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MINUTE..CAN WE
GET ANOTHER
PICTURE..WHAT'S YOUR
NEW NICKNAMEZ.. WOULD
YOU LIKE TO POSE FOR
PLAYGIRL?
I SAID WHAT I
CAME TO SAY. I
DON'T THINK ANY

Y

=, I =]

NO REASON WHY THEY SHOULD,
EITHER, THIS USED TO BE THE
LAND OF THE FREE. NOW IT'S

THE LAND ¢

y |

LRTELTVA!
9

THE HUSTLE, LAND
HE

LS RN T

| HELL, I SA/D SOME OF
THE SAME THINGS WHEN
I WAS WORKING FOR
2 WH (o,

THEY SHOULDN'T, WHICH
WH, FOR

YOURE SURE
WE'LL BE SAFE
HERE?
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NOUGH MONEY,
NOBODY ASKS QUESTIONS, T
WANTED IT TO BE A
SURPRISE, A PLACE WHERE
WE COULD GET AWAY
FROM IT ALL.

I WENT
SHOPPING BEFORE
I GOT YOU. THE
LARDER’S FULL.
ENOUGH TO LAST FOR
MONTHS, AND THERE'S
A LINE OF PRE-PAID
CREDIT AT THE
LOCAL STOR!

ENOUGH TO
FEED A SMALL
SOUTH AMERICAN
VILLAGE FOR A YEAR.
THE LONGER YOU CAN
AVOID USING THE
CREDIT CARDS, THE
HARDER [T'LL BE TO
TRACK YOU.

FROM THE WAY
YOU'RE TALKING,
EITHER YOU'RE EXPECTING
NOT TO COME BACK HERE
VERY SOON, OR VERY
OFTEN. OR 8OTH. IS

AT TRUE? .

TO KNOW,

I DON'T KNOW, T WisH I DID,
ALL T KNOW |5 THAT BY DOING
WHAT WE'VE ALL DECIDED TO
DO, TRY TO CHANGE THE
WORLD AND MAKE T A BETTER
PLACE ~- WHETHER THE WORLD
LIKES IT OR NOT ~- ISN'T GOING
TO BE EASY. WERE GOING TO
MAKE A LOT OF ENEMIES.
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SOMEWHERE IN . \
THE UKRAINE. .

AST
THOUGHT, AND
THE WEEK
BEFORE?

AH. 50O, THEN,
THE WEEK BEFORE
THAT, THAT WOULD
HAVE BEEN --

ALSO
NOTHING.

-~ TEN
MILLION
DOLLARS.

AND THE
GOING PRICE FOR
ONE OF THOSE
WARHEADS IN THE
BUNKER.,.IT IS -~

CANADIAN OR
AMERICAN
DOLLARS?

WE ARE PAID
a GUARD THAT WiicH
AMERICAN. N By i WOULD MAKE US

RICH. AND WHY DO
WE DO THIS?
BECAUSE
WE ARE
PATRIOTS.

AND
BECAUSE WE
ARE IDIOTS.
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HERE...HERE,
TAKE IT! T WAS
JUST,.THEY HIRED ME
TO STAND IN, THAT'S
ALL, L.T DIDN'T MEAN
ANYTHING...

AT LAST COUNT,

THEY HAD ABOUT
FOUR OR FIVE DIFFERENT
GUYS PLAYING PATRIOT,
USUALLY AT SOCIAL
FUNCTIONS AND PHOTO OPS
WHERE NO POWERS WERE
NECESSARY, BEHIND THE
MASK, PATRIOT COULD
BE ANYBODY.

AND T HAVE AN

ANNOUNCEMENT

A CORPORATION
THAT, I SHOULD ADD,
HAS BEEN OPERATING

SWEAT SHOPS IN SIX STATES
THROUGH A NUMBER OF
SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES, HAS
ILLEGALLY DUMPED
SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS
OF TOXIC WASTE -~

b
t
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THERE WE GO!
STOP HIM! THEN HOW
GO HERE... DO WE STOP
HIm?
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MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS
USING UNWITTING
HUMAN SUBJECTS.

NEEDLESS TO

SAY, I'VE JUST
OBTAINED DOCUMENTS
FROM THE CEO’S OFFICE

] IT'S JUST... T'VE
REALIZED THAT T
JHAVE AFINTE NUvigER
THAT WILL CORROBORATE OF YEARS,
WHAT TVE SAID HERE,
A I'VE SENT THEM ON TO
YOUR OFFICES.
.

TO LIVE, WE ALL
DO. THE YEARS BEFORE THI:
ER

PROVE IT, IT'S OUR WAS THERE A
g BETTER OFFER  JIf
DISGRUNTLED FROM ANOTHER . I JUST.IT
LOYEE i COMPANY? y MAY SOUND
NAIVE, BUT I WANT
TO DO SOMETHING

REASON FOR YOUR |
RESIGNATION?

S0..YOU'RE
SAYING YOU'RE
NOT SURE YET

WHICH COMPANY
YOU'RE GOING TO
BE WORKING
FOR..2

"BE ASHAMED

TO DIE, UNTIL YOU

HAVE WON SOME
VICTORY FOR
HUMANITY.”

HORACE
MANN. HE SAID T
BETTER THAN T
EVER CQULD.
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WHAT DO
I DO?

WHERE DO I
ART?

V weLL, You

WOULD YOU
Do?

WELL, I'D..GO
INTO IRAQ AND
TAKE OUT SADDAM
HUSSEIN, BRING
HIM TO TRIAL.
IT'D JUST
LEAD TO MORE
TERRORISM IN
THEN I'D THE AREA.
STOP THE
FIGHTING IN THE
MIDEAST.

HOW? DISARM
ONE SIDE AND THE
OTHER WILL EXPLOIT IT.
DISARM BOTH SIDES
AND THEY'LL GO AT IT
WITH STICKS AND
STONES AND
KNIVES.
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T'VE BEEN
PRETENDING TO
BE A BIG HERO FOR
SO LONG, AND NOW
THAT THE CHANCE IS
HERE TO BE THE REAL
THING, TO BE THE

REAL THING...

KNOW HOW
TODOIT.

THERE
15...

..THERE IS
ONE THING.
SOMETHING ONLY

YOU CAN DO, AS
THE STRONGEST OF
THE SPECIALS.
IT'S JUST..,

IF YOU DO
THIS.I MAY |
NEVER SEE YOU
AGAIN.
IT'S OKAY,
JUST..TELL
ME WHAT
Imis.
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‘RANDY'S GOT THAT COVERED PRETTY “THE COCAINE
WELL. HE KNOWS WHERE THEY ARE. TRADE--"
HE'S BEEN DOING THIS STUFF A LONG

TIME, I JUST WENT WHERE NEXUSCORP
TOLD ME TO GO.THEY HAD THE INFO. T
WOULDN'T KNOW WHERE TO START”

UERRY'S GOT IT
COVERED, REMEMBER?”

¢ 1 IF THERE'S A
T CAN CRACK Y COMET HEADING FOR

MOUNTAINS OPEN ) == __EARTH, AND YOU NEED
WITH MY BARE HANDS. SOMEBODY TO TAKE A SHOT

T CAN FLY AT JUST AT IT, TM YOUR MAN. BU
UNDER MACH 2. : MOST OF THE PROBLEMS OUT I8

= THERE CANT BE SOLVED BY
BUT T CANT 1 SMASHING THEM. IT'S JUST... £
HELP A KID TO READ. T A IT%S NOT THAT EASY.

CAN'T REBUILD BARRIOS /
OR GHETTOS, IF I DRIVE
MUGGERS OUT OF ONE

AREA, THEY'LL JUST

MOVE UP A BLOCK.
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BUT ISN'T IT TRUE
THAT MOST OF THOSE
— WHERE : - JOBS WERE CREATED AT THE
NEXUSCORP HAS L Sl T eXPENSE OF FIRING THOUSANDS
‘ MADE A REAL = OF AMERICAN WORKERS? AND
CONTRIBUTION TO THE 11 \ ISN'T IT ALSO TRUE THAT THE
WELL-BEING OF SEVERAL \ WORKERS YOU'RE TALKING
THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES ABOUT ARE WORKING FOR LESS
BY CREATING JOBS AND THAN A DOLLAR AN HOUR
ENCOURAGING \ e WITHOUT ANY KIND OF
INVESTMENT. BENEFITS?

WHATEVER <
LIMITED ADJUSTMENTS N\
HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE
WORKFORCE OF OUR AND NOW, TO
I AMERICAN OFFICES ARE VERY MAKE THE CASE FOR
I MUCH IN LINE WITH WHAT WE'VE HOW WERE HELPING
DONE BEFORE, AND WITH WHAT THESE PEOPLE FAR BETTER |
OTHER COMPANIES ARE DOING 7 THAN T CAN, T WANT TO
TO MAXIMIZE REVENUE FOR ICE OUR

A INTRODU
SHAREHOLDERS. - CORPOFPZAATE SV’MBOL,,.

\TRIOT!
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WELL,
ANYWAY,.T'LL
KEEP COMING BY
AS OFTEN AS T CAN.
KEEP YOU INFORMED
ABOUT HOW IT'S
ALL GOING.

SO..HEARD
ANY GOOD
JOKES LATELY?
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L

vES. EVEN JASON ||
_J - AND I THINK

|| "EVEN JASON?"
WE'VE MADE A GOOD

TUTTE

BEGINNING, MATT.

4

=

7 W s

APPROVED, YOU'RE SUCH A
STRAIGHT ARROW ABOUT
THESE THINGS, BUT..WELL, T
GUESS THE ONLY THING FOR
YOU TO DO [5 WAKE UP OUT

AND STRAIGHTEN ME
OUT. RIGHT?

IT'S OKAY. TAKE
YOUR TIME. T'LL KEEP

NEWS, T MEAN, JERRY UP
AGAINST THE COLUMBIAN
COKE CARTEL "
IMAGIKE? Youve

g GOTTA GET
BACK INTO THE
GAME, MATT. OR ITLL
ALL BE DONE AND WE'LL
BE LIVING IN A PERFECT
WORLD AND THEN
WHAT'RE YOU
GONNA DO?
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THE
QUESTION IS, §
WHAT DO WE DO
ABOUT HIM? WHAT
GAN WE DO
ABOUT ANY OF
THEM?

WE ARE NOT
WITHOUT
OPTIONS.,

MR. PAULSON, THANK YOU FOR
COMING, T KNOW YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
FEELING WELL. T BELIEVE YOU KNOW

THE OTHERS.,

DO YOU HAVE
ANY INITIAL
THOUGHTS?

WE HAVE BEEN l

PREPARING FOR JUST
SUCH AN EVENTUALITY
EVER SINCE WE BECAME
AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL
THREAT POSED BY THESE
INDIVIDUALS. TO THAT END,
I HAVE REQUESTED THE
PRESENCE OF AN EXPERT
ON THESE PEOPLE.

AS THE
SPECIALS WERE
GROWING UR WE
COLLECTED FILES ON THEIR
ABILITIES AND WEAKNESSES,
HEIR POWERS AND
ASSOCIATED WEAKNESSES
HAVE CHANGED AS THEY HAVE
GROWN AND ACCUMULATED
MORE ENERGY WITH THE
DEATH OF OTHER
SPECIALS.

MY
PEOPLE AND T
BELIEVE CERTAIN
PRINCIPLES STILL REMAIN.
PRINCIPLES THAT WE
HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT
TO EXPLOIT UNTIL
NOW.

T UNDER-
STAND. BUT THE
POINT OF MY
QUESTION IS VERY
SIMPLE, CAN WE
KILL THEM?
YES, I BELIEVE WE
CAN. THE DYNAMIC MAY
NEED REINTERPRETATION, THE
PRINCIPLES MAY NEED TO BE
STUDIED AND REEXAMINED,
ADJUSTED, IT’S GOING TO TAKE A
WHILE TO BE SURE IT WORKS, AND
WE HAVE TO BE SURE BECAUSE
WE WON'T GET A SECOND
CHANCE.

“BUT YES, I DO BELIEVE

ARE ATHREAT TO
NATIONAL SECURITY.”
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I HEARD. IT'S
; BEEN ON THE NEWS
L
D}L%AYO’)U THE MOST IMPORTANT,
PDSITIVE DEVELOPMEN
IN WORLD AFFAIRS IN
HALF A CENTURY.

THEY'RE NOT
ERE, AND I
DON’T CARE.

5O WE FIND THAT, FOI\’
ONCOE WE SEEM TC

THIS INDIVIDUAL
POSESRA S\eNIFICANT

T
SOVEREIGN RIGHT> OF
OUR RESPECTIVE
GOVERNMENTS,
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NEXT STOR
PAKISTAN..

GREAT
BRITAIN...

THEY TRY TO HIDE THE
WARHEADS BEHIND
LEAD BEHIND STEEL,
BEHIND CONCRETE,
NONE OF [T WORKS.

SONNVAGUN, GIVE ME A
= bt N
AC; & ABLE
O PULL THIS OFF
%l- [ PULTHE oFF
‘,\ = H
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WERE GETTNG 3
REPORTS THAT A
MISSILE SILO IN THE
UKRAINE WAS HIT BY
ONE OF THE SPECIALS,
WHO EXTRACTED ALL

\  OF ITS WARHEADS.

WELL, WELL
HAVE TO MAKE SURE
y [ THey UNDERSTANDWe \ 4 |
HAVE NOTHING TO DO
WITH THIS. THOUGH
CERTANLY T DON'T MIND

E

HINK ABOUT IT

LONG ENOUGH, WE
CAN FIND SOME WAY
TO CONVINCE THEM
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YOURE NOT GOING
TO BELIEVE THIS, SIR!
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IT DOESN'T MATTER. I'VE ALWAYS HAD A
D i = ——






OEBPS/images/img_17.jpeg





