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Greetings from Studio Foglio!
This volume is not yet in print,
and we’re not sure when it will be.

We do expect to make a few editing
changes before it goes to press.

This PDF edition will be updated

when the final print version is ready.

You’ll be able to download
the updated version through your
DriveThruComics.com account.

Thank you for reading our work!

—Phil & Kaja Foglio
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DEEP BENEATH
MECHANICSBURG- _ 7
haa DARK THINGS
1\ S7IL SLEER |

5
TN
L

|

BUT=YOU
KNOW-=

STUFF
HAPPENS.

-BUT I DO
HAVE A LOVELY
NAP TO GET
BACK TO.

I SMELL

YOU AND T FEEL =, - BURNING
YOUR AIR. i o BONES, SAYING

THAT TS SUCH L
b FUN?




/T KNOW WHY YOU KIDS UP IN
YOLU'RE HERE. / TOWN HAVE BEEN
) DOING THIS FOR

“STEAL
FROM THE
DRAGON AND
YOU'RE IN
THE GANG-

) | DON'T EAT
~ ADN = TS e
GO “(’ﬂ R MMM. THE OLD PRICELESS
/L 54 ’ MASTERS-THEY
& s GEMS, SHINY
/ PLUNDERED -
137 T HAVE WILLY-NILLY, £ Glass
7 HERE A FINE A \ TO SOME OF THOSE

SELECTION OF YOU KNOW. /25 \ GUYS, ITT WAS ALL
) GENUINE ITEMS < = ABOUT THE
FROM THE s GETTING.

PRICES ARE VERY
REASONABLE!

YEAH,
THERE'S A LOT
OF THIS STUFF I
CAN LET GO: NO
PROBLEM.

‘COURSE,
THAT DOESN'T WHADDAYA

MAKE IT FREE/ MEAN, NO? LOOK! IT'S A

TREASURE!
YOU'RE :
HARDLY IN A
POSITION TO
BARGAIN!
- o
YEARS, AS LONG
AS YOU MAKE THE ! |
PAYMENTS- /) : I'M NOT
HERE TO
STEAL!
\ I'VE

BROUGHT
YOU A

THE ACTUAL
CHRONOMETER
OF THE LOST HERO,
OTHAR
TRYGGVASSEN/,

2t 230



CHASED GOLD :
CASE WITH PLATINUM J |
INLAY! d
¥ JEWELED
P\ MOVEMENTS! /

HIS
PERSONALIZED

DON'T HAVE
TO WORRY
ABOUT HIM
COMING TO

GET IT

v T IS TIME FOR [
BACK: - ADVEN?’HRE.’

AND
WHADDA I

WOW. IT'S LIKE
HE'S REALLY
HERE.

... JEWELS,
YOU SAY?

I'™M A

LIBRARIAN~-
FROM THE
INCORRUPTIBLE
LIBRARY-

=AND Z THINK
YOUVE GOT A
COPY OF VOLUME
ONE OF THE LOST
WORKS OF




MASAT, HUH?
YOU KNOW
YOUR STUFF,

PEOPLE EVEN

KNOW THAT
EXISTS.

YOU'RE IN
LUCK?

OF ALL THE
STUFF YOU
COULDVE

\ ASKED FOR-

WELL, WE HAD N
THIS STORYTELLER
COME THROUGH,
AND...

HEYO: &
FOCUS, ALL 3
THAT STUFF'S

1S...1S THAT
AMBROSIUS!
BRONZE

AND...
HISTORIA
MAGNAE

WE'RE
TALKING ABOUT
THIS ONE.

TALES OF §
SPARK AND )
STAR BY-

HERE I
THOUGHT YOouLu

<ol | KNEW YOUR

¥4




I BELIEVE W)
THEFEE may |
BE AT LEAST
 7HREE! 4

ONCE I'VE HAD
A LOOK AT THE
FIRST ONE-

ABOUT THE
INFORMATION,

HEH HEH

HEH!
-AND THIS IS
GOOD STUFF!
YOU COME

BACK WITH THESE

\ STORIES-YOU'LL BE J

" YOU LET ME DO MY

RESEARCH, I GIVE YOU
THE LOVELY SHINY
CHRONOMETER/

A DOWN-
PAYMENT FOR MY
TIME. T WANT

MORE. y

I S4/01'M
NOT HERE TO
TAKE IT-

BUT THE BOOK
ITSELF-THE
ORIGINAL~-

A REAL HERO-
AND WE
BOTH
KNOW 1T/

YOUR COPY
AND GO HOME:

BOOM./ YOUR
LIBRARY'S GOT A

: ) || o A YOU MAKE
AND THE SMELL T " - s B
OF THE PAPER- M : o o P i " COPIES, I

SPOKEN
| LIKE A TRUE

DONE?! SO
YOU GUYS ARE

h UNDER PARIS:
YEAH? 48 ,f i
SEE YOU /

" WHEN? TUESDAY?




P ITHNK ITS O
GOING TO TAKE A
BIT LONGER

BRING ‘EM ON

AN ATRSHIP. -

YOU DON'T DEAL
WITH DRAGONS
VERY MUCH, DO

@\ YOU THIEF?

PROMISED ME
A TREASURE! ¢

THEY'RE
NOT A7 THE

- WE DON'T
'\ HAVE THEM.

HYDRARGYROS
THE GODBURNER!

" I BELIEVE THE
, SECOND VOLUME IS
IN HIS HOARD!




) 7‘;" : —AND I REMEMBERED
BOOIKFIIC:IUANgéAX oF i THAT I'D SEEN IT BEFORE, |
IT WAS A LITTLE ANOTHER SET OF DUSTY
\ 3 OLD DOCUMENTS.

A\ OLD JOURNALS. BOOK OF POEMS. _
CARMINA . p AN ACCOUNT OF

FANTASTICA. BY THE ARCHITECT
KIKELBURG'S VISIT TO

PLAUTILLA LETO. £
1 HYPRARGYROS A
CENTURY AGO- Q

. AN

Y ILLUMINATED = TO REBUILD )
POCKET CODEX - HIS LIBRARY i
SHELVES.

FROM THE
TWELFTH
| CENTURY.

FIFTEEN YEARS CAN BE SEEN.

AGO, AS FAR AS ; I
_ I CAN TELL. e i Al .
[ WATIT-THAT MEANS

FANTASTICA THERE'S A WHOLE
h HOARD, WAITING TO

OF THE STORM p B @5 cave From H
QUEEN?S HIS HOARD. ‘y

HEY/ AND
THERE'S MY
MASAT!

WERE STILL ALTVE,
HE WQOULDN'T HAVE
LET THAT STAND |

THE
JOURNALS
WERE OLD
ADVENTURER'S THAT'S WHY T
i 4 THINK HE'S DEAD.

PROPCSE A
SECOND

YOU PICK, T
GET TO

ON NON-BOOK
\ TREASURE, 4

I TAKE YOU
THERE. YOU GET
US IN AND OUT

SAFELY.

YOU GET
AND I \©
YOUR BOOK, AND cer rrost B
I GET TO COPY IT, CHOICE. &
AS WE'VE -
AGReED- /7

7 e



" —AND HOW K — ATRSHIP?
FAR AWAY 1S ' TRAIN? BOAT?
OXCART?

I ASSUME
YOUR LIBRARY
AREN'T A LOT 3 IS PAYING

OF DRAGONS FOR THISZ, N

LEFT, AND NOT £ L\ \
ALL OF 'EM CAN

ACTUALLY,
I'M SURPRISED Y
YOU'VE BEEN
OUT OF THE GET A HOARD- (¢

SITTER.
YOU'RE ON

YOUR OWN Y ( SOMETHING
UNTIL YOU GET £ N IKE THAT...

AIRSHIPS ARE )
EXPENSIVE...

'NEVER BEEN
¥/ ON A TRAIN




TSK. D/S IS
VY HYU NEEDS
A GOOT
VACATION,
SVYEETIE.

WORK RELATED )
EXPEDITION! |

NO “TIDYING
UP” MY DESK-

NO FIGHTING

ANYBODY OR
ANYTHING-NOT EVEN
IF “THEY WERE REALLY

ASKING FOR IT/" AN

REDECORATING, |
NOT EVEN IF “HERR
BAUMHUND THE
| BUTCHER HAD A
| REALLY GREAT
D DEAL-"

o/ HY DUNNO
HYU, () VOT HyU DEAL
LEEDLE IS, BUT DIS BEEG
THIEF- LIZARD HAZ NOT
: BEEN CUT IN A

LONG TIME.

HYU WATCH
OUT FOR CUR
FRANZ, YAHP

NEED TO BE
WATCHED/!

O

NO TEASING
, THE SPIDERS-

HAFF FUN,
SVEETHOTS!

DIs VILL BE
SO GooT

FOR HYUYS

NO
PICKING THE
LOCKS ON THE
SARCOPHAG!,
EVEN IF THEY'RE
ANOCKING-

VAIT TIL HE )
IZ OUT DE
DOCR, BoYs! |




THE BONES OF |

GORBASH!

THIS IS
KLIBAN!

WELL, I DIDN'T
KNOW HOW
THINGS WOULD
GO IN THERE.

HOW you'n
REACT.

IT'S ONE THING
TO RISK MY OWN
HIDE, BUT IT DIPN'T
SEEM RIGHT TO RISK
HIS.

{ ITs way
A SMALLER.

(A N\ ,
OUR CATS ARE
DIFFERENT/

BESIDES, HE
MIGHT'VE TRIED |
b TO EAT YOU! £

WOULDN'T |

you, kirtye £l

YES YOU

-~ YES YOU
O\ WouLD!




IT SEEMS...
STRANGE—

YOU JUST

WALKING Y S
\ DOWN THE [&ix

STREET... |:h_

HEY VOK!
TELL YER BOSS
I'M HERE/

RIGHT AvAdy,
MEESTER
FRANZ!

THERE'S EVEN )
A CONTRACT.

SABBATICALS/ AND
THEY ACCUMULATE
IF I DON'T TAKE
‘EM}

OH,
INDEED,
=114
ISNT IT, N BUT

SIGNORE i | DELIGHTFUL

- TO SEE YOU,
SNAKKERJAPE? NEVERTHELESS!

)\ JAGERS ARE
WATCHING THE
}), HOARD.

EA] SHOULDN'T
é BE GONE
‘ 70O LONG,

BE SURE TO
UPDATE THE

HOLD ON.
WE'LL GET YOUR
CHRONICLE.

SO THEY DO.
LET'S SEE...FIFTY-
SIX YEARS, THREE

MONTHS?

THAT'S WHEN
HE TOOK HIS LAST J
SABBATICALP

THOSE

MUCH 7/AZE WE [ _RuslO DUES ARE WORTH
OWE HIM! =\ EVERY PENNY/!




IT ALWAYS USED TO
BE THE HETERODYNE

{ e- \\. [ 8
I'LL BE NEEDING

NN\ Wy oFFrczaL

T'LL SEETO
THAT DIRECTLY! )

THERE ARE REPORTS You MAY, BUT
OF SOMETHING WEIRD IN MAY T ASK DON'T SPREAD

THE WOODS CUTSIDE WHY YOU'RE
MALEBACH. LEAVING?

SHE THINKS IT ‘ \ C%ﬁSAESU%Y
MIGHT BE SOMETHING s — - S
ONE OF THE OLD 1 p—— \ IS DEAD.
HETERODYNES LEFT / | A - SO,

LYING ARCUND. HUH.

WELL, TLL |
JUST MAKE
SURE TO

AH. NICE TO
MEET YOU! . = OHP ANOTHER Yo
VIDONIA L \ " LIBRARIANP oo

ORKALINA, 3 — THAT'S )
3 . ’ NICE. ‘__

——

RIGHT

HONORABLE 2 o
MINISTER OF CIVIC \ \ ol o | HAVE YOU BEEN
PUNCTUALITY. \ - e UP TO THE CASTLE

g TO SEE MONSIEUR

HOFFMANNS

VIPSANIA
PERRAULT,

MONSIEUR=

'M A p\\Y . : ALDIN'S
LIBRARIAN. : \ HERE




“HE IS INDEED! YOUR LORD
HIGH CONSERVATOR SENT

HIM TO CATALOG THE BOOKS |aaa |
IN THE CASTLE LIBRARY

I BELIEVE THE —BUT youU s>
CASTLE IS BEING A SHOULD VISIT THE GREAT
N~ very cgoop HERR HOFFMANN If'  LIBRARY OF THE || V&

up
A 1
EOOET ABOLIT BEFORE YOU HETERODYNES IS OF IT! 8

THE WHOLE 2 N\ LEGENDARY/ W

HOW DOES
THE CASTLE
LIKE THAT?

THE CASTLE IS =
UNDER STRICT

ORDERS TO BE
MN/CE TO HIM! ‘AH

WE'RE
RY PROI

OH, THAT
WOULD BE
NICE, BUT—

THE LADY HAS - WHICH IT SEEMS .. Ay
PROMISED IT A NEW TO THINK IS A NEW 1 - Lo,
A Gymnvasiun- L) AND EXCITING FORM OF : ol

WE'RE NOT §

| GONNA EAT )

LUNCH, AND
THERE'S THTS  Jadh =
GREAT NEW PIE Je\
SHOP-
THAT WOULD
MEAN CATCHING
TOMORROW'S
TRAIN/!

TN TORTURE CHAMBER. ‘

WANTED THOSE

N . FRANZ
JAGERMONSTERS OUT '
OF YOUR HOARD SEE HOW YOU'VE

o ACCUMULATED SO
QUICKLY! _ 8 MUCH 7IME
OFF/

PROBABLY
DRAINING AtY

WINE CELLAR AS
P\ WE SPEAK.

13 3



YOU
CouLD CALL
IT THAT!

, IN YOUR
TRAVELS, REMEMBER
THAT YOU ARE THE
GREAT DRAGON OF

A\ MECHANICSBURG-

1 WATCHER
#\ OVER ALL THAT
y NES-
AN

BY THIS CHAIN
OF OFFICE, LET THE
WORLD KNOW THAT
YOU ARE ONE OF

OUR OWN-

PROTECTED
BY OUR LADY-
BY THE TEETH
N AND CLAWS OF
N, HER HORDE-

BY THE HAND OF
EVERY DENIZEN OF
THIS VALLEY-

DEFENDER By
OF THE :
TREASURY- :
LURKER IN \

( oH, NOW- FOR AN
N e\ ( UNREHEARSED
oY 28 |\ PERFORMANCE...

OF A SONG
NO-ONE'S
HEARD IN OVER
A HUNDRED

NOW, IT'S
A BIT LAST
MINUTE...

S

UICE] St

‘WMW' B

~ ——

" AND WOE
BETIDE ANY

+f 14 e



VAN, THOSE *OLD LEDGERS"
ARE EXHAUSTIVE RECORDS OF
THE INNER WORKINGS OF AN
’ HISTORIC TOWN CLOSED TO
OUTSIDERS FOR MOST OF A
THOUSAND YEARS.

-

YRIGHT. |

I CAN'T IMAGINE
ONE OF THEM
PASSING UP A

CHANCE TO SEE IT”

| ANY SCHOLAR ¥ THE LIBRARY

VAN, DO YOU
REMEMBER WHEN
A\ MONSIEUR HOFFMANN /
FIRST ARRIVED? &£

‘ '
o
,k " d

HOW
CouLp 1
FORGET?

X I NEVER
THOUGHT I'D SEE
SOMECNE SC WORKED
UP ABOUT A BUNCH OF
OLD LEDGERS.

REMEMBER
HOW EXC/TED

WOULD HAVE J UP AT THE CASTLE HE WAS?

WAS THE ONLY
THING THAT PRIED
I THOUGHT WE'D HIM LOOSE!
NEVER GET HM
QUT OF YOUR [
FAMILY VAULTS.

WELL, TO MY
KNOWLEDGE, HE'S
THE FIRST PERSON
FRCM HIS LIBRARY
WHO'S EVER BEEN
N ALLOWED ACCESS!

THEY USED TO
TRY TO SNEAK IN
ALL THE TIMEYS

o

IBELIEVET fg;“;;’fbgg
SHALL PAY A VISIT

TO MONSIEUR PICK ME UP
HOFFMANN. A MYSTERY!

Do

15 I



'‘NEVER BEEN
THROUGH THE (§
TOAD GATE
BEFORE.

NEAREST TO
THE TRAIN
AND AIRSHIP

NEVER USED — W e
THEM, ETTHER. A =, ij;;& i
FADS, I SAY._ ¢ A\

S B R
R

T Wy . A RIGHT.
APPARENTLY I T e i SRR L SOMEBOE?)‘”S
IT'S CARVED ke . e o ke ] e
WA T A S T GETTIN
nirs ore voly K | P o (P AT By SR PUNCHED FOR
TOAD OR Y YA A € - .

MISS OUR
TRAAAINS

16



| SEE YEZ,

NOTTINK VE
VOULDN'T

WELL, IT'S NOT N
LIKE THEY CALL IT THE
YDRAGON GATE.”

HAVE TO HANG
AROUND HERE,

OPERA'S BEEN
BEGGING NME 2
TO SIGN ON/ |if

I COULD BE
STTTIN' ON
THEIR CATHEDRAL
RIGHT NOW/

DUN HYU

THE MOTIVATIONAL ’
VORRY ‘BOUT

SPEAKERS' CIRCUIT /

VAGERS ON THE
ROAD TODAY...

OH. YEAH-THE SIEGE
A WHILE BACK REALLY
LEFT A MESS-

W veAH, YOU
S DON'T WANNA
BE ANYWHERE

" CAN‘T WAIT TO
BLCOW CFF SOME

AND THEN YOUNG

WULFENBACH BUILT A

LOT OF WEIRD STUFF

WHILE THE TOWN WAS

FROZEN IN TIME.

THE LADY'S GOT

'‘EM HELPING TIDY
EVERYTHING UP.

I WOULDN'T HAVE
THOUGHT “TIPYING
UP* WAS THEIR
STRONG SUIT.

T e

i
oo

{ (LN

17 3%



7 YOU HUMANS,
YOU'RE SMALL.

ASSESSING
THREATS-,

SO WE TEND

| TO LIKE THINGS §
B\ THE WAY THEY

" FINDING CLEVER

NEW WAYS TO STAY

UN-SQUISHED. |

BUT
DRAGONS
ARE PRETTY
HARD TO
SQUISH.

~ AFTER ALL,
ANYBODY WHO
WANTS TO FIGHT

HMF. DRAGONS
AREN'T LIKE SOME
PEOPLE...

WE DON'T GET N
ALL WORKED UP

JUST BECAUSE
SOMETHING'S

WHAT?

/ YOU'VE NEVER
EVEN COME OUT

HUMONGULUS
IS TOUGH!

LET
HUMONGULUS

18 I

TO LOOK AT




o
IS TE
i

EVER SEEN. F

AYE! THIS TOWN'S &
CEBULOING 16
REBUILDING TC

HUMONGULUS

LIKES YOU-AND YOUR [ i)

SUPERIOR BICEP
DEFINITION!

YES! YES! LET |

US FIGHT!

THE ABBOT'S LENT =%

[ *EM HUMONGULUS TO

HELP WITH THE AE4VY

e
you e

CAN YOU NOT =
£ SEE YOU'RE ¢
RIGHTENING
sl

) CREATUREP o

POSSIBILITIES ARE ‘

HUMONGULUS!

¥ THAT CLANK-
\ IT'S YOURS P

THE
ENDLESS!




WE HAVE TO
CATCH THE
TRAAAINS 3

T |

THIS WON'T TAKE -.mt{

DON'T WORRY. NG 'H"ir]fif !

S

’ ] : “
HUMONGULUS I8

| ALways READY!
N\ :
b' ’ |

J vou reADY, B A5
RHRCHLE ARE YOU READY
FOR THE BEATING,

WILL
PPEN.
X : HUMONGULUS
—— Yy WILL ALWAYS

REMEMBER YOU
. FONDLY!

AN e ™

2 20 ¥



'WNEW THAT |}
WAS GONNA |

BUT YOU ARE
NOT WRONG!




([ THERE IS SHAME
| N LOSING TO
HUMONGULUS- :

—_—

BUT IT IS A SHAME |
SHARED BY MANYY )

HUMONGULUS |
| DOES NOT GET 17! /S

SN S

e WHY DO YOU |
| NOTFIGHT? |




HUMONGULUS ¥

SEES WHAT YOU |
HAVE DONE,
THERE! YES!

LANDING YOU
NEAR THE
N\ WATER TOWER!

7 YOU HAVE USED YOUR Y
MIGHTY WINGS TO
CHANGE THE ANGLE
OF YOUR DESCENT-

HUMONGULUS 18
WATER RESIST-AK!




EVERYTHING IN \ .
THERE “WATER A"

" YES! HA!

= :
HUMONGULUS
SURRENDERS!

YOU HAVE USED
GUILE! TACTICS!

[ awareness or RS
A mHe Lanpscapey B8

IMPRESSED!
5% |

 WELL DONE!

SURRENDER! Y%

-

Y
YOU UNDERSTAND

THE VERY SOUL OF
| HUMONGULUS!

| SN




’ -AND R X, " [ HUMONGULUS WILL
REMEMBER, o (Y | ANSWER YOUR CALL!
IF YOUNEED L ——cl \ o ) '”
SOMETHING T A\ SR 20 2o

\ PUNCHED, ) " |

’,};“b c

v BN AR

EH. DRAGONS
ONLY GET

STUPID WHEN

WE'RE FIGHTING




I ASKED
THE MONKS
TO MAKE IT
NICE FOR

YOou.

YEAH: I SEE. A
MATTRESS AND
EVERYTHING.
THIS TOOK ;
FORETHOUGHT. 2 ; YOU WANT A
YOU WERE ! : HUNDRED
\ PRETTY SURE I'D ( g KILCS OF BEEF
,, COME ALONG. I > \ ; ? OR FISH?

g HEY, I'M ON
WELL, OF _
COURSE I'D + _ G : VACATION!
HOFED YoOU ) . j i A g Il TAKE THE
' '\ SURF AND

I 7 GREAT! T'LL
PUT IN YOUR
7,

8 OHI No-
WS 12/ BUNKING
WITH Yous

... 'GOT
MY EYE ON
Yyou, PAL.

26 3%



'COURSE
EVERYTHING
KINDA MAKES ME

BUT ALL THIS
ADVENTURE |
STUFF IS MAKING Y

ME KINDA

2 27 3%



..mfc/'ﬁiifcizyﬁ

TI-IEN HERE '
ey ey BUT 7447
WAS BEFORE WE
PAYMENT IN KNEW WHAT IT
FULL, AS WAS FOR/
AGREED! >




HOW couLp
YOU KNow-

YOU SEEK
THE HOARD COF
HYDRARGYROS i
THE GODBURNER. |

A MIGHTY SPARK-FORGED
ARTEFACT OF POWER=IT
PRODUCED A FLAME LIKE A
GALE FROM HELL ITSELF.”

[ —BUT HE'S

DEAD/

“THE INNATE FIRES

THAT OF HYDPRARGYROS
MAKES YOUR WERE WEAK™—

QUEST OUR BUT HE
BUSINESS. WIELDED

. N THE /AN

HAVE DONE YOUR
RESEARCH,
LIBRARIANR

YAS SUCH CREATURES SC - “NOT EVEN THE OLDP
OFTEN DO, HE TURNED OM HIS ] ! BARON DISTURBED
CREATOR, ROASTING HIM IN HIS HIS DESOLATION.*

CASTLE=THEN LAID WASTE TO g (
ALL THE MOUNTAINSIDE. . .

THOSE WHO COULD, FLED,
LEAVING THE WYRM TO
GLOAT ALONE OVER HIS

RUINED KINGDOM.“

AND NOW
YOU'RE ABOUT CREATURE OF THE
TC HAND ALL HETERODYNES
THAT FIREPOWER & \\ 10 NOT THEMSELVESS
\ OFF TOANEW M1 o1 .any :
N DRAGON/ / . '
> p— DRAGON- 4

+f 29 ¥}



THAT'S NOT-

I'VE NEVER EVEN

HEARD OF THIS
A “IRAM SOLISH

REALLY,
NOW?= AND
WHAT /S THE
MONSTER

-AND GOLD.
HE /S A
DRAGON.

8 GETTING THEN,

LIBRARIANP MM, TRUE,

THERE WILL BE A
POWERFUL LOT
OF THAT...

PERHAPS YOU
DIDNT KNOW.
IT ISN'T THE SORT
OF LORE OUR ORDER
WOULD WANT TO GET
ABOUT, AFTER ALL~

_ ;ca.

BUT THAT'S

THE
CORBETTITES
WILL AID YOUR
QUEST, AND IN
A EXCHANGE-
THE /R4
SOL/S, AND ANY
OTHER SPARK-MADE
DEVILTRY YOU MAY
FIND BESIDES,
GETS SAFELY
Lockep )
AWAY IN CUR J
VAULTS.

\ .

Tl

; I'M AFTER
BO0OKS, NOT
WEAFPONS.

SO I CAN
HAVE THE
BOOK?

-BUTTZLL

(& 2

»

D
y ,y'/;://g.wur
(

%
7\
My,

B CARRYING IT
b, FOR YOU. .

\ 1.. ) ‘

A
—

N\
\\\\\\ (R

Wit

VERY WISE
OF YOoUu, I'M
SURE.

SURELY YOU
DON'T THINK WE
EXPECT YOU TC

DO 4LL THE

WORK?
BE

FINDING A WAY
IN, CARRYING AWAY
ALL THOSE BOOKS AND
TREASURES YOU ARE
WANTING=

THAT WILL
BE WORK
ENOUGH FOR
YOU, EVEN
WITH YOUR
STRONG
DRAGON

n

)l \ 'I

FOR US TO
INSIST THAT YOU
BRING AWAY OLIR
PORTION AS WELL
WOULD BE MOST
UNREASONABLE-

+ 30 ¥

SOILL BE
GOING WITH
your



\‘ ‘r)\

.\-.N-j\

7)) g

3 '"03‘!'%

R "\\\\\ 3 ¥,

+f 31 3%
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H GOOD,

YOU'RE
AWAKE!

MAY NOT

REMEMBER [

ME,

HAVE MET
BEFORE!




YEAH! WHEN
I GOT MY BIT
OF PRAGON

e NOT EXACTLY.
- you HA! TVE LISTEN-
= Ro“;ﬁfa AT By NEVER SEEN A THIS LIBRARIAN
) S KID RUN THAT YOU'RE TRAVELING
|/ FAST!

WITHP
' Y SO YOU CAME LADY ORKALEENA
g%%"ﬁﬁ% ALL THE WAY OUT TALKED TC ALDIN. YOU
FOR THE ] HERE TO BRING ME KNOW, THE LIBRARIAN
LOWER courTt M| ¢ A BREAKFAST, UP AT THE CASTLE?
GEARTOCTH | .
GogLINs! AN
‘Go Go

GIBBLE GABBLE )
GOBLINS!" A

. 2 A SOMEONE TO WATCH [ WILL BE

o/ s MY BACK. _ afi | JOINING

“HE SAID SHE'S NOT A * Us, WON'T
FULL LIBRARIAN=AT et \\

LEAST, NOT YET. , sl "'E e, oo\ T \}\‘
o UT SHE'S \ '-
el ) ( DEFINITELY MOT ON Z 2 b
THREE ACQUISITION | Sl
TRIPS—-AND BEEN THE

\ =
SOLE SURVIVOR w BUSINESS.
EACH TIME.

»

—

APPARENTLY, IT / . - T )
WAS MEVER
HER FAULT,
{ JUST B4D
LUCK, BUT-"

EH-T KNEW SH
HAD SOMETHING
; GOING ON-SHE WALKED
; INTO MY LAIR WITH
L NOTHING MORE THAN A
*WELL= pIp SHE CLOCK AND A GOOD
MENTION ANY

OF THAT TC You2*

-BUT IT'S A ¥
PRETTY GOOD =

STORY, AND T WANT N0 ¥

_TO SEE THE FINISH. /2 B\ PROMISES/

% 32 3%
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) S T RN
k e 2 > LET'S TALK . i
V¥ 2 BREAKFAST/!
. GOING AT A ﬁ A, XAy I
cLIp- ' _ AR
HOW'D YOU \ / \

carcr ue, UM -’k
r {' 4 | !)

S
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..AND SO
BROTHER MARCUS
COMES ALONG, AND
THE CORBETTITES WILL
TRANSPORT THE
LOOT.

AT

AH. FIVE
PERCENT OF THE
HARD TREASURE

VALUE,

/ LEAST IF '\
THERE'S AS |

MUCH

TREASURE
AS I THINK
THERE IS—

YGUESS"P
NAH!

YOUR ORDER
FUNDS EXPEDITIONS
LIKE THIS ALL THE

I'™M JUST
SURPRISED THEY'RE
ONLY NOW GETTING
INTERESTED IN THIS
HOARD!

7 LADY HETERODYN
SAID NEXT TIME 7#H/S
LUG WAS UP FOR
INSPECTION AND
MAINTENANCE,

ZcouLp
HELP OUT! FOR
MY EXTRA

THAT'S RIGHT! IN
MECHANICSBURG,

WE TAKE PROPER 9|

CARE OF OUR
MONSTERS!
IT'S ONE OF THE
SECRETS OF OUR
SUCCESS/

SO ARE

PILLAGING )

f 34 I

AND-THAT
COMES OUT OF
ATY SHARE.

-

I'M MOSTLY . “ ’ h

{u(.) \;-.9

HERE FOR THE

AN =

WD RaAna 4 |

AWAY ANYTHING
b DANGEROUS.

ZsE—ONLY
THE LORD 1S
EVERYWHERE, /0

SO THAT'S
MY NEWS.

NEVER
SPOILS CUR
SURPRISES.

N ALCHEMICAL
BIOLOGY AT J

TPU!

SPRING BREAK
STARTED EARLY, SO
I GOT HOME R/GHT

AFTER yOU

THAT'S WHAT
ISAID! T TOLD
VAN I COULD HELP |
OUT ARCUND

SPECIALIZING
IN PYROTECH!

INSISTED THAT

I SHOULD START
THE OBSERVATION

PERIOD EARLYY 4



NO DAWDLING NOW-
OFFICIALLY, THIS IS JUST
A QUICK RAIL CHECK IN THE

WASTELANDS. NE
it ACTUALLY

HYDRARGYROS
- BEEN HERE
MAY BE GONE, BEFORE.

BUT THEN, HE

UM...
\ UNOFFICIALLY—-

AND MOSTLY?P
THERE'S A

WHCLE LOT CF
NOTHING.

v e -
WE DON'T

Il ~~ow wHaT's
fifir OUT THERE—

&

I

DRAGON SAW )
TO THAT. 4

<f 35 I



GARUMPH.

HEY! WHAT'S
THE MATTER,
BIG GUY?P

7 WELL, IAf NOT e
HERE FOR TREASURE, -AND yoU (RS
‘M HERE FOR ANDZHAVEA |
SCIENCE/

NO
SURPRISES

WHENEVER
THERE'S A BIG
I TREASURE-

{ BUT PEOPLE
B KEEP JOINING
Il AND WANTING

HEH...WELL, T
CONFESS I DO

b\ HAVE ONE MORE

SURFPRISE=

I,I|I'|T . '
N

GREETINGS,
BROTHER! &

— N
b & HUMONGULUS I8

Ve /A HERE TO PUNCH
, AND LIFT THINGS!




HUMONGULUS
WILL JOIN YOUR
NOBLE QUEST!

T

AREN'T WE
GOING AFTER A
DRAGON'S
HOARD?
OH, FINE,

SROGUE" »
THEN. THERE'S

BOCKS IN
/ THERE!

OH,
THAT'S THE
\ DIFFERENCE?P

PP weLL, weo Y
(BETTER HOPE SO! )

ARKTH 1

715,18 THIS ONE OF I
Bl THOSE TIMES WHEN |
|  HUMONGULUS 1S

A YOU 6uYs/

YOU'RE A
PROPER BUNCH OF

\ ADVENTURERS! JUST |
% LIKE THE OLD DAYS/

N

SO-YOU HAVE

EXPERIENCE
WITH THIS SORT COF |

THING, THEN? /

AND BROTHER;
SOME THINGS
NEVER CHANGE.




IT'S ALL HERE-
RATIONS, WATER,

AHOY! LORD a
SCORTCHMAW SUPPLIES
AND PARTY! EVERYTHING
e ON THE LIST.
u E
BAGGAGE

IS READY!

WELL, WE
NEED TO EAT;

AND IT'S GOING TO |

BE A FEW DAYS'

\ WALK BEFORE WE [

GET TO THE
DOORS.
THEN THERE'S \
TOOLS, AND
REFERENCE
MATERIALS...

USUALLY GOT
PEOPLE TO DO
THE ACTUAL
COLLECTING.
My JoB IS
TO SIT ON
THE LOOT.
NOW I GOTTA
WALK AND CARRY

LOT OF STUFF,
|, DON'T THEY? ) /St




THIS 1S WHY

EuuMONquLua CINNOT AARRY

PANICKED! NICE THINGS.

\ \




[/ WE'D BETTER
MAKE SURE |
THEY'RE ALL

RIGHT!
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" TRUE. AT LEAST,

- NOT AS THE TERM
= GHOSTS ARE 1S USLALLY

NOTREARL S \ UNDERSTOOD, 48

rrmr ’”

lk\k'kkl

'.ll”ﬂlh'”l'h "|1l
U fﬂ al f 'NM

LLH‘E g}!;UAEF e 7T MEANT LOOK - ' _—
S SO || AROUND FOR THE ’ \ , ER THAT
NO HARM DONE. / \  PERSON THE . > o BNLUY. WAE,-‘:T]'-THHE THA{CAL \
STUFF HIT! 4 N\ . KL |\ TRAIN STATION
' SOUVENIR SALES

; . lorz e séME I111m rrmfm,,,,};ﬁ
O Ol .oca wezrpo- YU

IN WHICH
y MIGHT BE SOMEBODY CASE;
\ WHO'S A LITTLE TOO
INTERESTED IN OUR
PROJECT HERE.

NOBODY 7 1% YES! HUMONGULUS Y

UP HERE! - KNOCKED THEM  © HUMONGULUS

oFf THE WALLL J\| IS SORRY!

+f 41 3%



HUMONGULUS, OR ARE YOU %
LISTEN. THIS IS TALKING ABOUT

VERY IMPORTANT. THE FIRST PERSON |

DID YOU KNOCK A You...ﬁ“;%fﬁ?,“” V.
SECOND PERSON » \

OFF THE WALL WHILE
WE WERE LOOKING
FOR THE FIRST,

HOW MANY \

PECPLE DID

You KNOCK
OFF THE

o[ HUMONGULUS
HAS ONLY KNOCKED
ONE PERSON OFF
THE WALL TODAY!

N\ NOWHERE 7O BE

THERE AREN'T
ANY LOCALS
OUT HERE: ARE

\ A/

OH, NO. THE
DRAGCN WASTES

ARE FAMOUSLY |
UNINHABITED. £

[/ I DON'T SUPPOSE
| THAT PILE UP THERE IS )
THAT'S JUST

SOMEBODY'S
OUT HERE!

T'LL FLY AHEAD
AND DO A QUICK
b RECON!
; SPOT ANY
MONSTERS—

SCOUT THE
GOOD COFFEE
SHOPS...

) OLD HYDRARGYROS' £

DD you
HAVE A

[ EVEN ANOW YOUR

FLYER WAS ON THE
RCOCF?P

£ 42 3%

@ WHAT'S LEFT OF |

THE TOWN

" THE PLACE N
WE’RE GOING
| IS A COUPLE OF
DAYS EAST. |
WE'LL WANT TO BE N4
CAREFUL. IF SOMEONE
/S WATCHING US...

—AND THERE'S
NO WAY THERE'S
A COFFEE SHOP
OUT HERE—NOT FOR A ‘\_\




HOURS LATER= YEP. IT'S
_IS% STILL

GOo0oD. ~

WE SHOULD

CAMP HERE
TONIGHT.

=AND GOOD
THAT YOU WERE T
ABLE TO FIND IT
SO HANDILY.

)

W M

a———
S~

SOMETHING IN
THIS BLASTEDR LAND
‘ REMAINS PURE. y

YES, WELL, I'VE
BEEN HERE
BEFORE,
REMEMBERP

=2 THINK IT IS TIME WE
HEARD ABOUT

L
Qﬁ (it h .\‘. < . e PR

THIS SOUNDS YEAH? WELL, LET
LIKE A BIG TALKY ¥ HUMONGULUS i pecl
WOULD RATHER R (e Ko T o, 8

TREASURE.

o ¥
1
o 9

4l *F‘I

THERE WAS
ONCE A LAKE

HERE! -
P, OF COURSE!
HUMONGULUS ™ ow 17 15 TREASURE FOUND
L coxep W rumonGuLus BY ONE BELONGS |
WITH ASHt il WILL CLEAR 177



SO=WHAT DO
YOU WANT TO
KNow?

I THINK THE
DRAGON IS
DEAD, AND T
WANT HIS
BOOKS.

YAND THE LIBRARY
INVESTIGATIVE COUNCIL D/D
UNANIMOUSLY CLEAR
YOU OF ALL CULPABILITY.

/S THAT
NOT SOR”

I FOUND
THE HOARD,
BUTI
COULDN'T
GET IN,
SO NOW I'M
BACK, WITH
You Guys.

< 44 Re

'CAUSE I'M PRETTY
SURE YOU WEREN'T HERE
ON OFFICIAL LIBRARY

BUSINESS-

AND THAT SEEMS
KINDA ODD.

NOT DO IN
THE LEAST.

THE LIBRARY HAS
CONFINED HER EVEN THOUGH
70 STACKS I O/D HEAR THAT
INDEFINITELY. 4 NONE OF WHAT
S\ HAPPENED WAS
HER FAULT-

BEARS, A WEA/
STAIRCASE, AND THEN
MORE BEARS,
WASN'T IT?

“IGH! T MEAN, YES, THEY BUT I'M NOT
DID CLEAR ME, BECAUSE IT CONFINED TO

. STACKS—=NOT
WASN’T MY FAULT- OFFICIALLY~

I JUST NEVER MADE THE
CUT FOR ANY ACQUISITION
EXPEDITIONS AFTER THAT

—AND THERE'S
NOTHING LIKE NEVER
GETTING INVITED
ANYWHERE TO GIVE A
PERSON TIME FOR
MORE RESEARCH—"

“WHICH 1S HOW I
FOUND OUT ABOUT
HYDRARGYROS”

HOARD. "




*THE THING BEFCRE 7H/S SCORE?P
1S, I LOVE | MY RESEARCH UNCOVERED

RESEARCH! ] ~AND I'M THE LOCATIONS OF THREE
: Goop DIFFERENT VOLUMES ON THE [
LIBRARY’'S LOST WORKS' LIST*

| *sO WHEN AN ENTIRE
I FOUND DRAGON'S
N 7HIS-7 | HOARD OF

BOOKkS-#

THERE WAS THIS
FREELANCER 1

I'M NOT A KNEW.

COMPLETE
FOOL! HE DID
JOBS FOR
THE LIBRARY
SOMETIMES,

+f 45 3%

*=AND YET
SOMEHOW,

| eviery TirE, I was

LEFT BEHIND WHILE
HIGHER RANKING
LIBRARIANS WENT

TO GET THEM.*




s =0
7

.

?ijx\

OHP COULD THIS

PERCHANCE BE THE

FREELANCER YOU
MENTIONED?

THOUGHT HE
WAS DEAD/

HECTOR I
THOUGHT YOuU
WERE DEAD!

1 FELT SO SO
GUILTYY

46 ¥



YOU GOT
REVIVIFIED?

THAT'S
BECAUSE I'M A
LS duisals GHOOOST/
STANDING
RIGHT HERE

I'™ JuST b, 2 B\ TALKING
DEAD! ‘r

HE DOESN'T
FEEL LIKE A
GHOST.

{
O THAT'S
a
¢
N
»

{ secAUSE ,
L1 HE /SAT A \\'

9§ cHost! I

&) N
__ \
<

SINGULARLY
SOL/D
SPECIMEN.

I

~~—
THERE'S SO ¢
MUCH ABOUT THE
AFTERLIFE WE DON'T
GOoD AT [T/ UNDERSTANDYS

<t 47 3



YOU KNOW
YOU'RE A
GHOST.

, I KNEW
{ YOU'D GET THE
METAPHYSICAL
STUFE VIP!

SN z24vF F you
ye @ KNOW WHAT’S
' GOOD FOR

..“'III]I'MIIH! h Your

7y GUYS'D BETTER

NONE OF MY

FRIENDS WILL

THROW STUFF 4
AT YOU.

OF COURSE I
DON'T HAVE ANY
CCFFEE!

GHOSTS
DON'T DRINK
COFFEES
THAT'S
SILLYY

YEAHI VIP
SA/D SO

IS THAT SOME
KIND OF THREAT
OR SOMETHING?

UH, THIS
1S LUMI AND
TECHMICALLY,
I'VE JUST
MET HER.
—AND, UM,
SHE DIPN'T
ACTUALLY
THROW
AMYTHING...

'r
-‘ AW, YOUR
FRIENDS ARE
GONNA THROW
STUFF AT ME
AGAIN, AREN"'T
THEYR

AND HAS
HE GOT ANY
COFFEE ON

HIM?




...BUT WE DO
SOMETIMES CARRY EEEEEEE!

CHOCOLATE YOU'RE A NICE
COVERED COFFEE I TAKE IT YOUR
BEANS... FORAGING
~ PRODUCED MO
RESULTS?
WHOA-
THE FANCY 7
&KIND FROM P 1/
PARIS!

i
//////r'f.n'{;;@\«;;l-l

YOU-AND I AM
\ weiL verseo N JIIN
HERB LoRE- &M
NO PLANT EVEN
RESEMBLING COFFEE
GROWS IN THIS REGICON. J

IN FACT, YOU WHAT ARE
WOULD HAVE TO YOU TALKING OOH.
ABOUTE T JUST QUESTIONS?R
FOUND THE REAL

THING RIGHT

SO You
D/D.

Nud

»ﬂ(“m\\ 1 . \ WHAT ARE YOU

by ) —AND NOW T HAVE DOING OUT HERE,
b -"‘s-\ - ////// /) SOME QUESTIONS FOR 3 ALONE IN THE
iy — l i —] GHOST FREND. DRAGON WASTES?

;
% 5 Do...0C YOU

WOULDN'T ' e ' ) THINK HE WENT
YOU LIKE TO e \ TO GET MORE
\ COFFEER

a -t | N 7 . ) 7
" A e \'. ﬁ / “" ‘
TOO BAD WE g - q '{‘ﬁ“
-

( GHOSTS ARE SO " \ £ ZANN -
MYSTERIOUS/ >N . . Lo
y < < : . [ &2
. . —. ot 2 ll‘."-”'“‘ =
| II f £ i \ o
¥\ \ | o

N
)

;”/ﬂ”

I ¢
// Aﬁ .1\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\.;-;?'”1..



I'VE GIVEN Y WERE

THEM THE

SLIP! OF THEM!

WELL, I 7R/ED TO
SCARE THEM AWAY, BUT
IT DIDN'T WORKY

THE DRAGON!
YOU KNOW, BIG,
GREEN, LOTS OF

TEETHP

LOTS OF DIALS,
AND A LITTLE
TRILOBITE R/IGHT
BETWEEN THE
EYESP

W FRANZ
SCORTHMAWR

WELL,
NOT HERE
HERE=-

RIGHT! MEW
PLAN! SEE THAT
THEY GET HERE!

UNHARMED!S

NOT SURE IF
THEY/LL LET ME STAY
UNHARMED...

SUPPOSED
TO GET R/ID

GOSH
PROFESSOR, I
CAN'T DO THATS
THEY'VE GOT
THIS MEAN FIGHTY
GIRL WITH A B/G
STICKY

FOR THOTH'S
SAKE, USE
YOUR WHOMP
BLASTER!

WELL...BUTI
DON'T THINK
THAT WOULD
WORA ON THE
DRAGON...

BUT RIGHT
OVER THERE
HERE, YEAHS

OF COURESE...
A DRAGON!
A DRAGON

MIGHT BE ABLE
TC GET IN!

BRILLIANT
IDEAS

WELL, IT
WASN'T Ay
IDEA-

I SA4/D IT WAS
BRILLIANT.

HECTOR, THERE ARE
TIMES I SIMPLY FA/L TO
UNDERSTAND HOW
YOU ARE STILL ALIVE.

GHOST?

CURSED TO
WALK THE
EARTH?
OH, NO-THE
CURSE IS
ALL MINE.
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EARLY
NEXT
MORNING:

-AND IF WE
MAKE GOOD
TIME, ~
, THERE'S A .
LOVELY RUIN WHERE
WE CAN STOP FOR

EXERCIGE |
WiLL DO US
GooD!

HUMONGULUS
DOES NOT

SLEEP! SOMETHING TO

BE LIFTED!

HUH. WELL,
WHATEVER
MAKES YOU

SOUNDS LIKE _
YOUVE GIVEN THIS A
LOT MORE THOUGHT [

THAN 1'D EXPECTED.

THERE IS ALWAYS

HUMONGULUS
EXISTS FOR
LIFTING!
-BUT DOES
LIFTING INDUCE
HAPPINESS?

HUMONGULUS
Hl DOES NOT KNOW.

e e

/ ONCE LIFTING HAS
COMMENCED,
HUMONGULUS

MUST THINK ABOUT

SOMETHING!

/ -.. IS THERE
ol ANYTHING ELSE
YOU'D LIKE TO
DO?

... YOu

( ALWAYS SEEM )

HAPPY.

LIFTING IS WHAT
HUMONGULUS
DOES!
~BUT I8 THIS TRUE
HAPPINESS?

PERHAPS THIS IS
MERELY THE

SATISFACTION OF

COMPLETING THE
LATEST IN AN

ENDLESS SERIES OF
TASKS!

HUMONGULUS ONCE
CONSIDERED ALSO
BEING THE BEST AT
SETTING THINGS DOWN-

[ BUT IT LACKED
PANACHE.




BUT, YOU'RE

DESIGNED

FOR LIFTING
THINGS!

I THINK IF
YOU REALLY
REALLY
LIKE WHAT
YOouU 0o,

THEN
WHAT'S THE
HARM?

ABOUT
Yous [

HOW CAN IT
NOT MAKE YOU
HAPPY?

ANYWAY, FOR A
LOT OF FOLKS,
“WHAT WE DO” CAN
INVOLVE A LOT OF
DIFFERENT
THINGS!

. e
TREASURE \

HUNTING
MUST MAKE
you

YOUR
HOARD IS

-BUT PERHAPS
HUMONGULUS LIFTS
SIMPLY BECAUSE HE

WAS CREATED TO!

PERHAPS HE ONLY
LIFTS BECAUSE HE
KNOWS NOTHING ELSE!

MORE THAN THEIR

JOB IS A CLANK OR

IT'S THE SAME

FOR L/IBRARIANS,

LIKE, I'M A
STUDENT, AND
I STUDY FIRE,
LAVA, EXPLOSIVES,
AND BAKING!

RIGHT?
YOU GUYS GET

UP TO ALL AINDS
OF STUFF/

=ANDZ IT

DOESN/T SOUND

LIKE THERE'S A

LOT OF VARIETY

FAMILY DID MOST
OF THE LOOTING
AND PILLAGING.

MYy JOB
ISs JUST TO
SIT ONIT.

52 ¥

THERE-
| DOES 7HAT
MAKE YOU

SOME OF YOU
KIDS GET PRETTY
OBSESSED WITH

WHAT YOU DO.

SURE! I'M GOOD
AT RESEARCH, AND
IT's VERY

SATISFYING— 4

i
AND I LOVE
THE PART WHERE
WE ACTUALLY GO
OUT AND GET
THE BOOK'S/




WHAT ABOUT
W yOou, BROTHER




WHAT IN
THE EARTHLY

I'VE GOT |
REPELLENT

ON KLIBAN'S }

<+ 54 3%

~AND YOU

CION'T ) y
Y 1IDIONT
MENTION M cvoect THeM

SO FAR AWAY
FROM THE
MOUNTAIN/!




§ THEY CAN 4
- BURST OUT
> ANYWHERE/

ONLY GOOD
FOR FOUR MORE
\  SHOTS BEFORE
7 'GOT ME TOP ' @l TT NEEDS A
[ MARKS IN FONDUES ) RECHARGE!
AND FLAMING
DESSERTS 204-

' | 4
Y

N

THREE NOW'
ACTUALLY...
<)
‘ .
n | -
\ -
. e

~  FIND THE
THRICE BLASTED
CcATY

B MNIICE
MOUSIES
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THERE YOU ! II 7

B ARE, YOU BAD <
y _ CAT/

2 GET DOWN

: ag HURRY! S
=

IDIDN'T
EXPECT

y ' THERE TO BE
ONLY GOT SO MANY... A

ONE MORE )

"I REALLY N
HOPE THIS




HAPFENED \

/ JoUDER THAN TO THE B8/& 4

. I EXPECTED...

OH MY GOSH!
\ vumoncuLusr )
ONE OF - \
THOSE THINGS YOU GOT A " ’
4 PROBABLY BE | ©
ALL RIGHT- /o

F THAT
" REALLY wAS
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I'D HAVE
EXPECTED HIM TO
HAVE PUNCHED

HIS WAy ouT
BY NOW. THAT'S A BIT

WORRYING...

E . [ MANY FINE THINGS BEFORE

CGANBEFOUND |8 AMORE OF YA
> INSIDE MONSTERS! = \ THOSE THINGS |

RO HUMONGULUS
S FOUND HIS
SHOVEL!

:

COME ON,

y
LET'S GET [

+ 58 3%



"

IT WASN'T THERE @
THIS BAD W WERE SOME
LAsT TIME T J MONSTERS,

\ WAS HERE. A\ SURE,
Dy BUT TODAY
S CRAZY.

THAT WAS
AN EXCITING

HUMONGULUS
| 1S SOMEWHAT
\ TIRED!

WHAT
ABOUT YOU,
FRANZ?

YOU'RE NOT STILL
MAD ABOUT THE /CE THAT WAS
BARNACLES, ARE BROTHER
WEIRD GOBLIN MARCUS.

CLANKS?
LANK IT WASN'T

B NG Ll
= WAS NOT/
HUMONGULUS

OUT OF THAT ITWAS BUsY
y WITH THAT

PACK OF BUG

THOSE ICE
BARNACLES. ..

WHAT? I
THOUGHT
you oio!

SEEN HELPING HUMONGULUS
us ALONG. MANY THINGS!
- o
USUALLY, NO ONE
WANTS TO HEAR

Ay =

HE IS HIDING f ’3
BEHIND THAT |

+f 59 I}



e

,IIIIIH

THESE FLOWERS
ARE GROWN IN THE
PALACE GARDENS CF
THE GRAND DUCHY
OF TIBALSIN.

OH? EARLIER
HE WAS TRYING

THIS ROSE
ISN/T LOCAL—
YOU THINK HE
CHANGED HIS

BUT I'VE
SEEN ITS LIKE
BEFORE.

/,?,,, i / \\\L\
' \\\\\\\\

%’ iy

H‘ ‘!'l
/«**5

THIS RATE,
WE'LL LIKELY

//rf

““Ilu.lf } \
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NEXT DAY, AFTER
A LONG MARCH-

THAT'S IT. THE LAIR
OF HYDPRARGYROS
THE GODBURNER.

LOOKS LIKE AN |
OLD MOUNTAIN

IT /S. THESE

MOUNTAINS ARE
RIDDLED WITH &g

A PROBLEM?

HUMONGULUS
DOES NOT FEAR
THE RAIN!

+f 61 I

PERHAPS
WE SHOULD
\ CANP

QUTSIDE

HUMONGULUS )
_ WOuLD
S\ RATHER NOT.

DO NOT FEAR
THE GHOSTS,

LADY VON

KNOW ONE
OF THEM! Q@

) D
| “NETWORKING!”




THIS IS JUST
THE RUINS OF THE
oLD CITY.

THE DRAGON'S
LAIR IS WAY DOWN
BELOW=-

AND IT'S

SEALED
TIGHT.
YOU'LL
SEE.

FINE-WE
o CAN CAMP
e HERE.

WON'T.

YWAY DOWN
BELOW”
SOUNDS LIKE
IT INVOLVES A
LOT OF
STAIRS,

+f 62 ¥

HERE? REALLY?
BUT IT'S SO...
g0...

AND _
THOSE \
CARVINGS
LOCK

IT'S JUST

ECHOES.

THEY DO N
FUNNY THINGS JII
IN HERE.

DON'T WORRY-
THE PECPLE WHC MADE
THOSE CARVINGS ARE /

LONG DEAD- £

AND THE ONLY
GHOST WE KNOW
ABOUT IS PROBABLY
STILL OUTSIDE.

I e PR AT |



’ &

~
LTl

NEXT MORNING- [ '
&, AND SHINE,
e BEASTIE
BESTIES!
| | [
o )!
.“h"‘l
7
f
r

THERE /S, IT |

ISN'T ON oUR IS

ROUTE.

| SALT PORK
STEW. _ I DON'T
. BLAME

READY TO
TACKLE THOSE

% :
E CITY'S A

AN ELEVATOR TO
THE BOTTOM OF

AND HYDRARGYROS
LIVED IN ITS DEEPEST
VAULTS.

[ HUMONGULUS
HAS FOUND YET
ANOTHER ROOM
FULL OF BURNT

SKELETONS!

HUH. AND  \
THE MMOUNTAIN
KINGS WERE

+# 63 ¥



ONCE WE'RE
DOWN THESE
STAIRS, THERE'S
A BIG WELL WITH
REALLY GOOD |
COLD WATER.

WE REALLY
HMF. TOO THEY WERE ALL SHOULDN'T GO
BAD IT'S AS PRACTICALLY ) % Al ANY FARTHER
EMPTY AS THE OVERFLOWING hEL B ’ WITHOUT MORE
OTHERS. THE LAST TIME I VW b WATER.
WHY ARE B WAS HERE! A i b
THEY ALL Stk < i
EMPTY> - Wgk TURN ARCUND
- NOW, BEFORE WE
GET OURSELVES

N TROUBZ

I AGREE. WE
CAN HEAD BACK
TO THAT LAST PLACE /
WE FILLED UP, AND M
THEN IF-

+# 64 ¥



THAT’S TRUE...
Alslicl Lopuing)
FOLLOWING US, I'M
SURE OF IT-

BUT WHY HE'D
DO SOMETHING
LIKE THIS—

OOF!
JUST LISTEN TO
THOSE ECHOES.

IT SEEMS
THIS PLACE IS
UNSTABLE-

WE'D BEST

OF COURSE-
BUT HOW TO GET
THERE FROM

THIS MAP
ONLY SHOWS A
TINY PART OF
WHAT'S DOWN

HERE.

IF WE GO
OFF ROUTE,
WE MIGHT DIE
\ EVER FIND A
WAY OUT.

WE WERE ONLY
TALKING ABOUT

YUNSTABLE”
MY FOOT?

SOMEBODY
Usepe
EXPLOSIVES!
CAN'T
You

/ IS THERE e
A ANOTHER WAY
uT?

FRIEND
CoOULD
HAVE JUST
LET THE
EELS AT
A us.

NO, HE
SO HARD TO
HELP US ALONG
JUST TO LET US
DIE HERE.

GOING BACK TO

IT WOULD'VE
BEEN SIMPLER TC
JUST...I DON'T

HE'S AN |

STEER US
CISTERN-
OR LEAVE SOME
WATER WHERE WE
WOULD FIND IT OR
SOMETHING.

OFF Now- |
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HIS GUYS THOUGHT THEY WERE GONNA

COME OVER AND CONQUER MY GLIYS
WITH THEIR SHINY NEW DRAGON.

=
4

SO, THIS .
HYDRARGYROS-

DID YOU
KNOW HIM

bR

L. g B =~ S 0 il . ! - 1
| TAKING HIM (S ) e WE DIDN'T TALK I WHICH KINGDOMS
DOWN WAS [ < el ABOUT ANYTHING , —  HAD THE BEST

— i NICE TRY- —] :
f ol e
: <alNs ' =| THE ATTACKERS |

9

IN FOR AN “AFTER |

n y )
TO BE HONEST: HE CRANKY, TOUCHY:
REALLY WASN'T A REAL GROUCH-

ORI {/lr /‘ 't \

N/ AR Ny i

@ RIS BEHOLD!
w20 LR S : g HUMONGULUS
-~ i R — HAS FOUND
2. N , YET ANOTHER

ARTISTICALLY-
STACKED PYRAMID
OF SKULLS!

&

APPARENTLY
NOT.

w®
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YOU SURE

LEFT A LOT
OF STUFF
AROUND.

[
¥ THIS STUFF "lI
U

b \




~AND YOU ARE THE
FOOLS WHO HAVE WALKED

DIRECTLY INTO MY [ SEIZE
CLUTCHES! (S, THEM, MY LOYAL

PROFESSOR X
BLINTZIE VON QUEEN OF N
HISTORIANS- A0
SUPREME
CURATOR OF
DRACHENZEHEN

STOP RIGHT ’
THERE: LORD < ey
. SCORTCHMAW! & - : MOVE, AND HEAR
; MY WORDS/

I PROPOSE A
WORKING
COLLABORATION
\ FOR THE GOOD OF
ALL ACADEMIA-

BUT CROSS
ME: AND YOUR
FRIENDS WILL

MEH... THEY'RE
REALLY MORE Y|
JUST PEOPLE T

WORK WITH, YA

g DO NO HARM TO
THE FRIENDS OF
HUMONGULUS! y
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YEAH, OKAY, EVEN IF YOU
DID FORGET TO
I GUESS T MENTION THAT YOU'RE
CAN LISTEN TO ° ALSO A NOTORIOUS
WHAT YOU'VE MONSTER HUNTER,
GOT TO SAY- SPECTALTZING IN
DRAGONS.

You WILL HELP
ME SECURE THE
GREATEST TREASURE
OF HYDRARGYROS
THE GODBURNER/!

DON'T BE
AFRAID, LORD

MOMENT, AT

LEAST, T NEED @

+f 69 ¥}

NO/S T
SEEK THE
MONSTER'S
FABLED
WEAPON!

WE'RE JUST
| HERE FOR THE
GRADES/




OKAY. SO-THE
DOOR'S SHUT, AND
_YOU'RE OUT HERE.
T ASSUME
YOU CANT
GET IN.

7 IT'S TAKEN ME
AGES JUST TO

& | _ o B HEH. YEAH.
EYES UPON THESE Yl R i BACK WHEN T WAS
INSCRIPTIONS! L SN\) ? EXPERTMENTING
WRITTEN IN &) R/ WITH MADE-UP
THE ANCIENT ~gH LANGUAGES-

| AND sEcCrET
RUNES OF HIGH

OF COURSE/ MY
MUSEUM'S LIBRARY
CONTAINS A BUNDLE OF
Sl UNSIGNED LETTERS WRITTEN

_ PRINCESS ASPHODELTA-
IN THESE VERY

OH. UH-I-I'D
HEARD THOSE WERE
IN CODE, SEE?

-BUT IT WAS
SIMPLICITY ITSELF \ |
TO DECIPHER THEMY [
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" “THE LAIR OF

B LYDRARGYROS THE )
GODBURNER.” _ A4

AH/ THAT 1Is
WHERE YoU
COME IN/




WELL, THAT
DOESN'T SEEM
VERY HELPFUL.

NONSENSE/
IT'S A SIMPLE . ~
PUZZLE! AND ALL ONE
HAS TO DO-

THE KIND OF
THING DRAGONS

A
WITH YOU
3"”2,";’,‘ e )\ PEOPLE?
7 THE PIT IS
NOT THE
IMPORTANT |
PART!

HEY, IT'S

WHERE T |




THAT'S THE
|, KEYHOLE!

~ GO AHEAD!
B BREATHE SOME
\ FZRE INTO TT/

THAT WAs A
SURPRISE... [ -
THEN WE PUT

YOUNG SNOKKINS IN
A DRAGON SUIT AND |
HAD HIM TRY THE

HT2 R




OKAY: BUT 7 _ 7 -

g ' v R, PROFESSOR,
ISN'T ALL

DRAGON FIRE

THE SAMER, A

BECAUSE SIMPLE gy z
DRAGON FIRE IS ; g | -
NOT ENOUGH!

THIS DOOR WILL
UNLOCK TO NOTHING
LESS THAN THE FIRES

OF HYDRARGYROS
HIMSELF/

UNIVERSITY/! =
THAT MATERIAL
WAS COVERED IN
CHAPTER
TWELVE/

O
PROFESSOR/
YOU ONLY
HAD US
READ UP TO
CHAPTER

YEAH, e WE DRAGONS
SO MUCH ¢ LS ARE UNIQUE AND
FOR THAT J0 ._ X moTVIDUAL

. YOU GOT A
BATTERING
L RAM-

YOU'LL WANT
TO BE ON
\ YOUR WAY. |
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HEY-I'M NOT

GONNA BREAK IT YOu

WON'T

OH; TL
ADMIT, I WAS

ACTUALLY..
ITHINKI
CAN.

YOU SEE, WITH THE
RIGHT EQUIPMENT
AND FORMULAE=

I BELIEVE IT'S
POSSIBLE TO
CHANGE THE
ALCHEMICAL
COMPOSITION CF
ONE DRAGON'S
FLAME TO MiA/IC
THE FLAME OF 4

\ ANOTHER._

BUT THEN
HECTOR TOLD ME
THAT HIS CLEVER

LIBRARIAN FRIEND
WAS BACK-

AND WITH AN

ACTUAL DRAGON §

AFTER ALL, YOU

WOULDN'T DARE

WASTE THE TIME OF
THE MIGHTY LORD
SCORTCHMAW TF
YOU DIDN'T-

IN TOW/

WHOAZ YOU WANNA
MESS WITH MY
FLAME? AND
ANYWAY...OLD
HYDRARGYROS IS
DEAD, RIGHT?

HOW'RE WE

EVEN SUPPOSED TO U
KNOW WHAT WE'D BE /8

Y 170LD You-
{ ™ vERY GooD
\ AT RESEARCH.
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AT THE
LIBRARY=THE
LORD HIGH
CONSERVATOR
ALWAYS SAYS:

“EVERYTHING
IS WRITTEN DOWN
SOMEWHERE.”

VTHE TRICKY
PART'S
FINDING T

BROTHER
MARCUS?

MAY T HAVE
THAT BO0OKk"
NOow?

THE
CORBETTITE
ORDER IS
FAMOUS FOR
ITS VAULTS-

VAST TREASURIES
WHERE THE MONKS

iy
i/ l

SAFEGUARD 4LL
KINDS OF
DANGEROUS
RELICS-

BUT ITS
LIBRARIES
ARE JUST AS

AND ARGUABLY,
JUST AS FULL OF

DANGEROUS
THINGS.
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BUT A LONG TIME

“*HAVE YOU EVER WELL, SHE'S AGC, SHE WAS AN
HEARD OF CERISIA ALMOST COMPLETELY ADPVENTURER, PIPLOMAT,
DE L'ETOILEP" | - e FORGOTTEN AMOW, OF BON VIVANT, AND SPY-

COURSE- 4 _ WELL KNOWN
= F- A%, AND WELCOMED
M\ IN ALL THE COURTS /)
OF EURCPA. -

SHE COLLECTED
INFORMATION ABOUT
EVERYBODY AND
EVERYTHING.

*—AND SHE
WROTE IT ALL
DOWN.

SHE WAS THE
GREATEST
TECHNICAL
WRITER COF

.

*NATURALLY, THIS . “HER PAPERS WERE
INFURIATED POWERFUL |, D L) Sy SUPPCOSEDLY HUNTEDR
SPARKS LIKE THE o - f B

HETERDOYNES—*

BUT THERE
ARE A FEW
SURVIVING

YWHO HAVE ALWAYS
PREFERRED TO KEEP
THEIR SECRETS TO
THEMSELVES.”
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BUT EVENTUALLY T

FOUND A MONK WHO

WASN'T TOO HOLY TO
TAKE A BRIBE.”

il d

STHE OTHER MONKS
DRAGGED HIM AWAY [3
8 mmsepareLyr ()

-

“THEN I FINALLY
FOUND ONE WHO
SAID HE KNEW
WHERE IT WAS, AND
COULD STEAL IT

y ,',:r I

/

FOUND A MONK WHO
PROMISED TO FIND OUT
WHERE IT WAS="

“BUT DURING
NEGOTIATIONS, T
WENT OFF TO
GET ANOTHER
ROUND,

AND WHEN I
CAME BACK, HE'D
BEEN SEALED
INTO A WALL."

YI'LL ADMIT, BY
THAT TIME, I WAS
GETTING PRETTY
DISCOURAGED—-"

H77 3

“HE CONFIRMED
THAT A COPY OF THE
BOOK T WANTED
STILL EXISTED.”

“BUT WHEN T WENT
BACK THE NEXT NIGHT
TO MEET HIM, HE
DIDN’T SHOW UFP/

APPARENTLY HE'D BEEN
REASSIGNED TO THE
CATACOMBS!”

ONLY
DISCOURAGED?

WELL, THEN 1
MET BROTHER




THAT SEEMS
LIKE... AN s ps - HUMONGULUS
Ty e SN THOUGHT BETTER .
B OF YOU, BROTHER &7 0 eh Sue

| AwrFuL tor or (NS
- MARCUS. BIT OF SONG
AND DANCE,

DISHONEST ' .
2 \ WAS IT NOTP

S%f\&(m\%\/\\\‘#i\ \

Y

- SOWEPUTITTO THE Q0
SOMEONE ABBOT, AND HE SAID IF \
COMES WE THOUGHT YOU COULD
YSONG AND o ALONG ASKING IE WE CANT ACTUALLY GET INTO THE
DANCER" & quesTions, N SCARE THEM OFF DRAGON'S LAIR, WE SHOULD A
A OFFERING EASILY, WE WANT JUST GIVE YOU THE
TO KNOW WHY. 4 BOOK.  ynpER ,
< suPeRVISION, ok
OF COURSE. :

Y OF COURSE! WE

DO KEEP OUR EYES [ > —AND YOU

OPEN FOR PEOPLE o | WERE VERY
LIKE YOU! {

-BUT T THOUGHT -
THIS BOOK WAS Eray BECAUSE IT'S
REALLY ; QUITE AN OLD
DANGEROUS, " BOok.
y . AND YOU, LORD
; i SCORTCHMAW, ARE THE
ONLY DRAGON MENTIONED
IN IT WHO'S STILL
ALIVE. _

I D/ID siY
YUNDER
SUPERVISION.”

BESIDES, IT
ISN'T NEARLY AS )
DANGEROUS
NOWADAY'S.

fl

|
oy
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GLIFLENWYRD [
NOSEBURNER? SKYREX. THE
A )\ LIGHTNING

HMM...

SLAIN BY PRINCESS
STOMPYBOOTS THE
CONSTRUCT HUNTER,
I BELIEVE.

AND STERNO, ()l EUSSS
THE VOLCANO /S

THE
BEASTMAN
RAGLAND
TIGER, IF I
RECALL..

RESPIRO
DI FIORI? J

~ 1
/ Y4

i
//// l .::f:;\\ \\

///////
e

INHUMED BY

[ o o
l.-r i ,,"
tds4 { ! ,_l) .
. 7 11\
N THE HOUSE OF ) //
"\ ALIGHIERI FIFTY |
- s . DN,
Y f — PR i L ? /] ILIIJ II|II|| IV
/ B /
IR " f 7
i A [ 4

DAYS IT ISN'T
ANIGHTS—

r’s
MONSTER
- HUNTERS. /8
N ALL THE 1
el ( DRAGONS IN
N, r#/s BOOK™-




WHAT, LIKE
PROFESSOR

PARDON ME,
MOONCHORTLE

BUT I AM A
SERIOUS
ACADEMIC!

7 PUBLISHED IN
OVER THIRTY
JOURNALS!

YEAH SURE.
WELL: LOOK-

WE DRAGONS
DON'T GENERALLY
PLAY NICE WITH THE

YBUT SOME
ARE NICE
GUYS! LIKE
ME?

N GUY WOULDNT
EAT A PRINCESS
IF ONE LANDED

.| AND SOME, I DIDN

[\ EVEN HAVE TO PAY”

~  WHO DO YOU
THINK HIRED THE
ASSASSINS?

GENERAL POPULATION,
YOU KNOW? 4

IVE GOT SOME
OF HIS PIECES IN
MY OWN HOARD/

. HE WAS
SENIOR GUILD
MASTER FOR
THREE
HUNDRED

- HE WAS THE
' ONLY ONE WHO
' COULD READ THE

+# 80 ¥

IN HIS MOUTH!

HE LOVED
PEOPLE/

HE WAS A
UILD MASTER
FOR SKRALA'S

GLASSBLOWERS |
DOTED ON HIM/" |

PLUS, AND T
BELIEVE THIS IS
WHAT TIPPED THE
SCALES SO TO
SPEAK-

HE WAS VERY
VERY GOOD AT
ACCUMULATING
TREASURE.




I EXPECT
YOUVLL FIND THAT

ouT YOURSELF ONE /

P WHEN YOUR <
MECHANICSBURG
| GETS TIRED OF-

YESSS-EVEN FOR

A HETERODYNE,

SHE’'S AN ODD
ONE. _

YOU'RE -
SURPRISED?! )}

HEY! you

KNOCK THAT o

DRAGONS ARE \
CREATED TO

TAKING YOU ¢
DOWN IS A
puslLIc

N\ SERVICE!

MECHANICSBURG
PROTECTS ITS
- OWN/

WOULD NEVER )
TURN ON HIM-

AND THE
LADY WOULD
DESTROY
ANYONE WHO

SHE WAS IN
SEVERAL OF MY
CLASSES, YOU

KNOW-

BACK WHEN T

WAS AN INSTRUCTOR

AT TRANSYLVANTA
POLYGNOSTIC-
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TWENTY YEARS AGO:
WE THOUGHT THE
HETERODYNE
MENACE WAS A
THING OF THE

PAST! 7

“GATHERING AN
ARMY OF
MONSTERS-

YOUR AVERAGE
ARMY IS RUN BY
IDIOTS! 4

THEY THINK
“*OH, THE TOWN'S
WELL-DEFENDED

AND RULED BY

POWERFUL

SPARKS—

TRIED TO BREAK
US-AND RUN

THE WHOLE
TOWN IS A
MONSTER!

p CUT OFF THE
HEAD, AND TIT WILL
CONTINUE TO FIGHT
LIKE SOME KIND OF
HIDEOUS DEMON

CHICKEN-

WITH BARBED
FEATHERS-

FLAMETHROWERS!
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THAT...ONLY
HAPPENED THE
ONCE...

“EVERY HUNTER IN [0
EUROPA IS
WATCHING IN
HORROR!™

BUT CUT OFF
THE HEAD AND
THE BODY WILL
DIE, JUST LIKE

MECHANICSBURG
IS NOT LIKE
EVERYWHERE ELSE/

ONCE WAS
ENOUGH!




SO
ENOUGH
OF THIS

YOU'VE GOT
TALK!

THE BOOK,

WE MIGHT

AS WELL. ARGUE ABCOUT
WHO GETS WHAT
ONCE WE SEE
\ WHAT'S THERE.

-BUT I'LL
STILL SHOOT
YOU IF YOU DON'T
GET TO WORK?

IMPRESSED! Y

<+ 83 ¥

HEY LADY,
YOU'RE THE ONE RIGHT.
DOING MOST OF

S WELL YOU
e THE TALKING/

CAN PUT IT
AWAY.
WHERE WERE OPENING
YOU KEEPING THE DOOR IS
THAT THING | WHAT WE'RE
ANYWAY? . HERE FOR.

ONCE I HAVE THE

IRAM SOLIS, I MAY WHAT ARE
SENSIBLE, EVEN BEGIN TO FEEL YOU PLANNING
BROTHER/ GENEROUS! B\ O DO WITH

; B\ THAT THING?

I THOUGHT

THE UNIVERSITIES

WERE CURRENTLY
AT PEACE?P

I THOUGHT
PROFESSORS
LIKED
QUESTIONS! ooo! You
: HAVE TO WAIT
FOR OFFICE |




BACK OFF; I WHATDO YoUu e 9 7on
AND LET US GET WANT TO BET SHE \ AFGngng%fEG £
TO WORK. PLANS TO ATTACK WHEN LADY WOKE LIP

, MECHANICSBURG WITH =z
WE'LL THAT “IRAM SOLIS" THE CASTLE:

GET IT N THING? 2 I WAS THERE-
OPEN. /By 2 UP ON THE WALLS! {0
THEY LET SCHOOL

OUT EARLYY &

- ' ' THERE'S TAVERN  ~goi

HMF! SEE ._ - E SONGS ABOUT WHAT 4
THAT YOU ‘ HAPPENED TO THE

po. - ARMIES OUTSIDE! .

NO ONE COULD .7~

/\ POSSIBLY THINK |
“\ WE'D GONE

WU (%

24

NO BET. SHE'S
{ A NUTTER AND NO
" I'VE GOT o \' gy oot
PAPERS TO ) 7 { THINKS WEVE ALL

GONE SOFT.

HOW ARE WE
SUPPOSED TO
ACTUALLY
CHANGE MY _

r YOU'RE NOT
GOING TO HAVE TO
\ RUSTLE AROUND
O\ IN MY NUMBLES,
ARE YOU?

BECAUSE-

Y LOOKS LIKE A || I SHOULDN'T
BUNCH OF THINK SO-
FORMULAE.
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IT'S TOTALLY
UNFAIR,
‘CAUSE SHE
WON'T LET
ANYBODY
NEAR IT.

SHE SAYS IT'S

A SUPER-FIDDLY,

ONE-OF-A-KIND
INSTRUMENT MADE
BY THE LEGENDARY

SPARK ALBERICH

DER ZAUBERER!

SHE GOT IT OFF
THE BLACK MARKET
LAST MONTH, ANP
IT'S A

SHE'S RIDICULOUSLY
DUNKELWITTENBERGIAN PLEASED WITH IT!

ALCHEMICAL CALIBRATION
WHEEL!

PROFESSOR
STROUT HAS
ONE OF THESE IN |
A CASE IN HER £
OFFICE! i

You

THIEF!

< 85 ¥}

WELL...AT

NOT
PROFESS/IONALLY...




DON'T WORRY,
WITH PRACTICE,
YOU'LL BE A PRO

I DON'T WANT &
TO BE A “PRO/* 33

] DONT MIND N
L7 Hint, HE's A WiCKeD
[/ \ CcRreATURE OF THE

HETERCDYNES. 48

AS LONG AS

/" YOU'RE NOT BLOWING N
d UP THE MOON, HE7LL BE |
\ FINE WITH ANY SORT A

OF KNAVERY

HUMONGULUS
ALREADY

PROCEED |8
WITH THE
SHORT
ANSWER.

WHOA!
THAT'S
BRILLIANTS

SHH! THE
PROFESSOR WILL
HEAR yOUY!

YEAH, TVE HAD |
PROFESSORS
LIKE THAT.

HUH? WHY
WOULD T CARE
ABOUT THE
MOON?

YOU WANT THE
LONG ANSWER
OR THE SHORT
_ ANSWER?

THE BOOK HAS
THE FORMULAE
FOR THE DRAGON

WE'LL USE THIS
DEVICE TO FIGURE
| OUT HOW TO ADJUST
8\ THE COMPOSITION OF
- FRANZ’S FLAME=

SO HE CAN MATCH |
= HVDRAR'G.VROS—

Y SO WE CAN
OPEN THE
DOOR/

You ANOW IT/
ONLY ROCM FOR

ONE BRILLIANT
AMAZING PERSON
AROUND HERE! &

HE IS UN
IMBECILE

MosTLy We R COMPLET.

JUST KEEP QUIET
AND LET HECTOR
= , PO THE TALKING.

YEAH! T CAN
IDENTIFY OVER FORTY i
KINDS OF CHEESES 4
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LIMBURGER!
EPOISSES!
EMMENTALER! 4
WENSLEYDALE!
GUJETOST! UM...THAT
ONE WITH THE

| THAT'S Hind
BUSY FOR
THE NEXT
h HOUR.

AT LEAST, I
HOPE 1 DID.
I CONSULTED
AN ALCHEMIST IN
PARIS. g

SHE GAVE ME A
LIST OF LIKELY
ELEMENTS,

AND SHE
SOLD ME

Y ...AND THEY'RE
SMALL DOSES.

\ 7THAT'S GOOD
TCO.

-~
GO0D
QUALITY,

I DON'T WANT
TC DO ANYTHING

PERMANENT.

i
i

I'VE GOT A
WHOLE KiT-

WITH ALL
KINDS OF
REAGENTS.

YES, WE
JUST NEED
A QUICK

\ BursT TO

KeY THE

WELL, IT'S
NOT A4Y PLAN,
sITe

+# 87 I+

S\ TO BRING THE
S DUNKELWIT, \
SO I EXPECT \

YOU CAME
PREPARED> 4

o

y SOUNDS
EXPENSIVE.

INGOTS OF
EVERY METAL
I CoOULD
AFFORD.

THE GLASS
ONES ARE FULL
OF MERCURY.

EAT SOME OF

THESE? ,




I EAT STUFF YOUR INTERNAL TO GET USEFUL THIS IS FROM
LIKE THAT ALL Yy MECHANISMS ARE RESULTS WE'LL DER ZAUBERER'S

THE TIME/ A LO7T MORE il HAVE TO PIRECTLY NCTES ABOUT
COMPLICATED A ACCESS YOUR BLAST RADI/.

THAN 7HAT. FURNACE. HE AMMADE THIS

LOCK! IT'S WHY I...UH...
BORROWED HIS
CALIBRATION WHEEL/

DOES IT
CHANGE
YOour

I'D THOUGHT THESE WELL GET THINGS
DRAWINGS WERE JUST . GOING BY FEEDING
DECORATION, BUT- : \  MATERIAE DIRECTLY

MAYBE WE Y
CAN HAVE HIM
FINE-TUNE IT

YOU'RE TALKING
ABOUT MESSING WITH
MY HEARTFLAME.

YEAH/ THANKS TO
VIPSANIA HERE, WE'LL ACTUALLY... ARE YOU
GET YOUR INSPECTION SURE YOU WANT TO
AND MATNTENANCE LISTEN TO MEP
DONE EARLY- i N
DON'T GET COLD [ ERM...ARE
FEET NOW/ WITHOUT YOU SURE
YOUR NOTES: I WOULDN'T THIS IS GOING /i
HAVE EVEN THOUGHT ABOUT TO BE SAFE?,
TOTAL MELTDOWNY B

LN/ AND HAVE YOU
4> IN BETTER SHAPE
THAN YOU'VE BEEN
IN YEARS/
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HMF. IF T
oronT 2EALLY @ 1 NEED A FEW HOURS
WANT THOSE OF TA CREDIT, SO AND ILL BE
@0 PAY ATTENTION! S* HANDLING THE
TABLES AND
REAGENTS!

IT'S HARD WHEN
s SR : - 5 it [ | % SOMEONE’S
I’LL BE DEALING B N = =) LOOKING,
DIRECTLY WITH LORD ki ~ . }
SCORTCHMAW HERE— A

SO/ MADAME DE ; E
L'ETOILE'S BOOK HAS / _ Aacglgr@rg \
/ THE FORMULAE FOR FRANZ'S ; - o ; AND MY
FLAME, AND FOR THE . - = CONSIDERABLE
OF HYDRARGYROS/ LR & 2

A BASELINE
READING!

SEXPERTISES" N
T THOUGHT
YOU WERE A
STUDENT?

EVERYBODY
MOVE/!
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IT'S NOT X
SURPRISING... |8
YOU'VE GOTTEN

I HOPE THIS
INFO'S RIGHT FOR

UNLESS HE GOT

OLDER 7TOO...AND |
CHANGED THE J

[y’ YOUR FLAME
IS SLIGHTLY

DIFFERENT
FROM WHAT'S
LISTED IN THE

VIP-HOW
OLlD IS THIS
LOCK, WOULD

,_YOU SAY?

ALMOST
EXACTLYY

I THINK
HYDRARGYROS
HAD IT MADE
RIGHT AFTER
\ MADAME DE
L'ETOILE'S
VISIT!

WE'LL JuST

HOPE IT ISN'T
TOO PRECISE,

BISMUTH IS :
GREAT! LOTS OF
FUN: AND IT'S
» GOOD FOR

| HOLD OFF ON _
S\ THAT. Y

IT'S MORE A
COMPONENT IN
THE FLAME OF

YOUNGER

SURE. OKAY,
SO-LET'S START
WITH SOME

< 90 ¥

Z THINK HE WAS A140
THAT SHE JUST WALKED
RIGHT IN.

HAIE. SHE WAS
{ LUCKY TO WALK

7 O MATTER
HOW CHARMING
S.

SHE WA
\‘“-:ﬁﬁ_l'
1

..

0000/
BISMUTH! NOW
YOU'RE TALKING/

7 IDO/AND -
WHO'S THE ACTUAL
DRAGON HERE?

/ SEEP HE
ANOWS WHAT
HE'S DOING!




FAULT-I DIDN'T
STOP YOU.

B

NAH-TT'S MY y |
I
L]

N, WE GOT ANY
: PRINCESSES £

I'LL BET YOU'R
RIGHT. IF ONLY WE
COULD CHECK.

f 01 3%

WELL, AT LEAST
NOW T'LL BET HIS
FLAME'LL MATCH THE
FORMULA, IN THE

ANYWAY, EVEN
7 HAD NO IDEA IT
WOULD HIT HIM

HUMONGULUS JERe

= | IS FEELING ODDLY




WHAT ARE I CAN'T GRADE
You FOoLs PAPERS IN THE MIDDLE HEAR THAT
poﬁGE ':?er OF CARNEVALE! KIDS® TERMS

DANCE A
GALLIARD?

... WHAT

HAPPENED? ) - DRAGON EXPERT
VY HERE, EHP

AH-ARE YOU
SURE ABOUT
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/ I THINK YOUR
STUDENT THERE
GOT A BIT
SMELLS CLOSE.
LIKE -
BACON.

7 TWO PARTS L : ]
PHILOSOPHER'S £ 3 ATTEMPT TO d
WOOCL, ONE PART . - / L [ INFLUENCE THE LET'S TRY
POTASH. S EXPERTIMNENT: SOME SALTS
\ MISS ZOLL/ @\ OF BADGER...

OH/ DOKTOR
CREAMUNDHAM OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF VICENZA
| MENTIONED PURPLE FLAME IN
HIS BOOK: SALAMANDERS, [
NATURE'S LITTLE e
ARSONISTS.

THAT'S RIGHT! -OF
HE ATTRIBLITED IT .
_ PICKLED ._ s -
HORSESHOE T N DIDN'T KNOW
\ ] THEY COULD

W rowperED Yk . ' . TRY SULFUR.
NOCTUALIUNM? S | 9 WE'VE GOT LOTS!
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7 vyou ALL
LOOK LIKE

| I\'" ‘ é“_.‘ %H
\\\\\\\ MaLAUTYTY o,




HE EVEN
SOUNDS
DI FFERENT/!

WHAT'S ¥
HAPPENING® fo.

WHAT?2 YyOU
HAVEN'T HEARD OF
VON WYRMHAUTIAN

METAMORPHOSIS? R

A DRAGON'S BODY IS A
ENTANGLED SYSTEMS.”

COLLECTION OF INTRICATELY

\CHANGES TO [
ANY ONE

MY HYPOTHESIS IS
THAT THIS EFFECT WILL
OCCUR MUCH MORE
DRAMATICALLY TN AN
ALCHEMICAL CONSTRUCT
SUCH AS LORD
SCORTCHMAW HERE,

AND LO/ I

AWM PROVEN
CORRECT!

INDEED I DO/
-BUT IVE NEVER
SEEN IT IN
ACTION?

¥  NO ONE HAS
| EVER DONE THIS
BEFORE/

OH YEAH! IT'S
ONE OF THE

PROFESSOR'S
PET IDEAS! M

WELL/ LIKE
ANY COMPLEX
ORGANISM,
NATURAL OR

_ CREATED:

BY ALTERING HIS

FLAME, WE HAVE

ALSO ALTERED
D HIS FORM-

\ wunGRy.

YOU PEOPLE.. .
PRINCESSES?




PROFESSOR
HAS TENURE,
DOES THAT

WAS A BUM, AND
HE HAD AN
ENTIRE CITY

MISS ZOLL,
YOU CAN KISS
THAT LETTER OF

GOODBYE!

HE DIDN'T
HAVE TO EAT
, SALT PORK- ¢

i RECOMMENDATION A

MUCH EASIER
TO DIVIDE MY
TREASURE-

R

HUMONGULUS
IS NOT GOOD
AT JOKES-

AND HE DOES NOT

LIKE THIS ONE.

—




HUMONGULUS
WILL ONLY PUNCH
il YOU UNTIL YOU STOP
1 BEING CREEPY!

NONSENSE, BROTHER! }
HUMONGULUS WILL
NOT HURT You!  J&

ACCORDING TO '\
THE RECORDS,
THIS IS HOW OLD
HYDRARGYROS

_ USED TO ACT.

I DID SAY NO

DID I NOT?

+ 97 I




-BUT ISN'T IT

WONDERFUL? _IJ

DATA THAT
SUPPORTS MY THE ONLY

THINGS T'LL NEED )

TO CHERRY-PICK
WILL BE MY

HUMONGULUS ,
3l DID NOT SEE

/ BECAUSE
THEY WON'T
B ALL FIT ON
MY OFFICE
WwWALLS




=  ALL RIGHT
YOU SPARKED UP
__ SLOWWORM:

THAT'S
ENOUGH.

YOU CAN OPEN

7 HEREI
THOUGHT YOUu N
WANTED TO GET §
THROUGH THAT

THAT DOOR WITH

OrR WITHOUT A

— e

+f 99 ¥}

THEN THIS BABY
EXPLODES, AND TAKES

L YOU AND THE MOUNTAIN

WITH IT/
T HAD IT BUILT ¥

=-AND
YES! IF
YOU CROSS
ME:, T WILL

SHOOT




HA! "WING
Irr
I'M
HILARIOUS!

! . THAT'S ENOUGH

) ON MY NEW
{ priEOF
\ TREASURE.

+f 100 3%




oL i
_ \Ka ) 7 HYDRARGYROS

; ON'T  AWRE YNy JeT - | REALLY WAS AN
mgn? M’g own ¥ A\ S T Be 4 | - EARTHWORM,
sTrencTH! [ e < | WASN'T HE?

T MEAN, WHY
A SHOULD I GO BACK TO {
MECHANICSBURG- Wl

£ 101 3%




ERGHHH-WHAT,
YOU SAYIN' T
CAN'T HOLD MY

YEAH. YOU
SOUND LIKE A
FRESHMAN || |
AFTER RUSH JN\ |

T ”  BECAUSE
SE HABET S < YOUR ALCHEMY'S !
CRAPULAM. OFF BALANCE. /|

ECH.
WHAT WAS T I SHOULD MECHANICSBURG!
/ ; DY/ GO HOME. YEAH/
I DUNNO. ARE \ THINKING? ; P D

YOU REALLY GOING Y STAYING HERE

TO STAY HERE
BECOME KING AND e WOULD JUST BE

EAT US ALLP

AL WE
N ccezamey
Do’

HERE-
TRY
THISY }

Bt/
GREAT DRAGON OF
MECHANICSBURG! 4

£ 102 ¥




WELL, NOT
HERE IN
THE FRONT

OHO/S NOW
THAT SOUNDS
ENTERTAINING/

2§ 103 I+



" WELL. T\
STILL A LTTTLE
~ woeBLY,

BUT THAT'S
A SHOW I
DON'T WANT
TO MISS.

i SERICUSLYP

You
DROPPED A
PILLAR ON

Him/!

BROTHER
MARCUS IS 3
PRYING HIM B

2 GUYS HAVE
N\ cor 1o see
ALL THIS

> 3
YEAH.
> ALSO
SURPRISING
THAT THERE
was A |
cHolce. £

VR SURPRISING 1)
. CHOICE.

<+ 104 }#



HUMONGULUS 1S . NO. YOU MUST , e
SORRY, BROTHER ; NOT BLAME LORD |
MARCUS. ) SCORTCHMAW. _
S : 28 THERE WAS

EVEN HUMONGULUS
CAN SEE HE WAS
OVERCOME BY BAD
\ " ALCHEMICALS.
[ TH1S 1S NOT
| 118 FAuLT.

HUMONGULUS |

DOES NOT HAVE
SUFFICIENT |
LEVERAGE.

AH-IT'S
NOT YOUR
FAULT, LAD.

p /"““ﬁ[{(\lﬁvﬁ“ ¢
._;_m\f@&w >

\ "1l'-|i.:rl'\|lll|"“|'{ \":“ %.Q\\\ /

M NS\

OH, NO
You DON'T! T
AM GETTING YOU
FREE SO I CAN
KICK YOUR

REALLY GOOD:
ACTUALLY...

LORD R
B SCORTCHMAW, !.ll "
il HUMONGULUS 18
B\ GRATEFUL,
BUT YOU ARE
TOO PUNY.
E\.\:‘

SOUNDS LIKE |
THERE'S A... A

o[ AH! MORE OF |
YOUR HUMOR! )
—

[ HUMONGULUS Y
STILL DOES NOT

—

HUMONGULUS

WILL TREASURE [§
YOUR FRIENDSHIP |
AS HE RUSTS.

LA .}

UNTIL WE GET
YOU FREE. |

+£ 105 ¥



A LITTLE MESS
LIKE THIS SHOULD
BE NOTHING TO A

GUY LIKE YOU.

AH. WELL ITIS |
EMBARRASSING!
ol J "
HUMONGULUS 1S

STUCK! LIKE THE -
| MIGHTY CHELONIAN! [
| UNABLETOGAIN [
PURCHASE!

B THE STOUT FISTS
. "’Q OF HUMONGULUS
il N STIR THE AIR WITH

8\ NOBLE FUTILITY!

THE HERCULEAN-

ALL
RIGHT, ALL
RIGHT, I

WELL, I
CAN'T LTIFT
THIS STUFF OFF
YOU MYSELF,

Y THINK I SAW
JUST THE

2§ 106 I+



SOLIS, OF
COURSE/

AND A FEARLESS
MONSTER HUNTER

PAR EXCELLENCE!

WHAT ARE YOU

GET IN HERE
AND HELP ME |
SEARCH/ 4

MAYBE IT'S |
NOT EVEN
HERE. <
MAYBE

WHOEVER GANKED
OL' HYDRARGYROS
. GRABBED TIT.

AS NEAR AS
I CAN TELL: HE
KILLED THE

£ 107 3

] DR
| 3

\

MY UNCLE

A GREAT
EXPLORER~




W HuvonGuLus
NOW HAS
LEVERAGE!
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BROTHER!
] ONCE AGAIN,

' HM ".ION("UL us

SN LAY YOUR HANDS

UPON THIS

_ ‘ FINAL STONE!

~FOR NOW,
HUMONGULUS
\ KNOWS FOR SURE!

LIFTING WITH
FRIENDS!

8 Trs 15 TRUE )
f HAPPINESS!

OOF.

SERTOUSLY?
AFTER ALL

f THAT, YOU NEED

MY HELP WITH

\ THIS LITTLE

2§ 109 ¥

THING?
HRRRGH...

[ HUMONGULUS

IS PROUD TO
LIFT WITH YOU!




SO HENGST
VON WYRMHAUT
WAS HERE ALL
ALONGP

=BUT THE

b SO HOW DID
CARMINA FANTASTICA o=
GET TO THE BASEMENT OF A JSi

_JUNK SHOP IN 24R/S2

JOURNALS |

I FOUND
WEREN'T

CAME THROUGH
\ LOOKING FOR STUFF /!
v 7O STEAL! AL

SO ANYWAY, GUYS

F’S'?'

=AND WHY
DIDN'T YOU
7ELL ME YOU'D

, FOUND HIM>

THEY GRABBED
HIS SACK OF
TREASURE AND
TOOK OFF!

HE SAYS
THEY WERE
PROBABLY

SCARED OF
THE DRAGON
AND DIDN'T
WANT TO HANG

OH! I FOUND
HIM AFTER YOU

ABANDONED MY
=\ CORPSE AND
; LEFTS

THAT'S SO
CREEFPY!
HOW ARE YOU \
| TALKING TO THE
N DEAD GUY!

HE'S NOT

HECTOR,
I'M REALLY
SORRY!

LIKE THAT? THEY WOULDN'T
B\  HAVE THOUGHT THE BOOK
WAS WORTH ANYTHING!

THAT'S
PROBABLY
WHY IT WOUND
UP IN AN OLD
& BOX OF STUFF.

BALDERDASH/!

NOW ASK
HIM WHERE
THE IRAM
SOLIS IS/

HEY, MAN,
SHE'S YOUR
MECE.

< 110 3%

YOU FELL INTC A

BOTTOMLESS PIT! /=

I COULDN'T
EVEN FIND

HE SAYS HE
DOESN’T
KNOW.




WHAT ARE YOU B ‘TIS SAID HE EVEN
/ PEOPLE DOING? 2 A HERO FOR WALKED ALONE INTO
I THE LEGENDS! 4 THE PARK CITY OF

STILL STANDING
AROUND HERE _ ; HE TRAVELED THE ™ MECHANIC SBURG-

STARING? { % Y WORLD-EXPLORING | | VOWING TO RID
' < M THE WASTELANDS AND | THEM OF THEIR ANCI/ENT
,/ WELL, IT'S "y Q [\ SLAYING MONSTERS- B\ AND FRUMINOUS
il ’IC’;EAN (B | _ AND AiL HE NI DRAGON!
— " @ =3 N |
( pocTor VoN e Rggfgi?&;ds
D\ WYRMHAUT= = N N\  AMTONEY/
HEwas il N
REALLY

“THEY SAY THE ' w .
WHOLE TOWN ROSE el

ACGAINST HINS
HE HAD TO FIGHT A
| THOUSAND MONSTERS
BEFORE HE WON FREE OF
THAT CURSED VALLEY!

YTHE GUILD TOOK I SNOOKERED HIM / 1 HMPFE 1 DON'T KNOW

HIM TO Maawma - INTO BUYING A & ABOUT AMONSTER
GKIKA'S BEER FEW ROUNDS- ME WRONG, Lo HUNTERS,

e B : BUT YOU SURE
GOOD SEAT- o, IF HE'D MADE A S

/ MOVE; WE'D KNOW HOW TO

-3 HAVE TOTALLY | KILL A STORY

EATEN HIM-*

YEAH? WELL,
I'M NOT THE
ONE LYING

A THERE DEAD,

sOr

<f 111 3%



/' ANYWAY, SO MUCH
FOR THE LATE,
HEROIC DOCTOR
HENGST.

N,

HEY/ DON'T
WORRY/ T'M A
GENEROUS

o \\}\(\K&&& ) -
X . LN o |

(¥

THE BOOKS

' B ARE OFF LIMITS

SPREAD A LITTLE » S OF COURSE, BUT
GOLD AROUND "ol i} ANY OTHER
JUST TO KEEP YOU ) P, surPRISES?

\ 7
\

S orscuss
N THOSE WHEN

<112 3%
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T

W

— | o S

— - ' =
— J Y
- L e “F .

N
L...W\__\\\- h/h..

AN
7

SNV 772 \N\W
~\\Viga e

o .
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Bl ARE SPOKEN IN
FRIENDSHIP! )

T -

WHY ARE
YOU IN SUCH
A TIZZY?P

THAT'S PROBABLY

THE SAFEST DRAGON |l
YOU'RE EVER GOING 4

ml BROTHER!
DO YOU REQUIRE A MOMENT
TO RE-CONTEXTUALIZE THE
TRANSITORY NATURE OF
ORGANIC LIFE?

OH?Z? AND WHO
IS THE DRAGON
EXPERT HERE; EH?

e +\,\_._(»f

£ 115 3%

HUMONGULUS
WILL HELP!

=l TOUGH LUCK,
o\ FLESHY ONE!

)

YEAH. THE BIG
KNIGHT'S RIGHT.
HE'S
DEAD. WE
AIN'T.

NOW FIND T
MY IRAM (%

R soLrs’

HMF. T THINK I
MIGHT HAVE A

~AND HOW MANY

- POST-VITAL

DEFENSES ARE
BUILT INTO YOUR




P. ..
WHAT?

YOU MEAN
LIKE, BOOBY
TRAPS OR
SOMETHING?

LIKE, IF N
SOME DRAGON
SLAYER TAKES 3¢

YOU OUT, YOU CAN {

KILL THEM FROM

TENURED
OPINION-
THAT STUFF
L 1L b Ly
JUST THE
BEGINNING- 4

AND THE
VAGERS-

SNDIE HAE A
L B L
TIME WINDOW TO

SEARCH BEFORE

TO KTLL US?

HA HA? ©
b COURSES

NOTHING'S
HAPPENED YE7,
BUT SHE MIGHT

BE R/IGHT.

£

N

I I///Ir,f'f'ff‘?fﬁin

)

NOWHERE DOES
IT SAY HOW BIG
THE IRAM SOLIS

ACTUALLY IS/

+£ 116 3%

WE'D BETTER BE
CAREFUL NOT TO
TRIGGER ANYTHING
DANGEROUS.
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HEY! THAT'S ONE OF
CASTLE HETERCDYNE'S
FUN-SIZED MOBILE DEATH
DISPENSERS!

v YEAH! THEY'RE

{ ABSOLUTELY THE

MOST POPULAR

A KID'S RIDE ON
B, CASTLE DAY!

... OF
| COURSE
THEY ARE.

SECURITY
PROTOCOL:

<f 118 3=



4 -AND YOU
X i PROBABLY
—BUT HOW WSS A prTY GIFT WONDER WHY THEIR
DID IT GET i~ I & FROM ONE OF THE VILE WORKS MUST BE
J g ! &1\ HETERODYNES. ELIMINATED
- \ WHEREVER THEY

TO GUARD ANOTHER
\ SPARK'S PATHETIC

" THAT'S THE
D/ cavTLY SENSE |
| OF HUMOR. 4

RRRRR...
)} A\ >

THE FAMILY
SENSE OF
DESIGN.
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IT SHOULDN'T -
BE ABLE TO FIND = ‘COURSE,
YOU AS LONG AS THIS ISN'T CAN YOU
YOU DON'T . f REALLY A

A
LONG-TERM FLANME

N
p-~-, THIS
] THING'S

B,

[ HumoNGuLUS Yo
WILL NO LONGER [
STAND IDLEf )

—TE

£ 120 I



& O\ BAD CATS MUST
NOT BE ALLOWED [
OO\ To RN AMOK B
-._\ AP ;-F e w ._f

HUMONGULUS |
BROUGHT LOW?
T i’:' A

2121 3%




W Franz! YOU N
“( KkNow THESE
THINGS, WHAT-_

P COWARD HE
MAY BE, BUT
HE'S NOT

o HUMONGULUS W
WILLKEEP IT |
BUSY, WHILST

YOU FLEEf A

NO/ BAD
CAT/ LEAVE
HIM ALONE/

£ 122 3



BroTHER 2 ;gggg EE
R 4 g )
Nt TRAPS!

i

{7
,

4 > /;_._-3

N7 s
) V%

.

i
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*‘y IVE NEVER NEEDED W
= TO CRANK THIS THING |

B\ ALL THE WAY UP TO
ELEVEN BEFORE, /g

SO THIS 4
IS GOING Vo

TO BE FOR [
SCIENCE! .

’_"(

HUMONGULUS
| 18 sTILL INTHE
: FIGHT!

<f 124 3%



NO/ IT'LL
DESTROY
you!

BROTHER! DO YOU
THAT SWITCH THINK You ¥
THE PROFESSOR Ml CAN USE IT TO |
h . TRIPPED- A\ S7O0P THIS /

{ MAYBE..F1 Y
B CAN GET 1O il

[ -BUT ITWILL %\
TAKE A LONG BAIEE

LUMIL T'M

GOING TO
THROW THIS \.f,g% ﬁ.ﬂf.';ﬁ.r
PO WITH YOUR FIRE
WAND?




IT DOESN'T
KNOW WHAT
TO GO AFTER
FIRST!
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THE WEAPONS

OF HUMONGULUS |

ARE AS MIGHTY

N\ AS HIS PUNCHES!

T SEEMS Y
| MORE INTERESTING [
_| THAN THE BURNING Q8
g PAPERS! '

OCKAY, BUT
LET'S DO /T
QUICKY
p THAT

: WON'T
HOLD IT FOR

I~ %/

BUT...WHERE
DOES HE KEEFP )

(1SS
| ]
)

D -_:f'
I Wf/

=

I
i

A ey




5  HURRY!
o IT'S GETTING
e BACK UP!

ALMOST

THAT WAS AS FAST AS

AMAZING,
BROTHER!

LADIES!
JUusT
DOING MY

<+£128 3
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T'LL FIND THE
IRAM SOLTS

D MYSELF-

OR MAYBE I'L
BUY MYSELF
SOMETHING JUST
AS GOOD WITH ALL
_ THIS LOVELY
D  Gow:!




Y7

—

il
w&n\mﬁwﬂrﬁq
Y=

|
ISaz |

—_

S
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CALM DOWN. YOU WERE
I WASN'T THINKING OF
HIDING IT- ITAS A
BUT IT “ TREASURE-
) WASN'T HARD - q

TREACHEROUS
CREATURE/

JUST REMEMBER
WHAT'LL HAPPEN IF
YOU TRY ANYTHING

YOU'D WANT TO .

SR N
GRAB FAST ON : ~ e N1 SERTOUSLY?
1 YOUR WAY our \ NO WAY. 4

| 7THE DOOR. : i' by
= = | @il

TALK?? YOU
TALK TOO MUCH
A STOP WAVING THAT ALREADY/ z
THING AROUND- =

IT WOULD N
DESTROY THE :
IRAM SOLIS :
; A AFTER
AS WELL, YOU -7 ALL-T CAN STILL
S0, LET’S o i SHOOT YOUR
TALK ABOUT-

+f 131 3



L AT LEAST &
BITE HER, S
S YOu FooL! &

el

L—
A

WELL, SO
MUCH FOR

YOU REALLY
il ExpECT US TO-

= .
-~

' ""'(‘ylbwf”’} e

&) T ?
\
e ’ / i ;)j E '
. — 9
- = ‘:‘
y ! < 3 i =
/ h‘-"n

WHO WANTS
ANICE
S TREATR

W ~vuwce i
TREAT!

DO YOUuRrR
SPECIAL
TRICKY

I THOUGHT
LIBRARY CATS
WERE HIGHLY

TRAINED.

I DIDN'T GET
TO PICK FROM S
THE 7OF OF 7
THE CLASS,

<+£132 3



SPECIALLY )
FOR ME?

MY SPECIAL, ).
ONE-OF-A-KIND, |
SPARK BUILT
| WORK OF ART-

2f 133 %






A BEAUTIFUL
DISTRACTION FROM A
BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN!

AU REVOIR, \
O ANGEL OF
FLAME!  our
QUEST HERE
IS DONE/

135 3

JUST LOOK AT
MY BEAUTIFUL

COAT!

I STILL HAVE
TO KILL THEM
ALl AND SEW
MYSELF A NICE NEW




IT WAS AN
LLUSION. [

FINE ONE, : K . /y WELL, AT
TeO. , VL ersT T o0 |
PITY...THERE WAS ' THE JOB!
SOME LOWVELY SPARK b
WORK IN THERE.

- AN 9% (578 GET THIS
THE OLD WYRM T~ »% 3 J CREATURE

REALLY D/D HIRE =3 :
THE BEST. A A 0 RO OFF OF ME’/




NOTHING. IT
LOCKS LIKE THEY 1%

HER MONKEY? \  REALLY HAVE

' b GONE-AND WITH '\
\ THE /RAM
Z SOLIS NO
A

P WHERE DO
YOU THINK THEY

TCH. HE’S NO
\CREATURE OF &
ENCHANTMENT.”

“~
YOU DIPN'T
KNOW? MY ORDER p
AND YOUR LIBRARY
HOARDS
D ARE FREQUENT TOO, COME TO

TARGETS. A THINK OF IT.

- FROM THE
HEs A Yo/ BLACK ROSE
SCHOOL OF

T WONDER
| wHAT ELSE

DRAMATIC
ACQRUISITIONS

\¥ k. "\ \
AN T
2 \ )
D) ) W
R
1'

/7

. [ ‘ E \& Lh :"“;' - “"W‘“:W\lh . - .

DN \\\ a %ﬁy[\\\\\\\\b\f\l\\r g i\

////;/;B)/\\ q////unbniﬁ“ L msf é"h“*
e

LORD GIVE Us
STRENGTH.

..NOW, WHY
BAp GUy, )
\ yoU KNOW. 40 __ WOULD I WANT
Y A NOTORIOUS
UNDERHANDED
ROGUE.

i A HEINOUS
BLAGGARD

Do You
THINK SOME
OF THAT STUFF
HIT HER ON

THE HEADR

._‘_Z
U
-'Z\ SO
il X
i ) S\
AH, YES. : : W HEY, GUYS,
MECHANICSBURG. I \ IS THE GHOST HECTOR AND
; DRAGON { THE PROFESSCR
A\ FELL INTO THE
B\ BOTTOMLESS /i)

_—_:_-:‘,,w% :
-~

A ¢
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WELL,
JUMPFPED,
ACTUALLY...

HECTOR WAS
PRAGGING THE
PROFESSOR, AND SHE
WAS TRYING TO
BITE HIM=AND DOWN

THEY WENT/
r 4 f [ : ~ -\'- R, W
{ HUMONGULUS W [ oo

A | WORRY YOU UP IN ANO
HAS BEEN W F Ll

A
i
(

)

NO DOUBT THESE
STUDENTS WILL EAMJ/OY A
CHANCE FOR SOME

EVERYBODY
GRAB YOURrR

SORRY I HAD
TO GIVE UP YOUR
TREASURE,
BROTHER.
you skoulp _ f
TAKE A LOOK R «/
P\ AROUND- =
SEE IF THERE'S
ANY OTHER
DANGEROUS SPARK . =
STUFF TN HERE, L5 )

SURE, T'LL
DO THAT. .

|
NN

ALL PART
OF SOME

BUT WE'VE ALREADY
GOT ALL OUR CLANK
ENGINEERING CREDITS!

YEAH-YOU ALL

SIGNED UP FOR

IT AFTER 1 ATE
ONE OF YOU.

£ 138 3%

INGR

\ \| \ A A
L .

b

BUT YOU

MEVER= AND HERE I

WAS TRYING TO
SAVE TIME.

SOr PARTNER,
‘. WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO DO

CATALOG
\ Books, Or |
COUNT

THERE'S A \
BUNCH OF




VOLUME TWO./ N
TALES OF SEA M

AND SPARK!

WITH

ANNOTATIONS! JB

OF COURSE!
OF COURSE!

THE CREATURE
WOULD HAVE 7TORN
US ALL TO SHREDS
IF NOT FOR YOUR

QUICK THINKING!

TSK. WELL,
I'M GLAD You

THIS IS
WHAT'S LEFT OF
THE BOOK MISS
PERRAULT USED

TO DISTRACT THAT
CAT CLANK.

—BUT IT IS SURELY
NO SMALL THING, FOR
AN ACOLYTE OF THE
GREAT LIBRARY TO
DESTROY A
BOOK...

COULD YOU NOT
GET INTC A FIERCE
AMOUNT OF
TROUBLE FOR

Y sur THAT
STILL COUNTS
)\ AS ONE OF
YOURS!

I'D HAVE THOUGHT
YLOOSE SCALES 4
AND GLOWING RED 1
SPOTS: WEAK POINTS 1
| OF THE GREAT WYRMS -
- - OF SCIENCE WOULD'WE "'\-._‘
X , DEFINITELY BEEN
; W, ONE OF YOURS. -

BUT THE
SAFETY OF MY
FRIENDS...

139 3%

SOME
LIBRARIAN
You ARE.

WELL, YOu
WERE TAKING
YOUR TIME. 4

1 HAD TO DO
SOMETHING.

YES INDEED! IT
HAD TO BE DONE,

BUT..
THIS WAS A

LEGENDARY
VOLUME! ONE
ONE OF THE e
FEW BOOKS
HERE THAT MY
ORDER WOULD
NO DOUBT HAVE [
INSISTED
LPON
KEEPING.

2

AN

rll
W\

A\
l

" TWON'T BE
THE ONE TO :
\ TATTLE ON YOU. y

SURE IS
DEEP-

WATER, WAY DOWN
THEREP

YEAH!
CREEPY.

I WONDER
WHERE IT
LEADS... &




STRAIGHT
INTC THE
PITs

THE

THE PIT
YOUu SAY
YOu DIED
INS

ARE YOU

SUREZ/

ANYWAY,
LAST TIME
THERE WASN'T AN
UNDERGROUND

I WOULD THINK
EVEN YOU (|
WOULD KNOW

O\ RIVER!
{ e ISN'T THAT )
L

LAKE WHAT?/
ARE YOU-

AFTER ALL,
I CAN'T DIE
TWICE!S 4

THE DRAINAGE FROM
THE FORTRESS/

ALL THOSE
YEARS WITH NO
MAINTENANCES

NO WONPDER IT

WAS A SWAMP!

AND NOW IT'S
CLEAR!

I EXPECT THE
WELLS IN THE
MOUNTAIN WILL
BE FINE ONCE
THE LAKE IS DONE
FILLING, AND
THEN-

f 140 3




I HAVE! IT
SHOULD BE AT
THE RAIL YARD

ON TUESDAY!

STEPPING ON

USED TO NOT

< 141 3%

UH=-HUH. THE
NEW SHELVES ARE

YEAH-SHOULD BE
DONE TOMORROW.
JAGERS BUILD 'EM

) EXTRA STRONG.

TEAS
HAVE YoU
BROTHER
MARCUS?
WHEN'S THE
¥ REST OF OUR
£\ GOLD GETTING
: HERE?

ILL BE
HEADING OUT,
I GUESS.




lh oHP BACK Y I 2 3 ' T THOUGHT YOU

7O THE S _ TR LIKED BEING A
LIBRARY, i L

NAH. THEY BN . con LIBRARIAN/

NEVER TOOK ME : FREELANCE! - '
SERIOUSLY. é;ﬁgﬁ

LIBRARIAN! £

-BUT I DON'T
WANT TO STAY IN
THE STACK'S MY

2 WHOLE LIFE/

7O FIND
THINGS

MONSTERS
AND ARTISTS
AND SPARKS!

I'AM GOING
TO HAVE

- " m—— |
SETENSIITARRATARM B Y, WV GOTPAvIAY

\ “ADVENTURES"

RUNNING OFF TO
WHO KNOWS
WHERE, AND-

# DON'T WANT TO
WIND UP LIKE THE

GREAT OTHAR
TRYGGVASSEN,

.

" b chk=— STIME FOR
= o

ADVENTURE!"

— 1

Ll <hk= vz ge For

it
II! ; ST IS 7H4E FOR [ ADVENTURE l
~—T ADVEN RES I
0 .I s ‘-“* CTIME eorz
.1- T—

: ADVENTURE!

TME
T
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*I VANQUISHED THE

GUARDIAN BEAST, E

RESCUED THE
PRIESTESSES (WHO
HAD BEEN TURNED

TO STONE)=

N

M| ACCEPTED AN
| HONORARY
MEDAL AS
DEFENDER OF )
THE LIZARD

“THERE'S ALSO
| THE USUAL
Y 7REASURE, OF

BUT THE REALLY
INTERESTING
THING IS THAT IT
WAS ALSC THE
SITE OF THE
LIGHTLESS
COLLEGE!”

Ay .l
I 7OLD

| ‘ovie BERTUS!
il My OLD FRIEND!
- IT IS T-OTHAR

N 7RYGGVASSEN,

— GENTLEMAN
LIS ADVENTURER!
NG| YOU WERE

W correcTr”

= B

, ; NFEKN;;,H P
- Vevice picpe

|| Cagmie RUMS

“THERE /S A
I HIPPEN TEMPLE
BELOW THE
RUINS OF CASTLE
VAN DRAKKEN!

: e~
WELL
SPOTTED/
[ ETH} D S
I SHALL
SPARE YOU  [IC Bt
/ THE DETAILS=* / r:gc

WOU KNOW,
SAME OLD,
SAME OLD.”

SAND SC THE ., N
DRINAKS ARE Bl 11 cenoING
i ON YOU, WHEN W 15 pescacE BB
| NEXT WE MEET! ALONG TO )
& e s you-
' | SINCE T ANOW YOU'LL WANT
TO MOUNT ONE OF YOUR |
LITTLE EXPEDITIONS TO
COLLECT EVERYTHING
YOU CAN CARRY "

HAVE
AT, OLD
FRIEND! ,;-

PN
S

YOU IT WAS |FElEE S

REALS
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THE S — VISCOUNT OLIG
COLLEGE... NEVER EVEN BY HIS OWN ARMY
- PROVEN TO OF SQUIRRELS

EXIST/ DURING THE S/IEGE OF
MECHANICSBURG!

TREASURE
Is coop!

-AND LUMT HERE \
WILL NEED TIME
OFF SCHOOL~

HUMONGULUS
WILL BE SAD IF
WE LEAVE HIM A
BEHIND-
A (AND WHEN HE'S
SAD, HE BREAKS
THINGS-)

AND THAT MEANS
THE MONK'S ARE

N RN G AN

GONNA WANT A CUT-

AND TI'L HAVE TO
GET THE JAGERS TO
WATCH THE HOARD

AGAIN-

YOU DON'T
HAVE TC COME
ALONG!

YOU KNOW, IF

IT's TOO MUCH
TROLBLE~ EH, IF I DON'T

USE MY VACATION I cOuLD
TIME IN THE NEXT
HUNDRED YEARS,
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