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But I'd flown away
from everyone I’'d been
ose to 1n the

make ev&ryone “und
g good comes out of
jection. It was discrimination,
fear, but mostly it was just wrong.

I should be a cop, it

in my blood, damn it!
ing to be t
possible.

Wy
s

M ly because I uldn’t look my mom
in the eye when I was turned down as a
Pederson. I felt I hadn’t lived

my father’s memory.
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SSQUEELLCHHE~
ALL-UNITS-NEEDED-
ON-HIT-TO-1414 SEVENTH-
STREET-CONVENIENT-
MART-- SKSSHHH—-
SSQUELCHE— GUNFIRE--
DO YOU COPY?

2 JUST COME A
LITTLE CLOSER
INSTEAD.
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FOUR =
weeks Ll
LATER...

So with Frank’s help,

and the fake I.D.’s I'd
assenmbled, I made it into
the department. I was a
rcokie, the lowest rung
of police work.

TOMORROW,
WILLIAM.

= And I couldn’t have
. been happier.

YEAH, KID. TAKE
IT EASY. UNTIL
TOMORROW.

The thing I liked nost about
Bill, my training par

was that he let me take the
squad car home at night.
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7 SPEAKING OF SALT
AND SUGAR, WHAT DO
YOU THINK ABOUT MY

2\ TRAINING PARTNER?

‘

IF THIS IS SALT,
DON'T TELL ME,
T USED IT IN LAST
NIGHT’S ICED TEA.

%

g il B

/

MUST BE THE
GUY WHO LIVED
HERE BEFORE OR
SOMETHING. WOULD

YOU LIKE CREAM? 48

NAH, T TAKE IT
BLACK. SUGAR,
THOUGH...

)

RIGHT. SUGAR.
I HAVE SUGAR
SOMEWHERE...

SHOULD T BE
HONEST, OR
FRIENDLY?

I KNEW BILL BACK
WHEN T WAS A ROOK|
AND ADMIRED HIS STAMINA.
BUT THESE DAYS, HE'S GETTING
OLD. AND THAT’'S NOT A BAD THING
8 EXCEPT THAT I SEE HIM CUTTING
CORNERS SOMETIMES. CORNERS
T WOULDN'T CUT.

I APPRECIATE
YOUR HONESTY ABOUT
IT. T'LL KEEP MY EYE OUT
FOR HIM THEN, LOOK OUT J
FOR HIS SAFETY AND..

IT’S NOT A BAD
THING TO FIB HERE AND
THERE, I GUESS. BUT TO ME,
BEING HONEST |S BEING AN
OFFICER OF THE LAW. IT'S WHY
IM NOT VERY POPULAR WITH
A LOT OF PEOPLE.
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I, UH--
LOOKS UKE YOUR 1S M G. ) o
BAXTER. OH MAN,

MOM JUST DIED - THAT SUCKS.

OR SOMETHING. WHAT TIME?
RIGHT
BEFORE SHIFT.
EIGHT OR SO.

WHERE?

il " ﬂ"

f‘

e

It was a small-town
thing to do. It was
the sort of thing my
dad would’ve done. I
liked him immediately.

HEY, YOU OKAY?

U GOT A PICTURE

¥
OF THIS MUTT?

I COME
FROM A LONG ~
LINE OF COPS. NO KIDDIN?
DAD, UNCLE, YOU MUST
GRANDPA... ALL HAVE A LOT OF
COPS. RESPECT FOR

YEAH, ACTUALLY,
DAD EVEN STOOD UP
FOR ALL OF US KIDS

NCE WHEN WE WERE

GONNA BE,

WHICH
INTERSECTION?
T'LL PUT OUT
SOME FLYERS.

HUH? YEAH, ACTUALLY. IN MY
LOCKER. HIS NAME IS BAXTER. TM...
BRENDAN MILLER. ASSIGNED HERE
LAST MONTH. DAY SHIFT.

FRANK MURPHY.
THAT EXPLAINS WHY
I HAVEN'T SEEN YOU AROUND
BEFORE. TM MOSTLY NIGHT SHIFT.
FILLING IN FOR PETERS TODAY.
NICE TO MEET YA. MILLER
SOUNDS FAMILIAR.

YOU TOO. T'LL
PUT OUT THE WORD
ABOUT YOUR DOG.
DON'T WORRY, WELL

GET HIM BACK.
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HEH. YOU
SOUND JUST LIKE X : o a
< He did exactly what he said
MYT%);%@AN' 4 he would. And far more than
B I ever thought he’d do. That|
guy Frank made photocopies
of Bax’s picture

HEY, MAYBE IF T
PHOTOCOPY THAT
IRL WHO GOT
MUTILATED IT MIGHT
HELP ME FIND HER
KILLER.

FRANKIE'S ON 'Y
And handed them THE

ANOTHER
out to every cop - N, MISSION FROM

in the precinct.
They were
plastered in
every squad car
he could find,
and he even went
out of his way to
staple them up in
the neighborhood. &

r o S 4
That was the first time
I really saw someone in the
precinct who was like m
DAMMIT, FRANK! old man. And I'm sad to say

I DON'T HAVE TIME FOR N it was the last time, too.
THIS SHIT. T HAVE TWO
CASES OF RAPE, ONE
DOMESTIC ABUSE AND
SEVEN GRAND THEFT
AUTOS. YOU THINK T HAVE
TIME FOR YOUR FRICKIN'
DOG CHASES? QUIT
WASTING MY TIME!
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i Also a
It was a good time. q
A real good time. short time. \

That was the
first lettex,
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LET ME JUST PUT
BAXTER'S COLLAR ON
HERE, IT'LL ONLY BE A

SECOND.

=

SOME LITTLE GIRL
WHERE DID FOUND HIM AND TOOK
YOU FIND HIM HOME ABOUT THREE
HIMZ MONTHS AGO. WHEN HER
PARENTS DISCOVERED HIM IN

THE GARAGE LAST WEEK,

THEY CALLED THE

PRECINCT.

THAT IS GREAT
NEWS, IT'M SO GLAD H

COFFEE BEFORE I HEAD
OUT FOR WORK. WANT
SOME?

U GoT
YHOORS: ROOMMATES?
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d to a new add c
forward anything. It
them a while to find out
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This is the story of my life as it rightfully began. Not the day 113 of us
were given powers by the Pederson flash, but rather the day I ran away from
Pederson, Illinois and took up residence under an assumed name in NYC. I may
be very nearly invulnerable, but I can still feel pain. Which is a good thing,
because only pain allows us to grow, and I wouldn’t change anything I went
through if I had the chance to do it over again.

I went to New York after my
first real experience with pain:
bElﬂ? denied the opportunity to
enroll as a police officer in
Pedersen. Denied because I was
a special, A freak. So I left,
determined to prove otherwise.

I’d left Pederson in a fit
of rage. Sometimes when
you’re that angry, Kou do
things that seem 1i

good idea at the time..

Of course, looking back on it
now, I realize that getting a
fake identity under the name
Brendan Miller was not such a
ood idea. But you

indsight-- it’s always 20/20.

I've always loved
getting the mail. Ever
since I was a kid I had
this weird fixzation on
being the first one to
the mailbox.

Even if the checks
from wherever I was
working that week
weren’t addressed to
the real me, they’re
still good news.

‘\ YOU KNOW
WHO 5 G CONN?HWIN

CDNﬂSEBAX
CMON NOW
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HEY, BAX!
LOOKS LIKE WE CAN
AFFORD OUR MONTHLY
FILET MIGNON DINNER
AFTER ALL! HOW
ABOUT IT, BOY?

And it’s easy to get
attached to somebody
sounds stupid, but Bax was ‘SE\: ;gi:icib\ﬁl‘t} you
: % na. C
all had in terms of family. e T
human you might be.
y
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DIRK, THIS IS
AN ORDER. GET
LOST. NOW.

OHH, HOO HOO.
LOOK WHO'S TAKING
A STAND.

GET YOUR
NOSE OUT OF
THIS, FRANK.

NEIGHBORHOOD DOG SEE YOU
CHASER AND HIS LACKEY OUT FRONT,
WITH THE ICE MAIDEN. BRENDAN.

THEY'D MAKE A GREAT
CRIME FIGHTING
SITCOM.

DON'T TAKE
ANYTHING DIRK SAYS

TO GET SOMEONE LIKE
HIM RILED UR g

I DON'T
KNOW ABOUT
THAT..,

TM SORRY
ABOUT
THAT.

r I COULD'VE
HANDLED IT
_ FINE.

She looked at me the
way you look down the
business end of a
microscope. She knew
something was wrong
about me, because she
was a good cop.

Which for a guy with an
awful lot to hide, meant
she was about to become
a real problem. And I
really hated that.

Because I realized
right about then
that I was in love
with her.

Dramatic irony.
Gotta love it.
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THEY DON'T
KNOW WHEN TO
STOP. NOT NOwW,

NOT EVER.

T'LL SHOW
THEM HOW.

BRENDAN-~
DON'T.IT ISN'T
WORTH IT. I KNOW
I BEEN THERE.

NAH, LET
IT GO,
BRENDAN,
IT'S FINE.

N RECORI
{34 SHOWED OFF WITH A STUNT

DIDN'T GET ENOUGH
HERO ACTION A FEW
NIGHTS AGO, HUH? YOU'RE
PUFFED UP PRETTY BIG
THERE, SPORT.

N
SCENE. JESS MADE
A CAREER DECISION

AND DOESN'T NEED
X HARASSMENT
FOR IT.

THERE, YOU HEARD
HER. IT'S FINE TO DITCH
AN EXCEPTIONAL PARTNER
WITH A PERFECT TRACK
D FOR A NEWBIE WHO

THE OTHER NIGHT. THAT'S
JUST FINE!
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y IT'S JESSICA
™ THOMPSON
TOUCHED. . INSTEAD.

T DON'T KNOW.

I JUST GOT A NEW
PARTNER AND I WAS
KINDA HOPING IT
WOULD BE YOU.

CEINALRY 1 DEAD.
I PISSED WHEN T EXPECTE
IT DIED WHEN IT I FOUND OUT YOU Jyou %F;se AN A T8
ET YOU. DITCHED ME FOR / ABOUT IT. T GUESS -
- T SHOULD HAVE | T
KNOWN TO BE Kl
DISAPPOINTED.
e
| 48
7 7 &
" Soel 3| |
/ 4
|
- Q\\ ¥l
—\V. © Fl
(®) /i L8
(i
L [N
e
SO, WHAT, YOU

DECIDED TO DROP ME < —
BECAUSE YOU WANTED 3
TO GET TO KNOW HIM A

LITTLE BETTER? >

SOUNDS LIKE \
YOU'RE JEALOUS ABOUT
IT. YOU WANT HIM AS YOUR
PARTNER SO YOU CAN GET
INTIMATE” INSTEAD? T CAN
ARRANGE THAT.

\
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; I got commended for that I decided to look up the

arrest. But I also came home attorneys online and see if they

that night to find another were legit. I had a bad feeling
p— lawyer letter addressed to and I couldn’t tell if that was

Matthew Bright just my own paranoia or if..

Thing is, there was no
way anyone could have
found me without_ serious
resources and a long and
intensive search.

WHAT ARE YOU
DOING AT MY DESK
OFFICER MILLER?

OH, I WAS JUST
USING THE INTERNET
ECAUSE I DON'T HAVE

MEN. GIVE 'EM A
BADGE AND THEY

HEY, WE DON'T
THINK THEY CAN TAKE NEED BADSES 1o

TRY SOMETHING
THAT STUPID._/jey, FRANK.

ANYMORE
s Nl 7RG
ALL THAT You?
ABOUT? :

OH,
BRENDAN?
NUFFIN..
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DAMN IT.
NOW WHAT?

Pray no one saw
ou” shoot off @
ike a rocket s~ I want to shoot
s what. 1f WHAT THE = him for what he

that’s
they knew who--— HELL-~ 4 4 ¢ did to my partner.
what-- I was. NO WAY - R

But I _had to

I could fly

than any i

trying to dr

through the i

find out where he was
heading and beat him

tol the exit, But I didn’t. Because

dad’s voice is always
in the back of my mind.

,ul

. Even little
assholes.
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BUT YOUR NEW
PARTNER IS GOING TO
BE SOMEONE I THINK
YOU CAN TRUST AND

WORK WELL WITH.

HER NAME
IS JESSICA
THOMPSON.

X \ SHE ASKED FOR
THOMPSON? 7 ] YOU SPECIFICALLY
I DIDN'T KNOW SHE = = FTER LAST WEEK'S

WAS LOOKING FOI ’
ACTIONS AT THE
A NEW PARTNER. _ L MARKET HOLD-UR.

DON'T LET IT

i OH, AND
GET TO YOUR ANOTHER THING...
HEAD. / YOU DON'T HAVE
A BROTHER, DO
You?

IT’S NOTHING.
JUST THOUGHT
I RECOGNIZED YOU
FROM SOME
PLACE IS ALL.

REPORT HERE
ON MONDAY AT &30
IN THE MORNING. YOU
TWO CAN SORT OUT
THE DETAILS THEN.
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HEY, MILLER!
CHIEF WANTS TO
SEE YOU IN HIs
OFFICE. NOW.

; NO, T WANTED
You TO TALK TO YOU. ; < WILLIAM

WQENETEE’EIO I SEE YOU EVERY | ; LEFCOURT IS
SEE ME? DAY. SIT DOWN. l RETIRING THIS WEEK,

.“

YOU'LL BE GETTING A
NEW PARTNER
COME MONDAY.

PROBABLY BECAUSE
OF A LOT OF THINGS, BUT
HE'S NOT TALKING MUCH
JUST TURNED IN
RES! TION NOTICE AND
WAS BRIEF ABOUT IT.

LEAVING? 15 THIS
BECAUSE OF WHAT
HAPPENED THE
OTHER NIGHT?






