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s 1S now
generally
known,
e“‘young
woman” in ques-
tion was Stephanie
Maas, aka Critical
Maas, described
by court psychia-
trists as “‘emotion-
ally disturbed and
extremely dangerous, erratic and
definitely pathological.”

Maas declared that Chicago,
located roughly one hour from
the Specials’ hometown of
Pederson, Illinois, was her own
prvate domain. Within an hour
of her arrival, every major high-
way, bridge and roadway out of
Chicago had been destroyed. The
destruction of all local telephone
and microwave transmission
towers and cell phone repeaters
guaranteed that no inside informa-
tion would escape to the outside
world.

From time to time, some have
escaped Chicago on foot, carrying
tales of destruction and excess,
but none of them have ever been
independently verified. Several
attempts by military forces to take
Chicago have met with swift and
deadly reprisals.

Chicago was not the only city to
be affected by the arrival of escap-
ing Specials, though few suffered

Atlanta Burns

Specials gather for barbeque outside Griffith Park Observatory.

as severely.

According to the best data avail-
able to the administration (see side-
bar), the highest concentration of
Specials at present is in California.
A dozen or so have taken up resi-
dence in and around Griffith Park
and the Observatory, closing off
the grounds to all “normals” under
threat of retaliation. Democratic
Mayor Julius Cohn has worked
closely with the refugee Specials
to guarantee their safety, and the
safety of the community.

Over the last ten years, other
Specials, alone or in smaller
groups, have taken up residence
or been sighted in San Francisco,
Seattle, Austin, Denver, Tulsa,
Boston and Portland, Oregon. New
York remains clear of Specials due
to the continued presence of Police
Officer Matthew Bright, himself
a Special. In several celebrated
encounters with rogue Specials,
Bright has continued to win a
place in the hearts of even hard-
ened New Y orkers.

“We're very glad to have him
here,” explained New York's
newly elected Mayor Simon St
Claire. “We're pretty sure he’s
the only thing that's kept us from
becoming another Atlanta.”

The second buming of Atlanta
took place only a few months
after the Surge, when a dozen
rogue Specials landed in Fulton
County Stadium during the fourth
game of the Braves/Twins World
Series. The conflict that followed
began when Atlanta police forces
attempted to seize the Specials
upon arrival.

There is no archival or photo-
graphic footage of what ensued.
The ferocity of the destruction can
only be seen in photos taken in the
aftermath of the conflict, which
leveled most of downtown Atlanta,
causing billions of dollars of dam-
age and destroying the corporate
headquarters of Ted Turner’s TNT
and CNN operations. [ ]
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Powers, a tren

San Francisco

nightclub, boasts Special clientele and
decor.
An unidentified
at a Cleveland diner.
fishing-trawler net is used by this
jal to carry his belongings and fam-
ily overseas to France.

OUTSIDE

‘ ‘ that the loss of life and
I property  damage in
Chicago, Atlanta and other

major cities was terrible,”

says Dr. Quentin Mallone, head of the
Department of Psychology at San Diego
State University. “But there’s also no
question that it could have been profound-
ly worse.

“You're dealing with a group of extremely pow-
erful people who feel, rightly or wrongly, that they
have been oppressed,” Mallone said. “The natural
reaction, when handed the opportunity, especially
after friends or loved ones have been killed, is to

ecial eats for free

lash out at your perceived ene-
mies. The extent of the dam-
age makes us lose perspective:
this damage was done by only
25-30 of the Specials, who
still number nearly one hun-
dred.”

What about the rest?
According to State Department files, some of the
Specials fled the United States after the Surge,
taking up residence overseas, often under assumed
names. “Most people, even Specials, want to live
normal lives. They want to have families, good
jobs, and raise their children. They didn’t ask for
these abilities, and in many cases don’t want them.
They find their powers as much of a burden as a
blessing.”

The rest, Mallone says, “stepped outside.” He
explains: “Imagine it: one day, you wake up, and
you're invulnerable. You can fly, you're impos-
sibly strong, with who knows what other additional
powers, like flight or pyrokinetics. No one can stop

They go where they want,
and do pretty much whatever

they want.

22 — Dr. Quentin Mallone
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around them.

Fleven of the most powerful,
potentially gifted humans ever
to walk on the planet, dead. One
can only wonder at the sheer loss
and waste of potential.

There has also been a price for
the survivors, beyond having to
carry the pain for those already
dead.

Chandra, once the most pop-
ular and highly-paid model in
history, has lost every contract,
her homes, and every source of
income.

Randy Fisk, once a millionaire
several times over, can only sell
his artwork on the underground
art circuit. Fach time the govern-
ment discovers one of his hidden
accounts, the money is seized.

And Singer Paula Ramirez,
once the darling of the concert
circuit, is said to be on the run in
Montana, living on the streets.

Things To Come

‘What, then, of the future?

“We have, grudgingly, come to
accept that the Specials
are now a part of every-
day life,” Psychiatrist
Dr. Mallone suggests.
“They represent a crisis,
and as humans we have
a remarkable capacity
to accept the changes
wrought by crises.
How many people die
each year of AIDS? At
another time, the idea
of millions of people
dying as the result of a

L]
L]
L |
L |
L]
|
|
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Reconnaissance telephoto of Chicago skyline. (Note shattered highrise apartments.)

sexually transmitted disease was
terrifying. Now, sadly, we look
at the figures in the newspaper
and move on to the sports pages.

“People at the time have been
able to accept the death of mil-
lions and the transformation of
the map of Furope caused by the
Black Plague, and two World
Wars. It is hardly a leap in logic
to say that we have, in time,
learned to accept the current situ-
ation as the status quo.”

But even Mallone agrees that
it will not remain the status quo
indefinitely.  Several Specials
have married and had children,
some even before the Surge, and
there is no question that their
unique abilities are not geneti-
cally transferred, their children
show no sign of having inherited
their enhancements.

Time is the inexorable force
that shapes all our lives, and for
all their powers and abilities, the
Specials are no different than the
rest of us. They age, as we do,
and though they may be imper-
vious to bullets and bazookas,

Dr. Mallone speaks at a recent symposium, “Specials vs.
Everyone: A Dynamic for Failure.”

they have shown no evidence of
being immune to the passage of
time. Their faces show wrinkles
where there once were none, oth-
ers are turning prematurely gray,
and some of them have begun to
show early traces of male pat-
tern baldness. Some scientists
have begun to speculate that the
energy they use may burn up
their bodies even sooner than a
normal human lifespan.

Sooner or later, one at a time,
they will leave us. Once, their
existence would have been
unthinkable. Now they are here,
and we can hardly imagine a
world without them. Twenty,
fifty or a hundred years from
now, when they are gone, it
will be hard for our inheritors to
imagine what it was like to have
them.

The question that we, and
they, must one day face is this:
what was done in their presence?
‘What have we, and they, brought
to the table of human existence
to justify our time on Earth? Has
the mishandling of the Specials
crisis turned this into
something worse than
a national nightmare:
has it been a catalog of
missed opportunities?

Only time will tell. @

(The following corre-
spondents  contributed to
this report: Suzanne Milch,
New York; Harrison Frank,
California; Melissa Turstone,
Washington DC;  Samuel
Kincaid, Los Angeles.)
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mented. “It’s unfair to accuse
us of overreacting because we
came armed with guns when these
people are guns, walking, living
weapons. It looks worse for us in
the pictures, but the real danger
was always on the other side.”

‘While there’s no question that
a half dozen soldiers and a still-
undetermined number of Specials
were killed during the siege at
their Colorado compound, the
facts blur again when it comes to
the details of the conflict.

“They [the Specials] always
told us there were high powers
and low powers and medium
powers among them, but that day
in Colorado we found out that was
a lie,” said a Justice Department
source. “They were all high-pow-
ers. Which proves we were right
to believe they were withholding
information about the extent of
their abilities. If they were con-
spiring in one area, then it makes
it that much easier to believe they
were conspiring in another.”

But according to Randy Fisk,
the situation is more complicated
than the administration portrays.
“Whenever one of us dies, his
latent energy is transferred back
to the rest of us as a group. The
surge happened after a number
of us died. At some point, the

It’s unfair to

accuse us of over-

reacting... these
people are guns,
walking, living
weapons.

— ATty

energy transfer hit critical mass. Suddenly we all

found our abilities multiplied tenfold, or several |for all Americans.

hundred fold, depending on where each of us was on
the power scale when the surge hit.”

. GEN. MICHAELS

The aftermath of the Colorado siege.

Dismissed by the administration as improb-
able, some scientists, such as Dr. Lowell Francis
of Harvard’s High Technology Research Lab,
have suggested that this scenario is possible.
“Energy cannot be created or destroyed,” Francis
told Mediaweek. “It can only be transformed
from one state or condition to another. So yes,
such a transfer of energy could theoretically take
place among the Specials.”

Because many scientists have taken oppos-
ing sides in this debate, it is doubtful that there
will ever be any conclusive proof demonstrating
that either there really was a so-called “surge”
in power, or that the Specials were withholding
information concerning the extent of their abili-
ties may never be known.

‘What is certain is that the events of that day

have had far reaching and enduring consequences

Mediaweek JULY 14, 2012
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Stephanie Maas
arrives in Chicago.
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Before and After Photos of
] Stephanie Maas and Critical
§/ Maas.

‘I THINK IT WAS AROUND SUPPER TIME — six, maybe six-fifteen
— when we saw this young woman come down out of the sky in the middle of
the street,” remembers Henry Ducet, an unemployed cab driver, previously of
Chicago. “She stood there, looking around for a while, like she’d just moved
in and was deciding where to put the furniture.

“NEXT THING WE KNEW, THERE WAS THIS BLUR, and the streets
began to pull up all around us. Sidewalks, streets, concrete.. it all just started
coming down around us. Was she upset? Yeah, I’d say so.”

Mediaweek JULY 14, 2012
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no weapon that can hurt you short
of a tactical nuke, no cell that
can hold you. For a lot of the
Specials, that realization meant
stepping outside the system.”

Mallone feels his observations
have been borne out by the facts.
“Many Specials no longer hold
a job. They do not use money.
They don’t have to. If they are
hungry, they walk into a restau-
rant or grocery store, and quietly
take whatever they want. They
don’t have to make a scene; the
threat implicit in who
and what they are is
usually sufficient
motivation for most
people to stand aside.
If they’re tired, they go
into a hotel and sleep.
Who's going to evict
them? They go where
they want, and do pret-
ty much whatever they
want.

“Most of it’s fairly
benign. There are even
some clubs — mainly
in San Francisco and
Seattle — that com-
pete for Specials as
clientele.”

This competition has extend-
ed into other cities and major
corporations eager to ensure that
their interests are protected from
rogue Specials. Jason Miller, aka

Rev. William_Kane at the
Cathedral of Light.

Patriot, remains the
corporate symbol of
NexusCorp, and has
been loaned out to
other cities and states
as needed. Despite
threats of Federal
prosecution, Randy
(Ravenshadow) Fisk
operates pro bono to
help small cities that
cannot afford the NexusCorp fees
to deal effectively with Special
incursions.  Other corporations
rumored to have Specials on the
payroll do so with a
minimum of public-
ity.

Among some
young people who
spent their forma-
tive years after the
Surge, and who
have never known a
world in which there
were no Specials, the
enhanced few have
become the equiva-
lent of rock stars.
For many alienated
young people, who
consider themselves
outside  “normal”
society, the Specials represent
the ultimate in non-comformity
and rebellion against authority.
Others are drawn by the lure of
power and danger. Entire sub-
groups of youthful underground

(lefySpecial uni-
forms and cos-
tumes are the
Special-ty of the
day at dhese youth
gatherings.

(below)Randy Fisk
meets with town
offtcials.

society have dedicated themselves
to emulating the Specials in atti-
tude and dress.

Many find this trend troubling,
including the Reverend William
Kane, founder and head of the
Cathedral of Light in Urbana,
Illinois, who is also the father of
a Special, Joshua Kane. “Young
people are not being wamed suf-
ficiently about the danger of hold-
ing these individuals up as role
models. Some of these people
have murdered law enforcement
officials, and pose a threat to our
very way of life. Much of the
blame for this must rest with the
media, which has glorified these
people and given them cult sta-
tus.”

‘Whatever one’s feelings might
be conceming the Specials, the
reality is that they are still here,
among us. They are a force that
must be contended with. So the
question becomes, what is being

For a live virtual Townhall meeting on the influence
of the Specials on today’s youth go fo jqpublic.medic
aweek.com, July 17 at 300 EDT!
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done now to deal with the situa-
tion, and where are things headed
for the next few years?

Present Tense

Following the Atlanta and
Chicago incidents, most cities
quickly adopted a “don’t start trou-
ble” stance in response to visiting
or resident Specials. “We don’t
bother them, and in most cases,
they don’t bother us,” one local
city government source noted.

In some cases, however, that
approach falls short. At last
count, nearly twenty Specials have
adopted criminal lifestyles, based
either on previous run-ins with
the law that have now become
daily routine, or in response to
their perception that the govern-
ment is responsible for their situ-
ation, tried to have them killed or
imprisoned, and is thus deserving
of retribution.

The litany of their crimes fills an
FBI task book that is only slightly
smaller than the New York Yellow
Pages: Bank and armored car rob-
bery, assault, grand larceny, man-
slaughter, murder and attempted
murder comprise only a fraction
of the charges made against them.

“It’s a frustrating situation for
us,” said FBI agent Ned Carstairs,
lead agent on the Specials Crime
Task Force. “We've got a few
Specials on our side we can call in
when we hear about one of them
in action, but usually by the time
our side can get there, the bad
guys are gone.

“We’ve managed to apprehend
a few of them from time to time,
mainly the ones who can’t fly,
but once you've got them, the
question becomes where do you
put them? What do you do with
them? There isn’t a prison in
existence that’s been built capable
of holding these people. Jason or
Matthew or some of the others
can hold onto them, but even they
have to go to the bathroom some-
time, you know?”

The result so far has been an
imperfect solution.  Criminal
Specials — those who can’t fly
— are dropped into barren envi-

(Above) The Specials Crime Task Force (SCTF) Headquarters in Arlington, Virginia.

(Below) An unidentified Special clashes with local police in Cavenaugh, Montana.

ronments, usually the North or
South Poles, or parts of equato-
rial Africa or the Sudanese desert.
The climate has no affect on them,
but walking out again can take
weeks or even months. Once they
reach civilization, however, they
can quickly find passage back to
the United States.

“And when they get here,
they’re just that much more angry
and dangerous,” said Carstairs.
“It gets them out of the system for
a while, but in the end it doesn’t
solve the problem, it only makes
it worse.”

Despite public demands for
intervention, the military option
has also proven useless, much to
the dismay of Administration offi-
cials who, early in the crisis, prom-
ised to contain the situation. “We
didn’t understand that the situa-
tion had changed,” said Attorney
General Michaels. “Our data was
based on an understanding of their
abilities pre-Surge. At that time,
early on, they could have been
contained. Not so later. Which, 1

think, gives some credence to the
idea that perhaps we should have
been more aggressive early on in
containing these individuals.

“Based on the revised figures
we're reasonably sure that a tacti-
cal field nuke could take some
of them out,” Michaels added,
“but who wants to pursue that
option in downtown Austin or San
Francisco?”

Many,however, refuse toaccept
that logic. “The administration
is asking us to accept that we
have, in essence, lost Chicago,”
remarked Senator Edward Farrell
(R-MD). “T'm sorry, but that’s
just insane. If a foreign power
had invaded and conquered a
major American city, there is no
recourse we would not pursue,
no effort we would not make, no
pain we would not endure to push
them from our shores. This is the
policy of capitulation, not leader-
ship. If we don’t know a way
to deal with these people then
we have to find one. If the cur-
rent administration is incapable

Mediaweek JULY 14, 2012
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The raid on the Specials compound in Colorado.
(UPI)

artist and Special Randy Fisk, aka
“Ravenshadow.” Speaking on behalf

of many of the Specials, Fisk agreed to an exclusive
| Mediaweek interview on the condition that his location
: .ot be revealed. “There was no negotiation, no warn-
g, just heavily armed soldiers with tanks suddenly
powing up at your door. It was Waco all over again.

: wen,that several of us had recently been murdered,
d every right to protect ourselves.”

‘ ‘ HEY CAME AFTER US GUNS
BLAZING,” said commercial

“The charge that certain indi-
viduals associated with the
government’s actions were also
responsible for the death of sev-
eral of the Specials is hardly
new,” one anonymous SOuIce
in the Senate Judiciary panel
snapped back.
making that claim for ten years
and haven’t produced a shred of
proof. For all we know
of them may hav
own kind to provoke just this
kind of situation. Remember,
they’re not human in the way
we understand that word to
mean. Seeing what they ve
done to the rest of the world
since then, who kn what
they’re capable of doing to
each other?”

In her first public com-
ment on the subject in over a
year, United States Attorney

yeneral Luanne Michaels
told Mediaweek “There’s no
question that, in the attempt
to detain these individuals for
questioning, mistakes were
made. On the other hand,
it must be remembered that

ULY 14, 2012

these were duly appointed offi-
cers of the court serving legally
obtained warrants and subpoe-
nas. They were met with resis-
tance, and given the power of the
opposition, had no choice but to
defend themselves.

To the charge that infrared
reconnaissance video footage of
the raid on the Specials com-

pound in Colorado shows armed

soldiers firing on fleeing Specials

— who despite their unique

abilities were still ¢

Michaels responded,

computer labs have demonstrat-

ed repeatedly that the hot-spots

in question are not gunshots, they

are reflections of sunlight.”
Another Justice source com-

Atty. General Luann Michaels at a press conference.
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