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Everyone is medicated and it’s delivered through his or her food and tailored to his or her individual
physiology. This is to balance them and to prevent any emotion that might cause them distress or lead
to conflict. Think about what the people hit by this EMP blast (that survived) are going through. They‘ve
been spoon fed their entire lives. They've never had to work. They've never had to provide for them-
selves. They’ve never been in an argument. They‘ve never gone without. They’ve had constant compan-
ionship inside their own head from an Al that talks to them and helps them. The RAINA would also know
everything about you; that alone frightens me. Think for a second about the things you ponder that you
wouldn't even want your family to know about. Imagine all of this...and then one second, in the blink-
ing of an eye...it’s gone. You're exposed to violent death. And the medication you've unknowingly been
taking your whole life is gone.

MEDICATION

CONFLICT

Let’s discuss conflict for a minute. What causes it?

Disagreement. Misunderstanding. Poor communication. Lack of planning. Moral conflicts. Issues of jus-
tice. Fairness. Unmet needs. Identity issues. Resource distribution.

https://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/eight-causes-conflict.htm

http://www.communitydoor.org.au/human-resource-management/resolving-conflict/conflict-and-its-
causes

The eight causes of conflict (according to http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/underlying-causes)

|are:

Conflicting resources.
Conflicting styles.
Conflicting perceptions.
Conflicting goals.
Conflicting pressures.
Conflicting roles.
Different personal values.
Unpredictable policies.

COS IO U B R

_~ All interesting things to consider! When you Google “conflict” the majority of things that pop up are for
| how to deal with it in the workplace for differing types of people. A lot of the answers are relevant to all
types of social situations. | don’t want to pirate these articles but click and read them, fascinating stuff.
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WELCOME TO SOCIOLOGY

' A lot of comic writers complain that 1st issues are hard; I actually find the 2nd one to be harder. There's

/ some excitement and mystery that comes with a debut issue and you don’t have to explain everything
as long as you've got some interesting stuff going on. People asking “why?"is a good thing. Second
issues have a common problem of slowing the story down to try and explain a lot of what’s going on. |
have a bad habit of being overly expository and spending too much time on this and too little on build-
ing character. Bryan Hill has really helped me with that over the past couple years and | think this issue of
Symmetry is a good example of that learning on my part.

SYMMETRY #3 IN STORES FEBRUARY 17th

| NARRATIVE TO THIS STORY

You learn from this issue that Michael is recording the narrative for he and Maricela’s future offspring. |
write most of my stories in four issue arcs. He's recording the narrative after the second arc.

REGARDING EQUALITY

It’s'a myth. There really is no such thing. Gender, race, nationality, economic status, age and whether ot
_//not you have children create MASSIVE differences among people. | wrote a nice long exposition explain:
ing this in the baok and removed it after Bryan Hill and | discussed it and it was too much.

The Four Pillars of saciety include trying to create an equality that they already knew would not be
possible. Well how do you come close? The only way | could come up with was segregation. They/ve
__segregated the four races into unique nation-states that do not interact. We've only seen The White at

= this point. We've hinted at the other three. We'll see all four eventually. So in The White, people of like dis-
" position and age are put in the same areas and with-RAINA controlling everyone’s schedules and who/

~ what they see-and do they keep people that might conflict apart fromone another.
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OTHER BOOKS WRITTEN BY ME

That's it for this issue. | am interested in posting letters and answering questions in this after column so
— = Dblease email us at fanmail@topcow.com. Word of mouth is always the best marketing so if you did like "=
this book I'd ask that you please tell a friend!

If you want to be able to click any of these links without typing them in go to www.matttalks.com and I'll
have it posted with hyperlinks the day this book comes out.

Carpe Diem,

Matt Hawkins
Twitter: @topcowmatt | http://www.facebook.com/selfloathingnarcissist

MATT HAWKINS

A veteran of the initial Image Comics launch, Matt started his career in
comic book publishing in 1993 and has been working with Image as a
creator, writer, and executive for over twenty years. President/COO of Top
Cow since 1998, Matt has created and written over thirty new franchises
for Top Cow and Image including Think Tank, The Tithe, Necromancer,
VICE, Lady Pendragon, Aphrodite IX, and Tales of Honor as well as han-
dling the company’s business affairs.

OTHERTITLES FROM MATT THAT YOU MAY ENJOY: i
Think Tankvol. 1 (978-1607066606) | The Tithevol. 1 (978-1632153241) | Aphrodite X vol. 1 (978-1607068280) I

RAFFAELE “RAFF"IENCO

A comic book creator who has been in the industry for more than twenty
years, and whose works have been published most recently by both Marvel
and Image Comics. Raff’s creator-owned works include the Epic Kill series
and the graphic novels Devoid Of Life and Manifestations. His latest work
is a collaboration with Top Cow and Matt Hawkins on their new science-
fiction comic called Symmetry. Born in Italy, he came to Canada when he
was four and currently lives in Toronto.

OTHERTITLES FROM RAFFAELE THAT YOU MAY ENJOY:
EpicKillvol. 1 (978-1607066286) | Devoid of Life (97 8-1582409870) | Manifestations (Digital-Only)
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"~ CENTRAL ELDER COMMITTEE

—— Another part that got truncated in my script, but will be explained as we go on in the story but | thought -
I'd share it here. It's not a “secret" The Elder Council of the white people is the three oldest living white
/ people.That'sit. It's considered a service at the end of your life where you can share your life experience
// and wisdom to help maintain the status quo. | love the idea, and am playing with it in the story and will
// continue to do 50, that the Al actually is seemingly more compassionate than humans. This is due to its
~ programming which I'll be getting into more as we go on as well. Think about this: there is NO ONE that
could reprogram the Al if they wanted to. No one has the skill set to do it.

This was my 2001: A Space Odyssey moment. Remember in that film where the ape in the beginning
picked up the bone and used it as a weapon? | love 2001, it's slow in parts but if you haven't seen itin
awhile (or ever) you should check it out.

RAFFAELE IENCO ART

His art is so fantastic. He's an amazing storyteller and artist. He wrote and drew a book called Manifesta-
tions that's available on Comixology.

https://www.comixology.com/Manifestations/digital-comic/29895 ?ref=c2VyaWVzl 3ZpZXcvZGVza3Rvc ¥
CInemlkTGIzdC9Jc3NT1ZXM
> ; » = I

= He also created the series EPIC KILL for Image.
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I want you to know your
mother and [ love you
more than anything.

I hope this gives you an idea
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why you're different from
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