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This book is dedicated to Phil’s
Mother, Ottilie Dorothea Millson,

maker of monster-makers.

KAJA FOGLIO

Professor Foglio was, late last fall, informed thar she had been
selected to participate in a mandatory academic Cxc}wnge
program with the University of Pu'lukka Ranga, located on a
rather small island somewhere in the Pacific. Realizing that she
would no longer need her winter ensemble, she graciously
presented her famously distinctive lab-grown “tiber-chinchilla”
coat to her academic rival, the head of the Department of
Socioeconomic Storytelling. By some odd coincidence, the
head of the Department of Socioeconomic Storytelling was
mysteriously abducted the next day, never to be heard from
again save for a hastily scrawled note-in-a-bottle found washed
up on the beach several months later. This note, although
mostly incoherent, appeared to be mainly an analysis of the
economic costs of l)cing marooned upon a volcanic island
populated exclusively by a type of giant saurian as yet unknown
to Science. Professor Foglio has heard nothing further about the
academic exchange program, and hopes that the proceeds from

the sale of this textbook will allow her to buy a new coat.

PHIL FOGLIO

Continues his field research into the early life of Agathﬂ
Heterodyne, a task until recently made ever more difficult by
the proliferation of sensationalist novels purporting to chronicle
the life of lady Heterodyne, only without so many clothes.
Professor Ft)g]iu has labored mighti]y to cxp]ain to these
fabricators that they are spreuding misinformation, unduly
EI‘tHLlL’nCiI]g the rc;iding_ pub]ic’s perception of the Lady
Hetemdync. and stca]ing the Professor’s ideas without sufficient
remuneration. Surprising!y few of these publishurs burned to
the ground in unexpected ways before word got around, and
such faux chronicles are quite rare of late. He is, however, quite
fond of the series of music-hall songs currently mnking the
rounds in the larger towns, and has been known to belt our all
twenty-five verses of “Whoops Now, My Lady, Your Monster’s

Loose Again” if no one manages to stop him in time.

CHEYENNE WRIGHT

Recently, Professor Wright has taken up residence within the
ruins of the late Professor Voltavias “Thunder Tower™ which,
despite the craters, continues to dominate the skyline of T.RU.’s
eastern campus; even after the recent interdepartmental fracas
berween the (ultimately triumphant) Department  of
Meteorology and the Department of Falling Sky Rocks
(formerly Meteoritics). It is there that he continues his
experiments with “Artificial Color.” You can view the latest

results of his research at www.arcanetimes.com.
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Agatha Clay is a young Mad Scientist (or “Spark™ to be polite.) Traveling with her
is Krosp 1, a failed experiment creared to be the “Emperor of all Cars.”

Agatha is also the last of the famous Heterodyne family—beloved heroes who
that they will someday return, but so far they haven't managed it.

Agatha and Krosp have just escaped from Baron Klaus Wulfenbach—a powerful
Spark who rules most of Europe. After crashing their small dirigible, they met

Master Payne’s Circus of Adventure—a traveling show specializing in popular
melodramas about the Heterodynes. Now, thanks to a ruse concocted by the

I

disappeared under mysterious circumstances many years ago. Folk legend claims |

)
i

RN

Circus, the Baron believes that Ag:;tha is dead. UnFnrtun:ltcly, so does the Baron’s Hi

son Gilgamesh, who became very attached to Agatha while she was staying on §f

board the giant airship Castle Wulfenbach.

The circus players are happy with the success of their trick, and although Agatha §
now feels safe, her new friend Zeetha is not so sure. Zeetha is the lost princess of a f§
lost city, and a fearsome swordmistress. She has decided to teach Agatha to defend

herself—whether she likes it or not.

Although everyone in the Circus knows that Agatha is a Spark, they do not know  fis

that she is a member of the real-life Heterodyne family. In the Heterodyne plays

Agatha is given the role of Lucrezia Mongfish, the “villain's beautiful daughter” who §
later married Bill Heterodyne and became Agarha’s mother. She finds this very odd, f
but plays her part well. Agatha can be a lot like her mother, especially when she is

angry...or really into a part.

Recently, the Circus encountered three live Jigermonsters who had been hung on a
gallows and left to die. The Jigermonsters are a group of monstrous soldiers created
by the not-so-heroic ancestors of the Heterodynes, and they have never been
popular. Most of them now work for the Baron. Agatha set the hanging Jigers free
and they disappeared into the night, but they may still be out there somewhere...




HEY! You

FINALLY
HERE! poties

RUrE

YOU LEFT
WITHOUT
us!

ZEETHA
SAID YOU'D

NOTHING
SPURS A
GOOD RUN
LIKE FE 1 .,

,\."ﬂ

Lo
S

i
A}




Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



CATCH UP
HOURS AGO—

WORKING!
ALREADY
SCARED!

WELL: AH:
WE'LL BE
CROSSING THE
MOUNTAINS, AND
THAT ROAD LEADS

{ PASSHOLDT.
YES.

7 IF ALL'S AS
It sHouLD
A Be-

Y WHY
[ AREN'T THEY
BAcKk BY
NOow?
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SO IT CAN'T
HAVE BEEN 74AT |

FRIGHTENING.

; I’LL HAVE TO
BE MORE
CREATIVE NEXT

HEY! AND
THAT TOWN THAT
MAKES THOSE
FRIED CREAM

YOU'RE
REALLY
ENJSOYING
THIS, AREN'T

ANYWAY, IF YOou
THOUGHT You'D
BEEN ABANDONED IN
THE WASTELANDS IN
THIS OUTFIT—

IS EVERYONE
STOPPEDR

WERE YOU 3
WAITING FOR

Y WE SHOULD

BE THERE BY
NOW. BUT MASTER

PAYNE STOPPED

US HERE—

AND WON'T
CROSS THE
BRIDGE UNTIL LARS
AND AUGIE COME

BACK.

HE'S BEING
EVEN MORE
CAUTIOUS THAN
USUAL.

BUT I'M SURE
HE KNOWS WHAT
HE'S DOING.

WE MAY HAVE
BEEN RIGHT TO




THERE'S
SOMETHING —
ODD IN THE

I'VE BEEN

WATCHING ‘ 2" AND YOU
MOXANA'S ! £ WANT TO BE

GAME. - P PREPARED.

| DON'T
LIKE WHAT |
SEE. SOMETHING'S
GOING TO
HAPPEN.,

| WANT TO
KNOW EXACTLY
WHAT'S AHEAD
\ BEFORE WE COMMIT
TO THIS PASS.

SO | THOUGHT
I'D MET
EVERYONE BY
NOW.

WHO'S THIS
MOXANAP

YES. WE'LL
INTRODUCE YOU TO
MOXANA AS SOON

AS POSSIBLE!

HEAVENS. IT
MUST SOUND
\ opp.
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‘THEY'RE (I8 - .

RIDING | E ! n
HELL-FOR- W .
LEATHER—" IS . \ \

“THAT'S NOT
GooD.”

- e “THE FOOL'S
¥ : : GOING TO FALL
‘EV\;‘Hﬁl\T THE _ OFF HIS HORSE."
DEVIL IS LARS : -
DOINGP"

CAN YOU
SEE ANY
PURSUITR

/ NO, BUT \
THEY'RE RIDING
\ SO HARD~—

AND LARS
1S WAVING
HIS ARMS
AROUND—

WE'D BETTER
GET THE
WAGONS
MOVING.
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MASTER ¥ — 2
WEVE GOT TO ' . WHAT? :

GET OUT OF o 3 THEY'RE GOING |

HERE! 485 2 N CcrAZY/ i

THEY

SMELL AND
WHAT 7 WHATEVER /T |

SMELL. /S—=

DRIVERS/
MOVE THE
WAGONS

W BUTI
DON'T SEE
A ANYTHING!

. FiGHTERS! 4 S b DON'T SAY
., COVER THE 2 h THAT LIKE IT'S
BRIDGE! SR W A cooo
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AND THERE'S .
STILL NOTHING | 8
p, BEHIND THEM. &

WHAT ARE WE
LOOKING FOR;,

WELL, 7HAT
COULD BE
ANYTHING.

THEY'VE GOT
OUT THEIR
WEAPONS.

" WHAT DO
THEY SEE THAT
WE DON'T?

INE GOT TO

LOOK UNDER =\ Vi sf. : I

THE BRIDGE! S , N —alh L DARKEST
LIl 0 5 IR sxapows/
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DD You

THERE'S A
TUNNEL UNDER
THE BRIDGE! 3

TO GIVE THE
A\ WAGONS TIME TO

HOZ NOW )
VAT'S DE FUN | :
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COME ON, - WHERE DID
e THEY COME
KEEDS! ) ; FROM?P
.- W
HYU GOTS TO ; -7 ||1"

FIGHT LIKE HYU ' =)
MEANS 1T! ! 9 J
1 )

EVERYONE—
DON'T SHOOT
THE JAGERS!

HEY: THESE THERE'S STILL
THINGS GO SOME COMING
OUT OF THE
TUNNEL.

§ AUGIE
AND LARS
ARE CUT

OFF/

WILL YOU
PEOPLE GET
ourT OF

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



TO DE
BRIDGE!S

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

. AS SOON AS
LARS AND AUGIE
ARE SAFE...

“THERE'S
AMORE OF
THEAM COMING
OUT OF THE
woops.”




Ho Ho! HYu HYU CAN PUT
1Z FONNY DOT IN HYU

THEY'RE STILL OH. PERFECT.
THERE! WHY S TV HYU eN you 1Z
AREN'T THEY P rueyire \WE'RE FIN/SHED?, cuvz! ON DE STAGE,
RUNNINGT! 4 warrinG HEY?

FOR US.

AND WHY
AREN'T YOU
SHOOTING?

| RAN OUT OF
BULLETS BEFORE
THEY EVEN WENT
INTO THAT
TUNNEL/

. R ‘ A
{ \‘ 3
YOU'RE NOT g — _.
USING THOSE > ) YEAH. NOW |
STUPID HAMMERS ) LUFF TO HEAR

AGAIN, ARE A [ MORE FONNY
SCHTUFF— BUT VE

GOTs TO GO
NOW.

WHAT ARE

THEY—? SURPRISED
THEY'RE NOT
ARE THEY
TALKING?

CLEAR THE

GORL LIKE
DoT—
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THAT'S IT! ATHA!
WITH THE BRIDGE . Anpéevmu
OUT, THEY'RE - RIGHT?
CUT OFF! ) )

FINISH

L ‘ r /
OH. LARS
GETS

HYSTERICAL |B
AFTER A

A\ FIGHT. |1's HARD
\ TO CALM HIM

OH DEAR. I'M
SURE THAT'S

WRONS: 3 woNperFUL!
Ty NEVER
ALTHOUGH | HOW ARE SETER!
CAN'T THINK you, t
WHY... \ aucie? Ll CALMAND %
N cosiecTeD!

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



ALL RIGHT:
AUGIE, WHAT'S
THE STORY?

“TOOK Us A
WHILE TO FIGURE
OuT WHY."

WE DIDN'T GET 3
MUCH PAST THE
BRIDGE WHEN LARS

GOT TWITCHY.

BUT—YOU
KEPT GOING?
THIS ISN'T
JUST ANY OLD
TOWN, MISS
CLAY.
THERE'S ONLY
A FEW PASSES
OPEN THIS EARLY
IN THE YEAR.

WE'VE SEEN
DEAD TOWNS

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

“WE LEFT THE
ROAD TO LOOK
AROUND.

THERE WERE
NO SIGNS OF
LIFE.

NO ACTIVE
BURROWS."

“THEY'RE
CREEPY, BUT YOU
CAN PASS
THROUGH 'EM."

“"AND IT'S

'S POSS o
ALWAYS POSSIBLE &Bﬁ;ﬁ

THAT THERE'S
OUTS/DE—"

SOMETHING WEIRD gﬂ :I -
St

TOWN ITSELF IS
FINE."

“NO FRESH
NESTS.

NO FRESH
TRACKS. NO
DROPPINGS.

NO BODIES.
NO BONES.”
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“OF COURSE, |
THAT'S WHAT WE

f

N

3 “AND THEN IT
Nl GOT WORSE

R \ i
4 \

F
B “LucKILY

LARS WAS ALL
RIGHT—"

DOESN'T FALL
QUIETLY "

|Jl}

“NO SUCH
LUCK."

“THAT'S WHEN
WE STARTED
RUNNING."




WE WERE

JUST DAMNED

S5 LuCKY THEY WERE
i ALL INSIDE THE
TOWN.

WE THOUGHT WE
HAD UNTIL WE SAW
THEM COMING UP
UNDER THE BRIDGE.

YES. LOSING
THE BRIDGE IS A
CHALLENGE.

BUT IT DOES
MEAN THEY WON'T
BE EXPECTING

ANYONE TO COME

FROM THIS
OIRECTION,

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

el FOR ALL WE
KNOW, THOSE

WERE THE
TOWNSPEOPLE.

YOU DON'T =
ANOWR

7 OF COURSE |
DON'T KNOW!

THEY SPOTTED ||

Us AND WE
RAN/ AFTER THAT WE

WERE JUST TRYING TO
LOSE THEM SO WE
WOULDN!'T LEAD THEM
BACK HERE.

THE
PEOPLE OF
PASSHOLDT.
e
WE HAVE N
TO DO
SOMETHING.

WE MIGHT
STILL BE ABLE TO
SAVE THEM.

WELL, OR

AT LEAST,

SOME OF
THEM.




BUTI N WE ARE ’ W ARE
CONFESS, I'D Fakes! Vo DANGEROUS
THOUGHT You e oUR LivES, N ENOUGH WITHOUT

MORE... : TR/ICKS! THE LIVES /AM QUESTING FOR

GROUNDED.

ACTORS, MISS

CLAY. WE ONLY

PRETEND TO BE
HERCES.

AT OUR NEXT e P | : BURN DOWN
STOP WE WILL - . PEOPLE—
INFORM THE ' |y f !
BARON'S PEOPLE. £

THESE ARE
HIS LANDS? #E
CAN KEEP THEM

FOR ALL WE
KNOW, THOSE
THINGS ARE SOME pnp THE ONL

NEW FORM OF
THING TO DO |
R REVENANT— o~ k/// THEM.

| RESPECT
HIM FOR THAT, ¥ : S
BUT | DON'T WANT NO SANE : ¥  euri
TO BE HIM. MAN -4 DON'T LIKE
- =ik IT.
Y NOW, YOU DROP
ANY IDEAS YOU
HAVE ABOUT BEING
ANOTHER O7HAR
TRYGGVASSEN—

UNLESS YOU
WANT TO LEAVE
MY SHOW AND

MANAGE YOUR

HEROICS ON

YOUR OWN.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



7| DONI'T LIKE IT P =\ 4 Y As—Is THAT
EITHER, BUT | | 3 : WARNING SIGN
\ LIKE DYING EVEN

" GOOD. LET'S
GET MOVING,

THEN: SOMETHING

f | YOU'VE
| WANT TO CATCH Y ZiNZE4
UP TO THE OTHER 4 7 | FORCOTIEN,
WAGONS—  AND HAVE US
ALL AS FAR AWAY
FROM HERE AS
POSSIBLE BY
MORNING.

DOS RIGHT. :
VUN OF HYU NG
PEOPLE HELP US ' AND VE DID IT
VITOUT KILLING
ANYBODY HYU

ZO VE THINK
VE SHOULD HELP
HYU BECK.

! i
-
o q I

JAGERS FROM \
ZUMZUM! o

YOou...you
REALLY HELPED
US HERE.

AND JOLLY s / : '
GOOD OF YoU! VE VANTS TO

yES/ SO IF YOU JOIN DE
REQUIRE ANY CIRCUS.

SUPPLIES, OR— 4

DERE /Z
ZUMTING VE
VANT.

ACK’ AH-

REALLY? ER,

WELL, WE'LL
CHEERFULL y

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



pft. DEY
EXPECT R
STRANGE TINGS @it b
WIT A SHOW. :
VE VILL FIT
RIGHT IN.

HYU
VILL

YAH! NE NANT
TO BE C/RCUS

HY TINK &Y' 1Z
DE LEADING MAN

BUT...BUT
WHAT COULD WE
n\ PossiBLY DO )
\ WITH You?P \

SAY—HYU IS
RIGHT.

DERE'S ONLY
VUN LEADING
i MAN/

) 0OT MEANS
| Hyu GETS TO
K AEES DE

HOO! HY
VANT TO BE A

DOT VAY VE
BOTH GETS A

IF HYU GOTS GURL!

GURL.

[ ezoloT.
HYU
CAN'T.

NEITHER.

BUT HY
BET VE FIND

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

LEADING MAN,

/o

TWO, DEY LEAD
/ DIRECTIONS!

ANYVAY, DERE VAS
7TWO HETERODYNE
BOYZ!

@QV/IET, HYU
EED/OTS/

IF DEY FIND
OUT HOW
IRRES/IST/IBLE
VE |IZ TO DE

DEY NEFFE:
LET US JOIN!

} IN DIFFERENT

PRETTY SCARY.

| DUNNO.
ZUM OV DE
GURLS DEY

1
KEESED VOS AN Ny e D

BE KEESING
ACTRESSES!




NEXT MORNING—

GOTS SMEKKED [Smes
/ BY A PIECE OV DE /J°

HAT ARE W" Z} 'i'

WHAT AR Y WAIT—DID | N " . ‘ « N

YOU DOING W o5 ouro e OH, DO7.YoU /'Y |
: A8 T A -

SUPPOSED TO
MAKE SURE HYU
VOS OKAY AFTER

HYU VOKE UP.

— R
Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



w-ﬁ'ﬁﬁ’g%u W Ok YA Ve NO! No! 12
JOINED DE X TRUE! DEY PRACTILY
3 : INSISTED AFTER VE
R GOTS HYU OFF DOT
y BRIDGE!/

HO—DUN
TANK US. TANK
\ DOT GURL WHO
W\ TELL US TO GO
GET HYU.

VE JUST THOT
HYU VOS
HAFFING FUN/

VORRIED

W ABOUT HYU.

YOU...DO

WHAT SHE )
{ { ¢
1% 5 A {714'“-‘

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



(" ceep He's ©
N AVAKE UND
{ TALKING—

-ﬁ UND NO MORE : ' LA OKEH, SO | 1Z

SCHT D YAl () GONNA GO
CHTUPFP/D DEN Jor. e

BREAKFAST.

@'I‘
,
=
)

) (S0 " &
’ SO MASTER ATY i WELL, THEY

PAYNE'S { caveD a7y A= HECK AM |
REALLY LETTING __ _ ; . WO LYING ONP
THEM STAY? — o ;

m
—.... ﬁ

Y WHO WANTS TO
ARGUE WITH A

g 32 % Ay g
YEAH; WELL, * : /
A

BUNCH OF

i = ~
Ry > HACERS? | oont koW
ey HOW ITLL GO 4

L

~

Sl

’ OVER WITH
EVERYONE,

AN
1S

7 WELL, WELL.
| WONDER WHO
THIS BELONGS

= \(
SHARING A 3 ) )
CART WITH a1\ AH—MY LITTLE

CONVEN/IENT— SOMEONE W ( PAL IS AL
wHo's convEll - GROWN UP.

SO MUCH.
v
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r SO—YOU THINK N/ AM | GOING TO
YOU CAN MAKE AN HAVE TO -gasp-
HONEST WOMAN OUT
OF THAT NAUGHTY
ACTRESS?

4

BUT, YOU
pl KNOW, IT FEELS N

|
o’ THAT'S WHY YouU \/
ANOW!  \EED ME MORE
THAN EVER; YOU
POCR DOOMED
FooL!

ALL RIGHT!
ALL R/IGHT/

ONE DAY
SOMEONE WILL
ASK “"WHO's

YOUR GIRLP¥ AND A FACE

. WILL FLASH IN
YOUR MIND-

AND IT'S
GONNA
SANDBAG YOU
COMPLETELY.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

HEY; I'M

WO tryING TO BE

| CAN'T WAIT
'TIL IT HAPPENS
TO YOu.

SER/OUS

HA! A SENTIMENT
EXPRESSED BY THE
ENRAGED FATHERS OF A

N THOUSAND TOWNS/

IT'S GONNA

BE HILARIOUS )

TO WATCH.




’___ :
'MORNING!

ACTUALLY,
I=| THINK |
WANT TO L/E |
DOWN.

s0, : OH, HE'LL 8
PASSHOLDT IS YES. 8l CLEAN IT UP,

WE'LL SEE I'M SURE.
WHAT THE

YOU'VE BEEN
LURKING

LATELY.

CAN | HELP
YOU WITH
SOMETHING

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

BUT THAT §
WON!T HELP

I'VE GOT A
BLANKET WE CAN
SPREAD OUT AND A

Y YES, THIS
YEAR IT'LL
HAVE TO BE [f
BALAN's 7
GAP. PAYNE SAYS
el WE'LL DISCUSS |
B T TONIGHT. &

s |T WON'T
ALL RIGHT, 97 TAKE
LET'S GO. /4

P MOXANAL YOU &

SAID YOU'D

\ INTRODUCE ME TO



THE PROPS
WAGONP

| DIDN'T THINK
ANYONE LIVED IN

e /
= SAYING MOXANA
I1S...A CLANK? |,

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



g : |1 ORIGINALLY,
SHE'S RUN FROM Yoo A e 7] SHE WAS RUN BY
ACTUALLY A DOWN HERE. & A DWARF NAMED e wag

= o\ : KURTZ.  kLLED THREE
N % : YEARS AGOC BY
INDEED. SOME BAD
THAT'S WHY VI o8 : -

WE DON'T
PUT HER OUT
THESE

B ANYWAY, WELL, YES. |

P AN\ 5 ONE ELSE HAVE HIGH
COULD FIT 7 HOPES FOR ~ BUT AT THE
INSIE. y BALTHAZAR. MOMENT HIS
YES—THEY ENDGAME IS
TERRIBLE.

MOXANA IS
SUPPOSED TO BE
A CLANK THAT
PLAYS CHESS.

I'VE TAUGHT

ISN'T HIS GAME.
HE DOESN'T '
UT— BUT

OUR
PEOPLE TALK X o PROBLEMS.

FOOLISH;,
PERHAPS,

TALK LIKE SOMETIMES.

EMBI THE BASICS, e Ao : WELL, WE WE'LL EVEN
BUT CHESS JUST | 4 ALL TEND To TALK 70 HER
8

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



COURSE.
WE'LL...PLAY
D LATER.

HE SAID SHE
SOMETIMES...
MADE HER OWN

[ KURTZ WHO
STARTED IT.

/'LL RUN
HER FOR
YOu.

Goop! IT'LL BE
MORE USE THAN MY
SHOVELING DUNG;

I'M SURES

AND NOW, I'D
BETTER GO FIND
AGATHA.

SHE'S HELPLESS
WITHOUT ME, YOU

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

YEAH. SO THESE

DAYS, WHENEVER
THINGS GET A :

LITTLE STRANGE, 48

TO SAY
"MOXANA IS
REARRANGING
y, HER BOARD." 4

IT'S JUST A
SILLY SHOW
SUPERSTITION,
{ REALLY. KURTZ WAS
- QUITE A
I STORYTELLER.

v
YOU WOULD
LIKE HER ON
DISPLAY AGAIN,

WE'LL HAVE A
FEW GAMES |

YOU CAN
SEE HOW
GOOD AfY
ENDGAME




DAME ADITH. \ IT RIDES

HOW'S THE _ SMOOTH, DOESN'T |
WAGON A STICK AT ALL 3,
WORKING? £\ B 4. ANYMORE.

_ ‘ j 9 ' | THOUGHT
V' SOMETHING

@ M MIGHT HAVE
) Ky

7\ come LoosE.
;'é OM

BUT NOW !T

MAKES B .

THIS...CLICKY " P, 1 Y WELL, I'LL
= Bl  Take A

’ SINCE YOU
WORKED ON IT,
IT DOES THAT

? BUTI'LL
NEED A HINGE
CLACKER.
COuULD YOoU
FIND ME ONE?

[\ WANT TO HELP—

f »

' AND | KNOW
THE CART WAS
REALLY NO/SY

BEFORE— <

SORRY! |
DIDN'T NEED IT
AFTER ALL/

THOUGHT | TOLD i _

YOU ALL TO / b
KEEP QUIET. 4 < Y GIVE ITA
7z TRY NOW.
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MY! THAT'S
MUCH

QUIETER! FOUND YOU

ANOTHER

UM~—IN FACT,
IT'S KIND OF

WITH ENOUGH
SPARE PARTS, I'LL
GET THAT ORGAN

FINISHED YET!

'Ll GET MY
THINGS AND
CHECK IT OUT.
TELL ME
WHERE IT
I1s.

HEY, NOW.

SHE'S GOING INTO  \
THE WOODS TO MESS

JUST LIKE SHe's \Ii
BEEN DOING FOR
f A WHILE NOW. 4

I'M SURE SHE N
KNOWS TO STAY |
WITHIN SHOUTING
DISTANCE.
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THIS ONE'S
A REALLY BIG
OLD CLANK!

IT SHOULD
HAVE LOTS
OF PARTS!

I2IoT! IT
COULD BE
DANGEROUS!

AND
YOoUu WANT
TO FOLLOW

\ FEELING—




AROUND HERE
EWHERE

S

OM
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“WELL, THEN. N
THAT SOUNDS

A SAFE ENOUGH;,

LARS WAS

WORR/IED

ABOUT YOU.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

'3 V/F'
Y SURE! WE SAW y / ¥
Bl STUFF LIKE THIS IN P y
BEETLEBURG J
SOMETIMES. 47

11 J,_'/gé,

IT'S ALWAYS BE
TO DISABLE IT
PERMANENTLY BEFORE
YOU DIG IN.

.-‘-‘;
sT

OH, DON'T
WORRY, IT'S
NO TROUBLE/!

IN FACT, Now
THAT YOU'RE
HERE— s

| WON'T
WASTE SUCH A

GREAT
OPPORTUNITY!

WELL, YOU
DD SAY IT
MIGHT BE

b DANGEROUS.




SO, MAY | ASK
AN IMPERTINENT
QUESTION?

DO YOU HAVE A
BOYFRIEND
[ WAITING FOR YOU IN 1%
MECHANICSBURG? 4

I'™M TOLD |
HAVE FAMILY
THERE.

| DON'T CARE
WHAT YOU
HEARD, BUT WE
WEREN'T—

WE WEREN'T
ANYTHING! HE WAS
PROBABLY JUST

DISAPPOINTED THAT
= HE WOULDN'T BE ABLE
TO DRAG ME BACK TO
THE BARON IN
CHAINSS

AND WHAT
BUSINESS IS IT
OF YOURS,

¥ BUT...BUT
WHAT DID HE

MEAN BY

THATR!
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ANY
BOYFRIEND
ANYWHERER

NO. NOT
ANYWHERE. /

WELL, WHEN
I'M UP ON THE
You, TO KNOW |
— DON'T HAVE TO
KEEP ONE EYE
ouT—

FOR SOME
JEALOUS GUY
JUMPING UP
ONSTAGE AND
CAUSING
TROUBLE.

AND YES,
IT H4S

HAPPENED.

“"BECAUSE THAT
MADBOY FROM THE
AIRSHIP THAT CAME TO
GET YOU— HE SEEMED
AWFULLY UPSET
WHEN WE TOLD HIM
YOU WERE DEAD."

“AND I'D
HEARD—"

um—NO, YOU
DON'T HAVE TO
WORRY ABOUT
THAT.

¥ THEN | CAN ¢
ACT LESS AND




" YES, AND \ '
f KLAUS KEEPS \ .
HIS DIGNITY: o

OR TRIES TO. THAT'S YOLYE @Ot
' WHAT MAKES
HIM FUNNY. g BALANCE.

SURE! | PLAY
PUNCH IN THE

!
SHOW. OH; YAH! VE

SEE DOT IN
TOWN!

YEP! BIG:,
SLOW AND
STUPID,

FROM THE ER, ACTUALLY,
MAN WHO IT'S GLUE; WE'RE
REPAIRING —

DOT'S FINE!
SMELLS

OH: YAH. HYU
GOTS HIM ALL
WRONG/

VE CAN HELP
HYU DERE, VE
ANEW HIM!

WE SHOULD

YOU'RE PART Y \woRrK OUT SOME
OF THE SHOW ROUTINES.

NOW, EH?

YAH! BUT &
Lors SURE! VERY |
SCHMARTER! [ GOOD AT (8
MAKING DE Y

OH: YAH. HE
= VOS KIND TO
- ( everyBoDy.

THAT'S— ) UND HE VOS
, SOCH A
EN?ZEMAM’

MATTER VOT
/ HAPPEN; ALVAYS
VIT DE

MEESTER
PONCH VOS
AMAZING!

STRONG
AS AN OX/

IT MAKE ME SO\
MAD VEN PIPPLE . [ DIDN'T HE
N scHTUPID—~ T P

JUST CAUSE
HE VOS SO BEEG
AND COULDN'T i

YAH! ' LE BUILD VERY
AMUZING TOYS

LIGHTER i/ FOR DE ORPHAN
CHEELDREN!

MOSTLY TINK
ALL CONSTRUCTS
IZ SCHTUPID.
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PAYNE—I'VE SEEN
YOU CONVINCE
BAND/ITS TO CONTRIBUTE
TO THE AC7TOR’S
RETIREMENT

THERE'S A
REASON THERE
ARE NO JAGERS IN
PEOPLE
THE g%&go‘”“ﬁ REALLY HATE
. THEM.

YOU COULD
HAVE GOTTEN RID
OF THEM IF YOU'D
WANTED TO,
BUT YOU

W) O/DN'T.

q g;\ -
YOU'RE :
DEAR. EXPECTING MORE
TROUBLE FROM
THE PRINCE...

AND YOU THINK
HAVING THEM
ALONG MIGHT HELP
DISCOURAGE :

THAT'S VERY |
CLEVER FOR A |
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ERGO, YOU'RE

UP TO YOUVE GOT A NI

REASON, BUT
- YOU DIDN'T TELL
ME. .

SOMETHING.

THE ONLY TIME N
YOU DON'T TELL ME
IS WHEN YOU THINK |

| IT'S DANGEROUS. 44

SHELTERED
NOBLEWOMAN—

THE THOUGHT OF
EXPERIENCING
PHYSICAL HARM LIKE

ITI1Z ZO M/IZE
VEN MARRIED
PIPPLE TOK TO
EACH ODDER.

AND THEN |
HAVE TO DAMAGE
ONE OF THE
GOOD FPANS,

BY SMACKING N
IT AGAINST YOUR
THICK, COMMON £

UNTIL
YOU TELL

BALAN'S
GAP’ \WE HAVE TO
GO THROUGH
BALAN'S GAP/

UND NOW |
TINK HYU
SHOULD TOK

VITOUT DE




HOO,: SURE, UND FOR A
IT SOUND LIKE NIZE DOLL LIKE
> AHYU, NE HELP VIT
ALL K/NDS OF
TINGS!

VOT? HO YAZ, : w ; ' F f

GOTS TO BE i . . b J\é:[m

SUBTLE IN FRONT UF : ’ MUSICAL!
DE HAITCH-OH-ZEE HYU & | WAS HOPING

TG TR CUT [T WAS
AR UNKED!

YOU SAID IT
WAS JUST TO
KEEP HER
BuUsy’

WRONG/ | DON'T
CARE/ IT'S
B seauTIFUL!
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AND I WAS \
THINKING MAYBE
A KIND OF...

A KIND OF
BALL COVERED
IN LITTLE
MIRRORS
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h,
N NOW, THIS IS
| PRACTICALLY WS JusT A BASE
\ UNHEARD OF. f ) REFURBISH.

WITH MORE
CLOCKWORK |
CAN ADD MORE
INSTRUMENTS:,

SOME LITTLE
SINGING
AUTOMATA.

SHOULD GO SEE
WHAT SHE
WANTS. MISS CLAY, |
THINK YOu’'pD
BETTER COME
ALONG.

7 IT'S COMING

FROM
MOXANA'S

& WAGON.




[/ I'M SURE N\
KROSP TOLD
YOU ABOUT

HAVE HEARD THE
SILVERODEON.

e E HUM. 74 L
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DEVICE.

SHE USES
THAT ONE FOR
HERSELF.

MOXANA
USED TO PLAY
DOZENS CF

| HAVEN'T R
SEEN HER USE
THE CARDS IN /

AGES. A

AND—YOU X
WANT ME TO
RELPA/R YOU.




om— =
DID—DID YOU e ‘_-

LET'S oEE 1M ( o I ANOW THIS 15 A )
sy > L Ly
{\ WRONG. / ' 1 f b e - I

7 1DID. I'M 3
IMPRESSED THAT )8

f MASTER USED TO
TALK ABOUT THEM
ENDLESSLY.

BEAUTIFUL.
YOU'D NEVER
KNOW SHE WAS
OVER 200
YEARS OLD.
=

THERE ARE
_ S7/LL SOME
: THINGS WE JUST
W ..ACTUALLY, QES CAN'T
I'M NOT SURE P DUPLICATE.

| COULDN'T
SEE ANYTHING
OBVIOUSLY

WE USED TO °
HAVE ANOTHER
CLANK LIKE
MOXANA.
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MOXANA AND
TINKA WERE "
ORIGINALLY PART F
OF A SET OF §
NINE—

MOXANA IS
ONE OF THE
STORM KING'S
MUSESR/

MosT HA "Q

BEEN

DISMANTLED.

THE GREATEST
SPARK OF THE
TIME— =
FOR THE
GREATEST A/ING
OF ALL T/ME

“THEY
SURVIVED THIS
WAY FOR OVER

A HUNDRED
YEARS.

= WHAT THEY
N were
DESIGNED
TO DO."

CEVERYONE
WANTED TO
STUDY THEM."

“"BUT VAN
RIUN'S WORK IS
SO DEL/CATE—"

“THAT EV‘:N A
MASTER WAS MORE

IT THAN LEARN
ANYTHING ¥

BUT—THEY N
WERE LOS7/ /

*Fresco from the west interior Lympandm,
Tarsus Hal, Transylvania Polygnostic Univeristy

“BUT TRAVEL
HAS ITS OWN
DANGE,

| FOUND TINKA

SO THE
REMAINING

MUSES ESCAPED I
INTO HIDING. £

PART OF A
TRAVELING

‘.

BEFORE THE
HETERODYNES,
FAKE “MUSES"
WERE COMMON

ENOUGH IN SHOWS
LIKE MINE.

AND MOXANA IN A
WRECKED WAGON, AND
THEY JOINED AfY SHOW."
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"AND THEN, THREE
YEARS AGO, WE WERE
ON OUR WAY THROUGH
STURMHALTEN, WHICH SITS
RIGHT ON BALAN'S GAP."

“LOTS OF
N LoosE CASH.”

“OF COURSE,
BEING THE RULER, IT'S
STILL WITHIN HIS POWER
TO CONFISCATE...WELL...
ANYTHING, REALLY."

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

“THE LOCAL
RULER IS PRINCE
AARONEV VI."

“HE USED TO
BE A MAJOR
PLAYER AS A

BUT WHEN
WULFENBACH
ROLLED THROUGH, HE
SUBMITTEDR QUIETLY.

HE'S BEEN A [0FS
GooD LITTLE [B==

“THERE HAD
BEEN SANOW, AND
MOXANA HAD BEEN

LEFT IN HER

WAGON."

Y| SUPPOSE

THAT'S WHY THEY
DIDN'T TAKE HER

AS WELL.

“THERE WAS...

| NOTHING WE |

CouLp pDo."




“THE MUSES
WERE RENOWNED g
AS MIRACULOUS,

BEAUTIFUL

MACHINES—

BUT FEW
WOULD BELIEVE
|l THAT THEY WERE
il TRULY AWARE.”

IT WOULD
CERTAINLY BE
EAS/ER TO CREATE
MACHINES THAT
MERELY S/IMULATE
EMOTION.

8 THIS IS WHY
WE'RE CROSSING
THE MOUNTAINS

THIS EARLY IN THE

"IN THE YEARS THAT
TINKA HAS BEEN GONE;
MOXANA HAS BECOME LESS
AND LESS RESPONSIVE.

USUALLY SHE
STAYS ABSORBED
IN HER OWN
PRIVATE GAME.
RECENTLY: SHE
HAS SHUT DOWN
FOR DAYS AT A TIME;,
SOMETIMES AS LONG
AS A WEEK.

EVEN IF HER
GRIEF IS ARTIFICIAL,
IT IS DESTROYING

DOCTOR ©
BEETLE IS
DEAD. /

I'M SORRY,
BUT IT'S

IF | CAN GET

HER TO 74RSUS \

BEETLE AT
TRANSYLVANIA

| WAS HIS
STUDENT BEFORE
| WAS ON CASTLE

POLYGNOSTIC— /8

WULFENBACH.
WELL—

HE CAN'T

NO ONE
KNOWS MORE
ABOUT THE
MUSES THAN 3
PO, DAMN. BUT
YOU WERE HIS
STUDENT?

HE'S NOT
SOMEONE |
ACTUALLY TRUST,
BUT I'VE RUN OUT
OF IDEAS.

MOXANA
WANTS—

WHATS!
THAT'S
RIDICULOUS!

HOW CouULD /
POSSIBLY HOPE TO
DUPLICATE THE WORK
OF ONE OF HISTORY'S
GREATEST SPARKS?

WORK WHICH
NO ONE ELSE
HAS BEEN ABLE TO
"\ EQUAL IN THE LAST
S TWO HUNDRED

YOU'D HAVE
YEARSF

VAN RIUN'S
NOTES.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



¢ RIGHT/ TVE
P ot s1¢ TDEAS
FOR HOW TO
IMPROVE THINGS

ALREAD)’.._
[ AnD THAT'S f

) SHOULD BE
INCAPABLE OF

\ FEELING PAIN.
e A ] b/

" YOU'VE BEEN OH, VELL, ’ =
/ AVOIDING ME HYU VOl - NTe
\ EVER SINCE YOU | KNOW— 288 PRETTY GURL
J JOINED UP, BUT [§ N o LIKE—

NOW WE MUST . .

»  TALK?

WHAT'S
HAPPENED? |

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



7 AND THAT'S N
QUITE ENOUGH
_ OF THAT. 4

y THESE

[ PECPLE DO
NOT KNOW...
WHO | AM.

VE
UNDERSTAND;

{ HE TINK

L

HYU 1Z

HYU IZ GOINK TO
MECHANICSBURG.

55

COUNTRY VIT LITTLE

TRAVEL THROUGH
DANGEROUS

PROTECTION.

HYU VANT A
NIZE, BOR/NG
JOURNE

Y.

/ MEESTER °
PAYNE, AE VANT
A NIZE BORING
JOURNEY, TOO.

HE GOTS
DOT FANCY
== AMAG/C DOLL
\ HE VANT TO

KEEP HID.

YAH: DEY'Z ALL
AFRAID SHE GET
STOLEN UND TEK
APART, LIKE HER

SHE 1Z KLENK, IF
SHE GET BROKEN, IT
CHUST DE SAME AZ

 DYING, YAH?

VE |1Z TOO
CLOSE TO THE CITY
NOW TO GO BECK
VITOUT LOOKING

SUSP/C/oUS.

BUT MEESTER
PAYNE: HE'Z A
SCHMOT GUY, HE

2 ] GOTS A GOOT
'3 .

PAYNE: HE
TINK DOT PRINCE BUT #¥U 1Z

t OUR
MISTRESS.

TOY FROM DE
CIRCUS:
HE MIGHT s
COME LOOKING ‘
TO SEE VOT ELSE
DEY GOTS.

HYU GOTS
TO SAY IT'Z

‘m
YOU ALL SEEM DOT I1Z A
REMARKABLY ON GooT
\ 707 OF THIS. QVESTION.

&

SOMETIMES
i VE VONDER.

ARE YOU
SURE YOU'RE
JAGERKIN?

HAFF ALL
DOSE GUYS VIT
DE BARON GONE WHY DID YOU
SOFT OVER DE

LEAVE THE

v
OR HAFF VE f‘.;
SHARPER BECAUSE |
VE LEAVE DE GROUP 4

IT VOS—IZ—
\ DE HARDEST
[ TING EVER FOR A
@ JAGER TO DO.
- A '.r'-—‘.‘
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HE NEEDED

VEN DE BARON S
OFFERED US... W
il EMPLOYMENT—

4

VE KNEW
VE HAD TO
TAKE IT.

MUCH AS VE
NEEDED HIM.

LEAVE DE GROUP; p
GO OUT INTO PE

UND NOT
7, RETURN
| UNTIL VE FIND

§ De UAGERKIN N
KEN SAY VE HAD v
NOT ABANDONED I

) OUR MASTERS.

BECAUSE OV

us—

'CAUSE NOW
VE GETS TO
GO BECK.
(sniff) B
- NEFFER—| |
NEFFER /
THOT—

=

2

—
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Us, BUT NOT As &=

BUT DE :
GENERALS KNEW
VE HAD TO KEEP (=
LOOKING FOR DE A

SUSPECTED DOT \

1€ VOULD NOT B SO DEY ASK %
e WD DO FOR A BUNCH OV

A HIGH PRIOCRITY .\

R For DE BARON. AR VO4

NO MATTER
HOW LONG IT

VE ANEW IT
NOS SU/C/DE

HETERODYNES
\ VERE GONE. S
' : VE vouLD ‘=i
NEFFER BE ABLE
TO COME BECK.

BARON VOULD
PROTECT DEM

M T

P_h

UND NOW
HERE AYU
SHOW OpP—

UND SPOIL
ALL OUR

VE HAFF |
MISSED




< i
YOU REALLY COME NOW,
THINK THIS IS AB. IT'S F4AR TOO - LR e
GOING TO LATE TO SAY 0. o v ./ WELCOME
ANYTHING OTHER Al L gL | To BALAN'S
THAN “YES." S ! B GAP.

|/ THERE'S A TEN
CASTLEMARK
A TOLL FOR USE OF
& THE PASS— THAT'S
A PER
WAGON.

7 WILL YOU BE
Wl STOPPING IN

TOWN? ‘
)

» VNOT'S DE
HOLDUPR

BARON'S =

- -
7 OH/ YOU'RE \W -
ONE OF 'TH ’f

NAH—DEY'S ’ W: ¥

fou r
JUST GOIN' OUR O\ NUH-UAH! J
VAY AND DEY'S | 7 I'M SHUNTING -,
ey YOU TO THE =4 GET YOU THROUGH
e \ OFF/C/AL LANES. /== TOWN R/GHT
IT'S BEEN A &
GREAT

BUT SURELY
THE PRINCE COULD
8\ GET THEM WHERE
s THEY'RE GOING

é-v -
e W/ |F WE COULD
LEAVE THEM
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TopAY'S §
REPORT,
SIR.

AN UNUSUALLY
LARGE PARTY OF
TA/LORS THROUGH
THE COPPER

’ HM.
CHALLABURG
IS CELEBRATIN
THE FEAST OF
SAINT FINNEMEDE

EARLY THIS
\  YEAR... WHAT
A

VERY
GOOD; YOUR
HIGHNESS.
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A FIGHT WITH
RATHER AMUSING
CONSEQUENCES AT
THE RUSTED
SWAN—

AGAIN?

MM. TELL THE
LANDLORD THAT HE
IS TO STOP TRYING
TO MAKE CHANGE IN
BASE EIGHT,

OR HELL o
PAY HIS TAXES | |
IN BASE ONE,

HIGHNESS.

PID You

4
GOoD

A mAVEz/N

HM? WHAT
IS IT,
ARTACZ?

OH: AND A PARTY OF
THE BARON'S JAGERS
WHO HAVE ATTACHED

/ THEMSELVES TO A

TRAVELING HETERODYNE |
SHOW. THEY WERE
SHUNTED TO THE

OFFICIAL LANE.

HM.
PERTIODICALLY
KLAUS FOISTS A FEW
OF THEM ONTO
TRAVELERS.

IT LETS HIM
ASSESS THE
SAFETY OF THE
ROADS AND KEEPS
THEM OUT OF HIS
HATR.

WELL I
CERTAINLY DON'T
WANT ANYTHING
TO DO WITH
THEM.

IF THAT'S
AlLL, YOU

gk 2

HETERODYNE



A COMMAND
PERFORMANCE!

ND HE VERY \ &

KAKINDLY SENT

THE JAGERS ON

JUST LIKE
WE ASKED.

ENOUGH. WELL,
WE'LL KEEP
MOXANA OUT
OF SIGHT:

| WAS THINKING
THE SOCKET
WENCH OF
PRAGUE.

UM...THAT
ONE'S A BIT
\ R/SQPUE, DON'T
A YOU THINK?

SIR—THERE'S
A NOTE FROM
THE PALACE.

THE PRINCE
WANTS A

ENOUGH,
DEAR. IT WAS A M\

vl

GOOD PLAN.

AND JUST
GIVE HIM A
GOOD SHOW.

WENCH OF
PRAGUE."

SPECIFIC SHOW.
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OKAY—
NOT SO GOOD

AT LEAST WE
HAVEN'T BEEN
SEARCHED.

IT DOES SEEM
THAT ALL HE
REALLY WANTS
IS TO SEE A4
SHOW.

YEAH—IT'S <

NOT YOUR FAULT

THE PRINCE WAS /8

AND WE GOT N

TO REPORT TO
SOMEONE ABOUT
PASSHOLDT.

YESSIR. THEY
MIGHT EVEN RUN
US OUT OF TOWN

TONIGHT.

TERRIBLE
PLAN.

IT WOULD
HAVE BEEN
IRRESPONSIBLE;
DELAYING
THAT.

SAY...NOW
THAT'S A GOOD




IT'S A BIT

I'M NOD. THE
CARETAKER.

'LL SHOW
YOU WHERE
EVERYTHING

s NO—YOU GIOVANNI

5 CAN'T HAVE MIRANDOLA'S
SEEM TO GET “OUNGH ORATION ON THE

A LOT OF DELIVER— DIGNITY OF WERE YOU
THINKING P

WELL, OF

WORD OF COURSE,
THE PRINCE
HATES A

BORING SHOW.

i IS.
LONG AS

YOU KEEP THE
PLACE
CLEAN.

LOOKS LIKE
YOU DON'T GET A
LOT OF SHOWS

AROUND HERE.
UP. WORD

GETS
AROUND.

V\THAT'S | THAT SLOW
THE ROYAL BIT IN ACT
Box_n p L '.-'- THREE?

TOOK ME
MONTHS TO

THAT LAST
SHOW...

[
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AH—TARVEK. |
WAS BEGINNING
TO THINK YOU
WEREN'T
COMING.

WHERE IS

IT'S GOOD

TO SEE YOU

SO HAPPY:
FATHER.

I'VE BEEN
WORR/ED FOR
YOU OF LATE.

THEY MOST
CERTAINLY _

KNOW YOU
HAVE GIVEN
YOUR 4LLS

YOU KNOW
SHE'S NOT KEEN
ON THESE

SHOWS.

THANK YOU,
MY BOY.

YES: THIS
SHOW IS A
WELCOME
CHANGE OF

PACE.

QUITE A BIT/
AN EXCELLENT
MAGICIAN— WOULD HAVE

LIKED, I'M

HILAR/OUSLY \

kL BAD MIDGET IN

~4 A CAT SUIT.
2052

B\ LEFT HOLES IN
A THE STAGE.

OH, YES. | N
SEE WHERE THE

LAUGHING SO \J
HARD | COULD

! CONFESS, SON;
L.

| HAVE FELT
FOR SOME TIME
THAT OUR TASK
MAY BE... _
IMPOSS/BLE.

WE HAVE /
LOOKED FOR f,
SO LONG.

COULD SAY YOU
WERE D/SLOYAL,

KNEEL, YOU
MISERABLE

MISTRESS WERE
HERE: SHE'D
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Ho!
. THE GIRL
THAT WAS 115 THE — THEY'VE GOT
PLAY, OF  PLAYING
LUCREZIA

CERTAINLY
HAS A
COMMANDING
VO/CE, DON'T

LOOK AT THE
AUDIENCE!
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No! BUT LOOK
IMPOSS/BLE! AT THE

METERS/

THE
HARMONICS
MATCH
PERFECTLY!




— ——
WE HAVE : RIS
GO7 TO DO 3 N IF / CAN
THAT ONE : N — PLAY ONE OF
MORE OFTEN! 4 iy ¥, THE GREASE
— : ) MONKEYS?
DON'T BE \
RIDICULOUS.

THE
CATFIGHT IN
THE GREASE

VAT ALONE—

" AUDIENCE o ; : -
WAS KIND OF 154 WOULD GET Y ; savs you! @
WEIRD— / Us JA/LED THAT MANIAC
ANYWHERE EAST | SHOT AT ME/
ESPECIALLY (M} Wy AR/ OF BUCHAREST. 4
DURING THE ’ V/AD IR e A i
FIRST ACT. BUT
STILL...

| WAS
WORRIED THA

Y SOPHIST/-
CATED, BUT
AGATHA DID

\ JUST FINE/

" — ‘I 2 , —AND WHEN CALM DOWN,
YES, WELL. | X = _ | ASKED HIM IF AGATHA. YOU S
S, N eiEs
ONLY HAD HER I - w&%rczﬁﬁ ﬁ - DD GOOD. BUT I'M R
REHEARSE HER h NOT SURE
' / WHAT | D/D.

P His HIGHNESS

WISHES TO
[ conveyHis
PLEASURE IN YOUR
PERFORMANCE.

& =

>L
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THE ROYAL
FAMILY WAS SO
TAKEN WITH THE
YOUNG LADY WHO
PLAYED
LUCREZ/A—

THAT THEY
HAVE

REQUESTED HER
PRESENCE AT THE

PALACE FOR
SUPPER




| USE THAT N

ONE TO KEEP ME

! VAGUELY WITH W\ ouT OF TROUBLE
EVERYTHING. . = ]

. o il E‘o
coMMIT TO Y| \ Ve, BRING IT
B NOTHING. - -

/ NO NEED TO , | 2 /
[ MAKE THINGS ? gy O T/ TELL HiM

EASY IF HE'S...
LESS THAN A
GENTLEMAN.

PEOPLE KEEP
GIVING ME

/ wweep you Y T UNFOLDS \

ouT oF A W NO 5;,« BUT | THINK A
) W B \
\7eousiere ll L9CPCR Y 2 voune N N ) SMALL DEATH RAY
CELL DOORS, A SPOILING THE - e
B \\ OK42 [\ MOOD. \ -
A el

4
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MUST BE THE

LOVELY MADAME
OLGA.

HIGHNESS! / l'_("

| BROUGHT =5
THE YOUNG

LADY AS -
PR cWIFTLY AS I—

MY ROYAL
FATHER INSISTED
THAT / MEET THE

YOU MAY
LEAVE US. /
SHALL ESCORT

CIRCUS. OF
COURSE.

ENJOYED YOUR ESPECIALLY
PERFORMANCE— THE CHASE SCENE
IN THE NOVICES'
QUARTERS.

MY, WHAT A'S
BEAUTIFUL
SPINET!

AH...
AND HAVE YOU THANK YOU.
BEEN WITH THE
CIRCUS LONG,
MADAME?

/ SOMEHOW IT
SEEMS LIKE
f MY FATHER
AND SISTER WILL
BE JOINING US
MOMENTARILY.

YOU MUST AND WHY

FORGIVE OUR ) Il 2/P You

INFORMALITY. A" LEAVE? A

7 2 I’ I P iy o ’

7 ///)f/j‘,/..‘l;j‘ 4 | "

IT'S JUST A @ | SUPPOSE... | iﬂ ‘733[- |
SMALL, FAMILY 48 =
MEAL TONIGHT. _ > :

GOT CARRIED
> AWAY.

| WOULD VERY MUCH
LIKE TO HEAR YOU PLAY
SOMETHING. PERHAPS
AFTER DINNER.

PLEASE,
BROTHER—

SAVE THE -
FLIRTATION FOR -

DESSERT. IT WILL GO
WELL WITH THE
CHEESE.
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FOR DINNER
ITSELF: | REALLY
MUST INSIST ON

INTELLIGENT
CONVERSATION.

(Q)E\ MY SISTER.

R
2 =T J 4
" ANEVKA,
DEAR, THIS IS
MADAME OLGA.
FROM THE
CIRCUS.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

OF COUPS'RGOTTEN e B

MASTER PAYNE'S NAME. OF COURSE |

CIRCUS OF SHE WOULD KNOW
ADVENTURE/ ABOUT TINKA/!

EXTRAORDINARY!
THEN IT IS TO YOUR
WONDERFUL CIRCUS
THAT | OWE MY LIFE.




“AN— -y [ "NOTHING WORKED,
| EXPER/IMENT OF Ay & el AND THE STRESS WAS
MY FATHER'S ¢ - DRIVING HER INTO
WENT WRONG. 3 = MADNESS.”

1y sisTER WAS
DYING. | TRIED
EVERYTHING."

‘THEN A 9
AND THERE, TREATED
s’ﬁé’f‘é‘m AS JUST ANOTHER
E SIDESHOW NOVELTY,

ALONG. WAS A VAN RISNIY

A

X BELIEVABLE!"

WELL; |
TOOK IT. | WAS ABLE TO REVERSE-
; PROUD OF THAT, = ENGINEER ENOUGH OF
BUT TIME WAS ' VAN RIUN'S DESIGN THAT
RUNNING - | COULD BUILD ANEVKA A
WORKING BODY."

THE CIRCUS, BUT BY
THEN THEY'D QUITE
| SENS/BLY LEFT TOWN."
2 =a D — s |

i FOR A BOY |}
E WHO KEPT
BUTTONING
HIs SHOES ||
TOGETHER. M
S ™ 5 { L y ONCE AGAIN
- . A ¢ ; o MY FATHER
e ® ’ AS YOU CAN ENTERS TH
& : SEE, SHE STILL B STORY.
e °® A NEEDS WORK.
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TINKA! WHY
HAVE YOU LEFT
THE LAB?

I=1-1 HEARD—
SERVANTS

:.“ 1 MA-MA-
E L\ MASTER PAYNE'S
S r CIRCUS

e YEslr TlNKA‘ ' VOL’K: ~ - - o
I = I e
VLL BE THERE ) pc Liem y AS YOU CAN ' BuT THERE IS

SOON. SEE, SHE CAN | coum s
- BACK TO MY L “HeALK AND SOMETHING
CAN—WOULD j
YOU LIKE TO SEE
ME DANCER

W - FEEL
LIKE | OWE

THAT SOUNDS Ny N 3
FOOL/ISH— TO FEEL . ol 7 oue
OBLIGATED TO L : il ALONG, MY
A...A GLORIFIED : \ LADY. NS
CLANK. ) /) \ PA-PA-PAYNE'S
| CIRCUS IS HERE
HERE HERE—

MASTER PAYNE

BELIEVES THEY
WERE AMOLE THAN
(\ UUST CLANKS. )
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—BUT WHY
CAN'T YOU JUST
ANALYZE—

| KNEW THE
LADY YOU PLAY:
YOU KNOW.

HAVE YOU
KNOWN ALANY
SPARKS?

ENOUGH,
DAUGHTER.

il DISCUSSION IS
FINISHED.

OH! I—AH—I
HOPE | HAVEN'T
GIVEN
OFFENSE.

ITS...HARD TO
REMEMBER THAT
WE PLAY REAL
PEOPLE.

WELL, | GREW
UP IN

BEETLEBURG—

SO WE SAW
DR. BEETLE A

|
ASSISTED
IN HIS LAB

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

FATHER, MAY |
PRESENT MADAME
OLGA, OF MASTER

PAYNE'S CIRCUS OF

ADVENTURE.

PLEASE BE
SEATED:, MY © WE VERY
MUCH ENJOYED
YOUR
& PERFORMANCE.

NONSENSE,
MY DEAR.
YOU CAPTURE
HER
PERFECTLY.

IN FACT, YOU
SOUND JUST
LIKE HER.

REMARKABLE,
REALLY.

7 OH, AND | SAW
[ THE BARON A BIT
A WHEN | WAS ON
CASTLE
| WULFENBACH.

BUT | HAD TO
RUN AWAY WHEN
EVERYBODY FOUND /
OUT | WAS A {
HETERODYNE. N




THAT WAS Y ALL THOSE
REALLY A YEARS OF AND | NEVER | GUESS THEY (THAT —IF THEY

READING - COULD HARDLY SOUNDS SO ° WERE TRYING TO

SHOCA 4 | creropyne  SONNECTED MY ) KEEP CALLING ME . ODD) A HIDE ME) NOW,
STORIES... SUARDIANS WITH AGATHA COULD THEY?
w . SPUNCH AND JUDY" ;

FROM THE BOOKS. HETERODYNE—

/. OF COURSE,
| THEY'D CHANGED
THEIR NAMES.

17 | USE THEIR ngale 'y ' LA e ..| GUESS
_ : ; (2 SR e/ \ ! HE WAS
NAg!E'_‘I:SO' ;%U /1, W b e =7 DISAPPEARED  FroM THE
KNOW—AGATHA . Y ] " | A LONG TIME , STORIES,

AND /A A IT'S JUST BECAUSE OF

BUT NOW -
SPARK. _ 1UAT NOTHING = THAT LOCKET | N /muars orr, e V) NOT THAT |

OF MINE EVER UNCLE BARRY - STUFF | BUILD IS HAVE MUCH TO
BEFORE— ME WEAR. L WORKING.

IT TURNED
OUT TO BE ! \
SOME KIND OF : ' WULFENBACH
. DEVICE— THAT MADE IT WAS SCARY,
REALLY HARD TO ‘

THINK.

..MOSTLY | WAS HE HAD ALL
WORKING WI KINDS OF GREAT BUT AFTER
‘ BiRgN’:E;rgNTHE THINGS IN HIS EVERYTHING | THINK HE'S
GILGAMESH LAB. S THAT HAPPENED, PROBABLY JUST
: : AS BAD AS HIS /

ALTHOUGH
HE COULD USE
A GOOD DEATH

WRONG WITH
; HiM?

THOUGHT HE
LIKED ME AT THE
TIME—
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‘-.r' "
BUT HE W4S N0
PRETTY AMAZING Y\
WHEN HE HELD OFF
| ALL THOSE SLAVER /o

WASPS— L
SO | cCouLD
BUILD THOSE
ELECTRIC _
SWORDS, YOU
B KNOW.

Al WONDER WHY "8
THEY ALL GOT OUT OF
THE WAY WHEN | TOLD

THEM TO LIKE THAT?

Y| SUPPOSE In&
'LL NEVER SEE [0
HIM AGAIN... |

IF I'M

AND THIS
IS A SIMPLY
LOVELY

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

| KIND

OF LIKED Sul St

BELIEVED IN
ME RIGHT
NOBODY AWAY.
W EVER REALLY
TREATED ME LIKE
| WAS SAL4RT
b, BEFORE.

hm. | THINK |
USED A BIT

\ 700 MUCH

| GUESS IT

DOESN'T
MATTER NOW;

ANYWAY,

SINCE MY
FRIENDS IN
THE CIRCUS

TRICKED

HiM—

AND NOW
HE THINKS I'M




I HAVE
EVERYTHING
PREPARED!

SHOULDN'T
WE—AH—SEND

BAH! THE
OTHERS DIED évg’;”f CT‘_T.EEE
BECALISE THEY VARTABLE AND
WERE NOT
HER! 1T's As
SIMPLE AS

TIME IT WILL

=
|
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Tre—

=) |
!ﬂ“ﬂ%.&
-~ e/ |

FATHER: IF

YOU ARE SURE
A SHE IS THE ONE—

THIS IS A
TERR/BLE
IDEA/

COULD A7LL
HER!

You SHOULD
KNOW THAT

BETTER THAN
ANYONE,

i

. e . g
| __'. - ; 1 .. “.1_
X = 0 9_, \.__
- ' |
AP
. -—.——.-
“ - -
(7"- - / \{“ \
’:- @ —— >
- (
-
0 g




TELL YOUR
BROTHER I'M
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= "’1"
OUR FAMILY
HAS BEEN GIVEN
A SACRED TASK/

I WILL
PROVE THAT I
AM STILL
WORTHY TO
LEAD THE

| DO BELIEVE
HE 1S CORRECT,

THE
HARMONIC THE
READINGS ARE PEOPLE
OBEYED

HER/

' SHE

CONFESSED TO
BEING

LUCREZIA'S )
DAUGHTER! (¢




o tch. THAT WAS
i MY FAVORITE

) TARVEK, DO
ANEVKA, YOU ANOW
WHAT THE HOW MANY GIRLS
HE'sS DESTROYED
IN THAT
MACHINE?

YAND MAKE
NO MISTAKE, HE
\ WOULD HAVE.”

THE ONLY
THING WORSE
WOULD BE IF HE B
HAD ACTUALLY i
SUCCEEDED.

SAY—DID YOU . _ B | HAvE A )
JUST DO THAT | ! OWN USE

DON'T BE |
siLy, &

GIRL. i
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= . 7 WERE YOU

SHE IS, P . AWARE THAT
SIR. -- . THIS “MADAME

: = I\ oLGA" IS A

O\ FUGITIVE—

WANTED BY
BARON
WULFENBACH
HIMSELFR

STILL, IT'S THE PRINCE
AN ILL WIND  HAS SENT YOU
THAT BLOWS THIS REWARD/S

NO ONE ANY
MIGHTY
GOOD; EHP GENEROUS SAYS
I, BUT "NO BLESS
OBLI CHEESE, "
SAYS HE.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

WHY—NO/
| OF COURSE Q

'EVENING, SIR-{ &
ARE YOU THE
MASTER OF THIS

TRAVELING WITH
A “MADAME
OLGAR”

N\

YES: BUT AT
THE MOMENT
SHE'S AT THE
PALACE—A
GUEST OF YOUR

i

YES, THAT'S
JUST WHAT THE
PRINCE TOLD ME
b YOU'D SAY.

f/ WeLL You've '§

8l HAD A Lucky M
ECAPE, SIR. ﬁ

WHAT SHE'S
CAPABLE OF—

/‘& ‘ NO TELLING

»

IF THE 7
| BARON'S

HE ALSO SAYS
THAT, FOR
EVERYONE'S

HE THINKS IT 3
BEST IF YOU AND
YOUR GOOD
PEOPLE LEAVE

ESCORT'S
WAITING.




OF TP
COURSE ¥ BUT

NOT.  quat WHAT WILL
STORY ABOUT B\ WE DO~
A REWARD IS
HOKUM.

THE BARON
THINKS
AGATHA'S
DEAD. |F HE
THOUGHT
OTHERWISE,

AARONEVY
JUST WANTS
us our.

S [ Daren'T
S\ conpLan.

THERE'S A
M/LLION
REASONS WHY THAT
IS NOT GOING TO
WORK.
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WELL, 7HAT
COULD HAVE
GONE WORSE.

WE TURN LEFT AT
MULVERSCHTAG. I

THAT'
ON THE ROAD TO
MECHANICSBURG.

7 ARE YOU
SERIOUSLY
THINKING WE
SHOULD GO

HOSTILE TOWN
\ FULL OF ARMED TO TRY TO
p\ SOLDIERS—  ResCUE A GIRL
FROM A MADBOY'S
FORTRESS?

THREE REASONZ




5 YOUEEN @
gl LISTENING?

.1: { 2
e A
)
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[} ‘nj J b/, YOU'RE g'; IT WOULD BE
RIGHT, OF STUPID TO KILL
HER BEFORE

WHY S WE
COURSE.
HAVE WHAT |" L (Ii g\ WERE SURE.

A ll!'ll;%{;fﬁ?"“@

EEI A«

DON'T BE A
FOOL. WE
 SHOULD TEST IT
! . O WHERE /S
WHAT IS THE ’ THE
D, AMEANING OF PRINCER WHAT ARE -
' YOU MISERABLE &

THISP
CHILDREN =
=1 - S
AH! SPEAK FAING Ty
- OF THE DEVIL '
| AND YOU FIND HER
IN YOUR HAT. -

GoOoD
EVENING,
| LADY VRIN.
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TCH. IT
APPEARS YOU
WERE RIGHT:

HM. MAYBE WHAT \ “TAKE THESE
T NEED TO DO IS AND TWO AND PUT THEM

TSOLATE THE  AMPLIFY THEM. IN THE CELL WITH
COMMAND \ | & THE OTHERS.”

HARMONICS—

[ vswETS |
YOU WiLL : | your HoLy
PAY FOR .

s MY 3
PRISONER.” J
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THIS IS IT.
SORRY IT ISN'T

MUCH— BUT | DOUBT
YOU'LL HAVE TIME
TO GET BORED.

I'™M coLD
AND | WANT
SOME
CLOTHES.

CLEARLY THE
ROYAL CHILDREN

VE STAGED A
N ANEVKA

BELIEVES YOU TO

BE THE HOLY
CHILD. BUT—

WHAT IS ALL
| THIS cH/LD
\  NONSENSE?

I'M E/GHTEEN
YEARS OLD FOR

GOODNESS SAKE! /8
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CRANKY!

DON'T WORRY,
| WAS JUST
HAVING SOME
FUN. HERE—
: PRINCE TARVEK
THOUGHT YOU
MIGHT WANT TO
GET DRESSED.

ME—

/ PREFER
YOU THE WAY
YOU ARE.

KLazmaz

KLAZMA
VRIN?!

ZENGA!

OBUK
VOPPEL?

GEISTER-
DAMEN!

WHAT IS
GOING ON
HERE?

VOLLA CHEER

TEK SMING E’

PURF KLAZMA
VRIN!




W nopLa T, ¥ AARONEV
4 sonn EOTAN, KARST SHEKKA

2 SONA SHURDLU. = ZTN_- FA MEK.

W~ vou were N
y LOCKING FOR A

TWON NIKTIK
"ACTORS!”

WE HAVE LONG A WU WELL, MY AND AS FOR
SOUGHT A CHILD 20 FATHER WAS A ME BEING A
WHO WAS STOLEN p A\ BLACKSMITH. SPARK — A

FROM US. =N

THE CHILD O
LUCREZIA
MONGFISH AND BILL & AN
AND | THINK |
WOULD HAVE
: NOT/CED |F HE WERE

SHE WOULD : A SOME LEGENDARY J
- INDEED BE 18 o HERO.

YEARS OLD. y/
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THE CHILDREN
APPEAR TO BE
TRYING TO RECREATE
THE VOICE OF OUR
GODDESS.

WE PRIESTESSES
ARE ABLE TO
COMMAND OUR

D SERVANTS.

THEY SEEK A
VOICE THAT
WOULD COMPEL
N LS AS WELL—

AND THROUGH
Us, MUCH OF THE
A LADY'S POWER.

WHY, I'D

WHAT IF /
TOLD YOU TO

; KNEEL?

SO HARD—

LADY'S...LESSER /

HAVE TO DO

PROBABLY LAUGH

I'D ONLY
SLAP YOU
TWICE.

AND WHAT -

DOES THAT SHE WAS

WITH AZES ANALYZING A7y

DO | REALLY

SOUND LIKE LIKE YOUR

THE voace
THEY SEEK
S...VERY MUCH
LIKE YOURS.
ESPECIALLY ]
WHEN YoU
ARE ANGRY |
THINK.

A REALLY

GOoOpD
BLACKSMITH.

SO WHAT
 #HaprPENED
\ BACK THERE?

WHAT IS
THIS ALL

Y BUT WE CAN
DISCUSS THIS
: LATER.

%

: BUT EVEN IF
A [ YOU 4RE THE
CHILD WE SEEK—
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A CHILD IS NEVER




CAN YOUR whip g TRUE, THE

LITTLE : b | y THEY ARE i
\ KEEPING US ) ONLY METAL I'NE
DEVICE OPEN Y : e GOT ON ME IS MY

SN\ PRISONER. £ .
DOORS? Nt | AT T _ GlLASSES— 4

Y

o
WELL, YOU A

THEY WOULD \(J
thm,‘ Tf; OTL?GH HARDLY LEAVE
US ANYTHING ) X : .

THE DOCR.

o b USEFUL. ; )

w

OKAY! LET'S ¥
GET OUT OF

..UNFOLDS
INTO A
LOCKPICK.

.
” YOU HAVE NO y 2

/DEA HOW TO . YOu WILL
USE THAT THING, /& : =~ 2 SPEAK WITH 2 NOT AMMOCK™ |

RESPECT., .. OUR QUEST. /£

SCHOOL.

i 2 YEAH, WELL, AN — = <
{ THEY DIDON'T S R
COVER THIS IN | | L/ / h WELL, I'M
HOLY RUGRAT | | "~ _ Y A
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“SINCE THE
BEGINNING OF
ALL THINGS, WE

HAVE SERVED OUR |

- ETERNAL LADY." |—

—_—

“WHEN | WAS A
NOVICE, SHE
VISITED US

FREQUENTLY—"

/ |
SALWAYS IN

THE SAME
LOVELY ASPECT." |1

“WE WERE TO
PROTECT THE
CHILD FROM THOSE
WHOM WE KNEW 1
WOULD COME TO £
lin

STEAL IT."
FAILED.”

0

# —

fd L

L

L “THERE WERE NO
MORE PROPHECIES. IT
WAS THE END OF OUR

WORLD."

a o (order #7702076

*NO MATTER

\ / HOW LONG HER —
\ .
N Vo L ABSENCE FROM T
OUR PRESENCE. (e )
/ i —
= e WE KNEW |7
= — __ | sHEwouLD
- : — | ALWAYS RETURN| ~ ‘\
—— TO Us." %
«* / N =
/\. ) W g kS S
7 \._Z{ r v
“IT WAS THE
"BUT THEN TIVE OF
'55*5 ]: NAE*E;LO “THE PROPHECY—
AT WAR.” EVEN OUR LADY
COULD NOT SEE."
E %
g
/ i ;. :\5
L oA 4 ol \ o
% A A5 AR RN Y '
¢ 3 e g\
) y
" h ~ =
- by : F "...‘_
\\. ~ -
“AND SHE E :
CARRIED THE = “THE GREAT BATTLE
HOLY CHILD.” ~ % WHERE SHE WOULD BE
> TAKEN FROM US."
“AS PUNISHMENT,
. SHE SENT US HERE TO
"WE REBUILT THE SHADOW WORLD—"
OUR TEMPLE AND YAND OUR
'
WAITED MISTRESS AGAIN e,
RETURNED."
i ——
1
f L/ .".
it 4. L N
‘ r £ -
= O 3 +
@x % O “WHERE WE
\ 5 o WERE TO SEEK |
3 \ THE MISSING
A CHILD."
WE ARE STILL N "
SEARCHING... (.
- £yt N“'-; £ =
7 BUT WHAT X - ()
4 & DOES AARONEV v A8
T . HAVE TO DO WITH =
) ; ' ALL THIS? ¥ A
82 1 . P .,.‘ = = )



“IN THIS WORLD, THE LADY
WAS CALLED LUCREZIA
MONGFISH: AND SHE HAD
MANY ALLIES."

“AARONEV WAS
AMONG THE
FOREMOST OF

“"HE PLACED ALL HIS
POWERS, AND THOSE OF
THE SHADOW KNIGHTS HE A
LED, AT HER SERVICE." “AND HE HIMSELF
WAS ENTRUSTED
WITH HER AMMOST
SACRED DEVICES."

THESE."”

| MUST SAY |
HAD NEVER
FULLY...

2
| KNOW THAT
SOME OF HIS

ORDPER GRUMBLED

AT SERVING OUR

LADY. ‘

SHE WAS NOT
THEIR OR/G/NAL
PURPOSE.

WITH THEIR
LEADER GONE; | DO
NOT KNOW WHICH
WAY THE ORDER'S
LOYALTY WILL
TURN.

YOU MIGHT
GET YOUR
WISH.

: BUT HIS
CHILDREN ARE
| THE BIGGEST
_THREAT NOW,

IT WOULD BE
S/IMPLER TO
STAY IN HERE

WE'D HAVE BETTER
LUCK GIVING IT TO
YOUR LITTLE

R\ CONTRAPTION.
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h—- ; o

B vepempry 25

| WASN'T
BEING




- MI-MI-

/ MISS CLAY MUST
COME-COME-

| COME WITH Mg

WHERE ARE
THE
GUARDS?

THEY-THEY
ARE SLEE- SHURDLLU. .
SLEEFPING. . 3% PR
MISS CLAY SMANGA. ‘@";@\\\ ey
: WI-WI-WILL TIK TIK. y g ‘\
\ COME WITH ME G B LN
N-N-NOW.

o4 s

» X
Al g_iMNF?r‘!ﬂ )
._.N ""’42

You-you-
YOU ARE VERY
FAST.

NOW You
WILL SLEEP,

/ : CL-CL-CLAY WILL
S8 CO-COME WITH
(b} ME-ME NOW.
' )L
‘\i;.;‘?ﬂ
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SHE EVEN
BROUGHT ME
|  SOME OF VAN
A\ RIUN'S NOTES!

ISN'T SHE \
MARVELOUSRY/

DOWN TO YOUR
\ CIRCUS—A4LL 8Y
HERSELF— _

Bl BROUGHT HER
HERE TO ME!

Y THE CIRCUS N
N sAlD You WERE

10 FIND S . ) {nl._ =0 &
THE OTHER L/I'M GOING THAT-THAT T\ THEY WERE

MUSES. /1 1O REBUILD was se-geFoRre /' 2" 20 S 2 NEINY BUILT FOR YES: WELL, | N
L/ N\ THEM 4LL/ WE ANEW. THE STORAM | | AM THE STORM )

e WERE MADE . /

( & M k';" FOR-FOR. - ' 1

| DON'T THINK
I'M OLD
ANDRON/CUS
VALO/S
HIMSELF.

BUT | 4Af HIS
DIRECT
DESCENDANT.
THROUGH MY

_ MOTHER.

AND |F YOU
KEEP LOOKING
AT ME LIKE
THAT,

I'LL MAKE YOU
SIT THROUGH THE
WHOLE

GENEALOGY. _
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IT'S QUITE N
THE FAMILY
SECRET.

YOU CAN
IMAGINE WHAT
WOULD HAPPEN IF
IT GOT OUT.

BUT...
APPARENTLY

"SO—FOR
NOW; | WANT
YOU OUT OF

AWAY
FROM MY
SISTER.

| CAN'T DO
ANYTHING
il ABOUT HER
JUST NOW;

| CONSTRUCTED
HER TOO WELL." |

THIS NOTE
WILL GUIDE  wILL ENSURE
THAT YOU ARE 4o
CONVEYED SAFELY
TO YOUR
CIRCUS.

I'VE ALREADY
ARRANGED FOR
THEM TO BE

DETAINED. _

OH DEAR;
THEY'LL BE
WORRIED.

7 BUT NOW;
YOU'D BETTER

GET GOING. /
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HM. | THINK [ N
KNOW SOMETHING
ABOUT HAVING
EXPLOSIVE FAMILY /
SECRETS.

AND FOR
THAT SHE
STILL NEEDS

e |\ ~¢:

" SHOULD BE ABLE ‘
TO DEAL WITH HER 0
PROBLEMS THEN." =

BUT, AS |
WILL BE
SAID; SHE STILL
BeRIOd S NEEDS ME.

WHEN THIS
IS ALL
SETTLED

THAT YOU'LL
COME BACK
AND—AH—HELP ME
OUT WITH THE

WAIT! WHAT
ABOUT THE
GEISTERDAMEN?

GET ME IN
TROUBLE FOR
ONE THING
AT A TIME!

I'LL TAKE

YOU’'RE ON
YOUR WAY. &




MOST
LIKELY
NOT. BUT
HE W/LL
SEN-SEND

V' PRINCE MUST
[ THINK OF WHAT
I\ TO-TO S4¥Y TO

FORGIVE US
FOR TAKING SO
LONG TO FIND
You.
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" THE-THE OLD {
PRINCE IS-1S

COURT IS
A-ASLEEP. 4

MOST SER-

¥ SERVANTS ARE

O\ QUARTER-TER-

TERS.

PRINCE
AGREES—

HE-HE
WILL TAKE
I CARE OF IT.
\ ik

ALL WILL BE
WELL-WELL-
WELL.

STILL, I'D
DEFINITELY
BETTER BE GONE,
THEN.

YOU DIDN'T
HAVE TC DO
THAT!

" AND HOW
DID YOU GET
our?

¥ THE-THERE
W WILL BE-BE
= TROUBLE FROM-
\ FROM THAT .
BARON. 45

BARON

( wuLrensacH?! )

HE's N
COMING




WHERE WAS  MI-ZERN
THIS CREATURE CLAZ—zt—
TAKING You? GET AWA4yY

TARVEK
WANTS ME GONE
BEFORE THE

BARON SENDS
SOMEONE.

GOING TO GET
| YOU OUT SOON,

=
. | ASSURE
OH, | IMAGINE
= _ LEAVE TINKA IT IS AS SHE . YOU, CHILD.
HE WOULD HAVE };‘Eacl:% 5’559 LIKE THIS— [ SAYS—HER PRINCE YOUR sAFETY I LET §
\ TAKEN CARE OF A WILL REPAIR HER, OUR CHIEF usco. &

us, YES. THING. B[ O\ WILL HE NOT? CONCERN.

IF WULFENBACH N S
[ WILL BE INTERFERING A AND YOU X T N fxe :
\ HERE, THEN WE MUST /e MUST GET - b NN q k]

770 BLODET

IT IS NOT SHE
WHO IS IN
DANGER NOW.

THIS ISN'T THERE IS
THE WAY WE - / MORE THAN ONE

WERE GOING. SECRET
__ PASSAGE, I'M

FINE. TELL ME N
WHAT AARONEV

GOT OUT OF
WORKING WITH

./ SUPPOSEDLY,
AT ONE TIME HE
\ LOVED OUR

BUT / BELIEVE < /| BELIEVE THE
THAT HE HOPED TO IGNORANT CALL
USE HER SHK-MAH FOR =, THEM SLAVER
HIS OWN ENDS.
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WAS 7THE
OTHERS,

: / ““iﬁ;}

~ THE OTHER
ATTACKED CASTLE
HETERODYNE AND
\ ATDNAPPED
LUCREZIA.

THAT'S HOW

THE WHOLE
THING

7 NOS |

[ CAN'T BELIEVE

IT!

THIS LOOKS WMl T IS THE
FAMILIAR, 7l CASTLE
SOMEHOW. CHAPEL.

THIS IS
WHERE OUR

PASSAGE IS.

THE OTHER
WAS
RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE
REVENANTS—

-

THE DEATHS
OF

\ 74OUSANDS —

/i

A ﬁ\“\‘_

DESTRUCTION!

4
Lt

WE DO
MUCH OF
OUR WORK
HERE.

7 WE SERVE
b THE
N\ GODDESS.
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HAVE KILLED
ANOTHER ONE.>

g \\ i._ "1-_,"1-3 |
A . S <GET
foia gt s < Her outs>

RREDS> , THE MACHINE
[TSELF THAT IS

VT HAS BEEN N )0 NS/ | () CANOTHER g 7« DUNNO— ‘,
[ A WHILE SINCE |» S = VEGETABLE.> A EAE;MS
\ ONE STAYED = {CAN YOU X LW\ O/FFERENT.> 4

k|| 4 NDERSTAND A

<YOU WILL

LEAVE THE
LADY'S

DEVICES?>
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TE =
EIV
S3E
A\ ...\..H_
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D

O 3
) fﬁ\h]‘ .

UNNERSTAND HO HO! VELL |
VY HE IZ LIKE GUESS HE

KNOWS NOW/
I .

HE HEF NO
[ PROBLEM GUN
INTO DE

" 'SPECIALLY
VEN HE FALL
/Mf

INK HE KNEW
WHAT A SEWER

NO, IT VOS VEN
HYU SAY HE COULD
GIFF HIMSELF A
NO, HE VOS
FINE 'TIL HYU SAY
HE VOULD NEED A

(IO A\ \
MME HIM,
L)
\—
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YOU WILL

: i =T YAH. DE L B
”E‘g,frff,’g‘”‘ o N < STREETS 1Z IS OF COURSE
AGAIN— - ( DESERTED. 1S9uls NOT—THIS IS A
: A : 3 JOR CARAVAN 4
HM. IZ POT TOWN.
NORMAL DESE ~ .
DAYS?

THE NIGHT

MARKET IS

FAMOUS— AND THE RED
\ QUARTER NEVER
L CLOSES.

W OKAY, THE
CASTLE WILL BE
. THIS WAY—

2 HAH, VE &
i VALK IN, VE

; VILL BE
ALK OUTy  ooe oF

., PIROSHKI/!
7

S @

. e '—"1‘"‘!_1‘ S

; S N —1Z HARD
r S ] fad TO GETS DE (@ = '
LI:;AHC;T_!;;JG A 4 ; INSURANCE. \ & N S ABOUT TIME
iy . ) : : : YOU BOYS GOT
HERE.

7 I'VE NEVER

REALLY SEEN b Z
e
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KROSP |

EXPECTED. THE JAGERS

ARE...NOT MUCH
OF A SURPRISE.

BUT YOU,
LARS.

WHAT ARE
YOouU DOING
HERE?

AARONEV IS

DEAD. A LAB

ACCIDENT,
THEY SAY.

THE TOWN IS
IN MOURNING;
WITH NO ONE ON
THE STREETS
AFTER DARK.

IT IS EXPECTED
THAT THE
SON—TARVEK—
WILL BE ACCEPTABLE
TO THE BARON.

(7 2

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

EXPECTED SOMETIME

7 WHY> WELL,
SHE /S A

MEMBER OF THE

SHOW!

l... WE... N
COULDN'T JusT
LEAVE HER. £

WELL, | \
GUESS THERE
ISN'T MUCH
DANGER—

HE HAS BEEN

Y DULY NOTIFIED, AND

AN EMISSARY IS

THIS WEEK. 'S A

TRADITION

™ HERE—WHEN THE [}
‘k OLD PRINCE

DIES—

NO ONE ENTERS
THE CITY: AND NO
ONE LEAVES. NOT

UNTIL THE FUNERAL.
- ¢ THE CASTLE
IS SEALED AS

VOT DO DEY
SAY ABOUT M/Z
AGATHAR

| HAVE NEVER

FELT A TOWN AS

DANGEROUS AS
THIS.

SOMETHING 1S
VERY, VERY

DO YOU KNOW

ANYTHING P

A\ WHAT IS GOING

| CAN TELL
YOU MUCH :
A ABOUT THE ROYAL A

L CVhe FAMILY—

BUT ABOUT A

YOUNG ACTRESS

VISITING THE
PRINCE—

WHISPER.

IT'S AS IF SHE
WERE NEVER
THERE AT ALL.




Y <OH, YOU
DEAR DEAR
GIRLS.>

<I'M SO

PLEASED ‘=N

WITH YOUu/>

CSHH. YES, T
KNOW. AND T
MISSED YOU AS

<"WHEN—WHEN
YOU FIRST SENT
Us HERE—

THE GATEWAY=—
AND MOST OF YOUR
PLANS—WERE
DESTROYED.”>

<"l couLp
NOT REBUILD
Il

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

<NOW, PULL
YOURSELVES
TOGETHER.>

<I NEED YOU
TO BE STRONG.
FOR ME.>

<EVEN /, ONCE
YOUR HIGH
PRIESTESS, HAD
NOT THE SKILLS!>

<BECAUSE /
FAILEDS>

<BUT |
BUILT YOUR
MACHINE.>

<WE WERE
CUT OFF FROM
YOou—>

<l FOUND
THE
CHILD!>

<AND NOW |
CAN BEG YOUR
FORG/VENESS

AT LAST/>

<TO HAVE
YOU BACK AT
LAST!>

<WE HAVE
WORKED SO
HARDL>

<OF
COURSE, MY
LADY.>

LITIS THE N
MARK OF MY

{SURELY I
SENT ADEQUATE
GUARDS.>

<OH: LADY.
IT WAS ONE

OF US/’>




<YES, LADY.
THE N AN

LOREMISTRESS [aw N WL <YES,

. MILVISTLE.> & _:' ' MISTRESS!

/ {SHE...SHE
DOUBTED YOUR
DIVINITY.>

[ were sicNs  JREEEE
A\ THAT SHE DID 4008

WHOM | HAVE MY
) DOUBTS, MY
LADY.> 48

o’ (TRATTORS?

O\ HERETICS?
AMONGST MY

PRIESTESSES?>

<I TRUST / AM
NOT ON THAT
IST: LADY VRIN.>

IT WOULD BE A
TERR/BLE THING )
TO MAR THE 4
RETURN OF THE
B\ MISTRESS— 40

" WITHSUCHA N\ <SH/ZHEAM A SR/ LeT ME BE THE
SA4D M/SUNDER- : ) FIRST OF MANY
STANDING. A , TO OFFER MY

R é\/ _ ATV X SERVICES.
‘ -
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| CAN'T
BEL/EVE IT!

WHY, YOU'RE
LOOKING BETTER
THAN EVER!

AH. YOU CONFUSE JUST LAST
FORGIVE ME WITH MY LATE NIGHT, I'M
ME, MY | FATHER, AARONEV AFRAID.

LADY. WILHELM

AUS FINDING
STURMVORAUS.
= YOUR DAUGHTER

| AM 7TARVEA PRECIPITATED
STURMVORAUS. A..CRISIS OF
FAITH IN MY

SISTER.

.~
FAITHFUL
WILHELM IS
DEADP

| HAVI PRINCE
AL;EASY : TARVEK, LADY
ORDERED - VRIN.
SOME OF YOUR
PRIESTESSES
TO DO JUST

THAT WAS
ALL RIGHT—
WASN'T IT, LADY

VRINZ? /

m}ﬁar.-;ﬁi
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- | SHALL HAVE
8 A suiTe seT UP
- FOR YOU. A@E

vES. WELL, P I'MAFRAID
THERE ARE YOU'LL HAVE TO

HIDDEN PARTS OF STAY OUT OF SIGHT
UNTIL AFTER THE

kAR, ¢ P 8UT SURELY §
TUNERRE: .« THESE ARE
WE CAN'T RISK Nl YOUR LANDS.

THE BARON'S
PEOPLE SEEING BN
_YOU. NOT YET.

YES: LADY. A
FEW YEARS AFTER
HE DISAPPEARED.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

IT'S BEEN §
SO LONG
A SINCE I..

; SINCE | WAS
 REALLY HUMAN,

BUT A BARON
WULFENBACH,
YOU SAY?P
| HAVE BEEN
OUT OF TOUCH 4
Y T
FOR...QUITE SOME P @i

ME BACK.

7 THOUGHT DEAR
KLAUS THE LAST

&

BUTITIS
SAME KLAUS
WULFENBACH OF

VERY HOW MUCH
WELL. sedlliple

KLAUS IS @, 5
HERE. How RN A€ BE:

DROLL.

HAVE A SEAT,
MY LADY.

MAY TAKE A Y
WHILE.




THE AIRSHIP CITY OF

,‘ CASTLE WULFENBACH—
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IT'S ONE
LESS KILLER
LOOSE IN THE
WASTELANDS.
GRANTZ

BROUGHT ANOTHER
ONE IN YESTERDAY:

DIDN'T HE?

I'LL HAVE A
LOOK AT THAT
ONE TONIGHT.

I'M SURE 0
YOU'LL MANAGE ¥
TO DAMAGE
\ YOURSELF 74#/S J
TIME.

AND WHO'D
CARE IF I DID?

ALL THE
STUDENTS EITHER
RAN OFF OR GOT

SHIPPED HOME.

MY FATHER'S
BEEN LOCKED IN
HIS LAB FOR THE

LAST TWO

I'M SORRY,
WOQOSTER.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

| KNOW |
MAKE YOUR
WORK DIFFICULT
FOR YOU.
AND | DO
APPRECIATE
HAVING YOU

IMPRESSIVE,

ALTHOUGH | Y
THINK THAT ONE
ACTUALLY HAD

TIME TO LOOK

WORRIED.

IT WAS TOO
SLOW, EVEN
AFTER I
REWORKED IT.

INDEED. |
DON'T KNOW
WHY YOU
BOTHERED.

YOU'NVE
STILL GOT
ME, SIR.

YOU'RE
ONLY HERE-

AND | a1
CONCERNED FOR
YOU, SIR.
EVER SINCE X
MISS AGATHA
DIED—WELL—

| HAD NOT :
REALIZED THAT THE
TWO OF YOU WERE
SO CLOSER

]
,.
4

HOW YOU TAKE
YOUR 7EA.



BUT...WE
WOULD HANE
BEEN.

DO YOU KNOW,
| HAD RESIGNED
MYSELF TO

BACHELORHOOD. 48

YES: I'LL
NEVER HEAR
THE END OF

THAT.

WOOSTER—DO
YOU KNOW HOW
BOR/NG IT CAN BE
TO BE WITH
SOMEONE—

BUT MISS
CLAY—SHE HAD
THE SPARK.

ey BUT—YOU'RE 3
\ sTiLL Youne.

AND—IF N
YOU'LL FORGIVE |
ME; SIR— ;

IN PARIS YOU

HAD QUITE

5 THE—AH—
\ REPUTAT/ION.

WHO DOESN'T
UNDERSTAND 4
THING YOU'RE

TALKING ABOUTR

WELL, THAT'S
HOW | FEEL 4LL
THE TIME.

| ALWAYS HOPED

I'D FIND—NOT JusT I

SOMEONE TO

I'VE READ
ABOUT FEMALE
SPARKS ALL MY
\ LIFE, BUT EVEN IN “£

AND..SHE N
LIKED ME. SHE

D/D.

l...| BELIEVE |
Lo, sIk.

PARIS,

FOR PITY'S

SAKE— s

JUST FINDING

{ ANY GIRL THAT |
COULD REALLY

WORKING
ON—/DEAS—,

SHE 24N
AwAy, LEAVING
YOU WITH A SL/GHT

CONCUSS/ON.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

| KNOW IT s
WASN'T PERFECT,
BUT WE COULD
HAVE—




AH; ZOING.

BESIDES, WITH
ANY LUCK, WE'LL BE
DONE AND HAVE THEM

OuT OF HERE BEFORE T}

WOOSTER, YOU

GO ON TO THE

LAB WITHOUT
ME.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

D GILGAMESH!

ARE YOU
SER/OUSR/

BETWEEN
MARATHON
SESSIONS IN
YOUR LAB—

" AND YOUR
EXCESSIVE .
DUELING WITH YOU'RE
THOSE DRIVING
CLANKS— YOURSELF TO AN
: EARLY

WELL, T
CERTAINLY CANT
STOP NOW.

THE NEXT FEW
DAYS WILL BE

SHOULD I
JUST LET THEM
DIE SO I CAN

IF YOUR
[ FATHER FINDS
|\ OUT THAT YOou
HAVE THEM—

AND YOU
SHOLULD HAVE
L THOUGHT OF THAT | 2
BEFORE YOU ;
HELPED ME HIDE

MASTER

THE BARON N
DEMANDS YOU
)\ ATTEND HIM— 4

| HAVE
NEVER SEEN
HIM sO
ANGRY!

KEEP
EVERYTHING
STABLE.

GONE FOR
SOME TIME.




GET IN
HERE, YOU

IMBECILE/

BLAZES IS
THAT?!

THAT IS THE
GIRL YOU
_ BROUGHT BACK.,

GIRLP
WHAT GIRL? |
DIDN'T—

NO; IT'S THE
GIRL YOU
TOLD ME WAS

WEEKS OF
CONSTANT
MONITORING/

SET TO DECANT
HER:; AND THIS IS
WHAT I FIND?/
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AM T
SUPPOSED TO FEEL
BETTER BECAUSE

THE HEIR TO MY
EMPIRE-

7
THE CIRCUS... \ \ ' ) =
THeY 7RICAKED [ ; v “JE WAS DUPED

BY A PACK OF
CARNIES?/

~w FORTUNATELY,

4 I DECIDED TO
] ATTEMPT
REVIVAL.

I COUuLD
HAVE USED ANY AND STILL

BRAIN I MADE A PASSABLE
“HETERODYNE."

I WILL TAKE
DUPREE AND

BUT—HER
HEAD WAS—

> VES, THE ' S? \ Gt YOU KNOW
BRAIN WAS A . M 5 WHERE SHE |

TOTAL LOSS. < ey
N BUT EVEN

D WITH JUST A ' IT'S BEEN
WORKING - MONTHS!

W FORGIVE THE
INTRUSION,; HERR
- BARON.

THE EMISSAR | BRING
FROM MOST GRAVE
| STURMHALTEN, /B
==\, HERR BARON. 4

PRINCE
AARONEY OF
A STURMHALTEN IS ¥ A TRAGIC
[ LAB
ACCIDENT—

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



A LAB
ACCIDENT?! AARONEV WAS
THE MOST
\ METICULOUS-

BORIS-I'LL BE LEAVING
FOR STURMHALTEN
IMMEDIATELY WITH THE 7TH
GROUNDNAUT MECHANICAL~

¥ A WING OF
HOOMHOFFERS
| AND TWO BUG

DUPREE IS
TO BE IN
COMMAND.

GOOD, HERR ’

FATHER,
LET ME TALK
BUT SHE'S TO HER. PLEASE.

DONE
NOTHING!

ABSOLUTELY ¢
NOT. THAT FAMILY |
IS UTTERLY /A

) POTSONOUS- A=

Y AND THIS
[ GIRL MAY BE
THE WORST OF
THEM ALL.

THERE IS A
POSSIBILITY THAT
SHE HAS DONE

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

AARONEV WAS =
AlwAYs OF COURSE
LUCREZIA'S THAT'S WHERE

SLAVE- SHE'D WIND UP/ 4

ARE YOU
PLANNING ON

LEVELING
STURMHALTENT ¥

I MAY JusT
BE ABLE TO
PREVENT ANOTHER




RIGHT/ BLEED
\ THE PRESSURE

MORE UNSTABLE THAN Y&y {O)
I'D FEARED. I'LL HAVE P
TO MONITOR IT...

DAMNATION/

Y I'M GETTING
IONIZATION...

DD SIR WisH
10 GO
SOMEWHERE?

WHAT ARE YOU DO YOu
TAL)?F;NG FEAR NE?

THAT.
E—y

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



MISS S
CLAY-AGATHA
HETERODYNE-

A\ SHE'S ALIVE! ,

“WOU DON'T
WORK FOR ME,
YOU WORK FOR

BRITISH

INTE&LIGENCE L

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

THAT'S RIGHT.

HE KNOWS, AND

HE'S GOING TO
GET HER

BAD
INDEED. SO
I'M SENDING
YOou TO HER.

"I HAVE ENJOYED
THIS GAME: AND I AM
SORRY TO END IT-"

FOUND PEOPLE AND
TO HELP HER AND
SHE TRICKED "“‘{555 e

SHE'S \
N\ AMAZING!

YES. T WANT
YOu TO GET TO

WARN HER.
HER FIRST.

HIDE HER.

WHAT—IN MY
ROOMPS

7 DONTBE ¥
\ RIDICULOUS.

Yy JUST BEFORE
SHE LEFT, YOU
WERE ORDERED
TO TAKE HER TO

ENGLAND.

BUT THIS IS
IMPORTANT.

OH: DEAR.
YOU'VE KNOWN
ALL ALONG.

WELL: |
SUPPOSE I'LL BE
IN SLIGHTLY
LESS
PISGRACE—

WHEN | BRING
THEM 4AGATHA
HETERODYNE.




I DO NOT
INTEND TO HAVE
AGATHA ESCAPE ONE L
PRISON BY ENTERING . —

SHE WILL NOT

ANOTHER. _
BEUSED AS Ul
SOME POLITICAL

PAWN.

" SHE WILL

Y  NOT BE
ENSLAVED FOR
l THE “GOOD OF

\ THE EMPTRE.” J

WHEN I COME TO
HER, SHE WILL BE
SAFE, UNHARMED,; AND
FREE.

BECAUSE I
WILL COME
TO HER-

I AM
GILGAMESH
WULFENBACH,
s LTTTLE MAN-
AND THERE

IS NOTHING

I COULDN'T DO: g

HAD T CAUSE/ ,
S ) “ ¥

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

YOU KNEW ME AT
SCHOOL: AND
PERHAPS DON'T TAKE
ME VERY
SERIOUSLY.

THAT
WOULD BE A
MISTAKE.

YOuU MUST
UNDERSTAND

I WILL
DESTROY “HER
UNDYING

MELT WHAT IS
LEFT OF YOUR
MISERABLE TISLAND

THE SEAS
AROUND YOU FOR
THE NEXT

YOU... YOU
COULDN'T/




B sue's INOR QS

NEAR V‘ i
STURMHALTEN. ¥ _TAKE MY
FLYER. IT'S

" WELL, INE %
DONE ALL |
couLD. 4

SAY THAT HE'S 4
REALLY VERY /=i

l GOOoD., (
C A

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)
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Girl Genius Book Five

SF/Fantasy

Teens & Up

@n a time when the Industrial Revolution has become an all-out war, Mad Science rules
A the World. ..with mixed success.

At Transylvania Polygnostic University, Agatha Clay was a student with trouble concentrat-
ing and rotten luck. But when the University was overthrown, Agatha was revealed to be
the last of the famous Heterodyne family—and a Girl Genius beyond anyone’s imaginings.
Now she has escaped from the people who want to control her; and must make her way
across treacherous wastelands to find her place in a world of monsters and madmen.

“Girl Genius is brilliant. It really is. It’s fun and funky and unlike almost
anything else, and it’s Phil and Kaja Foglio doing what they do best.”

—Eric Burns, Websnark.com

| ELECTRONIC

i == =
EDITION '

iy

IANAINTENI

wwu.girlgenius.net
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