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SOMETHING, ISN'T
IT? CITIES REBUILT,
POVERTY WIPED OUT
IN ALL BUT A FEW
REMAINING AREAS, A
WHOLE NEW VISION OF
THE FUTURE. ALL IN
THREE AND A HALF

YES. BUT
WHAT COULD WE
HAVE DONE IF WE'D
GOTTEN STARTED
EARLIER? WHEN
THERE WERE MORI

us?

YOU AND THE
OTHERS, YOU HAVE ALL
THE POWERS ANYBODY'D
EVER NEED TO REBUILD THE
WORLD. ME, ALL I CAN DO IS
LOOK LIKE THE ULTIMATE
WOMAN TO WHOEVER
SEES ME,

COME ON, JOHN...
END OF THE DAY, WHAT

AND... OTHER THINGS,
WHAT GOOD IS IT?

YOU C,
THINK THAT WAY,

WHAT IS, IS.

I CAN'T THINK
ANY OTHER WAY.
IT'S THE WAY TM

HARDWIRED.

YOU'RE A
DEPRESSING
PERSON.

GUILTY AS
CHARGED.

BUT THAT
DOESN'T MEAN
IM WRONG.

ASIDE FROM A
TESTAMENT TO VANITY,
AND HELPING YOU A LITTLE...
WHAT HAVE T DONE IN ANY
OF THIS TO MAKE MY LIFE
WORTHWHILE?

BAD ENOUGH

SOME OF US DON'T

THINK WE'VE DONE

ANYTHING, BUT THAT
EVERYBODY ELS
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“SIX MONTHS AGO, WE SMUGGLED
FISSIONABLE MATERIAL OUT OF
THE UNITED STATES TO OUR

FRIENDS IN RUSSIA, WHO ARE JUST =]
: AS UNHAPPY ABOUT HAVING THESE
{ o | ENHANCED INDIVIDUALS RUNNING

| OUR COUNTRY AS WE ARE.
i

"THE REST OF THE MATERIAL
CAME FROM DISASSEMBLED
WEAPONS SYSTEMS DATING
BACK TO THE END OF THE
WAR. WE ELIMINATED
ANVTHING THAT COULD
USED TO TRACE THE DEVICE
TO ANY ONE GOVERNMENT.

“SOON, PHASE ONE
WAS COMPLETE.

"WITH JASON MILLER OUT OF
THE PICTURE, THERE WAS NO
E AMONG THE SO-CALLED
'SPECIALS' SENSITIVE ENOUGH
TO D THE PRESENCE OF
A DEVICE THIS SMALL.

HICH BROUGHT us
TO PHASE TWO: THE
B QUESTION OF WHERE.

"WHAT BETTER PLACE THAN LIBERTY
CENTER, DEDICATED TO Ti

SPECIALS" [F THERE WAS EVER TO BE
A PLACE WHERE WE COULD HERD
THEM ALL IN AT ONCE... THIS WAS IT.

“BEST OF ALL, ONCE THE DEVICE
WAS ENCAPSULATED IN CONCRETE,
THERE WAS NO WAY ANYONE WOULD
FIND IT IN A SWEEF. IT WOULD SIT
THERE FOR AS LONG AS NECESSARY.
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IF YOU'RE ALWAYS
THE PERFECT WOMAN
TO WHOEVER LOOKS AT
YOU.., THEN YOU'VE DONE
SOMETHNG VERY
IMPORTANT, CHANDRA.

YOUVE SHOWN
THE WORLD A
GLIMPSE OF PERFECTION
THROUGH THE BARS OF

OUR EXISTENCE. AND IF £8d
PERFECTION EXISTS-- &

—-THEN
MAYBE GOD
EXISTS AFTER

ALL.

HOW CAN YOU
BE SURE, JOHN? YOU
THINK YOU SEE ME AS T
AM, BUT HOW DO YOU
REALLY KNOW?

I BELIEVED THAT
THE MOMENT I SAW
YOU, EVEN THOUGH T'M
THE ONLY PERSON IN THE
WORLD WHO SEES YOU

JUST AS YOU ARE. AND
THAT’S PERFECT
ENOUGH FOR ME.
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EXCUSE ME, BUT AM T THE ONLY PERSON
HERE WHO’S WORRIED THAT ALL THIS
MIGHT COME BACK TO BITE US IN THE

ASS? T MEAN, WE ALL UNDERSTAND WHAT,
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HERE, RIGHT?

WE'RE TALKING ABOUT-~

COUNTRY A LOT OF NICE LITTLE
RINKETS, PRETTY UP THE

STREETS, ALL THE RES BU N

THE PROCESS WE'VE TURNED THE

DEFENSE OF THIS NATION OVER
TO A GROUP OF FREAKS
WHOSE LOYALTIES HAVE

NEVER BEEN TESTED IN
BATTLE.

MAKE NO MISTAKE. WHAT THEY CHOOSE TO
PROTECT TODAY, THEY CAN CHOOSE TO LET
SLIDE TOMORROVV, PUTTING US AT THE MERCY

OUR ENEMIES, THE PUBLIC AT LA RG
DOESN’T UNDERSTAND THE

DANG
WHICH MEANS WE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO

ACT. AS PATRIOTS. NOT ASSASSINS.

IF FISK IS RE~
ELECTED, IN ANOTHER
FOUR YEARS THESE
INDIVIDUALS WILL BE IN TOTAL

ONTROL OF OUR SYSTEM OF
GOVERNMENT AN E WILL

WE CAN'T LET
THAT HAPPEN. WE
WON'T LET THAT
HAPPEN.
UP UNTIL
NOW, WE'VE KEPT
DARK ABOUT THE
SPECIFICS. NOW IT'S
TIME TO PULL BACK
THE CURTAIN.

WE'RE TALKING
ABOUT
RESTORING THE

WE’RE TALKING THE

TWENTY
AGAINST THE LIVES OF
BILLIONS... AND OUR
COMMITMENT 1O DO
WHATEVER IS

NECESSARY TO
PROTECT THIS COUNTRY
FROM ENEMIES WITHIN
AND WITHOUT.
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WE WERE SIXTEEN THEN,
AND WE WERE NAIVE,

WE WERE SIXTEEN, AND WE
WERE GOING TO CHANGE
THE WORLD. AND WE DID.






OEBPS/images/img_14.jpeg
I WANT TO,
CHANDRA, 8UT

IT’S ONE
NIGHT.

THAT’S NOT
THE POINT. OF

JUST ONCE YOU

WOULDN'T BE
SO~

EXACTLY.

YOU THERE.

T WANT YOU 3

THERE. DOESN'T
THAT COUNT?

I KNOW YOU
HATE THESE THINGS.

I KNOW YOU'D RATHER
HAVE YOUR EYES PLUCKED
OUT THAN GET AN

AWA|

JUST ONE.

I NEED THE
OTHER TO FINISH

MY WORK.

BUT THIS
ISN'T JUST
ABOUT YOU. IT'S
ABOUT ALL OF US.
AND IT'S ABOUT
RANDY.
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| GETTING HERE.

GOD FORG/VE Us FOR
\ THE TIME WE WASTED

JUST THINKING
ABOUT THE ROAD,
THAT’S

JUST
THINKING
ABQUT THE

ROAD.
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CONFERRING THE
MEDAL OF FREEDOM
UPON THE
SPECIALS-~

RELUCTANTLY,
OF COURSE, DON'T
WANT TO RAISE

NYONE'S
SUSPICIONS—~

=7 --AND NOW
THE : PIECES

POSITION

WHEN THE
DEVICE IS ACTIVATED, IN N
THE CHAOS THAT FOLLOWS/
WE WILL DENOUNCE THIS
TERRORIST ACTION, WHICH HAS
LEFT US NO CHOICE BUT TO RE~
ARM OUR NATION IN THE TIDE
PANI OLLOWS, WE
WILL PUSH THROUGH EVERY £
PROGRAM WE HAVE EVER =
WANTED.

THIS IS NOT
SOMETHING I DO
WITH EASE OF
CONSCIENCE, GENTLEMEN,
B‘LzJT ITAS THE ONLY WAY TO

UR NATION TO
THE HANDS OF THE /
PEOPLE.

OUR
PEOPLE.

OD LUCK,
GENTLEMEN AND
CHEER UP. IN ENTY-
FOUR HOURS, WE WILL
EITHER BE HEROES,.. OR

WE WILL ALL BE DEAD.
EITHER WAY, OUR
PROBLEMS WILL BE
OVER. g
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OF COURSE, IT DOESN'T HURT THAT
ONE OF US WAS NOW PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES.

THEN AGAIN, THERE WERE |
7 ‘ OKAY, LET ME
DIACT HELE EITHER, SoKa LET ME

WE WORKED ALL
THIS TIME TO ELIMINATE
UNEMPLOYMENT.., AND
NOW THAT WE'VE DONE IT,
NOW THAT WE HAVE ONE
HUNDRED PERCENT
EMPLOYMENT.,., YOU'RE
TELLING ME IT'S BAD?,

YOU HAVE TO
LOOK AT THE BIG
PICTURE, SIR.

THE ECONOMY
1S BOOMING,
EXPANDING. BUT WITH
EVERYONE EMPLOYED),
THERE’S NO READ
WORKFORCE TO TAKE
THE NEW JOBS AS
THEY'RE CREATED,

EY HAVE
O B TRAINED,
THEY NEED SUPPORT
WHILE THEY GET

ADJUSTED TO A NEW
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WE INTRODUCED A

WHOLE SERIES OF BILLS
THAT AREN'T SITTING WELL
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
AISLE, AND AS EXPECTED,
THEY'RE FILIBUSTERING TO
STOP PASSAGE.

THIS GIVES US
THE PERFECT
OPPORTUNITY TO

STAGE A WALK-OUT
AND REFUSE TO
ATTEND THE

CEREMONY.

WON'T IT IT WOULD/ .
LOOK YES. SO WE'VE ’
SUSPICIOUS IF DELIBERATELY LEFT
NO ONE FROM A NUMBER OF OUR a
COLLEAGUES IN THE DARK.
SOME OF THOSE WHO },/
oI A Toc T R =
povetissoreak QP o Tisevesys, N ()
=
) RANKS TO ATTEND, INSIDE AND OUTSIDE ’ @
THE PARTY. AFTI a

IN SO CAVALIER A
FASHION.

QUT. THAT’LL KEEP HIM SAFE
HERE IN WASHINGTON AND READY
TO ASSUME THE PRES|DENCY
AFTER... WELL, AFTER.

SOME OF THE

IT’S OVER THEY’LL HAVE
TO FALL IN LINE OR RISK
TEARING THE
COUNTRY APART.

WE CAN
CONTROL HIM
FOR THE SIX
MONTHS IT TAKES FOR
THE COUNTRY TO GET
OVER THE SHOCK.

WE HAVE ONLY
POTENTIAL LIABILITY:
THE VICE PRESIDENT
HAS FALLEN OFF THE

GON ACCORDING TO

MY PEOPLE, HE’S BEEN
DRINKING HEAVILY AND
TALKING MORE THAN

HE SHOULD.

ISSUE ANY MORE.

WHAT
ABOUT THE

GENERAL
THORNE?

T'VE CONVEYED
QUR INTENTIONS TO A
VERY FEW OF THE JOINT
CHIEFS, THOSE I FELT WOULD
eE SYMPATHETIC 'I(')OROUR CAUSE.

EXCEPT'IONS, THEY SUPPORT
WHAT WE'RE DOING.
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SO WE HAVE
MORE JOBS THAN
PEQPLE, BUT IF WE

BRING IN MORE PEOPLE,
WE END UP WITH MORE
PEOPLE THAN JOSS.

DOES THE
INSIDE OF YOUR
BRAIN LOOK LIKE

ONE OF THOSE
ANT FARMS...?

LIFE WAS SO
MUCH EASIER WHEN
I COULD JUST
DESTROY WHATEVER
WAS AG}&\;?AVATING

SSIGHE., ALL N
RIGHT, WHAT’S

THE NEXT ORDER A
OF BUSINESS?

FREEDOM
CEREMONY

--THE
PREPARATIONS
COMING
ALONG?

EVERYTHING ¥
IS IN POSITION.
B

EXACTLY. ONE
HUNDRED PERCENT
EMPLOYMENT IS THE

—
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I SEE THE
WHAT DO YOU FUTURE. ONE
SEE WHEN YOU
LOOK UP AT THE

STARS, RANDY?

CAN GO OUT THERE,
AND...

WELL, WE

C E
ANYTHING WE
WANT TO BE.

I SEE GOD.
AND T
WONDER...

I WONDER IF

HE CAN FORGIVE
THE SINS WE TELL
NO ONE. THE ONES
THAT ONLY HE

LOOK, NOBODY
CAN DO THE THINGS

1 IMAGINE, AND I CAN IMAGINE
R Y FREAKING BIG.
MEAN, WE CAN DO’
COMMERCIALS, WE

PET!
LEAVE HIM
ALONE.

IT’S NOT
SUPPOSED TO BE A

SHOULD USE THEM TO
DO SOME GOOD.
RIGHT, JASON?

THEN WE
MAKE A LOT OF
MONEY AND PARTY
OUR BRAINS OUT. WHEN
I GO, TM GOING OUT IN
THE BIGGEST PARTY
IN HISTORY.
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AT SIXTEEN, THE FUTURE IS
AN IRREVOCABLE PROMISE,
AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE
OUR TRUE SELVES.

NO WASTED TIME, NO FALSE ¢
STARTS OR BAD ENDINGS,
JUST INTIMATIONS OF

GLORY YET TO COME.
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P ALONE, IN THE DAR,
o - —

1‘. x| AND NONE OF US
d G WoULD EVER GO DOWN
B /
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IT WAS ANOTHER TIME.
ANOTHER AGE,
ANOTHER WORLD,

M THAT WARM, EXPECTANT, LONG
SUMMER NIGHT WE THOUGHT
il WOULD NEVER END.

SN o

N 5 WE WERE SIXTEEN THEN,
e AND WE WERE GOLDEN.
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NO ONE EXPECTED. AND /'

IT WAS THE ONE THING -
CHANGED EVERYTHING.

EVERYTHING.
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LLOWED BY
HE UNIMAGINABLE,
THE UNANTICIPATED,

THE FORCE THAT WAS IN ALL OF US,
THAT GAVE US OUR POWERS, FREED
IN THE MOMENT OF NUCLEAR /REm
LEAPT OUT, ROARED UP INTO THE
LIKE A LIVING THING, TAKING W/TH IT
THE LIVES OF EVERYONE T HAD EVER
KNOWN, OR LOVED—

| ~~CONDENSED, COLLAPSED
SHRUNK DOWN AS FAR AS
/ COULD FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT
| ONE HES/TATION, AND THE

~
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LTIME 1O
REST NOW, AU
JOMUS.. BE AT

PEACE, YOU HAVE
DONE ALL YOU CAH...
TIME 1O REST
now...

RANDY'S ALWAYS BEEN
SENSITIVE TO ELECTRONICS..,
WHEN THE REMOTE TRIGGER
ACTIVATING THE DEVICE
WAS ACTIVATED HE MUST
HAVE FELT SOMETHING,
KNOWN SOMETHING WAS
DEEPLY WRONG.






OEBPS/images/img_16.jpeg
THE PAINT 1S
BARELY DRY ON THE
NEW LIBERTY CENTER,
AND ALREADY ARCHITECTS
ARE CALLING IT ONE OF THE
CLASSIC STRUCTURES OF
THE 215T CENTURY, WHAT
MORE FITTING LOCATION
FOR TONIGHT'S--

MOMENT... TM
GETTING A REPORT
FROM THE NEWS
COPTER CIRCLING
THE AREA, IT'S—-

~—YES,
T BELIEVE-~
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T CAN'T, YOU SHOULD
M SORRRY, PROBABLY GET
CHANDRA~ GOING. I KNOW YOU'LL
> WANT TO GO DRESSED

\ TO THE NINES.

I LOVE YOU,
YOU KNOW.

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT I'D DO
WITHOUT YOU.

ELL, 2
FORTUNATELY
YOU'RE NEVER GOING
TO HAVE TO FIND OUT.
YOU'RE STUCK WITH

N\ ME, MISTER, SO GET
USED TO IT.

AN
AMAZING SIGHT,
LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN.”
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* * * . RANDY WAS AT THE TOP
AS

OF HIS GAME. HE W
- TRULY THE PRESIDENT.
% HE WAS LUMINOUS.

—THE PROMISE
OF THE AMERICAN
DREAM. WE STAND ON
THE PRECIPICE OF A NEW
AGE, AN AGE WHERE WE
SET ASIDE THE HOSTILITIES
AND FEARS OF THE PAST,

AND EMBRACE THE
POSSIBILITIES OF THE
NEW,

IF THERE IS
ANY LESSON TO B8E
LEARNED FROM OUR
LIVES FROM ALL WE
HAVE EXPERIENCED, WE MUST
IT1S THIS. RENEW THAT TRUTH
EVERY DAY, DESPITE THE
WE ARE ALL BEST EFFORTS OF THO:
TOUCHED BY A FORCE WHO PROEIT EROAL
GREATER THAN WE ARE. MAKING US BELIEVE
CALL IT GOD, CALL IT BELIEF, OTHERWISE.
OR _DESTINY, OR \
DETERMINATION, OK TALENT. ALL
OF US CONTAIN THE POWERS
NEEDED 75 CHANGE THE WORLD, e
TO ENSURE FREEDOM OF canT.
THOUGHT, SPEECH AND BELIEF, HEoR A}ﬂ‘,ﬁ,Ng URE
AND TO'MAKE TOMORROW SeNSE
A BETTER PLACE THAN
TODAY.

THREE YEARS AGO, WE MADE A

OR SHE DESIRES, WE HAVE KEPT
THAT PROMISE. BUT WE DID NOT
DO IT ALONE. WE DID NOT DO IT
JUST WITH POWERS OR SPECIAL
ABILITIES. WE DID IT IN CONCERT
WITH THE AVERAGE MEN AND
WOMEN OF THIS COUNTRY, THE
BACKBONE OF OUR NATION.

WHEN

CONGRESS PASSED

THE MOTION TO CONVEY
O MYSELF AND M
FRIENDS OF SO MANY YEARS

THE MEDAL OF FREEDOM,
MY FIRST INCLINATION WAS
TO DECLINE. THE WORK IS

REWARD ENOUGH.

BUT THOSE

AND THATS
‘ WHEN IT HAPPENELD.
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I WATCHED ON TELEVISION AS
IREZ LED THE

WE HAD STARTED.

OER THE
LAND OF THE
FREE, AND THE
HOME OF THE
BRAVE...

YOU LOOK U Al
BEAUTIFUL, 3 -

T,
LIONEL?

THIS FROM
ANY
CEMETERIES?

IM ALSO THE
PRESIDENT, SO
PLAY ALONG.

THE DEAD KEEP
WHISPERING TO ME.
BUT FOR THE FIRST
TIME, T CAN'T MAKE
OUT WHAT THEY'RE

SAYING.

“EVERY PARTY
NEEDS A POOPER
THAT'S WHY WE
INVITED YOU..”






