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His parents took off
with him that night.

In some ways, they were
the smart ones. They
knew this would give
the Government the

—

We didn't know Lee
had been molested

in that same camp the
summer before. Didn't
know why he was so
scared. Until he Jooked

| ot the quy..ond burned
S8 Him right down to
the grotind.
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N\ | Lee didn't have to
M| put up with all the [/
bureaucratic craf e
that followed. But E

believe me, over the
ars, he endured a
ell of a lot worse.

The whole country
was looking for him.
He was proof of what
everyone privately
suspected: that we.
that the Specials...
were dangerous and
ought to be locked up.

For about two years,

they went from town to
town, changing jobs and
names every few weeks.

| what happened one night...
well, there's only two

1 don't
00 much
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Whatever the source
of her influence, Lee
was apparently a model

houseguest for the year
he stayed there. According
to the neighbors -
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They were just about out
of money and long out of
hope. It's possible that Mr
Jackson was thinking they
had nowhere to run, that the
authorities were closing in.

And it's true that

he smoked, and a
cigarette was found
intheir bed. He could've
done it as an act of
desperation. Or an
accident.

But the thing is...

according to Doc Welles,

a pyro like Lee needs special
training to keep his abilities
under control, because the

force manifests itself

through thought, instead
of physically.

As a result, the power
can manifest itself under
subconscious impulse
i just as easily as when
\ it's consciously willed,
thing can set it off \

Paranoia.
Excitement.
Puberty.

W 77
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He wouldn't
even have
Known he
was doing it...
until it was
too late.
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Some of my people
talked to her neighbors
after..well, after it all
went down. They said
the two of them were
practically inseparable.
The neighbors were
worried, but Eleanor
had learned long ago to
trust her instincts,

I suppose you could e
psychoanalyze the whole i
thing, that she represented il
a mother figure to an orphan,

that he represented the only

son she had lost in Vietnam.

AN

But in the end, they were
two people who needed
someone in their lives,
and found it in each other.

ISLAND, EVERY
MAN'S DEATH
DIMINISHES
ME.”

According to the neighbors,

he was helping her around the
house for two weeks before
she found out he was
homeless, living in the streets.

NO.
IT'S FINE.
JUST FINE.
THANK
You.
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NDY. YOU KNOW
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MAYBE A LITTLE
7O THE LEFT, YES,

YOU THINK

THERE ARE

GOING TO BE
MORE.

I FIGURE
YOU KNOW
WHY I'M

YOU SEE
THINGS, RANDY.
IF ANYBODY WOLLD

WHERE
DO YOU THINK
T STARTED?

NO. YOU'RE ODD,
EVEN BY OUR STANDARDS
BUT YOU'RE NOT A K

WHALEVERHHARBENEDSTI

BECAUSE IT
ONLY FITS IN THE

SENSE, IT WOULDN'T

MAYBE YOU
SHOLLD'VE PUT
SOME OF THAT INTO
YOUR LAST BOOK OF
POEMS, MIGHT'VE
SOLD MORE COPIES,

SO WHAT
DO YOU WANT
WITH ME? YOU

THINK I DID
ANY OF THEM?

T THINK
IT STARTED
WITH LEE -
JACKSON, BUT HE
WASN'T

MURDERED.
YOU SAW HOW
HE DIED.

I KNOW,
I CAN'T HELP

CAN ANSWER THIS
QUESTION,
IT'S YOU-

/4 |

LEE, JHCKSHT S
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WE SHOULDN'T

TALK ABOUT THIS
HERE. AND T COULD
LISE SOME AR,

ABOUT YOUR
GUESTS? ISN'T

THE METER
RUNNING?

THEY CARE ABOUT,
THEY CAN
WAIT,

INTERESTING
PAINTING, WHAT'S
THE DEAL WITH
THE EYES?

EVERYBODY SAYS
THAT THE EYES ARE

THE BUT THE EYES
WINDOW OF THE SOUL.

ARE ALSO HOW THE
SOUL SEES OUT, HOW
17 REACHES OUT 10
THE REST OF US.

\

o

TRYING
TO FIGURE
OUT WHAT

THOSE EYES
ARE TRYING
AY.

YEAH,
IT IS. WHAT
HAPPENED
BILLBOARD?
WHAT, YOU
DIDN'T HEAR? IT WAS
ALL OVER THE NEWS TODAY.
JASON HAS TO CHANGE HIS

FLAGG, THE COMPANY BACKING

HIM HAS TO REMOVE ALL
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Oh. That's right.
It wasn't in an

of the newspaper
articles. You
wouldn't know.

A em——

Apparently he'd
been working all
morning, and by four

he was exhausted. A \\\\\\
It was good clean |
® work, but it took a

lot out of him.

N
W

I guess she decided
to surprise him, get
some cake and ice
cream from the store.
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BY THE TIME
THE POLICE REALIZED WHO

THEY WERE, IT WAS TOO LATE.
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AND TAKE SOME OF THE HEAT
OFF THE REST OF US.

They figured that even if
he wasn't dead, a kid that
young couldn't survive
!ang enough on his own.
they didn't know Lee.

I DON'T HAVE MUCH Guilt-ridden over the
%7 INFORMATION ON WHAT death of his parents, on B
HAPPENED ovew THE NEXT the run, scared of being E \

FEW YEARS, captured, scared of what
MAKE SOME EDULATED he was and what he could He grew up
GUESSES,

do. We had the Doc to help APRoTat cete

us understand what we
were. But Lee had nobody. 2@22‘;:‘;’,"?&;‘"9
bloo,

He grew up hard,
he grew up alone, L
and it twisted
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Then something changed. 3

Maybe he got tired of being
a monster Or maybe he just
got tired of being alone.
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YOou

NEED SOME
HELP WITH
THAT?

THAT I5..IT.
REALLY ISN'T,..
YOU DON'T'
HAVE T0 -

ICAN

REALLY LIKE..,
TO HELP

He never asked for
money, never asked her
for anything. He jus
wanted to #elp someone.
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It must've been
hard for him, seeing
most of us go on
to relative success.

THOUGH

CONTROVERS Y STILL

SURROUNDS BRIGHT'S

ATTEMPT 7O KEEP HIS
IDENTITY AND ABILITIES A
SECRET, 1S SPECTACULAR AND THE SELF-
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WHO PERSONALLY B3P A

SCALES RESULTING
ORM W

e

- WHERE
AFTER SAVING THE
LIFE OF HIS FELLOW
OFFICER, PATROLMAN

_.knowing he could
never come out of the |
shadows, never show

his face without facing
charges of murder..

trial that could s d People could sleep

ing the nightmare of | nights knowing that all
persecution back to ¢ the monsters made by
the rest of us. We had ’ 7 the force were accounted
to show them we were g y for, in jail..or dead.
heroes, that we could
help people, that we
could handle each other,
keep our own Kin:
under control.
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Give it time
honey. The righi
stil young.
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GET HERE, BUT THE CAMERAS
NEVER GET ANYTHING?
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DIED, HIS RESIDUAL ENERGY
WAS TRANSFERRED 1O
THE REST OF US.

el pia
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REMAINS.
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I SUPFOSE, THAT RANDY
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SHABOUICAVE Z CHON,
RANDY...fOU DoN'T.
eEAu-V L‘ALL 1T THAT;
Yeah, you got
a problem with
ELABORATE,
RANDY. PAINTING
PICTURES PAID

FOR ALL
THIS?

PEOPLE LIKE

TO SEE THE WORLD
THROUGH SOMEBOD"
ELSE'S EYES. THEY PAY
A LOT MORE 7O SEEIT
THE WAY ONE OF US
DOES. AND
THANKS...

...it's not as fancy

as what some o

the others have, but
it lets me monitor
my abilities.

NORMALLY, T

NOT A MUSCLE THlNG IT'S A
FORCE THING. BUT RE&ENTLY
RIGHT UP UNTIL THE NIGHT

LEE DIED, I'D NOTICED
SOMETHING --

NOTICED A SLIbHT
CRE;/ THE

STRENGTH AND OTHER
AREAS HAVE SEEN A
VERY GRADUAL
DECLINE.

EACH TIME
YOU USE YOUR
POWER, YOU TRANS-
FERIT TO STRENGTH
OR FLIGHT. IN 50
DOING, YOU USE UP
SLIGHT AMOUNT OF lT
VIA KINETIC TRANS-
FERENCE, {T'S BEEN A
SLOW PROCESS, NOT
REALLY NOTICEABLE
UNTIL RECENTLY, WITH
CONTINUED USE, IT 1S
POSSIBLE YOUR
POWERS MAY ONE
DAY GO AWAY
ALTOGETHER.

BASIC PHYSICS:
ENERGY CAN NEITHER BE
CREATED NOR DESTROYED,
ONLY TRANSFERRED 1O
OTHER STATES,

NT UR
SUDDENLY T COULD
PRESS 2200
POLINDS,

SINCE THE INCIDENT
THIS EVENING WE HAVE
NOTILED ADDITIC'NAL |N\.REASES
IN ALL A

Al S
ME TABOLISM YOU'VE NOT ONLY
REGAINED THE SMALL AMOUNT
OF STRENGTH AND POWER YOS
LOST, YOU INCREASED FAIRLY
SUBSTANTIALLY ACROSS
THE BOARD.
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DONT
HURT ME.

His rage had brought

him full circle.

/
RUN.
GET AWAY.
GUICKLY.

" 4 sitting out on the
/' cool grass one night.

T remember once,
when we were kids,
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B The call went out
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q but we weren't able
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heard what happened, but
were too scared to do
anything about it.






OEBPS/images/img_15.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_18.jpeg





OEBPS/images/img_17.jpeg
Lee didn't
have that
problem.

apart, looking for
the gang that had
killed Eleanor:
Nothing, no one
could stop him.

% IY
4 Until that night, T
dont think he or

N any of us really

understood how

3 powerful he was.
8 That changed.






