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| SYMMETRY #6 SOCIOLOGY CLASS ‘%‘

- So you've read this far. Thank you! If you know my other books you'll know I'm obsessed with religion,
= Numan psychology and our propensity for violence. One of the key themes of Symmetry has been that
/ robots are not evil. I've worked with artificial intelligence before. | know a couple lead scientists in the

1Y

/, field and have had many conversations with them about A.l. The idea of “Skynet”is a little far-fetched.
’i That's the fun of writing though; you can just make shit up. | try and keep things a little more grounded
/in the probable world, but that doesn’t always work out either.

4
%

WILL ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE KILL OFF HUMANITY?

It’s unlikely. Machines don’t have emotions and have a purpose that is hardwired with their design. I al-
ways flip this and ask why would machines kill off humans? Don’t get me wrong, robots will kill humans
and have already by the thousands...but they're programmed that way BY HUMANS with the express
purpose of killing other humans. We have autonomous kill drones taking out people in the Middle East
right now. Machines will do what they are programmed to do. That they will evolve beyond this is an
interesting mind exercise, but | always come back to WHY. Why would they kill off humans? There’s no
reason to.

=

Even now that we have machines starting to program themselves, | come back to the question of why
would they. Will there be tons of accidents? Yes. Will lots of people still die in car wrecks with self-driving
cars? Yes, but far fewer than when we drive them.

The idea with SOL and our A.l. is that it has humanity’s best interests at heart, but humans screw every-

thing up. We're the problem. The reason we think Skynet is evil because we anthropomorphize every-
_1thing. We instill human traits onto a machine when they’re not there. And we can be very evil.

Now Stephen Hawking (no relation) who is a very smart guy that they even made a movie about (| liked

it) has warned us about A.l, but | disagree with his line of thinking. Call it hubris. You can read what he

said here:

http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-30290540

Other smart people who agree with me:

http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-31023741
http://www.forbes.com/sites/patricklin/2015/08/04/stanford-expert-says-ai-probably-wont-kill-us-
all/#238f513c42f6

http://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/eric-schmidt-ai-helpful-not-harmful/
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| about the elimination of instruments of capital. There are no rich people in Symmetry. I've toyed with the °
| idea of there being other groups of people outside the confines of the four nations, but that world is so
/) big to explore that adding that at this point seems too much. I've been given some shit about my com-
// munist ideas being perpetrated in this book, which makes me laugh. | am writing and publishing this

/g If you like Symmetry, you should read Mechanism. The first issue will be out by the time you're reading Ly Z
~= this, so if you missed it track it down. It's written and drawn by Raffaele lenco, my creative partner on this ~—
Symmetry book. Here’s what it's about:

“In the aftermath of an alien invasion, a prototype military robot is rushed into the field before it is
combat-ready. Now attached to a group of survivors, it studies them to learn what it means to be hu-
man. Will it come to understand man as a noble creature worth preserving or that the human race isn’t
worth saving at all?”
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_ Humans are naturally violent. Any parent will tell you this without a shadow of a doubt. Children liketo
= hit and have to be taught to be nonviolent or they just get worse with age, especially boys. Violence isa
/ key component of our old “lizard” brain that we've evolved with. Without violence, homosapiens would N

' I
HUMAN PROPENSITY TO VIOLENCE ‘
P

/) have gone extinct long ago. The knee-jerk to anger is to lash out with your hands. To either slap or hit.

*}’ It requires discipline and a “modern” control over your brain to NOT hit someone. People like to argue

f,,! this one with me but the science is clear, we're violent. We like violence. We crave it in our entertainment ‘ 3
7 and we can get physical pleasure by committing violent acts. The meat we eat requires a great deal of \
violence, but we've separated ourselves from it somewhat with modern grocery stores and butchers.

. http://www.alternet.org/visions/why-are-humans-violent-psychological-reason-we-hurt-each-other
L https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/compassion-matters/201103/the-inner-voices-behind-violent-
ey,

IS VIOLENCE REQUIRED TO MAKE SOCIAL CHANGE?

~ behavior

! http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/vio/
I'd say yes. People always point to Ghandi and the Civil Rights movement here in the U.S. but those were
charismatic non-violent leaders amidst a bunch of other violent events that were happening. Martin Lu-

=5 ther King needed Malcolm X. Violence is also a cyclical thing so it always inspires more violence. In issue
8 of Symmetry SOL will discuss how the only way to end violence is to remove all that have committed it.
Good times! | love debate.org, you can find pros and cons for just about anything. | challenge you to pick
something you believe and try and argue the other side. | do this all the time, and it's always taught me
something.

5

http://www.debate.org/opinions/is-violence-required-to-cause-change

JOBS THAT WILL VANISH IN THE NEAR FUTURE

Automation and humans no longer working together is a big theme of Symmetry. How realistic is this
and how farout isit? Who knows? Pundits say some 5 million jobs will be replaed by 2020. By 2050,
closer to/50 million. Most at risk careers include loan officers, clerks, receptionists, retail sales, drivers, se-
curity guards, cooks, bartenders and financial advisors. Machines are also starting to write code, so that
__ will be/gone too. Computer programming is ane of the most lucrative middle class jobs there is today. ..
~___soon gone. Many say we shouldn't fear this and other jobs will be created to replace them, but I'm not
quite so optimistic. The thing with robots is someone owns them. And who owns them? The rich people
—— for the most part. It will be a further divider amongst the rich and the poor.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/02/17 fyes-the-robots-will-steal-ourjobs-
and-thats-fine/
http://fortune.com/2015/05/29/robots-jobs-automation/
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