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I MAKE IT TO VEGAS AN
HOUR LATER. TOJAL ELAPSED
TIME SINCE JERRY'S DEATH:
THREE AND A HALF HOURS.

JERRY'S APAR 7MENT 7[5

WHERE I BRE/
THE S‘L/D/N(' BALCONY
DOOR. THE HOTEL CAN
BlLL ME. I DON'T HAVE
TIME TO WASTE.

TS NOT JUST A MATTER OF
CONFIRMING HES DEAD. ITS
FINDING OUT HOW, AND WHO,

AND NAILING THOSE RE‘PON::/ELE

AND KNOWING
WHETHER OR NOT 7O
PULL THE ALARM BELL
ON EVERYBODY ELSE.

THEN IT'S BACK INTO THE SKY AGAIN.,
T TAKE COMFORT IN THE KNOWLEDGE
THAT THE EXTRA BOOST IN SPEEL

I GOT FROM JERRY MAY HELP ME
NAIL WHOEVER DID THIS,
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WHETHER HIS BULLET
i, R5 OR

THAT..THAT'S
EVERYTHING I KNOW
WEAR,..PLEASE,

PLEASE DON T KIL

I SHOULD BE BETTER
THAN THAT. CHANDRA
WOULD WANT ME TO
B B2 BETTER THAN THA

TS PLAIN HES
TELLING THE TRUTH, I
SHOULD LET FIM GO,

BUT I ALSQ KNOW HE

WAS ONE OF THE PEOPLE / 29
WHO MURDERED JERRY. i I . e

IN THE DIRT.
NAKED. COLD.
ALONE

M NOT. /N
THE Moo
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F()UR HOURS THIRTY-FIVE
MINUTES SINCE THE TH
OF JERRY MONTROS!

O
CHRISSAKES
WILL YOU GUYS
GET IT IN GEAR
HERE?

WE'VE GOT ONE
HOUR TO CATCH UpP
WITH THﬁ CONVOY

GONNA HAVE MY PROMOTION
LOUSED UP BY YOU BUNCH
OF LOSERS. YOU

THEY BLEW A TIRE. WENT INTO THE
MUD. DIDN'T WORRY TOO MUCH
BECAUSE THEY FIGURED THEY D
HAVE TIME TO GET AWAY.

B MISTER COMPUTER
553’/‘4’522 - GEEK BRODY HAS
7 W ATERM FOR THAT
KIND OF MISTAKE.






OEBPS/images/img_11.jpeg
. . WHAT,
HAPPENED?

AND HE TELLS ME. 4
. )

HE TELLS ME HOW ‘\
THEY LURED JERRY

HERE JO TAKE OUT

ONE LAST COCAINE

FIELD, HOW THEY

USED AN EM.P,

BURST TO DISRUPT

HIS POWERS, LEAVE

HIM VULNERABLE..

HOW THEY KILLED

| A WHEN HE
COULD NO LONGER
DEFEND HIMSELF.
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THE LAST CALL WAS
ALWAYS TO ME, THAT WAS
THE WAY I WANTED [T,

JORN, ITS
BRODY. YOU
OKAY?

JERI\’ Yo
JERRY
MONTROSE.

YEAH..YEAH,
TM OKAY...

JASON DIDN'T ANSWER,
BUT THEN, JASON NEVER
DID. NOT IN YEARS.

Hij, THIS 1S JASON,
IM OFF SAVING THE
WORLD SO LEAVE A

MESSAGE..,

YEAH..YEAH,
N IT.

1T WOULDVE
BEEN TOUGH TO
KILL SOMEBODY AS
STRONG AS JERRY.
YOU THINK ITS
STARTING?

I DON'T
KNOW..,
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IMON JIT.
YOU BETTER
75 STARTING, \ Serrd vt
YOU KNOW WHAT
TO DO?

IT’S POSSIBLE ONE OF THE GUYS
BACK THERE RADIOED IN AND TOLD
THEM I WAS COMING, ASSUMING
THEY CAN GEAR UP FAST ENOUGH,
THEY MIGHT BE SETTING UP THE
EM.P. EQUIPMENT EVEN NOW.
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LBUT IM B ERRY'S GONE. JESUS,
Gomng 70 [ OF ALL OF US I CAN'T
FIND OUT. W MAGINE HIM DEAD,
. SURE HE WAS FULL OF
TROUBLE. BUT HE WAS

TO MAKE THINGS RIGHT
THESE LAST TEN YEARS.

HE WAS STILL BASED IN VEGAS/
O I HEAD ORTH POU/\’
DN JHE SPEEL

CAN FEEL
MYSELF FLY/NG FASTEA’ THAN
BEFORE, AND KNOWING IT
COMES FROM JERRY'S DEATH...

I ALSO KNOW WITH
ABSOLUTE COLD
CONVICTION THAT
SOMEBODY'S GOING
DOWN FOR THIS.
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et

I LEAVE THE REST OF
THEM TO FEND FOR
THEMSELVES. I HAVE
A BIGGER PROBLEM
TO DEAL WITH.

THEY WERE ON THEIR wAY
OUT, THAT MEANS THEY
WERE HEADING TO AN AIR
BASE, DEPENDING ON THE
ROADS AROUND HERE, THEY
MIGHT BE GONE ALREADY,
OR ON A SECURED BASE.

OR THEY
MIGHT NOT.

I CAN'T DESTROY THE INFORMATION =
THAT LED TO THIS, I CAN'T DELETE THE =
REPORTS THEY ALMOST CERTAINLY

FILED BACK HOME, DESCRIBING THE
SUCCESS OF THE MISSION.”

BUT I CAN MAKE GODDAMNED
SURE NONE OF THEM GET HOME
7O POP A BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE
AND LAUGH ABOUT [T
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BB 1 STOP AT HALF H APPENED,

SCREW YOU,
I AIN'T TELLING
YOU SHIT, YOU
FREAI\’

T'LL ONLY
ASK THE
QUESTION

ONCE.
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THEY REACT THE WAY THEY
ALWAYS HAVE. THEY DON'T
UNDERSTAND THAT THINGS
HAVE CHANGED.

WE WON'T BE
HUNTED DOWN
ANYMORE.

e R
M\J”&« A

8 u,‘,l

PN
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JERRY MONTROSE, KNOWN
TO MOST OF THE WORLD
AS PYRE WAS DEAD,

BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT
WANTED TO KNOW IF USING
AN ELECTROMAGNETIC
BURST OF ENERGY WOULD
WEAKEN US ENOUGH TO BE
KILLED, THEY WERE RIGHT.

BEGAUSE HE'D SPENT YEARS TORCHING
COCAINE FARMS THROUGHOUT SOUTH. |
AMERICA THEY FIGURED THEY COULD COUNT
ON COOPERATION FROM THE LOCAL |
GOVERNMENT, WHICH WAS IN THE POCKETS
OF THE DRUG LORDS. THEY WERE RIGHT.

AND BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT
JF THEY DID /T AWAY FROM
THE STATES, IN THE DARK, IT
WOULD TAKE US A WHILE TO
FIGURE OUT WHAT HAPPENED.

& THEY WERE
WRONG.
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WED LEARNED A LOT SINCE
THE LAST TIME SOMEBODY
TRIED TO WIPE US OUT.

WE WEREN'T NAIVE ANYMORE
WE WEREN'T STUPID.WE HAD
RESOURCES. WE HAD TIME TO
PLAN. AND MOST OF All...

E HAD BRODY KEMP/—ER A
SPEC/AL LIKE THE REST OF US.

THE SMARTEST MAN IN THE
WORLD, AND THANKS TO

SEVERAL HUNDRED PATENTS,
ALSO ONE OF THE RICHEST.

HED GIVEN ALL OF US CELL
PHONES, AND HAD ALL THE
NUMBERS ENCODED IN HIS

SYSTEM. AS SOON AS A
DEATH WAS CONFIRMED --
AND THIS WAS THE FIRST
ONE IN A LONG TIME == THE
SYSTEM WOULD START AUTO-
DIALING EVERYBODY TO FIND
OUT WHO WAS STILL ALIVE.

| AND BY PROCESS OF
ELIMINATION ~ HAVE TO LOVE
THAT PHRASE IN CONTEXT,
DON'T YOU? -- WHO WASN'T.

KNOWING THAT WHENEVER ONE
OF US DIED THE REST GOT
STRONGER, BRODY WIRED HIS
NEURAL SYSTEM TO DETECT EVEN
THE SMALLEST CHANGI

ENERGY, A CHANGE THAT THE
REST OF US MIGHT NOT NOTICE.

BRODY BECAME OUR
PERSONAL ALARM
OF DEA,
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THERE'S NO ANSWER FROM THE
FIGURE AT MY FEET. PART OF
ME WONDERS WHAT HE MIGHT
HAVE SAID TO THAT.

I HEAD BACK FRST 7'0 THE

THER BUS/NESS fD ATTEND
o THEN TO THE RENDEZVOUS.

I HOPE THEY'VE
STARTED TO GO
INTO HOING.
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"WELL LOOK LIKE YOU LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE, BUT THE
WORK WILL GO ON ==

"= AND WE WILL
RESTORE THE MYTH OF
THE COMMON MAN
AND WOMAN ELEVATED
TO ACTS OF HEROISM
AND BRAVERY -~

THAT WE ARE
ALL HEROES, THAT
WE ALL FLY. THAT WE
ARE ALL CAPABLE OF
GREATNESS AND MERCY
AND UNIMAGINED
STRENGTH.

AND THAT WAS
WHY YOU WANTED
US DEAD. NOT BECAUSE FREEDOM.
OF WHAT WE WERE, OR
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RIGHT NOW,
BRODY’S FALLBACK,
PLAN IS COING INTO EFFECT.
E ALL KNEW THIS DAY
MIGHT COME SOMEDAY. UNTIL
BRODY, THERE WASN'T MUCH
WE COULD DO ABOUT IT.
NOW THERE 15,

'HE SET UP FALSE JDENTITIES FOR
EVERY ONE OF US, THREE, FOUR,
EVEN FIVE DEER SET UP BANK
ACCOUNTS, PASSPORTS, DRIVERS
LICENSES, WORK HISTORIES, EVEN
TRAFFIC TICKETS.

IT5 AMAZING WHAT A

LITTLE PERSISTENCE AND

THIRTY BILLION DOLLARS
CAN BUY THESE DAYS,

T THE IMPORTANT
G 1S WELL GO ON. AND

WE'LL FADE

oel
YOU, YOU AND THE ONES
LIKE YOU, WILL GET
THE BLAME.

oy

OWN.
HARDER W/TH SOME
THAN OTHER.
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AAAAAHHH!

== ALL GOING --

DRAMATIC IRONY.

YOURE
WRONG,
PAULSO!

(:UESS IM LEARN/‘V(;-
| RESTRAINT AFTER

| ALL. I DIDNT EVEN

Z| 54y DEAD WRONG.
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IF YOU..,
SCOUGH . EXPECT M
TO BEG FOR MERCY
FORGET T

YOUR SECRET'S
OUT, FREAK..WE
KNOW HOW TO KILL

U NOW.

SOONER OR
LATER, TIME WOULD
HA\;E SONERTHAT FOR
IMMORTAL. WHAT WAS

THE RUSH, PAULSON?
WHY ALL THIS?

BECAUSE T
WANTED.. TO SEE IT
HAPPEN IN MY
LIFETIME..TO MAKE
IT HAPPEN...

~= AND
TAKE A LOOK
AT ME --

-~ AND ASK -~

SCOUGH? = ASK

THAT QUESTION
AGAIN...

TAKE A
GOOD LOOK AT
YOURSELF -~






