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| SYMMETRY #8 SOCIOLOGY CLASS
— Thanks for sticking around for the final issue of Symmetry V2. Will this be the last issue? Unknown at this
point. Depends on sales of trades, etc. | have another arc in mind, so if you want to see it recommend

the trades and digital copies to your friends!

“THERE CAN BE STRENGTH IN DIVERSITY WHEN REASON WINS OVER IGNORANCE.”

I've been waiting over two years to use that. In August 2014, | was watching the news and the coverage

of the Ferguson, Missouri, protests. We had a comic book that was coming out shortly after that called
\ Genius, which was oddly timed since we'd been working on it for almost five years. If you haven't read it,
check it out it's pretty amazing. You can read the first issue for free here:

= http://topcow.com/files/Genius_01_low.pdf

The point being the racial divide in the USA was on my mind. While | was thinking about this, | went to
pick up my two sons from school. There's a park that a lot of the kids hang out at while they wait to get
picked up, and with the race stuff already on my mind | made an observation that had previously gone
unnoticed; all the kids at the park self-segregated into different areas based almost exclusively on race.
It was a shock when | noticed that they did it. | asked my sons about this and they responded that it was
always like that, The combination of the Ferguson stuff and the ongoing race discussion in the USA that’s
permeated my entire life...and the self-segregation of their high school got my noggin turning, and

~ Symmetry was the result.

http://www.webjunction.org/content/dam/WebJunction/Documents/illinois/wtt/HO_Session1D_1.pdf
https://www.raceforward.org/videos/systemic-racism

SEGREGATION GOOD OR BAD?

I'think it's bad for a lot of reasons. The inherent problem is it's not done equitably. Even in Symmetry,
//where the races are evenly split and resources are not hoarded by one group over another:..the world

still feels just wrong. Maybe I'm in the minority, but one of the things I love about/Los Angeles is the

cosmopolitan feel of it. We have restaurants and food from every ethnicity and country‘here. | routinely

hear multiple languages a day and don't give it a second thought. Would segregation help some if it was~
“ equitable? That's arguably yes and I'll include some links for you to research on your own.

=~ Weare segregated in mostareas still today:

~https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/apr/03/21st-century-segregation-divided-race
http//www.diversityincicom/news/what-does-segregation-look-like-today/
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/ UNDERSTANDING > ACCEPTANCE > TOLERANCE

it

| wanted to end the Sociology Class discussion with this thought. People talk about a need for tolerance
=, and tolerance is definitely better than intolerance or outright hatred, but acceptance and understanding = __,

/ are much better places to be. | could go on, but read this piece; it explains it better than I could.

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/looking-in-the-cultural-mirror/201402/tolerance-acceptance-
understanding

That's it for the second volume of Symmetry! There are no current plans for a V3, although | have an
outline for one written. | need to sell some trades and some digital issues to justify continuing it, so
again please recommend the book to a friend if you can!

Carpe Diem,

Matt Hawkins

MATT HAWKINS

A veteran of the initial Image Comics launch, Matt started his career in
comic book publishing in 1993 and has been working with Image asia ’
' creator, writer and executive for over twenty years. President/COO of Top-==
Cow since 1998, Matt has created and written over thirty new franchises
for Top Cow and Image including Think Tank, The Tithe, Necromancet,
VICE, Lady Pendragon, Aphrodite IX, and Tales of Honor as well.as handling
the company’s business affairs.

RAFFAELE “RAFF? IENCO

A comic book creator who has been in the industry for more than twenty
years, and whose works have been published most recently by both Marvel
and Image Comics. Raffs creator-owned works include the Epic Kill series
and-the graphic novels Devoid of Life and Manifestations. His latest work is a
collaboration-with Top Cow and-Matt Hawkins on their new science-fiction
comic called Symmetry;Born in Italy, he came to Canada when he was 4 and
currently livesiniToronto.
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_«g; STAGNATION
= ] A running theme in Symmetry is that humans have stagnated and this will generate a net lessening of
. happiness over time. Google stagnation and you'll get lots of discussion of economic stagnation and
-/ financial models. Good discussion of that here in the Harvard Biz Review:

https://hbr.org/2015/11/why-no-one-will-implement-the-best-solution-to-economic-stagnation

“% Emotional stagnation is similar to writer’s block where people can't get things done.

\ http://dailyplateofcrazy.com/2011/09/27/emotional-stagnation-at-midlife-the-cost-of-doing-vs-not-do-
ing/

The stagnation I'm referring to in Symmetry is actually a human progression stagnation combined with
emotional and a deadening of the spirit. It’s like anything when you have too much of a good thing. It
goes from special, to normal, to banal pretty quickly.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AT WAR WITH ITSELF

| can give'you hundreds of links about A.l. and I've done so in previous issues, but there’s not much |

"~ could find about this. In researching A.l. there is lot of discussion about machine intelligence and how
they will start writing their own code and fixing themselves. That’s where people get scared, is when

- they take humans out of the equation. An interesting tidbit is that humans wha are cybernetically
linked to'a computer database in real time can outperform straight machines with A.l. Maybe that's the

future? Back to the point, if machines have intelligence of a sort, there is zero guarantee that they'Il'all

agree. .especially if different ones have different variables that factor in. If you have an A.l: protecting
one country it would fight with the Al of another country, etc. Extrapolate that out to the world we've
developed in Symmetty, and what happens over centuries of these minor logic differentiations and
analysis? I've come to believe that there is no such thing as truth, merely perception, and there could
easily be a logical machine variation on that theme.

So what happens When these differing analyses start to slow down the system? What happens when a I\
program on your phane oricomputer has an issue? It crashes. What needs to be done to fix it? They get’a
__ patch. .oran update.You get where I'm going with this now. The update was always about two things: A\l
= T)changing it up for the humans, but more importantly 2) an update to the Al
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