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P,

HEY,.YOU'VE
GOT SOME NUT
BACK THERE, HE

GRABBED ME,
AND--

—
ELL

Mo
THAT WAS TOO CLOSE. =2\ %
I COULD'VE THROWN =Y
IT ALL AWAY, RISKED
EVERYTHING, FOR
NOTHING, ;

OF US CAN SENSE WHEN
& 7HE OTHERS ARE AROUND

> o, 2,
7 W 2
B %
RY w / .
o SOMETHING'S o
DOING 1T/ e 3
A 7 o y
¢

i I COULD FEEL JASON.

L)

LR
=2

O BE
EWHE,

% .
IE HAD Tt
o H SOM,
| l:}“ e = ¥ i
- ;1 wis®] | THE COMPANY CALLS

ME PATRIOT NOW, BUT
THAT'S NOT MY NAME.
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REMEMBER
WHEN WE WERE
GONNA FORM A
ROCK BAND, THE

THREE JAYS?

YEAH, THEN
JOSH'S DAD
DECIDED IT WAS
DEVILS MUSIC AND
SAID NO WAY.

LOOK,
JASON..T DON'T
KNOW WHY YOU'RE
HERE, OR WHY YOU
WANTED TO SEE ME, BUT

N'T WANT ETTE
TROUBLE, Y FATHER Hap SEiTeR
ISN'T WELL, AND-- INVOLVES
HIM TOO.
s
OKAY, JOSH.
THERE )‘NON’T

TROUBLE AT
LEAST, NOT
NOW.

BUT YOU'RE GOING TO
HAVE TO TURN OFF THE FIRE.
MY MOM JUST HAD NEW CARPETS
PUT IN, AND IF THEY GET
SCORCHED--

L sor
P f
ALL RIGHT... [
%

i

I I&\‘ ZA“ A d an MmN S

I TOLD THEM THAT THE
ENERGY THAT GAVE Uk

OUR ABILITIES, MADE Us
SPECIAL, WAS FINITE WAS

COKTDLD

=] WHEN
DIEIJ THE RESIDUAL
POWI:'I‘?7 IN THAT PERSON

I TOLD THEM WHAT 1D DONE

TO TAKE BACK THE POWER

FROM THOSE AT THE LOW END

OF THE SPECTRUM, WHO WERE

WASTED SOULS AND RUINED

L/VES DEAD TO ANY KIND OF

NﬂAL WASTING WHAT
WAS NOT THEIRS TO WASTE,
| THAT..WAS THE HARDEST THING

D TO TELL THEM. TO TELL ANYONE.

THEN I TOLD THEM THAT OTHERS OF OUR GROUP HAD FIGURED OUT
| WHAT WAS HAPPENING, AND THAT AS WORD GOT OUT IT WOULD ONLY
BE A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE THE KILLING REALLY GOT GOING.

7 | S0 | 07 A
BECAUSE /N THE END HOWEVER

] EACH OTHER HOWEVER MUCH

MAY HATE DO/NG 13 NONE
OF US WiLL CHOOSE 1O 6!

UP WHAT WE HAYE, AND WHAT
WE ARE. AND NONE

WAIT FOR ONE OF THE OTHERS
TO TRY AND KILL US FIRST.
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MY NAME |s
JASON MILLER.

| =
=
E
| <C

OUT OF TIME.
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WHAT'RE YOU
DONG HERE? I SOUVE
£ LOOKING FOR
SANCTUARY T TOLDYOU
R e AT
LOVE YOUR OX
SHOW, BY THE WAY. CRIMINAL, T
YOUR DAD REALLY -
KNOWS HOW TO WIND
AN AUDIENCE UP,
DOESN'T HE?

:"’> . 1
(’.‘4 /i

SANCTUARY?
WAIT A MINUTE...
WEREN'T YOU TOLD
I WAS COMING?

NO MEAN,
I WAS TOLD TO EXPECT
SOMEONE, BUT NOT THAT
> IT wOULD BE YOU.

JASON, JERRY

AND JOSHUA TOGETHER

AGAIN JUST LIKE THE
DAYS.

OKAY, LOOK,

1 DON'T KNOW

WHAT'S GOING ON
HERE, BUT--
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-.NEVER RISKED EXPOSING
MYSELF LIKE THIS BEFORE.
BUT IT'S THE ONLY WAY TO
TAKE OUT SOMEONE AT
HIS POWER LEVEL.

AUTOGRAPH?
TM NOT HERE
FOR AN--

THE HELL
ARE YOU?
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T THINK WE'LL
NEED TO DISCUSS
THIS PRIVATELY PRAY
ONIT. E ALONG,

JUST THOUGHT
OF SOMETHING, JASON.
IF WHAT YOU SAY IS TFEJUE

AND WITH EACH OF
WHO DIES, THE REST
STRONGER..THAT MEANS THE

1T, JERRY,..T
kNOW IT.

--AND I JUST
DON'T THINK WE
CAN PO THIS/gAn

QL‘“I‘I‘
;' AND
ARE

GET THIS STRAIGHT,
TINKERBELL! I MADE THIS
PLACE! BULT IT ON MY BACK!
ALL I EVER ASKED YOU TO

DO WAS STAND IN PLACE
AND GLOW, AND YOU CAN
BARELY GET THAT

YOU THINK
I DIDN'T SEE YOU CRYING
THE DAY WE SHUT DOWN
THAT ABORTION CLINIC IN OHIO?
I HAD TO MAKE ALL KINDS OF
EXPLANATIONS, THAT IT WAS
GOD WEEPING THROUGH YOU
FOR THE SAKE OF ALL THOSE
UNBORN LIVES!

YOU'RE A WEAKLING! YOU'VE ALWAYS
BEEN A WEAKLING. Iff T HAD WHAT
YOU'VE GO7, T COULD'VE MADE THIS

PLACE TEN TIM

BY GOD, IF YOU THINK TM JUST GOING
T STAND HERE AND LET IT ALL FALL
DO BECAUSE YO WE

WHAT IT TAKES TO DO WHAT NEEDS
DOING, YOU ARE SERIOUSLY
MISTAKEN, MISTER!

SAYING FOI

ES WHAT IT IS! BUT

E YOU DON'T HAVE

SIDES, AND

WE'VE BEEN

THAT WE'RE IN A WAR,
A SPIRITUAL WAR, A WAR
OF POSSIBILITIES ONE

COME KNOCKING ON
OUR FRONT DOOR, SON.
IT’S TIME TO TAKE up

WHAT WE'RE GOING TO DO
AND I DON'T WANT TO
HEAR ANOTHER WORD
ABOUT T OUT OF YOU!

YOU HEAR MER?
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OKAY, OKAY!
JMI MY NAMES JM...
T STAND IN FOR JASON AT
SUPERMARKET OPENINGS |°
AND STUFE..LOOK, THIS IS

" WHERE'S
z JASON?

THE BIGGEST GIG T'VE

THEY SAID
HE HAD THE FLU
OR SOMETHING
AND COULDN'T

MAKE IT.

GOOD FOR
YOU. LOOK, BUDDY,
I'M JUST DOING A JOB
HERE. IF YOU'VE GOT A
MESSAGE FOR JASON,
MAYBE T CAN GET
O HIM-- ¢

IT. GO ON.
HURRY.

DAMN. POWER BUILD

15 IMPOSSIBLE TO CONTAIN
AT THIS LEVEL. HAVE TO
GET RID OF IT.

[ TUTT T T 1
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ALL THINGS CONSIDERED)

I THINK THEY TOOK IT
PRETTY WELL.

ESUS
CHRIST ON A
CRUTCH...

T ME?

T'M NOT EXACTLY
A POSTER BOY FOR
CREDIBILITY, HELL, YOU
AND I HAVE FOUGHT

EXACTLY.
SO FOR THE TWO OF
US TO GET TOGETHER
OMETHING, WELL, THAT SURE AS
HELL SENDS ‘A M A
HAVE TO FI
THAT MESSAGE IS WHAT'LL SERVE
ALL OF US THE BEST IN DEALING
WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD,
AND EACH OTHER.

|
UP REAL BRIGHT AND
FLOATING IN THE MIDDLE

SOMETHING

I DON’T UNDERSTAND,
JASO] COME TO ME

WITH THIS7 AND WHY BRING

THAT CRIM!NAL IN;I‘O MY

WAY

T FIGURE 1T, AS WORD OF THIS GETS
OUT, WE'RE GOING TO START CHOOSING UP
SIDES REAL FAST. AND WE'VE STILL GOT THE
NORMALS TO WORRY ABOUT. THEY HAVE TO

WHO TO BELIEVE. ME, T'VE GOT SOM!
CREDIB!LITY THANKS TO NEXUSCORP THEY OWN
SENATORS THEY HAVEN'T EVEN USED YET.

PERHAPS TM asma
OBTUSE, JASON, BUT
STILL DON'T SEE 1S WHY T HAVE
ANY VESTED INTEREST IN GETTING /]
INVOLVED TO ;HISFE;(TSNT WITH £

Do,
THEN THEY'RE GOING
TO FIGURE QUT THAT
THE BEST RESPONSE IS

ARE
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_| T POUR IT ON.
JERRY SHOULD BE |...
THERE BY NOW.

) TS N
N ~
s\
--AND GOD N
TELLS US TO BE
EVER VIGILANT,
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RIGHTEOUSNESS. SIGNS, PORTENTS,

MIRACLES, AND HIS DIVINE WORD,

PASSED DOWN TO US TO GUIDE US
THROUGH THE DARKNESS.

SIGNS LIKE MY SON,
AREST OF MY HEART,
D AND MADE
([ A TRUE LIGHT IN OUR MOST
DESPERATE DARKNESS, A BEACON

/A TO THE UNBELIEVER THAT THERE /2
SO\ IS ANOTHER, EVEN GREATER \
l/ N\ LIGHT FROM WHICH THIS

PROCEEDS.,

g
AT THE N
CONCLUSION OF OUR
4 SIGN OF YOUR OWN...A
S "TESTIMENT TO YOUR FAITHFUL
RESOLVE, THAT YOU CONTRIBUTE
TO THE FURTHERANCE OF OUR
MINISTRY HERE AT THE 7
CATHEDRAL OF = A
LIGHT,

S el

\

AS THE
DEACONS MOVE
4 AMONG YOU, T ASK THAT
/ YOU HELP US TO CONTINUE
4 SPREADING THE WORD AND
L FIGHTING THE FORCES OF
i ABORTION AND GODLESSNESS
NOT JUST HERE BUT ACROSS

— W
A

»; THE WORLD BY EXPANDING
CATHEDRAL TV INTO EVERY
WAZ7)\, CORNER OF EVERY COUNTRY.

COME
LET US GATHER
AT THE RIVER, THE
BEAUTIFUL,
BEAUTIFUL
RIVER...

3\
COME LET
US GATHER
AT THE
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--AND WE ARE
PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ~
THE RESULT OF OUR SEARCH
e FOR A NEW NAME FOR THE -
e MAN WHO HAS REPRESENTED
NEXUSCORP SO WELL,
FOR SO LONG.
G
‘ k2
3 A
1% i 1
\\‘\“
A Q\\\ //
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/ %
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W72

S| MY NAME 1S JOHN o/
SN SIMON. AND THAT'S THE
S| MAN I'VE COME SIX

S
\\ HUNDRED MILES TO KILL.
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WE'VE HAD
FOCUS GROUPS LABORING
FOR THE LAST MONTH TO

COME UP WITH JUST THE RIGHT
NAME TO CELEBRATE THE

CORPORATE IMAGE OF

NEXUSCORP AS IT ENTERS
THE 21ST CENTURY.

ALL OF US THE DAY THE FLASH

HIT PEDERSON, ILLINOIS,
bl
Zz

I THOUGHT HE WOULD GO
INTO HIDING ONCE I FOUND

HES AFRAID OF LOSING HIS

POWER...SO INSTEAD OF THAT
HE'D RATHER LOSE ALL OF US.
EVERYONE HE GREW UP WITH
AND ONCE CALLED FRIENDS.

AND NOW, THE
UNVEILING OF ALL OUR

HARD WORK. BECAUSE YOU

SEE, A FLAG CAN REPRESENT
ANY COUNTRY, GOOD, BAD
OR INDIFFERENT. WE WANTED
AN IMAGE THAT WAS BASED
ON A CONCEPT, AN IDEAL
IN AN AGE WHEN IDEALS
SEEM TO HAVE
GONE AWAY.

NOW, WHILE WE
7 ALLOW PATRIOT TO GO

ABOUT HIS BUSINESS, YOU'RE
ALL INVITED INSIDE TO PARTAKE
IN SOME REFRESHMENTS, WE'LL
HAVE PRESS RELEASES AVAILABLE,
= AS WELL AS SEVERAL RANDOMLY
SELECTED MEMBERS OF THE
FOCUS GROUPS FOR YOU TO [ 4
TALK TO. THANK YOU

FOR COMING,

=

LADIES AND

GENTLEMEN OF THE

PRESS, I GIVE YOU...
PATRIOT!

I'D WANTED TO GATHER MORE
EVIDENCE FIRST TO SAVE MY ASS
IF I GET CAUGHT. BUT HIS EGO
MADE HIM COME OUT HERE
TODAY,.AND I MAY NOT GET
ANOTHER CHANCE BEFORE
MORE OF US ARE KILLED
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HOW YOU
DOING?

NO.
OTHER WAY,
JER, IT’S US OR
THEM. YOU KNOW
THAT AS MUCH
AS T DO,

T THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW.THE
COMMITTEE HAS MADE 1TS DECISION. IT
GRANTS YOU EXTRAORDINARY POWERS-~

AN RONIC TURN OF PHRASE, I THOUGHT--
TO PURSUE THIS INVESTIGATION, AND TAKE
WHATEVER STEPS YOU DEEM NECESSARY
TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
INTEREST, AND TO SAVE THE LIVES OF
ANY INNOCENT CIVILIANS WHO
MAY GET CAUGHT IN
THE MIDDLE.

%ENATOR
YOU UNDERSTAND THAT

THE YOUNG MEN WITH ME, AND
THOSE WE RECRUIT LATER, WILL

HAVE TO HUNT DOWN THE
INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THIS

4 CONSPIRACY.
=

IT’S ALTOGETHER
POSSIBLE THAT SOME
OF THEM MAY RESIST

BEING ARRESTED OR TAKEN
IN FOR QUESTIONING, SOME
M M

OF THE AY EVEN DECIDE
1T'S BETTER TO DIE
FIGHTING.

1 UNDERSTAND
THAT, MR. KANE, WHICH
1S WHY YOU'RE GOING TO

OPERATION. SOMEONE WHO IS
ENTRUSTED WITH SAVING LIVES,
ALSO HAS THE LEGAL

1 HAVE SECURED
JUST THE RIGHT MAN
FOR THIS PART OF
THE OPERATION.
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--AND DO YOU
SWEAR THAT THE
STATEMENT YOU ARE
ABOUT TO ENTER INTO
EVIDENCE 1S THE TRUTH, THE
WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING
BUT THE TRUTH, SO HELP
YOU 60D?

P
MY FEELINGS HAVE NOTHING

TO DO WITH IT. NOTHING TO
DO WITH ME AT ALL.

ALL RIGHT, MR,
KANE, WOULD YOU

PLEASE TELL THE
COMMITTEE, IN YOUR OWN

THE VIO
OF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT.

AN

NN

N

MM

AN

MY NAME ISN'T
MR. KANE. MY
NAME IS JOSHUA.
AND THIS HAS
NOTHING TO DO
WITH ME.

1 GUE:
I FIRST GOT WIND
OF IT ABOUT SIX,
SEVEN MONTHS
AGO...
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> IM SURPRISED

N N THIS
BEFORE TODAY. WHAT
ABOUT THE DOCTOR

WE ASSIGNED TO

PEDERSON YEARS

AGO, WHAT'S HIS
NAME--

BESIDES, ASIDE
FROM THE
OCCASIONAL CHECK-
UPS WE STILL HAVE TO
UNDERGO, WE DON'T

WHAT EVERYONE
ELSE SAID PRETTY
MUCH COVERS

18

THE SUPREME
COURT DECISION TLL SPEAK TO
THAT GAVE THE MY ASSOCIATES IN

SPECIALS THER CIVIL e JUDIC

RIGHTS ALSO GAVE THE

COVERNMENT CERTAN  sOpE PRIV,;‘TE HEARNGS

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

YOULL ALL HAVE TO Qe RSE,
TESTIFY, OF
COURSE.

COME UR
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1 SUPPOSE
YOU'RE WONDERING
WHAT ‘,EOULD BRING

DISPAR,

INDIVIDUALS AS THE ONE
YOU SEE BEFORE YOU. I
WOULD BE LYING IF I SAID IT
WAS ANYTHING LESS THAN

ENLIGHTENED §
NOT JUST FOR OUR OWN
SAFETY, SENATOR,
PRESERVATION OF OUR
COUNTRY ITSELE

AS WE HAVE
COME TOGETHER, WE
KNOW FOR A FACT THAT
MANY OTHER SO-CALLED
SPECIALS HAVE UNITED IN
COMMON CAUSE. AND THAT
CAUSE IS NOTHING LESS THAN
A CONSPIRACY TO
OVERTHROW THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES.

AT TAXPAYER
EXPENSE, THEY HAVE
TRAINED AND HONED THEIR
SPECIAL ABILITIES FOR OVER TWO
DECADES, AND NOW MANY OF
THEM--WE'RE NOT YET PREPARED TO
SAY HOW MANY--ARE DETERMINED
TO USE THOSE ABILITIES JO REMAKE
THIS COUNTRY IN' OMET
MORE SUITED TO THEIR
SENSIBILITIES,

THESE
ARE SERIOUS
CHARGES, MR.
KANE. ARE YOU
PREPARED TO PROVE
THEM, AND T
NAME THoSE
INVOLVED?

AT THE PROPER TIME,
YES, THE PROBLEM 1S ONE OF
LOGISTICS, THE MOMENT

OTHING TO
WILL STRIKE,

WE MUST S
NEUTRALIZE THEM
BEFORE WE
ANNOUNCE OUR
INTENT.

~4 . FURTHER, 1T
IS IN EVERYONE'S INTEREST TO
BREY" ENSURE THAT THE NAMES OF THOSE
— NOTINVONED IN THS ARE CLEARED. OF

(o)
SUSPICION, LEST THE ACTIONS OF SOME
BLACKEN THE REPUTATIONS OF ALL
INVOLVED.
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T WAS THINKING
THE SAME THING.
IT'S A LONG WAY
SINCE THEN, JER,
A LONG, LONG

» A KIND OF LIKE
/{/y OLD TIMES, ISN'T
! ) T2 YOU AND ME,

YEAH,
YOU'RE
PROBASBLY

RIGHT.

HEY JER...
YOU KNOW HOW

T KNEW YOU WERE p
NEVER REALLY ALL

THAT BAD?
ﬁl

STILL..YOU
KNOW, THAT
WAY?
NAH. NOT IN. THE
WORLD HE HAS TO
\ IVE IN.

CLOSET THAT NIGHT. T

ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT
WAS A REAL STAND-UP
THING FOR YOU TO DO

“YEAH, WELL, b

YOU KNOW,..I'M o g
,, NO, M THE GOOD =
AECOERCON GUY, YOU'RE THE BAD
= GUY, REMEMBER?”
"RIGHT..T FORGET

SOMETIMES.” e

MY NAME Is [
JOSHUA KANE.
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MY APOLOGIES FOR
MAKING YOU WAIT,
GENTLEMEN. WE'VE PRAYED
ON 1T, AND WE'VE COME

N
N
i

RESTING
UPSTAIRS,
SERVICES TAKE A
GREAT DEAL OUT OF

Y,

T,

WE HAVE A LONG
AND DIFFICULT JOURNEY
EAD OF US. AS JOSHUA
W
;

WAR, A WAR FOR THE FUTURE OF
THOSE GOD HAS BLESSED, AND THE
FUTURE OF THE WORLD ITSELE
WARS REQUIRE EXTREME MEANS.
WARS REQUIRE SACRIFICE. AND
FROM TIME TO TME, IN
ANY WAR,

PEOPLE DIE,

ITIs <

UNFORTUNATE, IT IS
A SAD THING, 8UT IT IS
INEVITABLE. PEOPLE ARE
GOING TO DIE NO MATTER
WHAT WE IN THIS ROOM |
MIGHT PREFER, BETTER TO BE
ON THE SIDE THAT WINS,
AND LIVES, THAN THE
OTHER,

T

W

JHIN

Y iarrp

Z

7w

BUT WE WILL
NEED ALLIES WITH
OTHER KINDS OF
POWER. AND THERE
1 CAN HELR

“NOW I SUGGEST YOU
| GET SOME SLEEP. WE
LEAVE BEFORE DAWN”
o
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--SO I
APPRECIATE
YOU TAKING
TIME TO SEE
US, SENATOR
MCCLELLAN.

“w
N

>

Sai

X
N

NN

N

s
S22

X
N
s

SN
N
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IT'S ALL RIGHT,
PAULSON. YOUR DEPARTMENT
HAS BEEN MONITORING THE

DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPECIALS
EVER SINCE THEY WERE DISCOVERED.
WHEN A MAN LIKE YOU RINGS THE

ALARM BELL, EVEN AN OLD

FIREHORSE LIKE ME KNOWS TO

PAY ATTENTION.

1 APPRECIATE THE

VOTE OF CONFIDENCE,
SENATOR, ALONG WITH THE
O‘{SERS WITH HIM, IM SURE

1 DO INDEED.
THE LAST FEW

ELECTIONS YOUR
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS

LTHINK
HELPED KEEP SOME OF 1T WOULD BE

KANE, DRECTOR OF THE QLR PARTY'S FAVORITE CEXPUANED THE-
CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT, Los‘;é% T];HE‘R s%%;‘%%;{g SIS

NOW
PLEASE,
SIT-

PLEASE...
GO ON.

!
AT

11

--AND TELL ME
WHAT'S SO URGENT
THAT IT COULD DRAG
YOU GOOD PEOPLE THIS
FAR JUST TO SIT IN
MY OFFICE.
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SOME IN THE
CONGREGATION AND
THE MEDIA CALL

NAME IS JOSHUA.

ME
SANCTUARY, BUT THATS
NOT MY NAME, MY

I LOOKED IT UR JOSHUA
MEANS THE SALVATION
OF 6on. THER
TRANSLATION IS GOD IS
3 SAWVATION, I LOOKED IN

BUT I'VE ALWAYS HAD
OBLIGATIONS QUTSIDE
MYSELF, SO I FIGURED IT

ALONG FOR THE RIDE.

T

BUT ALL T HEAR, INSTEAD
OF GOD'S SAIVATION, IS
GOD’S LAUGHTER.






