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IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT THE
FURTHER DESTRUCTION OF DOMESTIC
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, THE PENTA ”ON
HAS ISSUED DIRECTIVES JO MAKE
EVERY EFFORT TO MOVE THE ICBMS
OR THEIR WARHEADS FROM THEIR

SILOS TO UNMARKED FLATBED TRUCKS

OR RAILROAD CARS, BELIEVING THAT
THIS WOULD MAKE THEM HARDER TO
LOGATE AND DESTROY.

\ PENTAGON OFFICIALS HAVE DECLINED TO.

COMMENT ON THE STATUS OF STRATEGIC
NUCLEAR ASSETS ON SUBMARINES.
SOURCES CLOSE TO THE JOINT CHIEFS
INDICATE THAT THEY ARE AWAITING AN

INTERNAL STUDY ON THE SITUATION.

THEY EXPECT TO HAVE
AN ANSWER TO THIS
QUESTION VERY SOON.
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THE FIGHTING CONTINUED. THE DYING CONTINUED,
AND T BEGAN TO WONDER IF Et

TUR!
ON THE WHOLE REGION, WAITING FOR
THEM TO STOP FIGHTING.

THEY'RE FIGHTING
FOR CONTROL OF THE
ICONS OF THEIR BELIEFS. AS
IF TO SAY, “IF T CONTROL

THIS, T AM RIGHT AND
YOU ARE WRONG.”

S0 YOU TAKE
AWAY WHAT
THEY'RE FIGHTING
OVER. TAKE AWAY

THE THEOLOGICAL
PLAYING FIELD.

- AND THE WAILING WALL, THE
REMAINING VESTIGE OF THE
TEMPLE COMPOUND, LAST
LEGACY OF SOLOMON.

SNy S

STONES THEMSELVES AND
EXPLODE THEM FROM
THE INSIDE-OUT.

ER, SIDE

BY SIDE.

IF THE CHILDREN
WON'T PLAY NICE WITH
THEIR TOYS, YOU TAKE
THEM AWAY.

IT'LL GIVE THEM N\
ETHING TO HATE \
CH OTHER, AND A

LOS5 THEY CAN
MOURN TOGETHER. g
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IF YOU KNEW

GOING TO DO.

pier

2

F

UNDER SUSPICION AT THE TIME,

AND TO HAVE A PLACE WHERE T
ULD FIT IN, SER\/E MY

N UNTRY...I THOUGHT IT
=3 WOULD MAKE THINGS EASIER

Al

o>
FOR THE COVERNMENT =
CCEPT U /

I//

S /’/,

Y R
STORIES GET OUT OF
HAND. IT'S WHAT

THEY DO.

SO WHY DON'T
YOU TELL ME?

I USED TO KEEP
TRACK OF THE PEOPLE T
KILLED. THEN THE NUMBERS
JUST GOT TOO BIG. I KILLED
THEM HERE, IN JERUSALEM, IN
SYRIA, IN LEBANON, EGYPT,
IRAQ, IRAN, ...

I TOOK COMFORT IN 7
THE FACT THAT THEY WERE |
TERRORISTS. SUICIDE BOMBERS |
WHO WERE SURE THEIR ACTIONS
WOULD PROPEL THEM TO HEAVEN ON
THE ASHES OF THEIR ENEMIES, MEN
WHO ORGANIZED THE BOMBINGS OF

SHOPPING MALLS AND BOATS AND
EMBASSIES OR SHELTERED AND
TRAINED THOSE WHO DID.
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RESIDENTS WHO PREVIOUSLY WOULD
NEVER SUPPLY THIS INFORMATION TO
THE POLICE HAVE COME FORWARD IN |g
LARGE NUMBERS TO HELP IN THIS
EXTRAORDINARY CAMPAIGN.

RANDY IS THE MA
YOU TELL THE POL/CE
AEOUT THE SHIT GOIN DOWN,
THEY DONT DO A DAMNED TH/NC'
ABOUT THESE GUYS. WE BEEN
COMPLA/N ING FOR MONTHS, AND
\ THEY AIN'T DONE NOTHING. NOW
WE CAN WALK ON OUR OWN
STREETS AGAIN. /

EVEN FDR A :PEC/AL THE QUESTION

S, HOW (G CAN HE CONTINUE
THK A:SALILT’ W/TH PDUCE AND OTHER
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES POWERLESS TO STOP
HIM FROM GOING WHEREVER HE WANTS, ANY
REASONABLE PERSON HAS TO ASK, WHERE
DOES IT END? WHEN ASKED THAT QUESTION,
RANDY FISK HAD ONLY ONE ANSWER.
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THEY'LL
HUNT YOU
DOWN. THEY'LL
KILL YOU.

TIRED OF FIGHTING. THIS
WAY, AT LEAST IT'LL
s HAVE MEANING,

g
A

a I‘
IT'S EASY TO HAJ

T TE
WHEN THERE'S NO FOOD ON
YOUR PLATE, WHEN

FROM DAWN TO DUSYL? sznsz%gﬁR
e //Z//// THROUGH TO DAWN AGAIN, WHEN
z YOTL:‘ SCRAPE AT THE SOIL AND

E GROUND MOCKS YOU.

STOP OR EASE THE
SUFFERING, AND YOU
MAY ACHIEVE THE SAME
RESULTS, NO GUARANTEES,
BUT IT’S POSSIBLE.

THEY FIGHT
FOR EVERY SCRAP
OF LAND BECAUSE

SO LITTLE HERE IS
LIVABLE.

THEY FIGHT
FOR MORE THAN
THAT, THERE'S

RELIGIOUS AND

BUT THAT'S
THE LARGEST PART
OF IT. IF THERE WAS
GREEN, ARABLE LAND
AS FAR AS THE EYE
COULD SEE, DO YOU THINK Y
THEY'D BE FIGHTING SO
HARD FOR A FEW SQUARE
MILES OF LAND HERE 4
AND THERE?

'y
A,
ooy j

V//
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JERUSALEM, AND THE NAMES LINGER IN
THE AIR, THE SOIL, THE WIND. SOLOMON
AND SHISHAK AND NEBUCHADNEZZAR
AND ISAAC AND EZEKIEL...SEDARS AND
SUPPERS AND SALAAMS, ALEXANDER
AND ELOHIM AND ALLAH AND PILATE.

THIS IS THE GROUND WHERE
LAZARUS GOT A SECOND CHANCE,
AND MOHAMMED ASCENDED...THE
LAND OF EASTERN STARS AND THE
CRESCENT MOON WHO BROKE
APART ONE DAY AND DECLARED
THEMSELVES FOREVER AT WAR —-

- FAILING ETERNALLY TO
UNDERSTAND THAT THEY ARE
BOTH PART OF THE SAME SKY.

AND THAT IF THE SKY ITSELF SHOULD
WAR AND FALL, WHAT HOPE IS THERE
FOR THOSE OF US BELOW?

BY JASON MILLER, AKA PATRIOT,
STANDS AT OVER FOUR HUNDRED.
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AND YOU
REALLY THINK THIS
WILL HELP?
IN ALL THESE
YEARS, I'VE LEARNED
ONLY ONE THING: PEOPLE
LIKE THESE RESPECT ONLY
STRENGTH, ONLY FORCE.

I HAVE THE
STRENGTH. I HAVE
THE FORCE. AND TM
GOING TO USE IT,

AND NEITHER
GOING TO STOP ME.

MY GRANDFATHER

USED TO READ TO ME

FROM PSALMS, AND 23

PROVERBS, AND....
w _ ANYWAY, IN PSALM

THERE/S THIS WORDHHE

LS ”PAUSE, AND
CONSIDER?

" THEY W(
4 UsE T AS, s B%EAK

PSA A ISE TO
THINK -~ TO ABSORB

WHAT WAS JUST SAID
BEFORE CONTINUING.
A CALL FOR

y,  REFLECTION.

YOU MAY BE

| INVULNERABLE ON

THE OUTSIDE, BUT
ON THE INSIDE....

ARTERY 1S
VULNERABLE IN YOU AS
ITISIN THEM DO YOU
REALLY WANT TO TAKE
THAT CHANCE?
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AFTER WHAT HAPPENED
WITH CRITICAL MAAS,
AND JASON, AND
MATTHEW, I SWORE I'D
NEVER LIFT A HAND
AGAINST ONE OF OUR
OWN AGAIN.

I DON'T WANT TO BREAK
THAT PROMISE, NOT
AFTER HAVING BROKEN
S50 MANY OTHERS.

LS

NOT WITH HER.

"

NOT WITH LAUREL.
LAUREL DARKHAVEN.

THE ONLY ONE
OF US WHO CAN
SCARE EVEN ME.

IT'S BEEN
A LIFETIME.

VIOLENT OR DESTRUCTIVE,

BUT NOT EVERY ACTION
TAKEN BY THE SPECIALS
HAS PROVEN TO BE
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50
HOWVE YOU
BEEN?

=& AND ENDING IN THE LETTER A.
wa Y i
=) LAUREL HAD ONE POWER:
| G
OKAY. & & SMALLER THE BETTER,
SPENT THE LAST N i f NEVER FIGLRED /T 1AS
TEN YEARS KILLING y s WORTH MUCH. I MEAN,
TROUBLEMAKERS FOR THE S NS 4 POWER O
GOVERNMENT. OTHERWISE AFFECT SOMETHING TINY?
NOT MUCH. HOW ARE
THINGS BY YOU? 2
W -
T SOLD A POEM TO
THE NEW YORKER.
RESCUED A BOATLOAD
OF HAITIANS.
THAT'S GOOD.
ABOUT THE POEM, = i1
T MEAN. AND THE JfE2
HAITIANS TOO.
THANKS. =
) =
- 1 SO HOW'D
YOU KNOW I
7 WOULD BE ,
HERE? C
/ V4
WE ALL HAVE 1
R SOURCES OF
\ INTELLIGENCE AND
INFORMATION. YOU
/AN o
YEAH..YEAH, T
ANYONE. SUPPOSE S0.

WITHIN A MONTH OF GRADUATING

HIGH SCHOOL, LAUREL WAS GRABBED

UP BY THE CIA, THE NSA AND JUST

g VT EVERY OTHER INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY BEGINNING IN DARKNESS

WE DIDN'T. STOP TO REALIZE THAT THE CAROTID |

ARTERY IS ATINY VESSEL. ONE LITTLE PINCH
FROM HER THOUGHTS, AND THE BLOOD DRIES
UP ONITS WAY TO THE BRAIN, ANL...

"

SHE WAS THE PERFECT ASSASS/N

THE JOB COULD NEVER Bi

TRACED BACK TO HER OR ANYONE
O THE ETWORKS 50)6' SENT

HER IN AFTER THE WORST OF THE

WORST? TERRORISTS BOMBERS, B
F YOU NAME [T. $
(&

|
¢
H
H

I USED TO WONDER HOW SHE WAS ABLE 0o
A DO IT. BUT HOW 15 LESS THE QUESTION THAN
WHY, AND WHERE DOES IT STOP?
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= RENOVATING ABANDONED FACTORIES
IN MIDWESTERN COMMUNITIES LIKE
FLINT, MICHIGAN, OFFERING THESE STATE-
OF-THE-ART _FACILITIES FOR MINIMAL
FEES TO OVERSEAS INVESTORS IN ORDER
N TO ELIMINATE LOCAL UNEMPLOYMENT ==
N

TENEMENTS AND PUBLIC
HOUSING IN DANGEROUS
| CONDITIONS —

== OR USING THAT MONEY TO BRING
MEDICINES TO ELDERLY CITIZENS
FROM SOURCES OVERSEAS, WHERE
AWIDER RANGE OF PRESCRIPTIONS
CAN BE OBTAINED FOR A FRACTION
OF THE COST PAID HERE FOR THE
SAME PRESCRIPTION.

i LTl &
B ol =
z@‘ {0
- ? S ¥ Y

\
&
THIS HAS LED TO SEVERAL LAWSUITS FILED 8Y
THE FDA AND THE AMA AGAINST EVERY
KNOWN SPECIAL FOR CIRCUMVENTING TRADE P &
AGREEMENTS AND PRICE SETTING PROTOCOLS G A i
MAINTAINED BY THE MAJOR DRUG COMPANIES, AND THIS DOESN'T AR é ! |
INCLUDE OTHER / /
ACTIVITIES 'y
7O WHICH ONE OF THE %jﬁgﬁz’g& 8y \
SPECIALS HAD THIS TO SAY. et L. / ‘
JAVE PROVO) / H
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LATITUDE 31 DEGREES, 47 MINUTES NOR,
LONGITUDE 35 DEGREES, 13 MINUTES EA.

JERUSALEM, AND THE DRY AIR IS
HEAVY WITH SIX THOUSAND YEARS
OF HISTORY AND STRUGGLE.

THE AIR SOLOMON SIGHED
WHEN HE HAD TO DECIDE
BETWEEN TWO MOTHERS AND
A CHILD THEY BOTH WANTED.

=

-~ AS WE CONTINUE
OUR COVERAGE OF
THIS EXTRAORDINARY
WORLDWIDE CRISIS.
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FOR SEVEN DAYS, RANDY FISK, OR
RAVENSHADOW AS HE IS MORE
COMMONLY KNOWN, HAS BEEN
TEARING THROUGH CRACK HOUSES
AND STREET GANG ENCLAVES
ACROSS THE EASTERN SEABOARD.

DURING THOSE SEVEN DAYS, HE HAS

HY, THIS 1S RANDY.

JF YOU KNOW WHERE
THE PUSHERS AND THE
GANG BANGERS ARE HIDING
LET ME KNOW AND I GIVE
YOU MY WORD THEY WON'T
BE A PROBLEM ANYMORE.
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CITY OF ATHOUSAND LIGHTS
AND A THOUSAND SWORDS.,.
A DIVIDED CITY IN A DIVIDED
WORLD..BROUGHT TOGETHER
IN AN ACT OF SACRIFICE,

NOT THE FIRST SUCH
ACT. NOT THE LAST.

s

| 7HERE WILL STILL BE TEARS,
AND STILL BE BLOOD.,
BECAUSE THIS IS JERUSALEM.

PROPHETS AND WISE MEN AND
FIRST BORN CHILDREN AND
MESSIAHS AND TYRANTS AND
ROMANS AND CRUSADERS,., BLOOD
SPILLED ACROSS MILLIONS OF
ACRES FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS.

NO WONDER THE SOIL TURNED DRY.
HOW MANY TEARS, HOW MUCH
BLOOD, CAN THE LAND ABSORB
WITHOUT FINALLY TURNING AWAY
IN SHAME AND SORROW?
S T

ot~ i

PURCHASED THIS TIME
WITH YOUR BLOOD, YOUR
TEARS. YOUR HEART.






OEBPS/images/img_22.jpeg
-~ WHERE
GEOLOGISTS ARE STILL
ARRIVING ON THE
TRYING TO UNRAVEL THIS
ASTONISHING GEOLOGICAL
EVENT. EXPLANATIONS RANGE
FROM A NEW KIND OF
EARTHQUAKE TO, WELL,
AN ACT OF GOD.

IT IS A BLESSING
Bi

BLESSINGS. THE LAND IS
FERTILE AND RICH 1T WILL
FEED EVERYONE HERE AND
THEIR CHILDREN, AND THEIR
CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, FOR
GENERATIONS YET TO
COME. IT IS AS IF -

-~ AS IF GOD
LOOKED DOWN, AND

CHOSE TO GIVE US A -
IAT WE ARE ALL IN

L, TH
EED OF fiis CARE, THAT WE ARE
LL HIS CHILDREN. THAT IT
MIRACLE IS BEYOND DOUBT. THAT IT
ME TO THE ISRAELIS AND TO THE
ARABS IN EQUAL MEASURE SAYS
THAT GOD ACTED FOR BOTH, AND

IF GOD CAN ACT FOI
BOTH, CARE FOR BOTH =

-- THEN PERHAPS WE CAN
CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER.

THE WORLD IS CHANGED LAUREL. WE
MADE A MESS OF THE LAST SIX
THOUSAND YE‘!RS MAYBE TI-/E NEXT
SIX THOUSAND YEARS WILL

BETTER, BECAUSE OF WHAT YOU Do
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END OF ACT TWO.

THERE WiLL BE A FINAL FIFTEEN
MINUTE INTERMISSION.
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I FEEL HER HEART GIVE
WAY INSIDE HER...BUT
STILL SHE FIGHTS.
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GET ACGAMERA
GOING, BECAUSE
FROM UP HERE IT
d  LOOKS LIKE GODS
SENDING SOMEBODY
B\ A SPECIAL DELIVERY
PACKAGE.

IM HERE.
IMWITH yOLL
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MILLIONS OF TONS OF EARTH,
MOVING, SLIDING, DARK, RICH SOIL
RISING FROM BELOW PASSING THE
DUST OF AGES ON /15 WAY DOWN.
ALLUVIAL LAYERS OF SOML, THE
DUST OF PROPHETS MINGLING
WITH THE ECHO OF SAURIANS,

G
h“v‘mm iy
o

= if

R
Rk
Nk

N
N
AN

W

EZEKIEL IN THE VALLEY OF THE
DRY BONES, BREATHING LIFE
WHERE THERE WAS ONCE DUST.

\
\

7

- o
— Y
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YOU'D HAVE

WEST BANK AND....

I THINK IT'S IT'S OKAY,
SAFE FOR YOU T B JASON. LEAVE
TO GO NOW, ‘ i ek ER TO ME.

JASON. s ITLL BE FINE,

WHAT DID
YOU MEAN
ABOUT
NO MORE
AT ALL?”
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YOUR CONTROL
OVER THE SMALLEST
OBUECTS IS ABSOLUTE,

FAR BELOW THE
y DESERT, BELOW THE
SAND, MAYBE A QUARTER
MILE DOWN, MAYBE FU

THERE'S A
PRINCIPLE CALLED
LIQUEFACTION. DURING
AN EARTHQUAKE, LOOSELY
S COMPACTED 50IL BECOMES
T LIQUID, AND

i LIQUEFY AND pAS:

S
WAY DOWN. SUBSTITUTE THE
ONE FOR THE OTHER. YOU
COULD DO IT WITHOUT
DISTURBING THE

/
.

7

//;/////5//////////////
sy 2=EE
4 Ui & =
: S

e
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TM FEELING
SOMETHING...STRANGE
IN YOUR ENERGY. ARE

YOU ALL RIGHT? .

ALL RIGHT, IF BUT OUR
YOU'RE SURE -~ g ¥ KIND DOESN'T
GET COLDS.

SOME DAYS,
THEY'RE ALL
I HAVE.

DONE, THE ROAD YOU
TOOK, THE WAY )

THINGS WENT? ' : IM TIRED

i OF THEM.

SAME HERE.
AND YOU
KNOW WHAT?.






