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SOMEWHERE IN THE ASSCRACK OF THE MEDITERRANEAN...

A\N .

HOwW DID
/ IT €07
P T

I'LL TELL
YOU LATER!




ALRIGHT!

JOB HUNTING,
HERE WE GO.

WAS BANNED

FROM THAT PLACE...

UNDERPERFORMED
HERE...

%? OVERQUALIFIED
THERE...

OH, LOOK!

THIS ONE HAS
MY NAME ON IT. J

 'DON'T EVER
A APPLY AGAIN!"







BEEN 2 YEARAG GINgE 0T —— |
I'VE GRADUATED..? 11171 ITIITLT
~—— L L L L L IgL I N ) >
—

LET'S SEE

e C—

1 |

SO DESPERATE, b =
LOOKING FOR A JOB 1
HERE... p

I GUESS T'LL TAKE
WHATEVER I CAN GET.

LOOKS LIKE

{ THIS ONE'S BEEN HERE
N\ FOR AWHLLE.

UH...HI,
CAN YOU TELL ME WHY THIS AD
1S SO CRUMMY AND COVERED
IN DUST?

IT FEELS LIKE
IT'S BEEN HANGING
ON THAT BOARD
FOR YEARS...

OH, THAT?

YOU MUST BE \
NEW HERE. _/




NOT REALLY--

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN,
WHY"Z

IT'S COMMON
KNOWLEDGE
AROUND
HERE...

I DON'T
KNOW IT FI
SO DONT
SLEEVE

BUT,
THERE HAS BEEN

ABOUT THAT PLACE -- AND
THERE.

BASICALLY...
A FRIEND OF A FRIEND

OF A FRIEND OF A JANITO
I ONCE KNEW WENT
THERE...

HE RETURNED
IN ONE WEEK--
COMPLETELY FREAKED
OouT.

THE GUY
WORKING THERE
IS A COMPLETE
CREEP.

A RUMOR GOING AROUND
MAD SCIENTIST WORKING

OH...SORRY. _ I JUST ASSUMED...
IT IS BECAUSE
EVERYONE KNOWS TO AVOID
THAT JOB LIKE
THE PLAGUE. 7

BUT,
OH WELL...

I GUESS
I CAN TELL
YOu...

REALLY
RST HAND,
TUG MY
ON IT..

THE

R

KNOW HOW TO
PICK ‘EM...




I MEAN
I D/IP MAJOR
IN CHEMISTRY...

THIS
DOES SEEM LIKE
MY LINE OF

WORK...

“COMMON
KNOWLEDGE.”

COLLEGE
BULLSHIT.

I WOULDN'T IF I WERE YOU.

THE GUY IS A TOTAL CREEP,
AND THAT’S JUST
COMMON KNOWLEDGE.




&\




YOU...NEED
AN ASSISTANT
WITH CHEMISTRY
EXPERTISE?

s
WHAT I NEED.

AMONG
OTHER THINGS.

HOWEVER,
BEFORE WE CONTINUE,
I NEED TO VIEW YOUR

CREDENTIALS.

HOLY CRAP,
THAT VOICE IS
50 CREEPY..

; THAT GIRL
_ WASN'T KIDDING...

I HAVE SENT
MY CREDENTIALS VIA
EMAIL, AS IT WAS REQUESTED
IN THE AD.

DID YOU NOT
RECEIVE THEM

COULD SEND
THEM AGAIN...?7




THAT WON'T BE
NECESSARY, I RECEIVED IT...
MISS...MRS?

MisS
ELLIOT TORRES,
THESE ARE SOME IMPRESSIVE
SCORES HERE.

HOWEVER,
I WILL NEED TO EVALUATE YOUR
SKILLS IN PERSON.

SHOULD I SIGN YOU UP FOR
A TRIAL PERIOD?

WHAT EMAIL YOU
WILL I BE DOING... A LIST OF
EXACTLY?

othergstufiy

Neuwe

AND
WHAT ABOUT
WORK HOURS?

ALSO...
THIS PLACE
SEEMS A LITTLE
DESOLATE...

WHAT ABOUT
TRANSPORT?

r




——

—

WORK HOURS?\/

WORKING
WHICH

OF COl

THAT ARE

YOU WILL BE

ADEQUATELY
COMPENSATED.
IR

YOU SATISFY ALL OF
THE GIVEN CONDITIONS

OF YOu.

AND LODGING

OVERTIME,
WILL BE

URSE,

REQUIRED

THE
TRANSPORT

ARE TAKEN
CARE OF.

WELL.

THANK YOU
FOR ALL THE INFO,

AH..

OF COURSE.

\ WILL NEED TO
THINK ABOUT THIS
PROPOSAL.

HAVE A NICE DAY.

DOCTOR...

~..DOCTOR STENN.

YES...

I

GOODBYE! ),

/

I SHOULD
PROBABLY TAKE

A LOOK AT THOSE

OTHER JOBS.

ANY LUCK?

JUST A
PROFESSIONAL
PRANK CALL.

You
GET THOSE
A LOT
LATELY.




FOUND ANYTHING?

OH,
DON'T GIVE ME
THAT LOOK! you KNOW
I AM DOING EVERYTHING

ARE YOU
REALLY?

YOu
HAVE BEEN
UNEMPLOYED
FOR 2 YEARS
Now!!

HOW HARD
CAN IT POSSIBLY BE
TO HOLD ON TO
JUST ONE JOB!?

I AM SERIOUSLY
STARTING TO
QUESTION YOUR
INTELLIGENCE.




I'M SORRY.

THAT WAS
A LITTLE OUT OF
LINE.

BUT,
THE SITUATION
IS BAD...

WE ARE ALL
UNDER A LOT OF
STRESS LATELY.

MY MATERNITY
LEAVE BENEFITS,
AND HENRY'S DAY JOB,
IT IS STILL NOT ENOUGH
TO COVER ALL THE
‘ UTILITIES AND OTHER

EXPENSES...

/ AND NOow
WITH MOM IN THE
HOSPITAL... A

WE MIGHT N
END UP HAVING
TO DO WITHOUT
ELECTRICITY OR
TELEPHONE NEXT /
MONTH.

MAKING SURE
MOM GETS ALL THE MEDICAL CARE
SHE NEEDS RIGHT NOW SHOULD BE
OUR TOP PRIORITY.

IF YOU DON'T
GET A JOB SOON
WE WILL HAVE TO START
CUTTING CORNERS
FOR GOOD.

I KNOW
ALL OF
THAT!!!

I'VE
HAD THE WORST
LUCK WITH FINDING
JOBS LATELY.

I EITHER
LACKED THE
SKILL AND GOT|
DUMPED..

OR
ENDED UP
WORKING FOR
THE WEIRDEST,

CREEPIEST

YOU ARE
EXAGGERATING.




NOW, \
( Look Here...

| eevewes rws ones secause 2 ooy ey |
2

| THIs MiGHT sEEM
DIFFICULT AT

BUT WITH ENOUGH
PRACTICE, YOU'LL DO
JUST FINE!

LOUIE = ( HE IS PASSIONATE
IS A SWEET ABOUT HIS WORK.
MAN! =

YOU COULD'VE , ‘
WORKED THERE... ‘ TIL YOU SEE HiM e
' cHoP A cow IN HALE..




THIS JOB WAS CERTAINLY...UNIQUE...IN ITS OWN WAY...

THIS AGAIN.

' UH... ° l ‘,
LET'S TRY

4 B
FOR THE N |
10TH TIME )
TODAY... &
DON'T
ENTANGLE

!
THE STRINGS! TS VERY

. SIMPLE.
I CAN'T
HELP IT!

THEY STICK
TO MY HANDS...

THAT IS o
BECAUSE YOU ARE \
DOING IT




sLAH MUMBLE Dot 1(=AH BLAH *
i BLAH Bl » ~wBLE/ BLAH BLAV

7/ 8

. AH BLAH

M BLAH BLAH

\BLAH BLAH

DO YOU FINALLY
UNDERSTAND?

YES,
OF COURSE.

ABSOLUTELY...
EVERY WORD.

WV GoD, T HOPE |

THAT IS JUST

N\ BLAH BLAH Bl
L AH BLAH




I KNOW HOW THIS
MIGHT SOUND TO YOU... .
BUT I DO NOT
HAVE A PROBLEM
FOCUSING.

HE WAS MUMBLING...

I COULDN'T HEAR
A WORD HE WAS
SAYING...

AFTER WHICH...

WELL... I COULDNT
JUST ASK HIM

TO REPEAT IT

ALL AGAIN...

IT WOULD
MAKE ME LOOK
UNPROFESSIONAL.

OR HE WOULD
THINK I AM JUST
TROLLING HIM!!

...MAKING FUN
OF HIM...

I SWEAR,
SOMETIMES 1
FEEL LIKE I NEED A
THESAURUS WHEN I'M

LISTENING TO
L ks




I ADMIT,
THAT WAS MY FAULT.

HEY YOU!

IT’S A ROLLING PIN,
NOT A WEAPON!

ALRIGHT,
I WILL sTOP YOU
RIGHT THERE!

I HOOKED YouU UP
FOR A JOB IN THE MOST POPULAR
BAKERY IN TOWN.

KNOWING THAT
WHATEVER FOOD THAT GOES
THROUGH YOUR HANDS

OFTEN ENDS UP.




| BEING A BIT ON THE...HARD SIDE...

THE DING7

OH! AND WHO COULD FORGET YOUR FAMOUS
CINNAM- I MEAN, CHARCOAL ROLLS!

WHAT'S kgt
. / I'VE GOT
WRONE?? £’ / A BAD FEELING
o / ABOUT




THANKS, S/S.

THAT _

MAKES ME FEEL
SO MUCH
BETTER.

'

DON'T POUT...

L LOOK AT IT FROM
THE BRIGHT SIDE!

AFTER THAT,

I DIDN'T HAVE TO FEAR
FOOD POISONING AT
LEAST FOR A
WEEK.

4 WELL ACTUALLY,
THERE /S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
REGULAR CHARCOAL AND ACTIVATED
CHARCOAL USED FOR MEDICINAL
PURPOSES.
YOU SEE,
ACTIVATED CHARCOAL,
OR IN OTHER TERMS CALLED
ACTIVATED CARBON

YOU ARE MISSING
THE POINT.

I WAS JusT
TEASING YOU,
DON'T TAKE IT
SO SERIOUSLY!

HONESTLY, THOUGH,

I THOUGHT THEY WOULD
HIRE YOU AS A CLEANING LADY,
NOT ASSIGN YOU TO KNEAD
THE DOUGH.

THAT
DECISION
CERTAINLY SUNK
THEIR POPULARITY
FOR AWHILE...




| THIS JOB... | | ...I DON'T KNOW... | | IT FELT TOO IMPOSING... |

THIS
5( SHOULDN'T BE
TOO HARD.

CAW!

I CERTAINLY THOUGH,
DIDN'T EXPECT  BY THE NAME IT
THIS KIND OF GOES BY...
PLACE...

IT'S NO
BIG DEAL.

ALL
I HAVE TO DO
IS FIND 20 PEOPLE
TO FILL THIS OUT.

I PROBABLY
SHOULD HAVE...




ﬂb'r.‘f-’:"{;': &% Y
- 7N L
s -

REALLY?
LET ME GUESS:

HE WAS BLIND
IN ONE EYE,

WAS LIMPING,

AND HAD A
BLOODY...

...SOMETHING
IN HIS HAND?

A CHISEL
AND A HAMMER,
YES.

YOU SEE?!

NOTHING BUT A BLOODY APRON
AND A STOVEPIPE HAT.

-JUGT IN
TIME FOR MY
PERFORMANCE!!

< :‘i’«ﬁ

\

Iy

I THINK I

GOT THE WRONG

DOOR...

YOU ARE
FINALLY STARTING
TO UNDERSTAND
ME.

HE ALSO WORE




BELIEVE PEOPLE
WOULD PASS ON

| AM SURE
THERE ARE
TETRAGONAL
POTATOES EXISTING
SOMEWHERE
IN THIS WORLD.

THIS...EHHHH...

WHAT DO I EVEN SAY
ABOUT THIS ONE...

THIS ONE IS
ALREADY EAGER TO
BECOME A FRY.




L\ \S

) HY&%!
[ \

S s
i i

THIS ONE
1S COMPLETELY
ON You!

--AND DON'T EVER COME BACK//

Ay ALAERN IR

NO RIDICULOUS,
BLOWN OUT OF
PROPORTION STORY
CAN SAVE YOU HERE!

IT WAS \
AN EASY JOB,
AND YOU BLEW
T’

AND
WHY?22

BECAUSE
YOU WERE
BORED?77

g~
GIVE ME Y
A BREAK!

IT WILL NOT

PAMPER youU/ll/

| KNow!!!

BUT IT WAS
THE HARDEST

OF THEM ALL BECAUSE IT
WAS SO CRIPPLINGLY
MINDNUMBING!

IT FELT LIKE
A COMPLETE WASTE
OF TIME.

OH,
DON'T YOU GO ON

\ ABouT masTING
\ TIME/

YOuU DID
NOTHING ELSE \

BUT PLAYED GAMES
FOR TWO YEARS/




M SERIOUSY )
LOOK, I KNOwW
WHAT YOU MUST BE
THINKING, BUT I REALLY AM 1/ \
DOING THE BEST / 7 YOU ARE
I CAN. f : DOING YOUR
BEST TO MAKE
UP EXCUSES!

LISTEN HERE/

IT'S BEEN A YEAR SINCE HENRY
AND I MOVED HERE, AND ALL YOU HAVE
DONE IS S/T ON YOUR AsS/

AND I SAID NOTHING,
THINKING YOU HAD SOME
SORT OF PLAN --

OR
AT LEAST
A JOB ON
HOLD.

FROM MY
POINT OF VIEW,
YOU'RE FREELOADING
HERE, TOO.

MY HUSBAND'S
PAYCHECK AND MY
MATERNITY LEAVE BENEFITS ARE
CURRENTLY THE ONLY THINGS

KEEPING US AFLOAT!

—7 SO DON'T YOU DARE
[ MENTION FREELOADING
o

ME/Y




HELLOO FOR GOD'S SAKE,
POSTNATAL YOU'RE 27!
HORMONE A

BOMB.

YOU CAN'T
EXPECT MOM TO
PROVIDE FOR YOU YOUR
WHOLE LIFE!

ESPECIALLY NOW
AFTER HER SURGERY,
WHEN YOU KNOW
SHE WON'T BE ABLE TO
RETURN TO HER DAILY
JOB.

NOT FOR
AWHILE AT
LEAST..

OH YEAH.
THAT'S IT!!

RUB SALT - EXCUSE ME?
ALL OVER THAT
WOUND. YOU SAY THAT
AND YET, YOU ARE IS YOUR
DOING NOTHING TO ‘ LAZINESS
REPAIR THAT | IN ANY WAY
SITUATION. MY FAULT?

EASY FOR
YOU TO SAY!

YOU ALREADY
HAVE EVERYTHING PERFECT
IN YOUR LIFE!

THIS IS NOT
ABOUT YOU AND ME
COMPETING. IF WE WANT
TO GET OUT OF THIS CRISIS
WE NEED TO WORK
TOGETHER.
O YOU

UNDERSTAND
WHAT I'M
SAYING?




YOou
NEVER LOST

s d g -
NOTHING... } Bl AND YOU ARE

P~ THIS MUST \ 4 ALWAYS STRONG AND
LOOK SO SIMPLE TO A\ CONFIDENT REGARDLESS

SOMEONE WHO NEVER A 1 DON'T OF THE SITUATION.
HAD TO DEAL WITH
REJECTION... KNOW...

I JUST WISH
I WAS MORE
LIKE YOU...

I ONLY ACT CONFIDENT, _o N
BECAUSE IT MAKES PEOPLE
THINK THAT I AM COMPETENT L..HAVE TO GO.
AT WHAT I DO.

I THINK YOU
STRESS OUT WAY
TOO MUCH,
LOVE.

YOu
SHOULD
BELIEVE IN
YOURSELF
MORE.

THERE 1S ONE
MORE JOB
I SHOULD TRY.

GO WHERE?

WISH ME LUCK.




WELL...WHAT DO YOU KNOW...MY SISTER WAS RIGHT.




BUT INEVITABLY, THE FIRST DAY ON THE JOB IS ALWAYS THE HARDEST...

OOOKAY...

o IF I
SCREW UP HERE,
I'M DOOMED.

i

ONLY
ON YOUR
FINGERTIPS.

HAD A BOSS WITH ENOUGH PATIENCE...
= —

& |

LETS TRY YOUR COFFEE.

APPARENTLY SOME
REALLY HARDCORE
STOMACH LINING, TOO...

IT'S JUsST
A TAD TOO

NEXT TIME, i

TRY TO PUT A LITTLE

LESS COFFEE IN THAT
COFFEE.




AND DESPITE ME BEING A COMPLETE NOOB AT THIS JOB, THERE WERE SOME ASPECTS OF IT REFRESHINGLY FAMILIAR.

ONLY LESS TOXIC,
AND WITH TASTE.

ON THE OTHER HA RUSH HOUR WAS BY FAR THE BIGGEST CH

...TWO MACCHIATOS,
ONE LONG AND
ONE REGULAR.

" ONE REGULAR Y
COFFEE.

ONE MINT TEA.

I'LL BE {
RIGHT v N ONE CAPPUCCINO

THERE!! ) WITH SPRINKLES
/ ON TOP AND ONE

ORANGE JUICE.

AND SERIOUSLY,
YOU SHOULD BE TAKING
ORDERS, NOT ME.

OH...AND DON'T
FORGET WATER.




ELLY,
{ WOULD YOU LIKE
SOME MORE
SoupP?

L IT WAS EXHAUSTING g SO, I CRASHED WHENEVER MY BUTT TOUCHED THE CHAIR. \, DURING LUNCH...

OH, -
{ WHAT THE HELL, DIP YOU
CLARAZ? TERMINATE
— _ OUR INTERNET
: D\ PACKAGE?2?
ARE YOU ‘ oo
22 1 .
piERee I'M REALLY
HELLOOO?22 SORRY, ELLY.
BUT UNTIL WE
( GET THE HOSPITAL BILL,
I THINK WE SHOULD
TRY TO SAVE

Hodyy POF

IT’S FINE...
IT'S NOT LIKE I
WAS MAKING ANY

I JUST WISH \
YOU TOLD ME

I COULD INFORM
MY FRIENDS

OH, YEAH...ALSO ON A DATE WITH MY BOYFRIEND.

T
WANNA GO
SEE A MOVIE?

ARE YOU
OKAY,
SWEETIE?

YOU DON'T
LOOK sO
GOOoD.

DON'T SIT DOWN!
DON'T SIT DOWN!
DON'T SIT DOWN!
DON'T SIT DOWN!




—

...BUT I LEARNED THAT WITH ENOUGH WILLPOWER AND HARD WORK. ‘

TAK w /

[ ~ u e .
YOU WILL GET USED TO CRAZY SCHEDULES...

THIS DAY
WAS A KILLER!

| You wiLL succeep.

(] %
E g g A
S & Al
Y~ DON'T YOU , = E
8 WANT TO HAVE € S {
DINNER WITH N
S R

| PLEASE
" AREN'T YOU \ . DON'T KNOCK.

I GOT THE JOB _
I GOT THE JOB
I GOT THE JOB
1 GOT THE JOB




ELLY-VOLUTION OF A WAITRESS

Dy lu : «
—== R -]
e N
I o] il |
~N ? J \ : g |
RAAAARHHH!
\
/
— )
[




BUT THEN COMES THAT MOMENT.. [

WELL -- THEN LIFE COMES AROUND
THE CORNER...

SORRY, ELLIE.

I'M AFRAID
I'M GONNA
HAVE TO LET
YOU &O...




YOU HAVE GROWN A LOT
AS A WAITRESS -- THE ’ZEAL'T"/g?j; ]';HE SITUATION

AND
I COULDN'T BE MORE PROLD. e T e s UR.:&
re BUT... f«
WE ARE LIVING IN DIFFICULT &

=

IT'S NOT
LIKE THEY DON'T
HAVE BILLS TO PAY,
TOO...
AFFORD TO HAVE ONE
WAITRESS HERE.

»» A — -,
YEAH! TP

SO, FIRE
THE NOOB! KEEP THE
EXPERIENCED
ONE.

SO, YEAH...

THE EPIC
ONE THAT CAN
GET A JOB ANYWHERE
SHE WANTS --

I HATE IT WHEN
THEY TRY TO
SUGARCOAT THE A
TRUTH.. _giell

“IT'S NOT YOU,
IT'S THE ECONOMY.”
el

YOU HAVE BEEN
CHEWING ON THAT
SUBJECT FOR AT

LEAST AN HOUR

NOW...

LET'S FACE IT..

'M
- JUST BAD AT
— = —— EVERYTHING.

YOU DID AND HEY!
YOUR BEST. TWO

MONTHS! A new
RECORD!

THIS TIME
IT WASN'T YOUR
FAULT.

THAT'S
NOT VERY
COMFORTING.

BUT
YOU ARE MAKING

\a”” \ onezess.'




REALLY?

WHY
WOULD HE
BE HAPPY ABOUT

THAT?

AT LEAST
DANNY WILL BE
HAPPY I WAS
LET &O...

TO PUT IT MILDLY...OUR RELATIONSHIP WAS SUFFERING BECAUSE OF IT..

1

WE RARELY
EVER SEE EACH OTHER
ANYMORE.

... JusT
PLEASE BE PATIENT
WITH ME...

I JUST NEED
TO FIGURE HOW TO
BALANCE WORK AND
LIFE...

IT'S BEEN
GOING REALLY
GOOD sO
FAR.

MEAN TO PRY,
BUT IF IT'S TOO
MUCH FOR YOU,
MAYBE IT WOULD y>
BE BEST IF YOU
QUIT... —_

OBVIOUSLY,
THIS JOB IS TAKING
ITS TOLL ON




I JUST NEED
TO GET BACK IN SHAPE
AND I'LL BE MY
OLD SELF IN
NO TIME!

bt U
I DIDN'T \
GET A CHANCE
TO TELL YOU BUT
THIS YET, A WEEK AGO
I GOT HIRED BY A
GAME COMPANY FOR
MY FIRST LEGIT /
PROJECT.

THAT'S . &
AMAZING!!!

GOD,
YOU ARE SO LUCKY
TO GET A JOB
YOU LIKE!!

BESIDES,
SINCE YOU ARE \
A FREELANCER, YOU HAVE
FLEXIBLE WORK-HOURS, 4

R 2
IGHT SO You

CAN VISIT ME
HERE ANYTIME.

| EVEN LEARNED
TO BREW A MEAN
_ CUP O’ JOE.

YES, WELL...

I'D LOVE TO
BRAG ABOUT
IT..

BUT I GOTTA
GET BACK TO THE
STUDIO AS SOON
AS I CAN.

BETA
FOR THEIR NEW
GAME IS OUT AND
THERE'S ALREADY
A TON OF BUG
REPORTS.

IT WILL
TAKE AGES TO
FIX THEM
ALL.

SOUNDS
LIKE A WHOLE LOT
OF GRUNT WORK..

...SAYS
THE LADY
SERVING THE
DRINKS.




THIS IS WHAT %
I HAD IN MIND: SINCE
WE ARE BOTH
BUSY, WE WILL HAVE TO
START PLANNING OUR
MEETINGS.
YOU WORK

TIL 3 TOMORROW,
RIGHT?

THEN I'LL TRY
TO DO MOST OF MY
WORK TODAY AND TOMORROW
MORNING, SO I CAN GET SOME /
TIME OFF IN THE
EVENING.

IT WOULD

BE NICE TO HAVE AN
EVENING TO OURSELVES
AT LEAST ONCE

‘ TLL N
WHAT DO ; PUT ON
YOU SAYZ ‘, ; : SOMETHING |
‘ REALLY




ANYWAY...

I WENT
TO THE UNIVERSITY TODAY
AGAIN TO SEE IF THERE
ARE ANY NEW JOBS
AVAILABLE...

~ BASICALLY,
I'M EITHER
BLACKLISTED...

> » LONG TERM
7/ OR THERE S S : 3 EMPLOYMENT...
ARE ONLY g :
TEMPORARY S !
POSITIONS v
\ AVALABLE.

7~ IT'S THAT
: s - crEEPY GUY...
" FOR WHICH, "\, : 5

HONESTLY, \/[ IS HE STILL
1 DON'T HAVE - LOOKING FOR AN
THe PATIENCE A ASSISTANT?
| ANYMORE.

WOW...
HE SEEMS MORE

I THINK
THIS JOB IS
THE ONLY CHOICE
I HAVE LEFT.

OH HEY!

~  THIS
LOOKS LIKE YOUR
_KIND OF JOB... _{

SO WE
ARE BACK
TO THAT
ONE AGAIN,

—

YOU KNOW WHAT
YOU SHOULD DO?

TAKE A
BREAK TODAY.
YOU DESERVE

IT. _
AS FOR
THE JOB...

YOU CAN
CHECK IT OUT
TOMORROW
WHEN YOUR
MIND IS

YOU'RE
PROBABLY
RIGHT.




RIGHT
AFTER SHE TOLD ME WHAT DO I
I'M MADE FOR THIS REMEMBER
JOB... FROM THE LAST
NOT LIKE I INTERVIEW...
DIDN'T KNOW THAT
ALREADY.

RELAX,
SHE SAYS...

THESE WILL BE _WELL... ‘ :
YOUR TASKS... THE TASKS ARE  ANYONE ALSO...
NOT THAT  wiTH BASIC ‘
DIFFICULT. LABORATORY
TRAINING CAN
PERFORM e & |
gy - WORK HOURS?
BUT IF IT 1 " THERE IS
WAS SO EASY, d = > NO SUCH THING!
WHY 1S THIS | \ .
JOB STILL L \ YOU WILL BE
AVAILABLE?! > AT MY DISPOSAL
HE IS i/ 24/7
S [/ A TOTAL
THERE ) CREEP. A MUAHAHAHA!
.’7 w N 4

HAS TO BE A
CATCH! FRIEND
- OF A
FRIEND OF
A JANITOR \
WENT I REMEMBER

THERE... ‘ g NOW...

SCARY GUY...

SHADY
ENVIRONMENT...

LET'S
TECHNICALLY,
S SES O, NOTHING BAD HAPPENED
° TO THE PERSON WHO
RETURNED, RIGHT? I WOULD

LOSE MORE THAN
SO WHAT ELSE GAIN REALL
DO I KNOwW?

IT'S TOO RISKY.

1 NEED TO AND EVEN IF I
EVALUATE YOUR SKILLS HAD MONEY FOR A
IN PERSON 2-WAY TICKET...

| -~ I WOULD BE
] 1 I GET THAT.. COMPLETELY ALONE.
‘ BUT I

y HAVE TO NO ONE

S GET THERE TO HELP ME IF I
; ©OT INTO TROUBLE...
\ g X WHICH OR AID ME...
/ ; MEANS

IF I FAIL...

OR DIRECT ME?

WHAT IF L
GOT LOST?

BACK HOME
EMPTY-
HANDED...

I'M SUCH
A COWARD!




SHE WOULD
TAKE THE JOB,
WITH A SMILE

OF COURSE.

AND SHE

WOULD TRAVEL

TO MARS IF NEEDED,
LET ALONE
ANOTHER

WHY
IS MAKING
DECISIONS SO d X AND ME??

HARD!? s \

How
WOULD CLARA
DEAL WITH
THIS...

1 S/T AND
CRY ABOUT
IT

HELL... " YOU HEAR

SO FAR I'VE THAT, DOCTOR
I NEED TO | DONE JOBS WITH WORSE “CREEPY-VOICE?"

GET A GRIP! I NEVER KNEW THINGS THAN

THINGS NEED o 1 couLp. THIS...
TO START CHANGING  {Zepe 1o

AROUND HERE. CHANGE THIS IS MY

. : PROFESSION! AGAIN!
I CAN DO THIS! \

IAM
CALLING you!

I AM BOLD,
AND I AM

CONFIDENT. TOMORROW/Y

NOT ONLY AM 1
TALKING TO MYSELF LIKE
A COMPLETE LUNATIC--

BUT
I AM ALSO ARGUING
WITH A PIECE OF
PAPER.

WHO KNOWS...
I MIGHT JusT
FIT RIGHT IN.




ANYWAYS...

I BETTER
GET READY... IT's
ALMOST TIME FOR
MY DATE.

TWO HOURS LATER...

ALL DONE...
FINALLY...

LOOKS LIKE
IT’6 GONNA GET
STORMY OUTSIDE
REALLY SOON...

I BETTER HURRY
BEFORE THE RAIN
CATCHES UP

WITH ME. __f




IT'S
MISSING!!

WHERE IS IT?

WHERE 1S
T?7?

AWWWGH!

S
Jd crapy
J

-

...THE
DARKNESS
DIDN'T EAT
IT LIKE THE
LAST ONE...




MAYBE 1
SHOULD JusT

CALL RIGHT BECAUSE BY

TOMORROW...

WITH MY
CRAPPY LUCK...

...IT WILL EITHER
GET LOST IN ALL THE
PAPERS IN MY
ROOM...

IT MIGHT GET STOLEN
BY A BURGLAR...

THIS WILL FINALLY
COMPLETE MY JOB PAMPHLET
COLLECTION!!

IT WILL LOOK
BEAUTIFUL ON MY
WALL!

BECAUSE... WHY NOTZZ

DAMN YOU,
ALIENS!!

WHY MY
ROOM OF ALL
PLACES???

YEAH...SCREW THAT.

I'M CALLING
NOW.

AND IF THE
POSITION IS ALREADY
TAKEN --

-- AT LEAST
I'LL KNOw.







SEEMS LIKE
THERE IS NO ONE
N\ THERE.

MAYBE
I'M CALLING

AT THE WRONG & ;

TIME.

RE-APPLY?Z

WOULD
LIKE TO RE-APPLY
FOR THE ASSISTANT
POSITION.

HAVE YOU
BEEN HERE




...BUT

I CALLED TWO
MONTHS AGO,
AND I SENT MY
CREDENTIALS.

REGARDLESS OF
WHETHER OR NOT
YOU APPLIED

EARLIER --

-- L WILL
HAVE TO AsK YOU
TO REPEAT THAT
PROCESS
AGAIN.

AFTER ALL,
MANY PEOPLE APPLY HERE
EVERY DAY, YOU CAN'T EXPECT
ME TO REMEMBER EVERY
SINGLE ONE OF
YOu.

AND WHY
IS THAT?

1
NO LONGER
HAVE INTERNET
Access. A




IF YOU
ARE NOT
GOING TO TAKE
THIS
SERIOUSLY...

...THEN
I'M AFRAID
THERE IS
NOTHING
I CAN DO.

GOODBYE.

=

NONONONO/I!

IAM \
SERIOUS!

IDID
APPLYV

ALL THAT YOU
NEED SHOULD
BE THERE/

WHICH...
...OF COURSE,
1S NONE OF YOUR
CONCERN.

I'LL FIND A
WAY TO SEND
IT AGAIN.

HMM...
MAYBE
I CAN TRY
FROM DANIEL'S
PLACE...

THANK
YOU FOR
YOUR TIME.
N

GIVE OR I'M NOT
TAKE A FEW  ENTIRELY

ALRIGHT,
THEN.

TELL ME...

IS ALL
THE INFORMATION
ON YOUR FILE
CORRECT?

HOLD ON
\_A MINUTE.

ELLIOT
TORRES.

YOU sAY
YOU APPLIED TWO
MONTHS AGO?

YES,
OF COURSE!




NOW, LISTEN )
CAREFULLY...

I BOOKED YOU
A FLIGHT THAT LEAVES
FROM YOUR TOWN IN THREE
HOURS.

MAKE
SURE YOU ARE ON
IT.

GRAB A PENCIL
AND WRITE DOWN THE
AUTHENTICATION CODE
I WILL GIVE YOU.

IT IS
REQUIRED TO
PICK UP YOUR PLANE
TICKET.

ALSO,
MY EMPLOYEE
WILL PICK YOU UP AT
THE AIRPORT ONCE
YOU LAND.

AND [F YOU
3 HOURS MISS T, DON'T EVER

THINK OF APPLYING
TODAY?722 St

I WILL BLOCK
ALL ACCESS FROM
YOUR AREA.

IT WAS A RARE
EXCEPTION I DID
TODAY.

SOMETHING
I DON'T NORMALLY
Do.

I DID YOU A FAVOR,

DON'T WASTE IT.

TIME
IS WASTING.

I wILL
SEE YOU
IN & HOURS.

GOODBYE.







HAHAHAHA!

THAT
ALWAYS GETS
THEM GOING.

WAS THAT
JUST Now?

B

SOMEONE CALLING
FOR THE ASSISTANT
POSITION?

POsSSIBLY...

WHAT r
HELL?77

YOU BOUGHT
A PLANE TICKET FOR
SOME RANDOM PERSON WHO
APPLIED AND THEY
HAVE TO MAKE IT
HERE TODAY?77

...AND MORE
IMPORTANTLY...

THE PLANE
LEAVES IN THREE
HOURS FROM THEIR
PLACE??

YOou po
REALIZE THAT'S
A WASTE OF MONEY,
RIGHT?

UNLESS
THAT PERSON
LIVES NEAR THE AIRPORT
THERE IS NO CHANCE
HE OR SHE WILL BE
ABLE TO MAKE
IT.




BLOCK
A WHOLE
AREA?22 CAN
YOU EVEN

DO THATZZ7

...ARE WE
RESORTING TO
BLACKMAIL
Nowz?

BECAUSE
AFTER PULLING THIS
KIND OF CRAP NO ONE IN
THEIR RIGHT MIND
WOULD COME WORK
HERE...

...UNLESS
THEY'RE SUICIDAL,
OR DOWNRIGHT
DESPERATE...

ARE you
LISTENING
TO ME?77

NOTE TO SELF:

CONFISCATE
THE PHONE IF
I SEE HIM AWAKE
FOR MORE THAN
28 HOURS.

SO WHO AM L
SUPPOSED TO
PICK UP AT THE
AIRPORT?

I'M
GONNA END
UP WAITING THERE
FOR 3 HOURS
AREN'T I?

AND THEN
RETURN
ALONE...




VERY NERVOUS

" THE JOB

\LL LIKE..
EXTREMU]

I MEAN

8 XE JiEHFE

( RECIT

ON
2 V=
F '__I =
VHICH MEAN: e
I WOULD HAY

ELY ON BL/

ay

IAV.4ivA

AAAAAA
RASRRARAAA

TO SAY, WISH
A HOPE THIS Wii}
=AT THE ODpSs ASEAM,
EANS | HAVE T(
I CALLED...iTh
|ATS JUST 1T
AKE T TO Wil
ORT, BECAUSE

I REALLY
DON'T HAVE TIME
TO SPARE.

I BETTER
GET MOVING.




CALL you
TONIGHT!

OKAY!!
HAVE FUN!

SHE .
IS SO RANDOM )
SOMETIMES.

WHAT'S
B WITH THE
\ suUITCASE?

I GUESS
SHE 1S STAYING

\ WITH HER BOYFRIEND

FOR A FEW
DAYS...

AND You!!!

ONE KISS
o/ FROM YOUR AUNT, MAYBE SHE
| AND SUDDENLY SHOULD TRY
EVERYTHING BABYSITTING.
IS FINE?




IS CALLING
NOow/?

- \W l = INALL N
\ ~ ‘ W\ THE RUSH... D
\ WA I COMPLETELY
\ FORGOT ABOUT




HEY ELLY,
ARE YOU READY?

IT'S POURING N IT ALREADY
OUTSIDE... X \ LEFT!

SHOULD I PICK
YOU UP?

I THINK
THERE SHOULD
BE A BUS ARRIVING
AROUND THIS

TLL BE N
THERE N 5
MINUTES.

e

Yy MAYBE HE &
COULD TAKE
ME TO THE
AIRPOR

UHHH...NO...

IT WOULD
AKE AWHILE TO EXPLAIN
THIS PARTICULAR SITUATION
TO HM...

HE WOULD
MOST LIKELY FREAK
OuUT ABOUT IT,
TOO...

I CANT
MAKE IT TO OUR
DATE TODAY.

SOMETHING
URGENT CAME
UP...

I BETTER
CATCH THAT
BUS.
URGENT??

WHAT
HAPPENED?

WHAT’S
WRONG?

WHY
AREN'T YOU T W
ANSWERING? X & THE HELL IS GOING ON?

b - 3 WHERE ARE YOUZ2?2




AND YOUR PHONES!!

DAMN YOU YOUNGSTERS A \ ) \

WATCH
THE ROAD!!!

LISTEN, DANIEL, '
I CAN'T TALK RIGHT o lar.
NOW. AR o,
Joh L
LATER AND EXPLAIN
EVERYTHING,
ALRIGHT?

w
W

GET A

D PAR OF GLASSES,

I WAS ON
THE PEDESTRIAN
CROSSING!!!

I BETTER o
SHUT IT OFF.

THIS THING
IS ONLY DISTRACTING
ME.

SHE
TURNED OFF HER
PHONE!
WHAT ON EARTH
1S GOING ON?2!




NOOOOQO!!!

STOOOOP!!!

P
d I'M SO NOT
\ GONNA MAKE IT!




FOUR HOURS LATER...

SHE DIDN'T
MAKE IT...
(®)
0

B IT MIGHT
BE A DUDE

FOR ALL

I KNOW...

THE END
IS NIGH...!!

JOIN THE
DOCTOR'S




BRAIN,
THAT WAS A REALLY
BAD ATTEMPT
AT HUMOR.

THE EFFORT
IS APPRECIATED,
THOUGH...

I HOPE I DON'T HAVE

WOW...
I CAN'T
BELIEVE IT...

I ACTUALLY
MADE IT ALL THE
WAY HERE...

TO DO SOMETHING CRAZY, STUPID AND
DANGEROUS LIKE THAT EVER

AGAIN...

THIS JOB

BETTER BE WORTH ALL

YOU'D HAVE TO
BE CRAZY TO WORK
THERE...

LIKE ME.

THIS TROUBLE...

I THINK I'M
GOING THE WRONG
WAY...

THAT LEAP
ONTO THE BUS WAS
SO HARDCORE...

THE
DRIVER WAS
FORCED TO

STOP...

YEAAAH...

I THINK

I'VE WAITED LONG

ENOUGH.

THAT'S

RIGHT...

I KNOow
YOU ARE SAFE
AT HOME...

I
ARRIVED FROM
THERE.




WASN'T THERE
SUPPOSED TO BE SOMEONE
TO PICK ME UP?

SHE 1S NOT
COMING...

I GUESS
I DONT NEED THIS

ANYMORE... e GHAAAAA/

WHAT DOES




CAN I HELP
YOU, MIss?

YES, YES,
THAT'S ALL

BUT,
TELL ME --

ARE YOU
ELLIOT??

ITHINK \ FOR
THIS HAS MY THE ASSISTANT

NAME ON IT.. POSITION?

I EVEN HAVE
PROOF.

SEE??  LERE IS MY
TICKET..
AND MY
AUTHENTICATION
CODE...

[ HAVE THE JOB
PAMPHLET

How
ON EARTH
DID YOU
MANAGE TO
MAKE IT TO
THE PLANE IN
SUCH A
SHORT
TIME?2?




THOUG l -

FOR SURE I BUT,
WOULDN'T BE FORTUNATELY
ABLE TO MAKE [T ALL WENT SMOOTHLY
i AT THE AIRPORT, BOTH
WITH THE TICKET AND THE
SECURITY CHECKUP, _ ALSO... so1
THE FLIGHT
MANAGED
WAS DELAYED 15 ceT THERE
BECAUSE OF BAD ' por OF
WEATHER...

OW,
SEEMS LIKE YOU
WENT THROUGH

A BIT OF
TROUBLE.

BUT
I'M GLAD TO SEE
YOU MADE IT ALL THE
WAY THROUGH.

I ASK YOU
SOMETHING?

ARE
YOU THE
DOCTOR??




~—

HAHAHAHAHA!!!

THAT WAS
A REALLY STUPID
QUESTION... I DON'T
EVEN KNOW WHY
I ASKED.

YOUR

r THOUGH
I WAS HOPING
IT WAS JUST MY BAD
PHONE CALL QUAL
INTERFERING...

VOICE SOUNDS
NOTHING LIKE THE
ONE I HEARD ON

THE PHONE...

YOU KNOW..

...SOME
PEOPLE ONLY
SOUND WEIRD

OVER THE

BUT REALLY,
YOU SHOULDN'T BE

APOLOGIZING.

IF NOTHING,
IT’6 MY FAULT FOR
NOT PROPERLY INTRODUCING
MYSELF IN THE

FIRST PLACE.




MY
NAME |5 SERGE
WELLS.

I WORK
AS A CHEF.

IF
YOU HAVE
ANY QUESTIONS
OR CONCERNS,
DON'T HESITATE
TO ASK.

THOUGH
IF YOU HAVE
ANY SCIENCE-
RELATED QUESTIONS,
THOSE NATURALLY
GO TO THE
DOCTOR.

HE WILL
BE HAPPY TO
HELP AS
WELL.

BUT BE
WARNED...

ONCE
POSED WITH
THE RIGHT
QUESTIONS...

OH, GOODIE.




MEANWHILE, BACK HOME...

OH,
HEY, DANIEL...

WHAT (

ARE YOU DOING
HERE AT THIS
LATE HOUR?

DD
ELLY FORGET
SOMETHING?

I WAS
HOPING YOU
WOULD KNOW
WHERE SHE
WENT...

WHAT
DO YOU MEAN
I wouLp
KNowz!

SHE IS
SUPPOSED
TO BE ON

A DATE WITH
youl!

AND SHE
CANCELLED
OUR DATE.
SHE WAS
ACTING REALLY
STRANGE ON THE
PHONE...

SHE
TOLD ME SHE
COULDN'T TALK
AND HUNG UP...

...I TRIED
TO CALL OVER
AND OVER AGAIN,
BUT HER PHONE
IS OFF.




WORKING...
WHERE
EXACTLY?

IN A
CAFETERIA
AT THE INSTITUTE
I PRESUME?

NOT
REALLY.

I COOK
FOR THE DOCTOR
IN HIS HOME.

WHICH
IS WHERE
YOUR WORKPLACE
WILL BE AS
WELL.




HERE ON
THE PAMPHLET
IT SAYS I WILL BE
WORKING IN A SCIENCE = \
INSTITUTE!! 7 — : FOR

THE SCIENCE
INSTITUTE.

SHADY
PLACE LIKE
_ THAT..

YOU SEE... -
THE DOCTOR I PRESUME
IS P\{VOiKINGUFOR THE ONLY THAT HE WOULD ACHIEVE
THE INSTITUTE. DIFFERENCE HE PREFERS TO BETTER RESULTS IF HE WAS TO
67:@’ :ﬁgﬁ;ﬁ;{;\; N 7 DO HIS RESEARCH IN DIRECTLY COMMUNICATE WITH HIS
THE QUIET OF FELLOW RESEARCHERS
FOR TESTING. Al THERE...

HOME.

BUT HEY!
I'M NOT HIM.

I GUESS
SOME PEOPLE ARE PREFERS TO DO

JUST NOT TEAM
EVERYTHING HIMSELF;
PLAYERS. \ / WHY DOES HE NEED AN
{ ASSISTANT IN THE FIRST
PLACE?




I NEVER SAID HE HAD
GOOD ORGANIZING SKILLS...

YOU KNOW,
ELLIOT... WE
COULD TALK
OUT HERE ALL

NIGHT... RIS, (S
GETTING PRETTY
LATE.

BUT I DON'T
HAVE THE LUXURY
OF TIME.

I HAVE
TO GET UP EARLY
IN THE MORNING, AND
GOD KNOWS I HAVEN'T HAD
ENOUGH SLEEP
LATELY...

SO SINCE
I ALREADY HAVE
A FEELING YOU HAVE
SECOND THOGHTS
ABOUT THIS...

NOT WASTE
EACH OTHER'S
TIME HERE.

ARE YOU IN




IT’S NOT LIKE I HAVE A CHOICE...

THERE ARE
NO OTHER OPTIONS
LEFT FOR ME...

I DON'T
HAVE A RETURN
TICKET, NOR ANY MONEY
FOR IT..

SO
I CAN'T GO BACK
HOME...

L e
LR

v

BUT
EVEN IFI
COULD...

IT WOULD
PROBABLY TAKE
MONTHS BEFORE 1
FOUND ANOTHER
JOB.

AND
I KNOow
WE NEED MONEY
URGENTLY.
MY
MOPING AROUND
THE HOUSE WOULDN'T
HELP...

BUT...WHO KNOWS...
THIS MIGHT JUST BE THE BEST
DECISION I'VE MADE IN MY LIFE!

I1GOT A
FULL TIME JOB
I'M AWESOME

OH, ELLY!

ARE 5O
AMAZING!!

ARE
FINALLY OUT
OF THE
CRISIS. v/
AND A‘
WHAT'S
MORE -~

WE NOW
EVEN HAVE .
ENOUGH MONEY
TO REMODEL THE
\  APARTMENT!

EH...
IT'S SAD
TO THINK
ABOUT IT...

AT LEAST
THIS WAY THEY
HAVE ONE LESS

MOUTH TO

FEED...

“rtasoun

hL MEDITERRANEAN NEW:!

ANOTHER .
VICTIM BRUTALLY MURDERE

drifting in the
shallow waters of
the sea near a famous
seaside resort the
Spatula Shore.
Obduction proves
that the woman in
question was Elliot,
Torres (27) who on
the fated evening
left her home to
find a job in another
town.
The killer is still
on the loose and
currently
detectable.

On the night of April
the 15th, mutilated
body of a young woman
was found -

OH GOD, NO!




MAYBE
IT’S NOT TOO LATE
TO RETURN...

I CAN

CHANGE

MY MIND...

I CAN

HEY,

ARE YOU
ALRIGHT?
You
LOOK
PALE.

OH, GOD...
THIS IS IT.

ARE FEELING
MOTION SICK
I COULD PULL
THE CAR OVER,
SO YOU CAN
GET SOME
FRESH AIR.

1 DONT
WANT TO
DIEN

I THINK WE

I'M
DRIVING
S0 KM/H,

WLL BE
FINE...

AND
GATHER

JHESS YOU NEED

TO BE PREPARED FOR
WHAT'S COMING IN ORDER
TO DEFEND YOURSELFR
IF NECESSARY...

HMMM..
SHE LOOKS
STRESSED.

SHOULD L
COMFORT HER?




JusT
ASK ABOUT
SOMETHING!!

AH...
I THINK
I KNOW WHAT'S

BOTHERING
YOu...

I DON'T
WANNA KNOW
WHAT HORRIBLE
SCENARIO IS WAITING
FOR ME UP
THERE...

IT's
PRETTY HIGH UP,
ISN'T IT?
THOSE
CLIFFS DON'T
LOOK VERY
COMFORTING
EITHER.
I WAS

FREAKED OUT
BY THEM THE FIRST
TIME I DROVE
HERE TOO...

WAIT...

WE ARE
GOING TO HIS

HOME...

BUT DON'T
WORRY --

AND I'M
AN EXPERIENCED
DRIVER.

I KNOow
THESE PARTS

LIKE THE BACK OF
MY HAND.

I DRIVE
THIS WAY EVERY
DAY.

MAYBE
HE 1S SIMPLY
WORKING FROM
HOME...

BECAUSE
HE HAS A
FAMILY!




...AND EXPLAIN
HIS BROKEN
VOICE!

SCIENTIST
THE WHITE!!

CHILDREN OF HIS OW|

HE MIGHT HAVE <

OR EVEN
¥ 1 GRANDCHILDREN.

BUT...WITH MY LUCK... ke

NOW, STAND
STILL PLEASE---

-~

I WILL
HAVE TO
MEASURE YOU
FOR YOUR
'SLEEPING
COFFIN.”

HE WILL
DEFINITELY BE SOME WEIRD
UNCLE FROM THE ADDAMS
FAMILY...

MR. SERGE,

I CAN'T DO THIS,
YOU HAVE TO
‘\ TURN BACK!!

PLEASE,
PLEASE,
PLEASE!

TURN BACK!

I DON'T
KNOw How T'LL
RETURN HOME,
BUT I SWEAR
I WILL FIND
A WAY!!

GOTTEN INTO YOU,
ALL OF A SUDDEN?

WHAT'S

I'M NOT
DRIVING BACK
Now!

WE'VE ARRIVED.

\w“[ )

'S

ggGéSHH ;

ALSO,
PLEASE...

NO
FORMALITIES.

IT's JUST
YSERGE."










-~

IT's
A GOOD,
OLD-SCHOOL
MOVIE HORROR
HOUSE...

WELL,
THAT'S NOT
A VERY GOOD FIRST
IMPRESSION...

MAYBE
WE SHOULD
GO INSIDE BEFORE
WE BOTH GET FRIED
BY LIGHTNING.

I'VE NEVER TAKEN
SUCH A BIG STEP BEFORE IN
MY LIFE...

IT'S
NORMAL
TO FEEL THIS
WAY...

THIS IS
THE WORST PART...BUT IT
WILL GET BETTER.

I HAVE TO

BE BRAVE. AND

CONFIDENT.

NO MORE
FREAKOUTS.

I CAN TAKE
WHATEVER THEY
THROW AT ME!

SlIIGH...
ALRIGHT...

I HAVE
TO PULL MYSELF
TOGETHER...

NO
MATTER
HOW INSECURE
I FEEL NOW...

I CAN'T
GO BACK.

I DECIDED
THAT WHEN 1
GOT ON THAT

PLANE!!

You
ARE BRAVE.

You
BELONG IN
GRYFFINDOR.

AND
DON'T YOU
FORGET
IT!

B s S




T2
COMFORTABLE

FEEL RIGHT
AT HOME HERE.

IT's i’
NOT THAT 7 BUT ON THE
NICE. PLUS SIDE...

I HAVE NO
INTENTION ? AT LEAST

OF ING THERE ARE
W Hoe o NO CREEPY STUPFED

ANIMAL HEADS HANGING

ANK GOD
FOR THAT.

LT.._ LAYOUT. o enty OF WELL, ELLIOT...
:.F = 2 SPACE... I HAVEN'T WOULD YOU

LIKE ME TO SHOW

ENCOUNTERED ANY YOU AROUND?

DARK, EVIL CORNERS

SR OR WOULD

YOU RATHER WE LEAVE
THAT FOR TOMORROW,
WHEN YOU ARE PROPERLY
RESTED?




UHH, ) OH... TO BE
THANKS &GooP//  HoNesT,
FOR THE OFFER, I AM DEAD
BUT.. I THINK | TIRED.
I'VE HAD ENOUGH
EXCITEMENT FOR
ONE DAY.

STILL, I THINK T
SHOULD AT LEAST GIVE
YOU SOME DIRECTIONS AROUND
THIS PLACE.

OKAY,
SO LISTEN
CAREFULLY. FIRST THING
YOU SHOULD KNOW [S...

EMPLOYEES
ONLY

WELL...
MAYBE IT'S
NOT ALL THAT
BAD...
SERGE
SEEMS LIKE AN
OKAY cuy...
MAYBE
I CAN TRUST
‘ HIM... -

DID YOU
GET ANY OF

JUST SHOW You
WHERE EVERYTHING,

1s...
IT WILL

ONLY TAKE A
MOMENT.

THIS WAY
PLEASE...

B L % 2



REALLY,

WHAT AM 1
AFRAID OF
HERE?

I'M JusT
OVERTHINKING
THINGS AS




RELAX!
ELLIOT
DON'T WORRY.
IT'S JUST A
BLACKOUT.

'M
SURE THE
LIGHTS WILL
BE BACK ON
AND FOCUS SOON.
ON THE BIG
PICTURE...
I’MGONNADIE!
I'MGONNADIE! THINK
T'MGONNADIE! PERFECT... OF THE
PAYCHECK...

A BLACKOUT --
N THe I'M GONNA
PLACE...

HELP MY

g FAMILY...

PERFECT...

DON'T
THINK ABOUT
IT..

OH GOD...
WHO KNOws
WHAT THE LAB
LOOKS LIKE...

WHAT [F..
THERE
1S NO
PAYCHECK!

I CAN'T

WE
TIP-TOE IN THE
REALLY
e NEED SOME
LIGHT...

WE NEED
LIGHT.




e 19}
Q =
42‘;415 Q \v\‘-
/;%"’A ) ‘ "
w // | /A
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BUT,
IT WON'T LAST
FOR VERY
LONG.
I
BETTER
FIND SOMETHING
PERMANENT.
A
-
T 73
%




BLoOOD??

[ 4

-



To Be Continued,..



EXTRAS



ACHIEVEMENT UNLOCKED!
BONUS CONTENT.

WELCOME TO THE BONUS CONTENT!

® HERE I WILL SHARE A BIT ABOUT HOW THIS COMIC CAME TO BE,
@ A BIT ABOUT THE CHARACTERS, A BIT ABOUT THE CREATIVE PROCESS,
o AND A TON OF SKETCHES.

I HOPE YOU ENJOY!

ELLY!
WE GOT OUR
OWN BOOK!!

DEAR DIARY!

IT'S DAY 14,
AND THE BOSS STILL
|\ REFUSES TO TAKE A
SHOWER.




SO, HOW DID THIS STORY START?

IF YOU HAD ASKED ME A FEW YEARS AGO
IF I WAS CAPABLE OF MAKING A COMIC,
I WOULD'VE LAUGHED.

NOT A HAPPY LAUGH, MIND YOU, BUT ONE
OF THOSE “ARE YOU FOR REAL” LAUGHS.

2012 WAS THE YEAR WHEN THAT CHANGED.

DONT GET ME WRONG, IT WAS STILL A
BAD YEAR.

BACK THEN I WAS SUFFERING FROM A
CREATIVE BLOCK, I WAS UNEMPLOYED,
AND MY SELF ESTEEM WAS NONEXISTENT
BECAUSE OF [T

AND JUST WHEN IT SEEMED I'D HIT ROCK BOTTOM,
THINKING THINGS COULDN'T GET ANY WORSE,
TWO OF MY FAMILY MEMBERS PASSED AWAY.

NOW, CREATIVITY IS AN AMAZING THING.

IT IS A PERFECT AND MOST EFFECTIVE WAY
OF ESCAPISM.

IT CAN TURN ALL YOUR NEGATIVE
THOUGHTS INTO SOMETHING WONDERFUL
THAT WILL NOT ONLY KEEP YOU OCCUPIED,

BUT WILL ALSO GIVE SOMETHING

TO SHOW FOR THAT TIME INVESTED.

IT IS ALSO AN INCREDIBLE HEALING TOOL.

WELL...SADLY FOR ME, THAT PART WAS
OUT OF THE QUESTION AT THE TIME.
A TOOL I LOVED AND USED SO EFFECTIVELY
SO MANY TIMES BEFORE, WAS SUDDENLY
NO LONGER AVAILABLE.

MY HUSBAND, STJEPAN, WHO IS ALSO AN ESTABLISHED CREATOR,
WAS DOING EVERYTHING IN HIS POWER TO KEEP ME INSPIRED
AND MOTIVATED, IN HOPES OF REIGNITING THE CREATIVE FIRE HE
TOO HAD LOST JUST TWO YEARS BEFORE, AND FOUND AGAIN
BY STARTING - NOW A GRAPHIC NOVEL, BUT BACK THEN -

A WEBCOMIC CALLED SUNSTONE.

HE TALKED TO ME A LOT BACK THEN.
HE EVEN TRIED BRINGING UP SOME OF MY OLDER
PERSONAL PROJECTS THAT I USED TO LOVE BUT
NEVER FINISHED.

SADLY, I TRIED GOING BACK TO THEM BUT THEY
NEVER CLICKED.

20|10 — 20|
MATERIAL

Q

AT THAT POINT I GAVE UP ON TRYING
BECAUSE NOTHING INTERESTED ME.
I FELT LIKE I WOULD NEVER DRAW OR WRITE
ANYTHING AGAIN IN MY LIFE.




BUT THEN ONE DAY, IT JUST HAPPENED.

I WENT TO MAKE LUNCH TO KEEP MY MIND OCCUPIED, AND I PUT SOME MUSIC ON.
THE SONG THAT WAS PLAYING WAS “DR. STEIN” FROM A BAND CALLED HELLOWEEN.

I LOVED THAT BAND, SO STJEPAN GOT AN IDEA.
HE WOULD DRAW A PICTURE FOR ME IN HOPES IT WOULD CHEER ME UP A LITTLE.

NOW, JUST TO BE CLEAR ON A FEW POINTS:
USUALLY WHEN PEOPLE THINK, "ARTIST COUPLES” THEY IMAGINE WE PROBABLY DRAW/OR DO
ART-RELATED STUFF FOR EACH OTHER ALL THE TIME.
THAT IS NOT THE CASE.

I, FOR ONE, COULD NEVER ASK STJEPAN TO DRAW SOMETHING FOR ME WHEN I FULLY
UNDERSTAND HOW LOADED HE ALREADY IS WITH WORK.
NOR WOULD HE ASK THIS OF ME.

WHICH IS WHY THIS GESTURE HE MADE FOR ME MEANT SO MUCH MORE.

THE PICTURE HE DREW WAS OF DR. STEIN FROM THE SONG&
AND THE ASSISTANT HE IS TRYING TO CLONE.

aaaATTAAE

eeron

JUST LIKE THE LYRICS SAY:

‘HIS ASSISTANT'S HIPS WERE NICE,
S0 HE CLONED HER ONCE, OR TWICE..."”



I DIDN'T EXPECT TO GET A PICTURE,
SO YOU CAN ONLY IMAGINE MY REACTION WHEN HE FIRST SHOWED IT TO ME.

WHAT
ARE YOU
DRAWING?

SOMETHING
FOR YOU.

I LOVED IT SO MUCH THAT I MADE IT MY DESKTOP WALLPAPER, AND I STARED AT IT FOR DAYS!

AND THEN...SILLY IDEAS STARTED FORMING.
THEN THOSE SILLY LITTLE IDEAS KEPT POKING AT ME, SO I STARTED DOODLING THEM.

THEN LATER THOSE SILLY IDEAS HAD ME DRAWING UP A STORM, ONE COMIC STRIP AFTER THE OTHER,
WONDERING WHY MY EYES AND MY DRAWING HAND HURT SO MUCH,
ONLY TO LOOK AT THE CLOCK REALIZING I HAD BEEN PRAWING
FOR 12 HOURS STRAIGHT AND I PROBABLY.

SO, YEAH...I THINK I MIGHT HAVE FOUND MY FIRE.



FROM THAT POINT ON,
I KEPT DRAWING UNTIL I FOUND THE CHARACTERS' VOICES.

THE METHOD WAS SIMPLE, GET AN IDEA FOR A SITUATION, THROW THE CHARACTERS IN
AND SEE HOW THEY PULL THROUGH IT.

SOME STRIPS DID GREAT IN DRIVING THEIR IDEA ACROSS, AND SOME ONLY STARTED
AS A GOOD IDEA BUT LANDED FLAT DURING EXECUTION, SO THEY WERE SCRAPPED.

I USED TO DO A LOT OF OUT-OF-CONTINUITY PAGES LIKE THESE BACK THEN, SINCE THAT IS USUALLY
HOW MOST STORIES START AND DEVELOP, MEANING ELLIOT HAD ALREADY ARRIVED IN
THE DOCTOR’S HOUSE LONG BEFORE.

SO TO AVOID CONFUSING NEW READERS, I WILL SAVE THE OLD V5. NEW STORYLINE FOR
THE NEXT VOLUME'S BONUS CONTENT.

|// OH, WHEN I WAS SENDING
YOU A PACKAGE, I FOUND THIS
PAMPHLET (N YOUR ROOM.

ELLY!!
IT LOOKED LIKE
THE ONE YOU SHOWED ME
1 FOUND you!! WHEN YOU LEFT.

ONLY ITS SMALLER.. AND DUSTIER,
wow! AND | THOUGHT..

WHY NOT CALL AND SEE IF THIS IS
THAT THE RIGHT NUMBER.

GUY HAS A
SERIOUSLY CREEPY HEHE AND IT WAS!!
VOICE!!

KIDDING.

HOW DID YOU GET
THIS NUMBER??

IN THE MEANTIME, I CAN SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE WRITING PROCESS AND SHARE SOME OF
THE ORIGINAL STRIPS IN THEIR RAWEST FORMS.




OK, SO NOW THAT WE ARE ON THE SUBJECT OF WRITING, I WILL START BY DROPPING A TON OF
SKETCHES FIRST.

WAIT, WHAT? SKETCHES?
“WHAT DOES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH WRITING2” YOU MUST BE WONDERING...
WELL...AT LEAST IN MY CASE, WRITING AND DRAWING ARE AN INSEPERABLE PART OF THE CREATIVE PROCESS .

HERE ARE SOME OF
THE FIRST PENCIL SKETCHES...
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SINCE SLICE OF LIFE GENRE DOES NOT INCLUDE MANY FLASHY ACTION SCENES,
YOU HAVE TO PUT EVERYTHING YOU'VE GOT INTO CREATING STRONG RELATABLE CHARACTERS
THAT THE READERS WILL GLADLY FOLLOW EVEN THROUGH SEEMINGLY
MUNDANE EVERYDAY TASKS.

COMBINING WRITING AND DRAWING DURING THE SKETCHING PHASE
HELPED ME GET A FEEL FOR THE CHARACTERS LONG BEFORE I EVEN GOT TO THE GOOD PARTS IN THE STORY.




SOME CHARACTERS STARTED OUT AS ARCHETYPES IN ORDER FOR TO FEEL DIFFERENT FROM OTHER
CHARACTERS, BUT THEY DEVELOPED AND/OR OUTGREW THEIR ROLE ON THEIR OWN AS THE STORY
PROGRESSED.

WORK HOURS? YOU WILL BE WORKING
AH! GOT THEM! OVERTIME WHICH WILL BE
WHAT ABOUT WORK HOURS?) ADEQUATELY COMPENSATED

IF, OF COURSE,

.. YOU SATISFY ALL THE
THIS PLACE SEEMS GIVEN CONDITIONS THAT
A LITTLE DESOLATE, A ARE REQUIRED OF YOU.

WHAT ABOUT TRANSPORTZ N

" THE TRANSPORT
AND LODGING ARE
TAKEN CARE OF.

WELL.. THANK YOU
FOR ALL THE INFO,
MR..

THIS SEEMS A
LITTLE SHADY...
DOCTOR

A PRANK CALL,
| SHOULD PROFESSIONAL
PROBABLY TAKE A
LOOK AT SOME
OTHER JOBS.
AH, YES. OF COURSE.
| WILL NEED TO THINK
ABOUT THIS PROPOSAL

ONE SUCH WAS THE CHARACTER OF DOCTOR STEIN.
WHO STARTED OUT FROM A GENERAL MAD SCIENTIST IDEA
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACHIEVING AN IMPACT IN THE EARLY PAGES

pLeLteet
52

RE-APPLYZ

HAVE YOU BEEN
HERE BEFORE?

NO MATTER WETHER
OR NOT YOU REAPPLIED OR SENT
CREDENTIALS BEFORE...




ON THE TOPIC OF CHARACTER DESIGN...

BACK WHEN THIS COMIC WAS STILL IN ITS YOUNG STAGES, I WAS STILL HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY THE PICTURE MY
HUSBAND DREW FOR ME, SO I TRIED TO HAVE CHARACTERS LOOK AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO THE ORIGINAL.

SO AS MUCH AS I WANTED TO KEEP THE MAID OUTFIT ON ELLIOT, IT JUST NEVER SEEMED

GOOD NEWS!!

YOUR UNIFORM

UNIFORMS
ARE LIKE A STATUS TOO,
SO IF YOU WANT TO KEEP YUR JOB HERE,
YOU BETTER STICK TO IT.

SO WAIT..

HE HAS THE HIGHEST
“STATUS” HERE,
THEREFORE HE CAN WEAR
WHATEVER HE WANTS,
WHILE WE ALL HAVE TO BE
IN UNIFORMS.

wow..
WHAT AN EGO...

TO FIT HER CHARACTER.

DO |
NEED ONE? I MEAN...

1AM HiS
ASSISTANT.
CAN'T |

JUST PUT ON A
LABCOAT
AND HAVE...
WHATEVER
UNDERNEATH..

| DUNNO..

JEANS OR
SOMETHING.

DON'T MENTION THAT

TOHM EVER/ A | ABCOAT HERE IS A
PRIVILEGE THAT NEEDS TO
EARNED.

I SWEAR I WAS GOING ' ‘
SOMEWHERE WITH THIS! XD

FINE..
IT'S JUST A UNIFORM...

HE IS THE BOSS,
WE ARE THE EMPLOYEES.
NO BIG DEAL.
HIS HOUSE,
HIS RULES.




1 DONT SEE

YOU WEARING
HEY, I HAVE TO SHORTS/
WEAR ONE TOO!

ABSOLUTELY ] | : " AKLTY
NOT!! \ \ N THO A KILT
gl WOULD BE

y FUN TO SEE!

I TRIED TO FORCE IT IN, BUT NEITHER OF MY CHARACTERS SEEMED TOO THRILLED TO PUSH ONWARD WITH IT.

I MAY HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED TOO MUCH BY MY HUSBAND'S COMIC, SUNSTONE,
AND ALL THE BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS HE DID IN IT, SO NATURALY I WANTED TO GIVE IT A TRY MYSELF,
WHICH WAS FINE AS A ONESHOT ALTERNATE UNIVERSE SORT OF THING, BUT VERY IMPLAUSIBLE FOR
THE CURRENT SETTING THAT I WAS GOING WITH.

YKNOW DEAR, I DON'T MEAN TO
BE RUDE, BUT...

DON'T YOU THINK
YOU ARE A LITTLE BIT OVERDRESSED FOR
THIS JOB?

PERSONALLY..
I DONT MIND..

BUT THERE IS
A CERTAIN DRESS CODE

PREFERRED WHEN WORKING
WITH HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS..

I AGREE
WITH You/

I'VE GOT
NO IDEA HOW OR WHY
I ENDED UP WEARING
THIS!

JUST A BIT OF
HARMLESS
FUN/
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EELIC

THIS IS A
SKETCH FROM 2012.
BACK WHEN I WAS STILL
RATHER INSECURE ABOUT
MY ART.

THE PICTURE
ON THE RIGHT IS
A RECENT RECREATION
OF THE LEFT SKETCH.

I FOUND IT
INTERESTING
TO NOTE THAT AS
I GREW MORE CONFIDENT
OVER TIME,

THE POSE OF ELLY
CHANGED FROM A SHY POSE
TO A MUCH MORE CONFIDENT

STANCE AS WELL...







ELLIOT AND CLARA




ELLIOT AND DANIEL




DR. VLAD STEIN
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PLEASE NOTICE THE LACK OF
NOSE ON ALL OF THESE. XD

*GASP*

IT CAN SMILE??

4 WHAT SORCERY
IS THIS??

THIS WAS
A FIRST ATTEMPT —eip»
AT A HOOK NOSE.

HAVE YOU

FORGOTTEN
WHO'S IN CHARGE
WERE? GRAY HAIRS
I REGRET
NOTHING







BETWEEN
YOU AND ME,
I THINK SHE'S A BIT




EARLY SERGE DESIGNS

I FEEL A LITTLE GUILTY NOT TALKING ABOUT
SERGE ALL THAT MUCH, SINCE HE TOO IS OF GREAT
IMPORTANCE IN THIS STORY.

SERGE DIDN'T GO THROUGH ANY SIGNIFICANT
CHANGES, AS I ALREADY KNEW WHAT I WANTED TO DO
WITH HIS CHARACTER FROM THE VERY START.

THE REST WAS JUST TWEAKING PARTS
HERE AND THERE UNTIL THE OVERALL DESIGN
CLICKED IN MY HEAD.










PINK OCTOBER

SHE RUINED
MY FAVOURITE COAT.

DO YOU EVEN
LIFT?
/ f:\\

a2




NO SHAVE NOVEMBER :

ONE DOES NOT
SIMPLY DRAW A MAN IN
HIS UNDERWEAR.







THEY ARE JUST EARRINGS!
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natural bramble look
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EVERYONE!

MY CREEPY BOsSS!
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T’HANK you FOR ZOOK 1=
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SEE YOU IN THE NEXT VOLUME!




Get more of
the Blood Stain
universe with
Stjepan Sejic’s
hit webcomic,
Sunstone!
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Available Now!

Yolume 4



The Top Cow essentials checklist:

IXth Generation, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-323-4)

Aphrodite IX: Complete Series
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-368-5)

Artifacts Origins: First Born
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-506-7)

Broken Trinity, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-051-2)

Cyber Force: Rebirth, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-671-2)

The Darkness: Accursed, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-958-0)

The Darkness: Rebirth, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-585-2)

Death Vigil, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-278-7)

Impaler, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-757-9)
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Postal, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-342-5)

Rising Stars Compendium
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-246-6)

Sunstone, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-212-1)

Think Tank, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-660-6)

Wanted
(ISBN: 978-1-58240-497-4)

Wildfire, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-024-0)

Witchblade: Redemption, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-193-9)

Witchblade: Rebirth, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-532-6)

Witchblade: Borne Again, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-025-7)

For more ISBN and ordering information on our latest collections go to:
www.topcow.com
Ask your retailer about our catalogue of collected editions,
digests, and hard covers or check the listings at:

Barnes and Noble, Amazon.com,
and other fine retailers.

To find your nearest comic shop go to:
www.comicshoplocator.com
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