THERE! WE'VE BEEN
BETRAYEZ






