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— = at fanmail@topcow.com. Word of mouth is always the best marketing so if you did like this book I'd ask

OTHER BOOKS WRITTEN BY ME

That's it for Symmetry #4 and Symmetry, Volume 1, thanks again for reading it and recommending it to
friends. | am interested in posting letters and answering questions in this after column so please email us

that you please tell a friend!

If you want to be able to click any of these links without typing them in go to www.matttalks.com and I'll
have it posted with hyperlinks the day this book comes out.

Carpe Diem,

Matt Hawkins
Twitter: @topcowmatt | http://www.facebook.com/selfloathingnarcissist

MATT HAWKINS

A veteran of the initial Image Comics launch, Matt started his career in
comic book publishing in 1993 and has been working with Image as a
creator, writer, and executive for over twenty years. President/COO of Top
Cow since 1998, Matt has created and written over thirty new franchises
for Top Cow and Image including Think Tank, The Tithe, Necromancer,
VICE, Lady Pendragon, Aphrodite IX, and Tales of Honor as well as han-
dling the company’s business affairs.

OTHERTITLES FROM MATT THAT YOU MAY ENJOY: i
Think Tankvol. 1 (978-1607066606) | The Tithevol. 1 (978-1632153241) | Aphrodite X vol. 1 (978-1607068280) I

RAFFAELE “RAFF"IENCO

A comic book creator who has been in the industry for more than twenty
years, and whose works have been published most recently by both Marvel
and Image Comics. Raff’s creator-owned works include the Epic Kill series
and the graphic novels Devoid of Life and Manifestations. His latest work is
a collaboration with Top Cow and Matt Hawkins on their new science-fiction
comic called Symmetry. Born in Italy, he came to Canada when he was four
and currently lives in Toronto.

OTHERTITLES FROM RAFFAELE THAT YOU MAY ENJOY:
EpicKillvol. 1 (978-1607066286) | Devoid of Life (97 8-1582409870) | Manifestations (Digital-Only)
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= There have been five mass extinctions in Earth's history (that we can account for). Are we in the sixth?
, Some people think we are. This is an interesting article, check out the link:

http://www.dailygalaxy.com/my_weblog/2013/03/of-all-species-that-have-existed-on-earth-999-per-
.,,'4 cent-are-now-extinct-many-of-them-perished-in-five-cataclysmic-events-t. htm{
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!"jf' ‘ ROBOPOCALYPSE/TERMINATOR

ljust started reading Robopocalypse by Daniel H. Wilson and as of this writing am about 50 pages into
it. It's enjoyable thus far and is being turned into a film! It and Terminator and so many other fictional
stories deal with A.l. and robots going bad. Well, bad from a human perspective. When | set out to do
Symmetry | wanted to do something different. In Raffacle and my story, we're dealing with an A.l. that
truly has human interests at heart. But the effort of trying to make humans have better lives comes at a
cost of course. This second arc is going to be fun! Can’t wait for you to read it.

=

http://bestsciencefictionbooks.com/best-artificial-intelligence-science-fiction-books.php

-
s
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UNCANNY VALLEY

From Wikipedia, “Used in reference to the phenomenon whereby a computer-generated figure or
humanoid robot bearing a near-identical resemblance to a human being arouses a sense of unease or
revulsion in the person viewing it.”

So this means that if something we know to be a robot
looks too human we innately want to reject it. It's one
1 of the reasons | made the robots look so different from
7 humans. Even the Pacifiers would never be mistaken for
human. One of the elements in the story which may not
come out any time soon is that SOL's physical appearance
was changed to be what it is now in one of the “updates” |
== read in an article in Psychology Today about how humans
' tend to take recommendations better from someone they
_~ fear a little bit. | found that fascinating and thought about
__litalong time. When Raff gave SOL his monstrous appear-
—— ance, | embraced it as a part of this.
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'.. NEUROPLASTICITY OF THE BRAIN/ELDERS

E I struggle constantly with including too much information in scripts that bogs the flow down in my
excitement to explain everything! Thankfully, Bryan Hill and Ryan Cady help me chop it down. “Neuro-
plasticity, also known as brain plasticity, is an umbrella term that describes lasting change to the brain

/ throughout an animal’s life course. The term gained prominence in the latter half of the 20th century,
1/4 when new research showed many aspects of the brain remain changeable (or ‘plastic’) even into adult-
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Neuroplasticity has come into increasing study as our population has started living longer. Can you
teach an old dog, new tricks? This is the question. What we do know is that as you age, it becomes
harder for your brain to learn new things. Especially hard things like new languages and advanced
mathematics. People get “set in their ways”and we use that as an excuse to forgive bad behavior by the

! el

' This whole concept is why | set the Elders up as being indoctrinated into the “truth”at age fifty. The idea

\

is by then they'll be so ingrained into the society and see that it works and be willing to continue on,
despite their awareness of the obfuscation, omission and outright untruth of some of their upbringing.

http://www.whatisneuroplasticity.com/
http://bigthink.com/think-tank/brain-exercise
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RAM

One of the things that got cut from the script was why they call the robot RAM. | had a whole subplot
about when Maricela was trying to convert the robots to work with them, one of them got stuck in a
loop “Robot Am Malfunctioning” which they shorted to RAM. Since RAM is an acronym for random ac-
cess memory, a type of computer memory that can be accessed randomly | thought it was funny.

JULIA

Julia is the daughter of Michael and Maricela. She's the star character of Symmetry and we haven't even
met her yet. Symmetry #5 rectifies that. She's the first interracial child and the first child born with a
gender in thousands of years. Talk about being apart! Part of the reason this story appealed to me is |
have two half-Asian sons. | chose living in Culver City because of its racial diversity. | saw what happened \
to my nephew (also half-Asian) who went to an all-white school. Being the only non-white there was
incredibly hard for him and affected the course of his life. So | didn‘t want that for my boys, | wanted to
live in a melting pot. What SHOCKED me is that the racially diverse school completely self-segregates
by race. Call it tribal; call it whatever you want, but | see it every day when | go pick up my kids. Theyre

) all grouped together in separate areas almost completely by race. There are a lot of bi-racial kids at that
77 school too and my kids are friends with many of them, but they pick the group they want to be in and
integrate with it. | actually don't like this, but | don’t know what to do about it. If kids choose to hang out
with others of their own racial background exclusively, that's up to them really. \

FOUR RACIAL GROUPS IN SYMMETRY

AlNE been asked this many times, if there are blacks, Latins, whites and Asians, what about the rest of the
| races? That's part of the back-story and we'll be delving into that more in arc 2. Ultimately, they were as-
similated (BORG!) or there genetics were allowed to die off.
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'..I ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND RELIGION

1 was curious what religious leaders think about A.l. The vast majority don’t seem to discuss it much.

l asked an old pastor of mine via email if he thought robots were connected to the end times and his
response was “I don't know. | actually appreciate honest responses like that and its why | keep a few old
religious friends to discuss stuff like this.

1 did, of course, find a bunch of nonsense by end-of-the-world people. If you feel so inclined, these are
fun to read:

https://endtimebibleprophecy.wordpress.com/2013/07/26/professor-robots-to-patrol-cities-by-
"5 2040/#more-10067
http://www.end-times-bible-prophecy.com/transhumanism.html
‘ https://www.raptureready.com/featured/gillette/ss.html
~_ http://aiantichrist.blogspot.com/

e
= ¥

77 SIGNIFICANCE

If you know anything about me, you know I'm obsessed with religion and technology. It's all | seem to
think about. [t explains why | write some of the stuff | do. | drop religious things in all the time, some of
them just for fun. That SOL has been alive for 77 generations has some significance in religious writings.

“If the Lord said, seventy-seven times, then we may recognize that “seventy-seven”is the seven times
eleven. Seven (as said above) signifies totality and completeness, but what does eleven signify. “Eleven”
| is the number of sin, since perfection and holiness is in “ten.”

Matthew 18:22 has to deal with forgiveness
“Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.”

= http://newtheologicalmovement.blogspot.com/2011/09/seven-seventy-seven-and-seventy-times.html|
| http//www.ridingthebeast.com/numbers/nu77.php
~ http://sacredscribesangelnumbers.blogspot.com/2011/07/angel-number-77.html
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Thanks for reading, we appreciate your supporting this book and are looking forward to the next arc,
which we are already deep into. The collected edition volume 1 trade paperback will be out in the next
couple months, so if you enjoyed this series please recommend it to a friend.

SoL

Who made SOL? What was the sequence of events leading up to its creation? Ultimately that will be the
entire question of volume 2, which will be issues 5-8 in stores June-September. The “System Optimizer
for Longevity” was designed to help facilitate humans living longer, happier lives. Sounds nice, eh? Ev-
erything has a cost. We are dangerously near a point now where artificial intelligence will start program-
ming itself. When that happens, what will be the result?

http://www.forbes.com/sites/paulrodgers/2014/12/03/computers-will-destroy-humanity-warns-ste-
phen-hawking/#40f719943fee
ROBOTS SELF-AWARE?

At what point will a computer be self-aware? The debate seems to focus on the rationality of machine
| thought versus the irrationality of human thoughts and action.

~__ Aclassic awareness test was given to three robots recently, “In this updated Al version, the robots are !
ey cach given a ‘pill‘ (which is actually a tap on the head, because, you know, robots can‘t swallow). Two of == ===
the pills will render the robots silent, and one is a placebo. The tester, Selmer Bringsjord, chair of Rensse-
laer’s cognitive science department, then asks the robots which pill they received.

/There's silence fora little while, and then one of the little bots gets up and declares, 'l don’t know!” But e
/7/at the sound of its ewn voice it quickly changes his mind and puts its hand up.‘Sorry, | know now; it \
exclaims politely. ‘l was able to prove that | was not given the dumbing pill.”/

http://www.sciencealert.com/a-robot-has-just-passed-a-classic-self-awareness-test-for-the-first-time '\ |

‘ http://www.thekeyboard.org.uk/computers%20become%20self%20aware.htm

~—-So reality-check people; robots are self-aware NOW.






OEBPS/images/img_24.jpeg
¥ /// Y’ // ﬂm, \ \\

¥
b

S TR ARL!
LOVIN & TN IUNE
{2 / {.,-.,-'::

e
o h
o





OEBPS/images/img_21.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_20.jpeg
THE ELDERS OF
ALL FOUR COUNCILS
WILL NEVER ACCEPT YOUR
INTEGRATION. THEY WILL
JOIN FORCES TO SEEK
YOUR DESTR CTION, TO
PRESERVE Tl

STATUS QUO.

YES, A
NATURAL CHILD
RACES, A FIRST

SINCE M.
INCEPTION.

My
PROGRAMMING
PREVENTS ME
FROM LYING TO
THE COUNCIL.

THE COUNCIL
WILL NEVER |
BE AWARE OF
HER. &

THAT JOIN:

ACTION ALONE MIGHT
SEEM BALANCING, BUT
ULTIMATELY WILL CREATE
MORE CONFLICT.

VIOLENCE
|\ CANNOT CREATE
PEACE.

F You.
COMPLY WITH MY
INSTRUCTIONS -






OEBPS/images/img_19.jpeg
I've tried to find answers to
these mysteries; the WHY of it
all, but everything I discover
unloeks more questions.

i

Q I really believe
finding out HOW it all

happened is the key.

\
=

ME
NEITHER,
THEY'RE

FAST

TLL \
DISTRACT THEM.
GIVE YOU TIME
TO GET AWAY,

In my heart kne he
was lying... but that was |
the last time I saw him.






OEBPS/images/img_16.jpeg
Pushing us to
the docks.






OEBPS/images/img_15.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_18.jpeg
CITIZEN
MICHAEL. BE
REASONABLE,

Who ereated
| the ?mgmm?/

Why an
specifieally
eome into bei






OEBPS/images/img_17.jpeg
There was no
fight in us then.

It confuses me how SOL and
the robots ean work both

together and in opposition
at the same time.

This is one of the
mysteries I hope
you ean solve.

g

|






