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PAULSON AND THE COMMITTEE WANTED HIM
FIRED. THEY THOUGHT T WOULD SET A By
EXAMPLE FOR EVERYBODY ELSE, BUT MATT
HAD SAVED THE LIVES OF A DOZEN OR

COPS, AND THE PRESS WAS WITH HIM. SO THE
NYPD AND THE MAYOR'S OFFICE CLOSED RANKS
AROUND HiM.

AFTER THAT,
HE BEGAN HELPING
OUT OTHER LAW

AbENLIE> ALL OVER
THE COUNTR

BEST OF US.
THE BEST OF THEM.
LIKE I SAID T NEVER
REALLY HAD ANYTHING
TO MAKE ME A PART 0
OF THE GROLIP T WAS SPECI
JUST LUCKY TO EVENIF IT’S
BE THERE. d JusTFOR
ALITTLE
WHILE.

SO PAULSON GOT
COURT ORDER

A REGULAR BADGE.

WELL, T THINK YOU'RE
SPECIAL. YOU MAY NOT
HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE
SPECIALS, BUT I THINK

YOU'RE...

THAT'S
JACOB POLACHEK.
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OSE. HE JUST...
COULDN'T KEEP HIS
HANDS OFF ME.
YOUNG LOVERS,
YOU KNOW HOW
1Tis.

™
SURPRISED
THINGS DIDN'T
WORK OUT,

S [l AND BUSY JASON?
SCHO! IT'S CATHY,
I SAW You
SES MISSED CLASS

SO I THOUGHT
TI'D BRING YOI
THE NOTES --

o

SOMETIMES IT SEEMED
LIKE THERE WAS ALWAYS
SOMETHING IN THE WAY.

ANYWAY..,
NEXUSCORP HIRED
HIM AND MADE HIM THEIR

CORPORATE SYMBOL. SENT
HIM ALL AROUND THE WORLD,
GAVE HIM THE COSTUME HE'D
ALWAYS WANTE

CHANGES AND A NAME THEY

D
ABOUT THAT ON THE

NEWS. FIRST IT WAS
FLAGE, NOW APPARENTLY
THEY'RE TESTING

CAME UP WITH IN SOME FOCUS ANTHEM, PATRIOT,
GROUE, THOUGH NOW THEY'RE 4 ISTICE --
SUPPOSED TO BE #
CHANGING T --

-- THEY'LL.
PROBABLY ANNOUNCE
THE RESULTS AT A BIG
PRESS CONFERENCE.
THAT'S WHAT HAPPENS

WHEN YOU HIT
THE BIG TIME.

YES...
1 stpFose s

A
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WHEN DOC WELLES DID
THE BREAKDOWN ON WHO
HI

CONCEIVED A FEW DAYS
TOQ LATE. BUT HE NEVER
ACCEPTED THAT. SAD HE
WAS BEING DISCRIMINATED
AGAINS

HING IS, N
HE WAS SPECIAL.
IN HIS EFFECTS THEY
FOUND ALL THESE
SHORT STORIES.
THEY WERE GOOD, T
MEAN, REALLY GOOD,
HE HAD A GIFT OF HIS

OWN, HE NEVER NEEDED

THE FLASH; HE JUST
NEEDED TO BELIEVE
IN HIMSELF.

I'VE BEEN
TO THREE OF HER
CONCERTS, SHE'S THE
MOST AMAZING SINGER
I'VE EVER SEEN..WELL,

HEARD...SOME-
THING.

WOW,
WHAT THE HELL
HAVE I BEEN
DRINKING...?

WHEN SHE SINGS,
EVERYBODY IN THE
AUDIENCE IS UTTERLY,
QUIET.

THE OTHER KID

SOME SPECIAL POWER NOBODY
KNEW ABOUT. THEY DIDN'T
BELIEVE HIM. AND IN FACT HE

' IT WAS KIND
OF THE SAME WITH
PALLA RAMIREZ,
EXCEPT THIS
NI

EITHER WAY ONE DAY
PED OUT IN

FRONT OF A TRUCK,

AND TRIED O STOFIT.

HE WANTED S
HAVE PEOPLE BELIEVE HE
WAS SOMEONE SPECIAI

SHE DOESN'T USE

A BACKUP BAND O
MICROPHONES, 'so IT‘S
HARD 10 GET TICKETS,
EVERY TIME T'VE GONE,
T'VE TRIED TO REMEMBER
WHAT SHE SANG, OR

THE LYRICS.,

BUT I CANT.
ALL I CAN EVER
REMEMBER IS T}

1T WAS...BEAUTIFI
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-- AND WE OFFER
A FULL BENEFIT PACKAGE,
INCLUDING MEDICAL AND
DENTAL COVERAGE, VACATIONS,
RETIREMENT...THE ONLY THING
WE ASK IN RETURN S, VXHAT

CAN YOU OFFER US:

IT'S A FUNNY THING...

THE MEDIA HAD BEEN TALKING
ABOUT THE SPECIALS FOR YEARS,
BUT BECAUSE WE DIDN'T LOOK
DIFFERENT FROM ANYONE ELSE,
PEOPLE OFTEN DIDN'T RECOGNIZE

CLOCKED AT ABOUT 800

MILES AN HOLIR NOW,
BUT I THINK T CAN
DO BETTER.

OKAY, SON,
FUN'S OVER, NOW
MOV,

\ ’
’ §) ) You MUST ¥ /K
) 7 jl 7 I’ HAVE BEEN

/ VERY CLOSE.

(o)
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AFTER DOC WELLES,
MATT'S FATHER WAS KIND
OF A HERC TO THE REST OF
US. HE

wi

US AWAY FROM O

TOOK T ALL THE WAY TO
THE SUPREME COURT.

MATT GOT HIS LOVE
I:'\;lx RESPECT FOR THE

WE ALL KNEW, EVEN THEN,

THAT HE WAS GOING TO BE

SOMEBODY SPECIAL.
MATT TOOK IT REAL
HARD WHEN HIS FATHER
WAS KILLED CHASING
DOWN SOME GUY THAT

TO JOIN ANY DIVISION
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT.

-~






OEBPS/images/img_14.jpeg
RANDY FISK -- YOL! PROBABLY

KNOW HIM BETTER AS RAVENSHAD i ailag WGHLSIISELT.
A E a5 AND HiS CRIME-FIGHTIN

ALWAYS HAD A GIFT. HE COULD SEE THINGS Ao e po T

NOBODY ELSE COULD: HE COULD TRAIL 4

KNOW IT SOUNDS SILLY = ARE

ANYONE, OR FOLLOW ANYONE..BUT HE'S LA S

NEVER REALLY TRIED TO FOLLOW ANY OF = &

US. BUT BETWEEN HIS SUCCESS AS AN

ARTIST, AND THE REST OF HIS LIFE, HE

HARDLY HAS TIME 1O KEEP IN TOUCH

WITH ANY OF THE OLD GANG.

THE ART BUYS HIM THE
RESOURCES HE NEEDS
FOR HIS WORK, BUT IN
THE END THEY'
ATTEMPTS TO CREATE
Ol FIND

WITH OTHERS, LIKE
LAUREL DARKHAVEN,
T MAY BE BETTER NOT
TO KNOW. SHE WAS A
TELEKINETIC, COULD
MOVE THINGS WITH
HER MIND. BUT NEVER
ANYTHING BIG, ONLY
SMALL THINGS.
EVERYBODY FIGURED
T WAS A PRETTY
USELESS POWER.

SHE DISAPPEARED A FEW
YEARS AGO. WORD IS SHE
GOT RECRUITED BY THE
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY,
KED ONE OF THE OTHERS
'D PICK HER, SINCE
- HER ABILITY WAS ONLY TO
AFFECT VERY SMALL OBJECTS.

HE SAID, “THE CAROTID ARTERY

15 AVERY SMALL OBJECT, IF

YOU COULD PINCH IT CLOSED

WITH JUST A THOUGH], SOU.

COULD SHUT DOWN THE BLOOD
ZAIN.

53| IDONT LIKE
77| TO THINK ABOUT
1T MUCH,
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ANYWAY, NOBODY
KNEW WHERE MATTHEW

ELSE WHO COULD FLY WAS ERE, SE
KEPT ON-SITE IN CASE ANYBODY
ELSE GOT {DEAS ABOUT LEAVING. .‘%%%15’&?6"32’;@%%%5
NOT THAT THEY DID, BECAUSE BY - i OUFTA;?ETTY

NOW WE'D BEEN TRAINED TO BELIEVE

/QULD HUY
THE CHANCE. WHICH WAS KIND
OF TRUIE AND KIND OF NOT,
BUT THAT'S ANOTHER
STORY.

THAT DIDN'T PATRONIZE OR
THREATEN THEM. HE KNEW
WHAT IT WAS TO FEEL LIKE
AN OUTSIDER. HE WAS WELL LIKED
BY HIS FELLOW OFFICERS,

OE-I N

THE ONLY WAY FOR MATT TO
SAVE THEM WOULD BE TO
REVEAL WHO AND WHAT HE

BUT
MATTHEW
WASN'T LIKE
ANYBODY f
ELSE.
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iN PEDERSON. IN
HIS FATHER'S OLD
PLACE, MARRIED,
I HEAR HE HAS
AKID

BN HIS WIFE DOESN'T
LIKE IT WHEN
S C,

I'M SORRY,
I DIDN'T REALIZE
1T WAS GETTING
SO LATE.

IT'S GOOD
TO TALK.

SO DO
YOU AND THE
REST KEEP IN

TOUCH?

IT A NIGHT,

YOU NEED

ANYTHING,
CATHY?

SEEYOU  J
TOMORROW.
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ANKS...
THIS SANDWICH
1S KIND OF
HARD TO HANDLE. 5
RENONNAISE
A\ EXCUSE ME.
EVERYWHERE, JOHN, HE NEVER
LIKED BEING CALLED

JOHNNY. HE WAS
ALWAYS SERIOUS
THAT WAY.

FOR THE SAME REASON SHE

EVERYBODY
HAS THAT REACTION,
SHE DOESN'T USE MICS
| DOESN'T RECORD ALBUMS.

OR EMPATHICS, CR
SOMETHING LIKE
THAT.

ALWAY‘S OFF BY HIMSELF ’
WRITING, OR THINKING.
THAT'S HOW HE GOT THE
NICKNAME POET.

‘wiamt? OH..HE CAN MANIPULATE
ENERGYIN SOME WAY OR OTHER,
T NEVER REALLY UNDERSTOOD IT.
HE CAN MAKE CAMERAS NOT SEE

MAGAZINES, LITERARY WHATEVER THEY CALL
DIGESTS, THAT SORT OF
THING. CAN'T IMAGINE THOSE THINGS,

1 HOW HE GETS BY ON WHAT
THEY PAY, BUT IF IT MAKES
HIM HAPPY --

e | TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH,

; REALLY KNEW HIM, EXCEPT

You WEREN‘T - MAYBE DOC WELLES. THEY
FRIENDS? WERE PRETTY TIGHT. HE

WASN'T IN ANY OF THE

CLIQUES.

THEN YOU HAD
CLIQUES TOO?

S

&3, o
78
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SURE. T MEAN, THEY.
HAD ALL THESE POWERS,
BUT THEY WERE STILL KIDS.
THE ONES WHO COULD FLY
ALL HUNG OUT TOGETHER,
FOR THE ONES WHO WERE
SUPER STRONG, ON AND ON,
WHY DOC WELLES
STARTED THE GAMES, SO WE'D
MIX WITH EACH OTHER
WITHOUT GETTING TOO --

Ty

GARY!
WHAT THE
HECK ARE YOU
DOING HERE? T
THOUGHT YOU
WERE OUT OF

WN,

OH, GARY...
THIS IS HAROLD:
HE JUST JOINED

THE COMPANY.

HAROLD?
PEOPLE STILL
NAMING THEIR KIDS
HAROLD’ SORRY

I WAS HEADING
IO MEL'S FOR SOME

I CAN'T,
GARY.IT'S KIND
OF AN OFFiCE J
PARTY. MAYBE

LATER?






OEBPS/images/img_2.jpeg
-- FAR AS
I'M CONCERNED 4 —f WELL I
YOU ARE A RV, DIDN'T --
LIFESAVER,
HAROLD

DON'T GIVE ME
THAT, NOBODY ELSE IN
THIS OFFICE COULD GET
THAT SYSTEM BACK ON
LINE. YOU DIDIT IN LESS
THAN Al LIT'S A
PLEASURE TO HAVE YOU

N THE COMPAN'

-- WE'RE GOING
7O O'MALLEY'S TO
BN CELEBRATE HAROLD
|l THE CONGUERING
HERO, COME ON,
MUNCHIES ARE
D ONME
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PEDERSON
SPECIAL! T LIKE
THAT!HT SOUNDS
LIKE A
SANDWICH.

AHERO
SANDWICH! IT'S

PERFECT!

ILOVEIT.

A HERO SANDWICH,

HEY, MIKE, LISTEN
1O THIS...

IT'S ALL
RIGHT. T CAN'T
BELIEVE YOU'RE

A POWER? NO, I'M THE
SAME AGE AS THE OTHERS,
EVEN RAISED WITH THEM,
BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT I
MIGHT HAVE BEEN IN UTERO
WHEN THE FLASH HIT. BUT IN
ALL THESE YEARS I'VE NEVER
MANIFESTED ANYTHING
MORE THAN A COLD

YOU
WANT 7O
HAVE A
LOOK?

1c) O A
ELSE WOULD EVER SEE N S TR,
N QUITE THE SAME il

WHAT'S
IN THE
BOOK?

NOT A PROBLEM.
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S ABLE TO
A\WITH YOUR MIND: BUT ONZY’

POONS, NOT FORKS
OR KNINES...
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POOR LITTLE \ AT TIMES
LIKE THIS, T WISH
KITTS. GOOD THERE WAS SOME-
THING T COULD DO...
LIKE STOP THE CAR,
TURN BACK
TIME...

> ..BUT THERE'
NOTHING YOU COULD
HAVE DONE. AND WHO
KNOWS, IF YOU DID HAVE
A POWER, iT MIGHT'VE
BEEN SOMETHING
SILLY ANYWAY,






OEBPS/images/img_20.jpeg
WELL, WE ALL
FOUND QUT THE SAME
WAY, ONE PERSON WOULD
FALL OFF A ROOF, REALIZE
HE COULD FLY, AND THEN
THE REST OF US WOULD

TRY IT.

THAT'S...T
MEAN, THAT'S
GREAT!

AS LONG AS
YOU DON'T MIND

YOU HAVE TO
BE EXPOSED 1O

A
THE SITUATION THAT 3
CAN TRIGGER THE \
POWER 70 KNOW L =
N AND HOW YOU HAVEIT.
DO YOU KNOW
YOU DON'T

HAVE ANY
POWERS? y

NO..NOT
POSSIBLE. BY MY
AGE, T WOULD'VE
COME ACROSS IT

SOONER OR
\TER.

RESPONSI-
BILITIES.

|III|II||IIIII||I||||\|‘ A

wuu|||ww“ﬂlt f Iﬂlwmnnww
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YOU'RE SURE
YOU DON'T NEED
ALIFT?

NOAT'S
INE. T/

LISTEN...
T WAS WONDERING
1F YOU MIGHT WANT

TO..I DONT KNOW,
GO OUT SOME-
TIME. \

OH, HAROLD,
I DON'T KNOW,
I DONT THINK 4
THAT... /
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Gi
ANYONE ELSE INSIDE
A TWENTY FOOT

COMATOSE..

ND WHAT THEY SAW,
IE SAW; WHAT THEY FELT,
EVEN

I ALWAYS SUSPECTED
THAT HE WAS USING
HIS ABILITIES IN WAYS
HE SHOULDN'T HAVE.
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Wa, W\ A |

JOSHUA KANE DOESN'T TALK

S. HIS FATHER DOESN'T 2
ALLOW T HE BELIEVES JOSHUIAS N
GIFTS OF LIGHT AND LEVITATION ARE
GOD GIVEN, TO STAND FOR GOD'S
RULES, AND HE CAN'T RECONCILE | ‘
THAT WATH THE REST OF US
HAVING SPECIAL ABILITIES. [ sason usED 10 ¢ AL
J JOSH'S DAD “THE K1

O Bt e e

DENJAL. DA NILE. WELL, ’

&
I DON'T KNOW WHY, BUT
SOMETIMES I THINK HE'S
RUNNING AWAY FROM
OMETHING... OV P
COMPENSAHNG
OMETHING ELSE IN HIS

EVERY TIME HE STAGES {

A PROTEST AT AN ABORTION P28

CLINIC, THE TV NEWS CREWS =

SHOW UP AND HE ADDS
ANOTHER COUPLE HUNDRED

VIEWERS TO HIS FLOCK.

— 5 IST ABOUT - \ )
) F— EVERYBODY. RANDY CALLED - \
e \ P b HIM A FANATIC AND TRIED A N
. Z O DECK HIM. ! \
g = I
W S .

A FEW OTHERS, LIKE PYRE,

WENT BAD AND ARE ON THE RUN
FROM THE LAW. THEY DON'T HAVE
US, AND THEY CAN'T REALLY FIT
IN WITH NORMAL PEOPLE.

N \ [/ I CANT
\ Wy [ IMAGINE HOW
#F LONELY THEY'
MUST BE.
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A\
BN

I THINK ABOUT HIM
SOMETIMES...AND T
HOPE THAT HE'S OKAY,

2

v

SN

7 HE'S BEEN CATATONIC
EVER SINCE. THEY'VE
GOT HIM IN A HOSPITAL

UP NORTH.

N

M

SORRY...I HOPE
YOU UNDERSTAND THAT e
Wi

ANYWAY,
THAT'S IT. THERE'S
OVER A HUNDRED
STORIES LIKE THIS,
BUT THAT'S ALL I
CAN HANDLE FOR

TONIGHT,

{

|

THIS IS NECESSARY.
1T HAS TO BE
THIS WAY. /
A
4 TEa

WELL,
I APPRECIATE IT,

I REALLY DO. UNTIL
NOW I NEVER REALLY
THOUGHT OF THE
SPECIALS AS PEOPLE.
I DON'T THINK T'LL
EVER LOOK AT THEM
THE SAME
AGAIN,

IT'S AMAZING i
: TO THINK OF ALL i
- OF YOU GROWING UP
TOGETHER LIKE THAT,
NO SECRETS. // 3

WELL, T WOULDN'T
SAY THERE WEREN'T
ANY SECRETS.

N YOU CAN'T.
AT LEAST, NOT
FOR NOW, NOT UNTIL
YOU CAN MORE FULLY
CONTROL YOUR POWERS.
IF YOU MADE A MISTAKE,
YOU COULD KILL ALL
OF THEM, YOU DON'T
WANT THAT,
DO You?

NO. BUT
— SOMETIMES
I

WONDER IF IT

DIFFERENCE,

4
Y

|

THERE ARE
A LOT OF OTHER
PEOPLE OUT THERE
WHO'D LIKE TO SEE
UsS DEAD.

I KNOW. AND YOU
COULD BE A TOOL FOR THAT,
BUT AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED,
KEEPING ALL OF YOU ALIVE IS
THE BEST REVENGE. THAT'S WHY
WE NEED YOUR CONTROL PERFECT...
BECAUSE IN THE END, YOU MAY BE
SOMEONE'S ONLY HOPE. WHETHER
YOU'RE OURS...OR THEIRS...
REMAINS TO BE SEEN.

BUT SOME SECRETS YOU
KEEP, OUT OF RESPECT. FEAR,
AFFECTION. OR ALL THREE. %/

V4
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HIS MOTHER WAS
AN ALCOHOLIC, TRIED

TOMKILL HERSELF THREE

10 3 IMPE]
INTO HER MIND TO TRY

AND STOP HER.

I WON'T.

HE FAILED,

AND HE

HE NEVER CAME OUT
OF THE COMA. T THINK
SHE TOOK HIM WATH
HER WHEN SHE WENT.






