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     ome. Hard to
believe this was once

the heart of the world.

And this is the world's
black heart, il Palazzo
di  Ghiaccio Rosso, ten

centuries ruined. So
Mother Superior says.

The Palace Of Red ice.
The Anti-Vatican of

the Vampire Church.

Here the future will
be slaughtered. So

Mother Superior says.

if you care
about prophecy.
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it's moving

t   


  

  

She 

Vampirella

by  


second, do you

understand?

Me...all I

care about


is Dixie.

Give it up,

Fattoni.

What

hope can you

still have, in

this hell on


earth?

Don't

even imagine

you have the


slightest chance

of surviving.

What

makes you

any better

than this


one?

Take my

word, survival is


overrated.

Nothing.

The only

question is whether


I kill you...

...or

leave you

to them.
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Your

unholiness.

This is

the Black Pope,�

girl.

Keep the�
Superfly

jokes to

yourself.

What's�
she doing�

here?

I told you--�
if she lives, my�
reign dies. The�
Black Bishop�
warned me.

Or do�
you play at�
betraying�

me?

I perfected

betrayal, Von


Kreist.

Play

against


me and you

lose.

She's�
bait.

For

Vampirella.


Ah.

She's your

responsibility.

Your

excellency?

Something


approaching.

it's moving

too fast to


identify.

"You can't go

in," she said.

She outlives

Vampirella

by not one


second, do you

understand?
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"Dixie will be safe,"
she said.

I mean, how
could she
know that?

and Mother
Superior

said again...

...and
again...

I am
Dixie Fattoni!

I lived!

it's you
the Black Pope

killed, and when you
died you took the

future with
you!

i
  

   
  

 
  
  

 

 
  

   
   
     

 
 

  

 
 

  
   

 

VampiMastersV1TPB_Layout 1  10/19/10  10:15 AM  Page 102



   �
 

  

 


 

 �
�

 

�

 

 


 

 

  

   


   

 


isn't

that why I'm


training -- so I

can get him


first?

if

sparring is


all we're going

to do, you're


wasting my

time.

The

Sisterhood has

trained us since


we were children. Did

you expect to learn

all our skills in an


hour?
I don't


even have

an hour!

Patience

is a virtue,

Vampirella.

Are

you truly


prepared for

anything?

Wooden

stakes? And way

more than I can


handle.

That's

playing dirty,


mother.
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"...But you�
didn't l
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"...But you�
didn't live."

You're

taking orders

from the Black


Bishop now?

I take...�
 advice.

Don't

you outrank


him?

Shut up,

Von Kreist. He's

not that kind of


bishop.

"Whatever it

is, security,


take it down."

We've

lost sight


of Vampirella.

First unit,

move in.

Remember,

her survival is our


priority.

"yes, your

excellency."

VampiMastersV1TPB_Layout 1  10/13/10  3:41 PM  Page 105



incoming is

destroyed, your


 excellency.

Don't

believe that


for a second.

Not if it was

Vampirella.

Not

until I


personally

extirpate the


resilient

bitch.

Hold

this one for


me. Don't be fooled

by her callow, clean-


scrubbed looks--

she's lethal.

if I come

back to find


her dead or gone,

I'll roast you alive


in a nice garlic

sauce.

Nothing

here but


ruins.

Glass

floors? Red

glass... the

palace of

red ice...

Now I

get it.

Vampires... I

can hear vampires...

the sickly, wheezing

way they breathe... I


can smell them...

Where are

they?

Hang in

there, Dixie...

I'm coming,


baby...

  

  

 



   


...Hiding,   

an   

I   


 


 

   


   

  





* Vampirella Ascending Evil #2
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"Ten years I

was trapped in

that horror..."

Beautiful.

Bloodsuckers

who live in glass


houses...

...Hiding, living like an

animal, as everything

I knew was ground


into rubble

forever!

What Von

Kreist made me do

to my father*, that


was paradise by

comparison.

You're

insane.

* Vampirella Ascending Evil #2

"Throwing your

life away when


you don't have to,

that's insane."

After you

died, do you

know how I


survived?  As

their toy!

You

swore to


Dixie you'd never

let anyone hurt


her again.

"You lied."
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" Six months after

your death, vampires

swarm in from hell

by the thousands!

"humanity fights,

but every vampire

that falls leaves

a dozen victims to

take his place!" Brittany,


isn't it?

I'm

always


thinking

of you.

"within three

years, it's

all over.

"the world

is theirs.

"A scattered

resistance


fights for the

rest of the

decade, but


it's too late.

"if you go into

the anti- vatican,


your life will have

meant nothing!"

"absolutely

nothing!"

Blood

plasma!

The walls

are filled with


plasma!

Hi! remember

me? something

about boots

and blood?






  

   


  

  


 

  

  


 

  


   

 

"I... can't..."
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Nice
weapons.

Some of these...
a new chastity latex

suit... that Might
even the odds

some.

But you're
not saying the
only thing that

matters.

Tell me
you know dixie
lives if I don't

go in.

"I... can't..."

What the
hell--?!

That's von
kreist!

Let me
shed some

light.

Watch the
sunlight burst--
we can't waste

them.

Let's
go put an
inquisition
on these
suckers!

and I'm
supposed to

take your word
for this?

You don't
believe me.
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I love

a girl with


big bazookas, but

you’re getting


Freudian

about it.

… but

others will be


right along to do

that, you bleeding


bitch--

AHHH!

Time to

consummate

our “love,”

Brittany.

Sorry I

can’t lick


you all

over…

Bazookas!

Wide spray!
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HHH!

 




 
  

 

 




 

Don't be

a snob!

join the

party!

We're

under


attack!

Do you hear

something?

When

they're done

with you, I'll


feed them

dixie!

You're

just in time

for hors-

d'oeuvres.
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damn it!

the girl!

That was

von kreist's


chair! He'll feed

our hearts to


dogs for

that!

There's an alpo

flavor you never


hear about.
Think


they'll like

it on a

stick?

I wish!

cool

swords,


guys!

crappy

tv, though.

Nobody on

it speaks

english.

I'm

gonna

regret

this--

-- but

this control


collar has got

to go.

Slut!
A   

s   


dragged down by

so  
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After all you’ve

survived, to be


dragged down by

some degenerate


third-rate

courtiers…

You

disappoint me,


Vampirella!

We

wouldn’t


want that, now

would we?

When

she’s safe,

I’ll be back


for you!

B   

  

 


   

 

   

   


  

 

These

garlic smoke

grenades will

scatter your


vampire

cronies--

-- and the

sisterhood's


monitors picked

up the signal Dixie's


control collar

transmits!

You've

lost this


time, Von Kreist!

You've led me


right to

her!

  

  


  

 







 







  

 



 


  

 

By the time

you find your


little girlfriend,

I’ll be doling out


her scraps.

Very scary. if I

had a pulse, I’m

sure it would


be racing.

T 
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Your

unholiness!


Everyone’s getting

sick!

Don’t be

such a Christian,


you bloated sac of

pus. it’s merely


garlic.

Deal

with it!

Switch

on the


vents! Arm

everyone!

A terrorist

is loose in the


palace!

You’re

too kind,

Cardinal.

I

 


 


 

 







 

 




 


 

  


  

  

But--

but--

but--
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I

need your


robes.

And your

blood.

I see

someone’s been


busy.

Poor

little

Dixie.

So much

effort for

nothing.

What?

Her control


collar?

I think

I’ll have her


crawl back to

me this time--

B 




still...

This is what

traps are

made of...

Those

idiots!
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Something

moved down


here!...
... I


saw it!
Oh


$#%*!

Don't

go in


there!

The cardinal

said check


everywhere!

Are you

insane?


That's his

study!

What on

earth...?

This

is one of


those awkward

moments,

isn't it?

I'm

afraid she

gave both

of us the


slip.

Interesting

tools the nuns


use. this belonged

to brittany,


I believe.

it's

frustrating.


I had such

plans for


her.

it's me!

The nuns gave


me a tracker for

your collar! I


can get it

off you!

  

   



  

  





 

 


  

 

 

  


 

 


 




 

 


 

  


   

 

 

  


  

  


Y 

jus  


t  
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OW!

All those cuts

are costing you a



lot of blood.

You must be


getting

weak.

Go ahead,

you bastard.

Just try to


kill me.

Kill you?

No, I’ve tried


that.

it never

seems to


take.

I can

accept


defeat. You

can’t be

killed.

But that’s

fine. You can


help me keep up

my skills.

it’ll be

nice to work


on someone who

lasts for a


change.

You’ll

just have


to do.
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...While you

still have


light.

By

tomorrow,

no one will

recognize


you.

in a year,

you won’t recall

what you looked

like. in a century,

a millennium, who

knows what I’ll


think of?
We have


all the time in

the world. You will


never die,

Vampirella.

But I

guarantee


you’ll live to

regret it.

“… and when it was

that the Christ

was condemned,

he despaired--”

You read

excellently,


child.

The

sunlight


keeps vampires

away. The book is

not for them. I

never dreamed


you’d come

here.

Read...
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HOLY WAR:  PART 1 ALTERNATE COVER BY JOSEPH L INSNER
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HOLY WAR: PART 3
COVER BY LOUIS SMALL,  JR . ,  ROB STULL & DAN KEMP
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T
he original introduction to this 1997 interview
started with this: “To call Amanda Conner 
one of the best female artists in comics would
be an insult—she is simply one of the best
artists working today.” The passage of time 

has only proven that statement to be true again 
and again. Her unique style has come to epitomize
the modern Vampirella: sexy, dangerous and just 
a bit naughty. Here she explains how she created
such a legacy.

How do you approach drawing Vampirella?
AC: I try to put a little character and emotion into her,
to make her more like a real person rather than some-
one that’s not believable. While I keep in mind that
Vampirella is fantasy, I make it so that people can
understand that she could be real.
What do you think your biggest contribution to the
character is?
My artistic strong point is putting emotional value
into character. I don’t believe that characters are
very interesting if they’re sort of one-note. They
need some emotions and some reactions to situa-
tions in order to be truly interesting.
How do you feel about the relationship between 
Vampi and Dixie?
Vampirella’s taken Dixie under her wing and is 
trying to show her the ropes of vampire hunting.
Dixie is sort of the innocent person who wants to
kick everybody’s ass, but just doesn’t know how 
to yet. She looks up to Vampirella to help her and
teach her these things. I think that Vampirella has
some maternal instincts towards Dixie. She found
this girl crying over her dead father after her 
sister had been dragged off by vampires. I think 
it broke Vampi’s heart. Vampi has seen enough
heartbreak in her lifetime and she needs just a lit-
tle bit of light. Dixie gives Vampi a little more 
purpose besides just running around and killing
everybody. She gives Vampi a little bit of something
more to live for. 
Have you ever found that after reading the script, you
feel certain scenes should be highlighted that haven’t
been by the writer?
Yes, if I see something that I think is more impor-
tant. I’ll usually put it down on paper and the writer
and the editors will decide it if works. I won’t do
any serious story changes… I won’t take anything
away from the story, but if there is something that
needs to be highlighted, I’ll go ahead and do it and
usually it works.

Why do you think fans like your interpretation of Vampi
so much?
I have no idea.
What a great answer. I’m sure your fans know why they like
you. So what’s the nicest thing a fan’s ever done for you?
Fans have done so many great things for me—they’ve
sent me artwork, flowers, and really sweet letters. One
time I let it get out that I really liked dark chocolate, so
now a fan will bring me some form of dark chocolate
at nearly every convention. Last week at the Chicago
Convention I was admiring a girl’s nail polish, so she
went out and got me a bottle of the same nail polish!
Is there a special attraction to working on a female
character for you?
I don’t know if it’s a special attraction of just some-
thing that I’m better at. When I went to art school, I
came to the realization that in most cases, guys have
an easier time drawing male characters and girls have
an easier time drawing female characters. You make
up every day of your life, you go to brush your teeth,
and you look in the mirror and there is what you are.
How do you like working with Mark Millar and 
Grant Morrison?
I really enjoy the story they’ve put together. I like
that they’ve introduced some interesting characters
to the book, such as the two young girls—Dixie and
Pixie. I think that if they make interesting charac-
ters for Vampirella to play off of, it will make the
book that much better.

Amanda Conner
THE INTERVIEW ASCENDING EVIL:

PART 2 COVER BY
AMANDA CONNER,
JIMMY PALMIOTTI &
JONATHAN D. SMITH

1
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THE BLOOD RED GAME
FROM VAMPIRELLA:  25TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

COVER BY FRANK FRAZETTA
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A COLD DAY IN HELL
FROM VAMPIRELLA STRIKES #6

COVER BY MARK TEXEIRA
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The following interview originally ran in Vampirella
Monthly Series Preview Edition, published October 1997. 

M
ark Millar and Grant Morrison were the natu-
ral choice for writers when we decided to
launch the Vampirella Monthly series. From
the straightforward superhero action of Justice
League of America to the gothic horror of

Swamp Thing, their range is unparalleled. 

First questions. Grant, how did you and Mark initially 
get together.
GRANT: How did we get together? This kid interviewed
me for a magazine. He actually brought his 18-year-old
friend along for protection because he thought I was a
notorious “gay” writer.
MARK: But we did hit it off instantly.
What lured you to writing Vampirella?
GRANT: Vampirella is so cool. I came to write Vampi
because it’s the same stuff I’ve been getting into: weird
sex in the 90s with a twist to it. Vampirella seems per-
fect for that. As a kid I got into Vampirella because if
you were scared to buy skin books, you would go and
buy [her comics]. There was a weird little sex shop in
Glasgow that sold Vampi, so it was a serious education
for me going out and buying it.
I assumed Mark has a similar take on the character and
that’s why you two got together on the project?
GRANT: No, I did it so Mark would do half the work!
You are both writing Vampirella as a monthly series.
GRANT: Absolutely. Vampirella works much better as a
serial character. In a monthly series, the reader comes
back every month and will get the same character. You
can do a good Vampirella miniseries, but to make the
character really work, you need a monthly series to
make everything coherent and sustainable.
MARK: Yeah. As a reader, I always felt ripped off by a
series of number one issues. People like to have some-
thing out there every month with sub-plots and a sup-
porting cast they can really get their teeth into…if you’ll
pardon the expression.
Like Dixie Fattoni? Introducing a sixteen year-old vampire
hunter as Vampirella’s companion seemed like a pretty
bold move—why did you do it?
MARK: We both agree that Vampirella needs someone to
talk to. I hate writing first person narrative and caption.
It’s always nicer to explain things through dialogue.
Captions are so eighties. A good supporting cast in a
monthly book is essential.
Even though the book is monthly, it’s written in three-issue
story arcs, how’s that going to work?

GRANT: You’re going to get a big chunk of the story in
each story arc—but threads will link each arc together
in one larger, more complex storyline. The shorter
pieces of the story allow new readers to jump right in,
but the larger storyline holds their interest. Plot threads
introduced in early issues will become much more
important in the story in later arcs.
One of the criticisms of Vampirella has been that she’s not a
fleshed-out character (so to speak). How are you two going
to make us see Vampirella as a more developed character?
GRANT: What we’re going to do is give Vamirella a real
motivation—she’s going to become a lot more proactive.
Vampirella’s not going to just show up when a story is
taking place. She’ll make the story happen.
Is this why Vampirella has become much tougher?
MARK: Absolutely. Now she has a mission. We’re talking
about a woman who went to hell, and was raised from
the dead with an agenda to kill as many f***ing vam-
pires as possible in the shortest period of time. The
dangers in the new comic are worse than ever.
Vampirella must be though or she’s liable to be eaten up
as a vampire snack before the first issue even begins.
Speaking of dangers, Von Kreist is such a cool new villain.
I think he’s the most evil S.O.B. Vampirella has ever
encountered.
GRANT: Von Kreist is the ultimate baddie. For a while
now, villains have become far too sympathetic. It’s
become “PC” that every villain has his own motivation
and point of view—F*** that.
MARK: Normally a writer tries to add a level of realism
or sympathy when creating a villain. We decided to
write a good old-fashioned bastard instead.
GRANT: Yeah, we wanted an evil bastard that we would
all cheer when he dies.
AArree yyoouu ppllaannnniinngg ttoo bbrriinngg ootthheerr cchhaarraacctteerrss ssuucchh aass
PPaanntthhaa aanndd MMiissttrreessss NNyyxx iinnttoo tthhee sseerriieess??
GRANT: That’s part of the long-term plan to form
Vampirella’s world. To do that we’re going to involve
Pantha and Nyx in what Vampirella’s doing. Our main
plan for these characters will work toward the goal of an
integrated, cohesive Harris universe.
How do you two come up with the ideas for Vampirella?
GRANT: We tend to meet up somewhere, go out, and get
drunk. Start having a laugh and do this writing stuff. I’ll
say Vampi does this on page one and the Mark will say
to add this plot twist, and as [we] go back and forth
between us we end up with a plot.
MARK: I’m shocked [at] how business-like Americans are
when they’re putting together a comic. We just write
dialogue notes on the back of beer mats and bus receipts
and try to translate them when we get home.

Morrison&Millar
THE INTERVIEW

Two of the best comic writers of their generation talk about relaunching Vampirella.
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GRANT MORRISON
AND MARK MILLAR.
Their stories stand with the most daring and most 
imaginative comics ever made, and the duo brought
their unique talents to VAMPIRELLA, working as a team to
unleash some of their darkest visions. 

FEATURING THE CLASSIC TALES:
• “ASCENDING EVIL” and “HELL ON EARTH”, two landmark story arcs

which introduced a harder-edged, take-no-prisoners Vampirella, 
dangerously obsessed with wiping vampires off the face of the earth.
Brought to life by Amanda Conner & Jimmy Palmiotti, Louis Small, Jr.
and Rob Stull with additional art by Jae Lee and Joe Quesada, these stories
will go down as some of the very best in Vampi’s long history.

• “THE BLOOD RED GAME” by Morrison and Michael Bair. A spirit is loose, possessing
innocent women and transforming them into serial killers who collect hearts for a

demonic ritual. The next target——VAMPI!  

• “A COLD DAY IN HELL” by Millar and Small. In this never-before-reprinted story, a
conspiracy in the Antarctic threatens to blanket the world in endless night. Only Vampirella
stands in their way. 
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"Vampirella was so hot I used to buy every comic I could
get my hands on. The fact she didn’t exist didn’t bother me

because we have these quintessential female images in
our mind..." – James Cameron, Director of Avatar, Titanic,

Aliens and Terminator
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