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I KNEW HE WAS HIDING SOMETHING
THE 5

IGNS WERE THERE ALL ALONG
I JUST DIDN'T SEE THEM... OR

AND

, UH--
1LOST MY DOG
THIS MORNING.

YOU THINK HE'D HAVE DONE

JESS, T KNOW
WHAT YOURE
GONNA SAY, AND T

/ANT T

EVERYTHING THEY SAY HE DID
TO SLOW DOWN THE
INVESTIGATION, AND THEN
LEAVE SOMETHING THIS
IMPORTANT LYING AROUND

THE PRECINCT?

YOU CERTAIN YOU
HAVE YOUR FEELINGS
STRAIGHT ON THIS,

~

A

NOW HE'S UN

NO, NO.
NOT AT ALL

\ V.

ICONSCIOUS

ON THE FLOOR OF THE HALL
OUTSIDE THE OFFICE.

= " \Wiy

I CHOOSE TO
BELIEVE IN MATT,
EVEN THROUGH HIS

MISTAKES. IF YOU
FIND THAT A
WEAKNESS--

WHAT IS IT WITH \
YOU GUYS? DIRK JUST
ASKED ME THE SAME
QUESTION.

\\

Y/,

I GUESS MAYBE WE SHOULD GO SEE
HOW HE'S DOING. IF HE’S EVEN STILL
LIVING AT THE SAME PLACE,

BUT ITM
MAKING NO
PROMISES

- o
o

ABOUT HOW
DEEP T'LL GET
INVOLVED IN THIS.

SECURITY
NOwW.






OEBPS/images/img_12.jpeg
OH SHIT! y
I THOUGHT YOU /
SAID THIS BUILDING
WAS VACANT!

LISTEN, I KNOW THAT YOU CAME
ALL RIGHT-- LET’S HERE SO YOU WOULDN'T HAVE TO
GET HER DOWN! BE ASHAMED OF WHO YOU ARE
I WANT A LADDER AND NOT SPEND YOUR LIFE IN
AND-- HIDING, BUT FLYING UP
THERE, AND-- 2

ISAD I'D A
GO. I DON'T i ; 3
NEED A i S
LADDER. A w /
e\ — N
. .
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= )

THEYVE PROBABLY GOT
THE SITUATION WELL IN
HAND AT THIS POINT.

5 IF YOU'RE
ADMITTING ALL THIS
TO ME, THAT THE
KILLER'S ONE OF
YOUR GUYS--

BUT IF YOU WERE TO

"4
SPECULATED.
ALLOWED [T. END OF il
DISCUSSION. _ g8

STUMBLE UPON A MAN LIKE KSR

THE ONE YOU DESCRIBE, IT
MIGHT DO MUCH TO COOL
THE SITUATION.

" ASSUMING HE
GETS KILLED IN THE
PROCESS.

OTHERWISE, WELL,
WE STILL HAVE YOU,
DON'T WE?
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OFFICER MURPHY! I JUST RAN A [N

FIELD TEST ON THE MATERIALS
USED IN THE FIRE-- IT WAS
3 INCONCLUSIVE.

I CANT
GET AN EXACT
MATCH WITHOUT
DOING A FULL
LAB STUDY.

/ THisIs
d  OFFICER

How
LONG WILL
IT TAKE?

WE DON'T HAVE
THAT MUCH TIME. IF
REALLY IS A DIVERSION, WE
NEED TO CATCH HIM BEFORE
HE MAKES HIS NEXT
MOVE.

IT’s A COPY-
CAL THIS IS
CLEAR OFF THE
PENTAGRAM AND
ACROSS THE RIVER

ON THE
MAINLAND,

£\ MURPHY.

FORENSICS DOESN'T
HAVE A GOOD MATCH ON
THE SUBSTANCE USED TO
AR s7ar7 77E FIRE 1T'S REALLY
\ "~ UGLY HERE. REQUEST
BACKUP TO PROCEED.

TEAM, OFFICER
MURPHY, 4

T'LL GET THE
OTHERS
TOGETHER. _

MATT THINKS
SO I TRUST HIS
> INSTINCTS.
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- {74 YOURRE AT THE
CENTER OF THE MEDIAS
AN NATIONAL ATTE’*JTION/
— £ MATTHEW.

THOUGHT OUT HIDING IN
PUBLIC VIEW AGAIN, OR TRYING
A STUNT LIKE THIS AGAIN,
THAT HOPE JUST WENT
AWAY FOREVER. e

YOU'RE A
STAR. MY STAR.
BUT NOT A BRIGHT
STAR. A DARK STAR.
JUST THE WAY YOU'VE
ALWAYS BEEN. LIKE THE
DARK STAR T
CREATED YOUR KIND
IN THE FIRST
PLACE.

LIKE oD AND YOURE GOING TO
weaziore o Wl e e o e
CAREFUL O KEEP YOU

AWAY FROM THE NORMAL SOCIETY.”
GENERAL POPULATION.

YOUR POWER COMES

FROM THE STARS.”

TOO BAD THE CHILDREN YOU CARE b . o
MOST ABOUT TURN OUT LOOKING 4 S y
NOTHING AT ALL LIKE THE PARENTS.. ., finle
YOU WOULD'VE LIKED . 0
FOR THEM TO TURN OUT. f/

BUT ONE HAS TO EXPECT v |3
THESE THINGS. JUST AS WELL TO
HAVE YOU TAKING UP THE MEDIA'S
TIME RIGHT NOW ANYWAY.

B
AND W/I'H THAT COMMENT, s

RECENT EVENTS WERE MAKI/)
MORE SENSE, THE PLAGUE OF
W LETTERS THAT NEVER SHOULD
| HAVE REACHED ME UNDER AN
ASSUMED NAME: A DARK TRAR

GOVERNMENT ALONE COULD
| DO. BUT WHY?

o

THE KILLER... HE'S
ONE OF YOURS, ISN'T HE?
THE MILITARY PRECISION,

DRIVING PEOPLE TO WHERE
THE EXPLOSIVES WERE

AITING-~

IT'S CALLED
XENOGENESIS, IN
WHICH THE CHILD RARELY

COMES OUT LOOKING LIKE
THE PARENT, SOMETIMES

IT’S AN ACT OF GOD, A
LIGHT FROM THE

ND
SOMETIMES IT’S THE
LIGHT OF N\ADNESS BUT
WE/LL TAKE CARE OF THAT.
JUST AS WERE TAKING
CARE OF YOU.
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THAT SUNOVABITCH! T \ HE DROPPED A PACKAGE
SAW HIM BRING IT IN! T ON THE RECEPTIONIST'S
THE PLACE WAS LIT LIKE HELL! SAW HIM! HE'S GOT A DESK RIGHT BEFORE I
THERE WERE ALREADY BODIES GOLD TOOTH AND HE'S TOOK OFF FOR MY
STREWN ABOUT THE ENTRANCE. MISSING HIS Pl ON SQUAD CAR. I WASN'T
ALL I COULD THINK OF WAS... HIS RIGHT HAND! IN THERE Wr—.}_EN T

JESU: \
MATT! THE
BOYS ARE IN
THERE!

BURNED OR WAS BROI\EN AND

IN MY WAY. I WAS LOOKING

FOR ANYONE STILL LEFT ALIVE. |8

EVERY SECC’ND COUNTED. :
\\ .
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SO, I GUESS
YOUR PAL WASN'T
THAT SPECIAL
AFTER ALL.

S 4
YEAH, AND I FIGU
v’ THAT OUT, TOO. IT WAS A \
DIVERSION. THE GUY’S CLEVER, I'LL
GIVE HIM THAT. SURE GOT YOUR
[l PANTIES MOIST, THAT'S FOR SURE.

HERE, LET ME HELP
YOU WITH ANOTHER
ONE.
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= WHAT IN
THE NAME OF |42
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W
PP

FRANK.
HOW's IT
GOING?

BETTER THAI i
VOLJRUIéAY, T START. AT LEAST
3 THE LIE'S ON THE
FLOOR NOW.
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THAT SON OF A
BITCH. NOW W:iAT/S
MAKE HiS NEXT MOVE WE HE UP TO?
| DIDN'T HAVE TO WAIT LONG.

I DON'T KNOW. s Foke
TK NO-BRAINER!
lig Do‘gx._em 1T' FEEL A, COME ON.
. FRANK. AR
YOU SURE I
SHOULD BE--
DID YOU COME
WITH ME To SA\/E

YES... BUT...

W’A
WHAT THE HELL
ARE THE F’OLICE
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I WAS YOUR FRIEND. FRIENDS DON'T LIE, NOT

YOU THINK I ABOUT STUFF LIKE THIS. BECAUSE YOUR LIFE
DIDN'T WANT TO DEPENDS ON KNOWING ANOTHER OFFICER
TELL YOU? INSIDE-OUT, KNOWING TO THE SECOND HOW

FAST HELLL REACT, HOW FAR YOU
TRUST HIM, HOW FAR--

YOU DIDN'T.
FACTS SPEAK FOR
THEMSELVES.

I DON'T KNOW/
FRANK. T WANTED
TALK TO YOU AFTER THE
TRUTH CAME OUT, BUT AT
THE SAME TIME YOU'RE THE

LAST PERSON I EVER
WANTED TO SEE.

AND THE FIRST

PERSON YOU HAVE

TO LOOK AT IN ORDER

TO MAKE A FRESH
STAS

KNOWING
YOU'LL NEVER
LOOK AT ME THE

THERE /S NO WAY FOR

ME TO START AGAIN, WHAT DO ’ IM OFFERING BUT WON'T
FRANK. PAULSON-- THE N2 YOU THE OPPORTUNITY \ THE OTHERS...
GOVERNMENT-- THEY'LL TO RIDE WITH ME. TO

NEVER LET ME OR ANY WORK WITH ME.

OTHER SPECIAL BE A
POLICE OFFICER.

TO HELL WITH THEM!
THIS 1S BETWEEN Us. DO YOU

© ROLL OVER? OR DX
YOU WAVT TO FIGHT THIS AND
TAKE BACK WHO YOU WERE?

EVERYONE
DESERVES A FAIR
CHANCE, FREE FROM
DISCRIMINATION. AND
MY AUTHORITY AS A
POLICE OFFICER GRANTS
ANY CIVILIAN POLICE
PRIVILEGE DURING AN
EMERGENCY, AND THIS
BOMBER HAS US IN ONE
HELL OF AN EMERGENCY.
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I ALWAYS SAID THE PUBLIC
HAS MUCH 7O FEAR FROM
THE SPECIALS!

FRANKLY, TM
SURPRISED YOU LET
YOURSELF BE HAND-
CUFFED, LET ALONE

TAKEN INTO POLICE
CUSTODY.

TM NOT ABOVE
THE LAW, PAULSON.
I NEVER HAVE BEEN.

UNLIKE SOME
PEOPLE.

IF HE RUNS, WE
WIN. IF HE STAYS, WE
WIN. EITHER WAY, THE .
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DOESN'T MATTER WHAT
THEY THINK, MATT. YOU
WERE A GOOD COR

THAT

ALLTHAT
5

” s
EVER MATTER:

THE PAPERS SAY YOU TRIED TO HINDER
OUR INVESTIGATION, BUT THE EVIDENCE

IT IT PROVES YOU N 5

IS HERE, AND TLL MAKE SURE THEY SEE
T YOU NEVER STOPPED

BELIEVING, NEVER STOPPED TRYING TO

FIND WHOEVER'S RESPONSIBLE FOR--

-

WAIT.. THIS MUST
BE WHAT HE—

R

THE LOCATION OF
EACH KILLING FORMS
A PENTAGRAM, AND
AT THE CENTER IS~

)

—o

(~-RIGHT HERE.
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IT WAS OVER. HALFWAY
THROUGH HEARING THE
DECISION, T THOUGHT
W PERHAPS I WAS FINALLY
FIGHTING. AND WINNING, THE
| GOOD FIGHT. BUT I LOST.

-

WE HEARD
THE RULING.
M SORRY.

WE'RE NOT
GIVING UR NONE OF
{  US. YOU MEAN TOO
4 MUCH TO THE BOYS. WE'LL
FIGHT THIS ALL THE WAY
TO THE TOR WERE
. WITH YOU.

YOu
DON'T HAVE
TO BE--
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HE SAVED MY
LIFE. T OWE HIM. YOU

GOT A PROBLEM WITH
THAT, OFFICER THOMPSON?

D
BECAUSE I SAID
YOU'D DESIGN THE
UNIFORM FOR
HIM,

ORDER IN YOU WOULD PUT A

SPECIAL OUT ON THE STREET
LIKE SOME KIND OF VIGILANTE
AND EXPECT HIM NEVER TO BE

ABOVE THE LAW?!

YOU WOULD TAKE
AWAY THIS MAN'S RIGHT TO
THE LIFE, LIBERTY, AND PURSUIT
OF HAPPINESS IN OUR
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE?
HE IS A MAN NO MATTER HIS

TALENTS! EVERY MAN, WOMAN,
AND CHILD IN THE UNITED STATES
HAS THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE
THEIR PROFESSION!

WHY DOESN'T
PRI ANYONE ASK HIM
WHAT HE
THINKS?

SPECIALS ARE
NOT LIKE ANY
OF Us!

T SA/D ] IT 1S WITH GREAT DELIBERATION AND ]
ORDER! SEVERAL WEEKS OF PROLONGED
g DISCUSSION THAT I HAVE COME TO

AN MY FINAL DECISION.

THE DEFENDANT DID
NOT BREAK ANY LAWS OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK, AND IN FACT,
EXECUTED HIS RESPONSIBILITY
ADMIRABLY UNDER DURESS. UNDER
CIVIL CODE, NO CHARGES REQUIRING
DISMISSAL FROM THE POLICE
FORCE HAYE BEEN SHOWN BY
THE PROSECUTION.

AND EVERY CITIZEN,
REGARDLESS OF HIS
ORIGIN, 1S ENTITLED TO
EQUAL PROTECTION
UNDER THE LAW. e

" NIRRT 1\'__
HOWEVER,
TECHNICALLY, THE
DEFENDANT DID ENTER FALSE
INFORMATION UNDER PENALTY
OF PERJURY WHEN HE APPLIED TO
JOIN THE FORCE. AS A RESULT, IT IS
THE DECISION OF THIS COURT THAT
MATTHEW BRIGHT CAN NOT BE
ALLOWED TO REJOIN THE NEW YORK
POLICE DEPARTMENT.
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BEFORE HE DIED), FATHER TOLD
ME THREE THINGS. SHOW MERCY
7O LITTLE THINGS. QUESTION AND
CHALLENGE AUTHORITY. AND
AVOID CIVILIAN CASUALTIES.

MY LIFE STARTED THE
DAY I PUT ON THAT.
BADGE. FRANK'S BADGE. S
AND My BADGE.
=5

= I NEVER KEEP IT fAR

FROM HAND AND IT HAS
NEVER LED ME ASTRAY.

BEFORE HE DIED
FRANK SHOWED
ME HOW ALL
THREE WERE DONE.

AND JESS WAS THERE FOR IT
ALL, MAKING SURE I NEVER
STRAYED FROM THE MARK.
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MY FELLOW
OFFICERS AND T HAVE
¥ GATHERED HERE TODAY TO
INVOKE SECTION SEVEN,
ARTICLE THIRTY-NINE OF
THE NYPD OFFICER'S

AHEM! R -

4 T'D LIKE 3 o T X
EVERYONE’S | <[ = ST A
ATTENTION [ = <

PLEASE! /

23

HIS DEDICATION TO JUSTICE
AND HIS OVERWHELMING DESIRE
TO DO COMMUNITY SERVICE EVEN

7 FUTHERMORE, AFTER MAKING A FULL AND RATHER LOUD PRESENTATION
TO THE MAYOR OF NEW YORK, WHO ALSO UNDERSTANDS THAT THERE'S
SOME VER' P THE CITY IF THIS WORKS OUT, THE DEAL

WELL AS TOTAL AUTHORITY THAT COMES WITH THAT ROLE.

COMPLETE WITH HIS
BADGE AND UNIFORM
MARKING HIM AS OUR
REPRESENTATIVE.

K

THAT'S...
FRANKS,
- WE MELTED
FRANK'S BADGE
4l DOWN AND MADE
Jd YOURS WITH THE METAL.
HE WOULD HAVE
WANTED THAT.

I BELIEVE YOU WILL
RECOGNIZE THE BADGE
NUMBER, BRIGHT.

DO YOU ACCEPT.
THIS ON BEHALF OF
THE NEW YORK POLICE
DEPARTMENT?

"‘ v

I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY,
EXCEPT THAT I THINK IT'S WHAT
FRANK ALWAYS WANTED, AND IN HIS
HONOR, IN HIS MEMORY, I ACCEPT
YOUR OFfFER.

WELCOME TO
NYPD, MATTHEW
BRIGHT!
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DECIDE, LET IT DECIDE
HIS FATE, AND MINE,

SO YOU HEARD WHAT THOSE BASTARDS

ARE SAYING? MATT FOUND THIS GUY,

TURNED HIM OVER, AND NOW HE'S NOT
GOOD ENOUGH TO

_WON'T GIVE HIM HIS UNIFORM BACK!

& < %

NEW UNIFORM. TM
NOT GONNA LET
THOSE OLD FARTS IN
THE COURTS DECIDE
HIS FATE. IM MAKING
. US A BACK-UP
PLAN! ;
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THANK YOU FOR

YOUR EXCELLENT

DETECTIVE WORK,
MATTHEW.

THE HLIN . HAVE TO
R ANYONE WHO'S
DIFFERENT HAVE TO TAKE
U

EM ALL OUT.,
'S COMING,.,
ECA 5, ANY

I WOULD'VE
THOUGHT YOU WOULD
HAVE HIM IN SEVERAL
INSIGNIFICANT PIECES

BY NOW.

' HE TOOK AWAY
HE RIGHT POINT OF
VIEW, BUT THE
WRONG LESSONS. YOU CAN'T BE A
= POLICE OFFICER, BUT T
THINK YOU'LL GO FAR AS
PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR. T'l
& KEEP YOU IN MIND FOR ANY
OTHER PROBLEMS T RUN
CROSS. YOU COULD BE
QUITE USEFUL TO ME.

SOUNDS LIKE YOU,
IN ONE OF YOUR MORE
LUCID MOMENTS.

Ve
ONCE HE'S

§ I DIDN'T WANT TO BE A PRIVA,
INVESTIGATOR. PAULSON KNEW THATL HE

_| WAS KEEPING ME DOWN ON PURPOSE--
BUT WHY? WHAT WAS HIS FEAR?

I WOULDN'T STOR I WAS
DETERMINED TO WIN THE RIGHT
TO BE A POLICE OFFICER. JUST
LIKE DAD AND MOM ALWAYS
DREAMED. JUST LIKE I DREAMED.






OEBPS/images/img_19.jpeg
IT WAS NO
ACCIDENT. NO COPY
CAT. YOU LULLED AND
CONFUSED US IN ORDER
TO PLANT THE BOMB IN
OUR OWN

HEADQUARTERS.

VI
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N\Q&QMQL

HERI THE STEP BACK, \
| 1 JOFFICER. WELL
2COUGH- HE J GO IN AFTER
8 HACK-SPLUTTER- HIM! \
COUGH! . )
= - 2 =\ = &
i

by TS TOO HIGH--
I CAN'T DO THIS!
8 OH GOoD!

N/
WE DON'T HAVE
TIME! THIS BUILDING'S
GONNA CAVE ANY
MINUTE.

-, N\

E o - 5 71 \
illlh

A
111 1~
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I WON'T LEAVE YOU BECAUSE
EVEN THOUGH YOU HAD EVERY
REASON TQ YOU NEVER LEFT ME.

I COULDN'T FIX
THINGS THIS TIME,

BEFORE JTHE COST
WAS TOO GREAT.
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I SAVED SEVENTEEN MEN
THAT DAY. SEVEN OF THEM
I COULDN'T REACH. TEN OF
THEM DIED IMMEDIATELY
UPON THE BLAST OF THAT
BASTARD'’S BOME,

BUT THERE WAS ONLY ONE
THAT I COULD HAVE SAVED
AND WASN'T THERE FOR.

H
IM COMING FOR YO
COMING TOO LATE.

BUT I WON'T LEAVE YoU
N HERE FOR THE DAMNED

} TO TAKE AWAY TO HELL.






