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During a time when women had no rights in the newly formed British empire, Anne Bonny chose to

leave her husband and make a name for herself on a pirate ship. Let’s not forget that it was also tabooto
have a woman on a ship in the first place. Piracy offered Anne, and all others that chose the life, a form of
resistance against the crown. Flying the skull and crossbones was a revolt by indentured servants, runaway
slaves, disgruntled sailors, and even women. Despite race, religion, nationality, and language, these pirates
all found a community aboard their ships that life in the empire denied them. Many of these pirates were
even politically motivated, using their ships and influence to cut off supply lines, and severing the trade
routes of slaves to the sugar plantations of America and the West Indies. While initially trying to catch
pirates, the Royal Navy eventually came to fear them and hoped to avoid encounters.

Of course, legends were spun about the murdering pirates that would torture all men, women, and
children they came in contact with. It was all the great British Empire could do to disillusion anyone siding
with these motley rebels or, worse, thinking of joining them. Despite these wildly exaggerated rumors
about demonic pirates, many ordinary people thought of pirates as a kind of folk hero. There was not

a place for them in the society that the British Empire was creating, so they fought to create their own
spaces and, along with it, fortunes.

Our story begins at the end of this Golden age of piracy, at a time when the crown had simply had
enough. Pirates were wreaking extreme havoc, and something (or someone) needed to stop them.

Cue Woodes Rogers, the man sent to bring peace to the Bahamas and a war hero from England’s most
recent war with France and Spain. Interestingly, Woodes served as a privateer during the war and felt he
had a general understanding of how pirates thought and operated. Rogers was devoted to his King and
Country in every way possible, and he was not willing to fail in his task of pacifying the seas (or, really, just
returning supremacy to the Royal Navy and not a motley assortment of roguish criminals).

A MAN AMONG YE is an attempt at living on the edge of fact and fiction. We don't know what the
adventures of Anne, Mary, and Jack really look like, but we know the time period they lived in and the
kinds of issues that pirates were dealing with. More importantly, we know why these three and their crews
would choose a life under the black flag and why, despite Rogers’ best efforts, they would fight tooth and
nail to hang onto that lifestyle. i

So, we hope you enjoy this tale and feel a little inspired to add some adventure and rebellion to your life
(just so long as you maintain social distancing). /

Your Co-Captain and Gunner (because | wanna ﬁre the canons!), 5

-Stephanie
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| think everyone’s hometown has a tradition or event of some kind that seems absolutely normal until you
leave home and realize no one else has heard of this thing and thinks it sounds really odd. Well, I'm from
Tampa, FL, and we really like pirates. And | don't mean in a “we named our football team the Buccaneers”
kind of way—I mean the kind of pirate obsession that spans week-long festivals with giant pirate parades
and models of pirate ships invading Tampa Bay, and drunken Floridians dressed as pirates demanding the
keys to the city from the mayor...Yeah, we call this tradition Gasparilla in honor of a pirate named José
Gaspar (probably a fictitious pirate, by the way) who was said to wander the Bay area. Pirates (and drunk
people on boats throwing beads)...that's kind of our thing.

I mention Gasparilla because 1) it's really odd and funny, and 2) because | find it fascinating just how
much pirate lore and mythology has invaded (hehe) our lives. Pirate fact is a bit tough to come by, but
the legends and myths about these oftentimes larger-than-life rebels live on in popular culture to ignite
a sense of adventure for the audience. Anne Bonny is one such pirate legend who is definitely more myth
than fact. Unlike José Gaspar, there is actually record that Bonny existed, but that record is pretty scarce.

What we do know comes from A General History of the Pyrates written by Captain Charles Johnson. Or was
it? Some accounts cite that this book was actually written by Daniel Defoe. So, this very trustworthy source
by one of the aforementioned authors tells us that Anne Bonny was born in Ireland somewhere around
1700. After getting married, she moved to Nassau with her husband, where she met Captain “Calico Jack”
Rackham and ran off with him as his lover and partner.

Some accounts say that Anne had red hair. Some say she didn’t.

Some sources say that Anne liked to flash her breasts at men before killing them, just so they knew their
life was ended by a woman. But still others claim that Anne preferred to dress only in men’s clothing and
conceal her sex.

Others say Anne had a relationship with her female companion Mary Read, not Jack.

After the capture of Anne and Mary, some legends state that the women staved off the noose by citing
pregnancies.

While it's unfortunate that not more is known about the most notorious female pirate of all time, | think
this is what makes her such an interesting character to write about, especially when we consider the time
period she lived in and what we do know that she chose as her vocation—piracy. Sure, pirates are often
portrayed in pop culture as drunk, savage, ruthless, dirty, cunning...and afraid of crocodiles, but there is
so much more to choosing a life of piracy. And that's exactly what Anne did. Choose.
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Meet The Crew

- Stephanie Phillips

ey
. Stephanie is an American author and creator of comics and graphic
» - novels such as The Butcher of Paris, Artemis and the Assassin, and

Descendent. Her stories and comics have been published by DC, Dark

Horse, Heavy Metal, AfterShock, Black Mask, and more. She’s also pretty
’ ; sure that Carole Baskin fed her husband to the tigers.
-

(raig Cermak

Craig has drawn Elvira, Bettie Page, Voltron: Year One, and was co-creator
of Red Team (Dynamite Comics), as well as the soon-to-be-released title
Nursery (First Comics). He's also been working on an original sci-fi project
titled Carnus. His days and nights are spent at the drawing table on the
North Side of Chicago, aided by dark chocolate and green tea and his
trusty cat, Barda.

Brittany is an illustrator and can often be found coloring inside the lines
with reckless abandon to bring great comic books to fruition. They've
worked on wonderful games such as Marve!: Crisis Protocol, Humblewood
5e as well as done a plethora of coloring work for Dynamite, IDW, and

~ Marvel.When not social distancing, they can be found in Philadelphia,
PA, furiously scribbling creator projects like Galaxy Shark and EyeGuy,
sculpting, skateboarding, and soldering cool stuff together.

Troy Peteri

Troy, Dave Lanphear, and Joshua Cozine are collectively known as A Larger
World Studios. They've lettered everything from The Avengers, lron Man,
Wolverine, Amazing Spider-Man, and X-Men to more recent titles such as
WITCHBLADE, CYBERFORCE, and Batman/Wonder Woman: The Brave & The
Bold.They can be reached at studio@alargerworld.com for your lettering
and design needs. (Hooray, commerce!)
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