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This book is dedicated to Maxine k
Danger Wright: girl genius and %
adorable baby extraordinaire.

PHIL FOGLIO

The co—chair of Transylvania Polygnostic University’s Department of
Very Nearly True History is internationally recognized for his fieldwork
chronicling the early life of Agatha Heterodyne. Lately, due to a
generous endowment from the “Jigerkin Fund for Education und
Promotion Ov De Idea Dot Ve Iz Not Really Baby—Eating Monsters
All De Time,” his usual research has been sidetracked by an attempt to
document all the instances when the Lady Heterodyne is known to

have worn a hat.

KAJA FOGLIO

The Professoressa recently completed a six-month tour of the Paris
Institute of Technology and Cuisine, The London Museum of
Electromagnetic  Atrocities & Chocolate Factory, and Prague
University’s Department of Egregious Experimentation & Distillery;
all while continuing her award—winning work upon the Heterodyne
saga. Unfortunately, she has lately been distracted by a new project
which attempts to examine and catalog the number of major
technological breakthroughs that the Lady Heterodyne made while
cating scones. This is due to a timely research grant from the

Mechanicsburg Elevenses, Luncheon and Teatime Society.

CHEYENNE WRIGHT

Transylvania Polygnostic’s current Chief Chromatic Engineer, and also
the person who has managed to survive the longest while working with
the Professors on their continuing graphic biography-like chronicle of
the adventures of Agatha Heterodyne. Due to certain conditions
attached to a joint endowment from the Eastern European Council of
Visible Light and The Noble Alliance of Higher Wavelengths, he has
just completed a painstakingly documented record of every instance
where the Lady Heterodyne wore pastel colors. He claims to have
found the assignment: “profoundly nerve-racking, and far from the

comfort zone of my people.”
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HOME OF
RENOVAT/ON: THE
©9th WORLD SCIENCE
FICTION CONVENTION—WHERE
G/IRL GENMUS HAS JUST WON
THE HUGO AWARD FOR BEST
GRAPHIC STORY FOR THE
THIRD TIME! ACCEPTING
TONIGHT ARE: PROFESSOR
CHEYENNE WRIGHT,
PROFESSORESSA KAJA
FOGLIO, AND PROFESSOR PHIL

FOGLIO OF TRANSYLVANIA

1

POLYGNOST/C
UNIVERSITY!

..AND SPECIAL
THANKS TO MY
MOM, WHO IS
WATCHING OUR
CHILDREN; VICTOR
AND ALEX—

DON'T BLOowW

ANYTHING
IMPORTANT,

ANYWAY.

THIS AWARD
MEANS SO
MUCH TO US—WE
ARE SO H4PPY
RIGHT NOW!

WAIT! IT'S FOR
THE GOOD OF
THE CATEGORY!

IT'S REALLY
NEW/! WORLDCON
STILL HAS TO VOTE

| ON WHETHER OR
\ NOT THEY'LL EVEN /

WE WANT
PEOPLE TO SEE
IT'S A VIABLE

AWARD!
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2 RING OF TRUTH.

THIS AWARD
ENSURES THAT,
S WHEN MY PEOPLE
) ARE READY TO LEAVE
Y THEIR CAVERNS,
MANY OF
A, YOU WILL
S SURVIVE/

THANK YOU,
PEOPLE OF THE
SURFACE
WORLD/

I WOULD ALSO
LIKE TO THANK MY
WIFE: ELI, AND MY

CHILD: MAXINE
DANGER/

OBEY
THEM AS
You woulo
ME/

...AND THANK
YOU TO ALL THE
GIRL GENIUS
READERS WHO
\ VOTED FOR US/

BECAUSE WE
HAVE NOW BEEN
HONORED WITH

THIS AWARD
THREE TIMES

WHAT
ARE YOU

MY
MECHANICAL
HUGO-NALIT IS

PRECIOUS
“"CHROMATIC
WHEEL"” WILL

FEEL MY §

" WE WILL BE N,/ \

REMOVING
OURSELVES FROM
CONSIDERATION IN 3

THIS CATEGORY FOR A

NEXT YEAR! i

-.AND YOU
CAN ALWAYS
TUREN IT BACK ON

DON'T BE SO |
SURE ABOUT |
THAT, BRIGHT M

NOT INVADING
THE SURFACE
WORLD RIGHT
NOow?/?

UNCHARACTERISTIC



=

e

Agatha Clay was an unlucky student ar Transylvania Polygnostic University, until an
accident revealed her hidden “spark:" a capacity for mad science beyond the reach of all but
the most gifted. This alone would have been enough to bring her to the atention of Baron
Wulfenbach, the powerful Spark who holds the fractious ruling houses of Europa under his

thumb, but Agatha is alse the last of the famous Heterodyne family—beloved folk heroes who

disappeared many years ago. In addition, the Baron now has excellent reason to believe that
Agatha is actually a malevolent entity known as “The Other,” who almost destroyed Europa
twenty years before. He isn't entirely wrong, either. While held prisoner in the town of
Sturmhalten, the personality of the “Other,” actually Agatha’s long-missing mother, took

over Agatha’s body. Agatha has managed to regain control, but the “Other” is suill there,
currently held in check by a clever device.

After many adventures, Agatha has made her way across Europa to Mechanicsburg, the
ancestral home of the Heterodyne family-and she's not the only one. The Baron is also in

J/J/‘.J_,_/J-‘/- -

the town—as a patient in Mechanicsburg’s famous hospital. The Baron has been positioning

his forces to destroy Castle Heterodyne, but now his son Gilgamesh has gone inside, hoping

that his presence will stall his father’s plans. Along with Gil has come a group of friends, also
hoping to aid Agatha. Inside, they have encountered Zola, a charismatic girl claiming to be

the lost Heterodyne heir—part of a larger plan to take control of the Baron’s empire-and
Prince Tarvek of Sturmhalten—formerly involved with the same plot but now flecing both

caprors and coconspirators. Also in the Castle are a number of prisoners there to make
repairs, and Othar Tryggvassen: “Gentleman Advenrurer”-a Hero sent by the Baron to

- o
rescue” his son.

The Castle itself is a self-aware mechanical foreress which was badly damaged in the war with
the “Other.” Agatha had managed to make the Castle accept her as the true Heterodyne, but
was then quickly forced 1o shur it down to keep its out-of-control systems from harming her

EE S

friends.

Agatha has now arrived at the heart of the Castle, hoping to reset its systems using the last,
dying fragment of its mind. Zola is close behind-bent on killing Agatha to cement her
power, while most of Agatha’s friends are far away, working to save the life of the mysterious

construct who once guarded the children of Castle Wulfenbach.

DOSSDOBOSDOSDZOSDSSIO
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THAT S WHAT? BUT |
TRUE, BUT... YOUR LITTLE
THE CLANKS—
SUPPLIES WE
SENT AHEAD—
THEY AREN'T

HERE YET.

THEY'LL FIND

...2ch. THEY Us—

PROBABLY JUST AND WE'VE
GOT LOST. GOT THE HEAD,
THAT'S THE MOST
IMPORTANT
PART.

BUT HOW DO WE
HOOK IT INTO THE
MAIN SYSTEM WITHOUT
ANY EQUIPMENT?/!

WELL, WE WON'T

KNOW UNTIL WE SEE

WHAT WE'VE GOT TO
WORK WITH/

NOTHING!
THERE'S
NOTHING
USEFUL HERE

TROPHIES AND
ARTIFACTS AND

| SOUVENIRS/ *

: BUTTHIS IS N

Y WHERE THE CRYPT
TOLD YOU TO COME,
RIGHT? SOMETHING
HAS TO BE HERE!

SOMETHING
MUST HAVE
HAPPENED TO
THEM.

BE HONEST, I'M

NOT EVEN SURE

WHERE TO HOOK
IT UP.

THAT'S B4D.

THEY WERE
CARRYING A LOT OF

IMPORTANT

N EQRUIPMENT. P

YES, BUT IT'S

NOT LIKE WE

COULD HAVE

CARRIED IT
ALL.

w0

IT SAID THAT
ONCE | GOT TO
THE LIBRARY, IT

WOULD GIVE ME A
AMAP.




DOWN IN THE
CRYPT: THE
CASTLE PRIDED
ITSELF ON ITS
STRENGTH.

GIVEN ITS
PERSONALITY,
| THINK IT WOULD
CONSIDER EVEN THE
EX/STENCE OF A
DETAILED MAP OF ITS
INTERIOR A AMAJ/OR
WEAKNESS. .

| SUSPECT 53
WE'RE GOING TO

HELP ME
ROLL THIS
up.

THE CASTLE

WELL: ALL THE
MORE REASON TO
FIND A PLACE TO LINK
THE MUSE'S HEAD INTO
THE MAIN SYSTEM.

EVEN MAKING
SNARKY
COMMENTS ANY
MORE.

/S AMAZINGLY

STRONG.

BE HARD TO SHUT

UH—HUH. AND |
THINK THAT WE
MIGHT BE REALLY i
\ LUCKYRIGHT AWy
NOW. Wil

| THINK THE
WHOLE CASTLE
IS THE BRAIN.

OH, THAT DOES
MAKE SENSE. THAT'S
WHY, WHEN IT WAS
ORIGINALLY HIT, IT
FRAGMENTED LIKE IT
pDIp.
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SO | DON'T
THINK IT 445 A
CENTRALIZED
\\BRA[NH
EXACTLY—

DOWN.

LOOK AT THIS
PLACE. OBVIOUSLY THE
HETERODYNES THOUGHT

THE LIBRARY WAS

IMPORTANT.

I'LL BET IT'S
THE MOST
SECURE AREA IN
THE CASTLE.

| THINK THAT
WHEN | USED THE
“LION"—

IT DIDN'T KILL
EVERYTHING.




AH! LOOK AT
THAT! IT'S
BRILLIANT!

WOW=—IT'S A
MAP THAT CAN'T
BE STOLEN.

..AND IT CAN BE
UPDATED ON THE
FLY—DURING ATTACKS
IT WOULD BE

INVALUABLE.

YES, AND THE
CASTLE CAN
SHOW OR HIDE
WHATEVER IT
CHOOSES. _
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DEEP BENEATH CASTLE HETERODYNE, [Ee=Sli
IN LUCREZIA MONGFISH'S SECRET [ o
LABORATORY=— EAN S

PLEASE! WENE )
GOT TO MOVE

L —
—BUT I'M
N TELLING YOU,

THE CEILING IS
UNSTABLE! /3

ITCouLD ™
COLLAPSE AT
ANY MOMENT/

[ HATE MEFOR \
YEARS AND YEARS
AND YEARS.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

I DISCONNECT HER |
\ AND HOOK HER BACK
B UP LIKE A SET OF

» WILL BE HERE SOON;,
AND THEN WE CAN
COMPLETE THE

TRANSFER.

THAT IS WHY
YOU ARE OVER
THERE.

IF YOU D/E ;
'LL HATE YOoUu
FOREVER, YOU J
SELF/ISH PIG! &

THEO! IT'S
OVER
HERE!
IT's
COMING FOR
ME! ¢

IT...IT'S
NOT THE
CEILING!

WHAT
COULD
IT_




OHGODI'MSO
SORRYKEYKEY

IT's
OMING

DOWN THE

cC
-

SOUNDS
REALLY

=
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YIPPEE!
THAT WAS SO
FUNS

i —AND IT'S Y
ALL READY
70 Go/

RIGHT NOW,
IT'S BEING
DRIVEN BY THESE
LITTLE CLANKS—

HOW DO YOU

THINK YOUR

PATIENT WILL

HANDLE THE
b CHANGE?

PSYCHOLOGICALLY,

| MEAN. :
Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

| YOUR PATIENT IN;

7 LLAGATHA
REALLY WANTS
UsS TO LOAD VON

IT'S JUST...NOW
THAT IT'S MOVING
AROUND, IT LOOKS,
UH: BIGGER

SOMEHOW.

SO ALL
YOU HAVE TO
DO 1S HOOK WELL DONE;
DISCONNECT THE

EXTERNAL

CONTROLS, AND ALL RIGHT! '\

LET'S GET
STARTED! 4

SHE'S BEEN IN
HER CURRENT
SHELL FOR WHAT,

MAYBE 7TWENTY

AND NOW -

Y  YOU'rE

| PUTTING HER |8
| INTO A GIANT [
\ TIGER CLANK §f
\ WITH STEEL

'l‘e“‘l \ "Wls‘

EVERYONE! VERY
ELEGANT! £

g
l

Ly

l%

{
/T 1S/ WE

S GAVE IT MORE

[

UM...
HERR VON
ZINZER...
YOU CAN
LET GO,

BUT GIVEN THE .
SIMILARITIES, | THINK §
IT QUITE LIKELY THAT SHE
WON'T NOTICE ANY
DIFFERENCE AT ALL.

OOOOCH! You :
PECPLE ARE |
FUN! /A



MY: MY! THIS
DOES LOOK LIKE
AN INTERESTING

HUH. RATHER AH! DOCTOR!

MODEST AS [\ PROFESSOR!
SECRET LABS ?

I'D
WONDERED
WHERE YOU

Y WELL, WE
D/D HANE TO
SEE TO POOR
PROFESSOR

HE HELPE
MAKE US THE
MEN WE ARE

HE'D HAVE
DONE THE SAME
TO Us!

GOOD

GENTLEMEN, }

THIS LIVER
WOULD MAKE ME THIS A
LOOK FAT? i\ CAST-IRON

HE D/D DO THE
SAME TO YOU,
REMEMBER? AND
THAT TIME NOW IT'S
WHEN YOU WERE BACK”
KNOCKED OUT? :

THAT WAS MY
FAVORITE
PANCREAS!

WE HAVE A

PLEASE! &°
' - DELICATE

W\
\ UNDERTAKE, _
' AND |

/' REQUIRE YOUR Y
ASS/STANCE!

SO PLEASE— N

FOCUS ON

THE MATTER AT /

HAND/

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

HEAVENS —HOW 5 7. i
% REMEMBER WHEN ¥

| SERIOUS! i RENMENBER e

YOUTHFUL

Pty
.

UNWAVERING Y
CERTAINTY THAT EACH % %" g |
EXPERIMENT WAS  + /' ;ﬂzﬁvﬁs
MORE IMPORTANT COULD CHANGE

_THE WORLDZ/

OPTIM/STIC
YOUTH! .2

CRUSH HIS FAIR/ YOU
DISILLUSIONED
T CHAP LAST

. -

THAT HARDLY

COUNTS- HE

COMMITTED
SUICIDE/

SQUASH HIM
TOGETHER.




IT WOULD BE
EASIER TO BE SURE
IF THE THING WASN'T
SO MESSED UP AND

BLURRY... v

-N"
THAT MAKES

TRUE. WELL,
LET'S TRY TO THINK
LIKE A DIABOLICAL,
PARANOID, AMORAL

MEGALOMANIAC.

..WHERE W/ OH. WELL, \

WOouULD You HERE.
PUT ITP BUT—

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

YOU FOUND
SOMETHING?

IT'S HARD TO
TELL, BUT YOU
KNOW THOSE LINES WE
THINK REPRESENT THE
CASTLE'S NERVOUS

) WELL...IF
THAT'S REALLY
WHAT THEY

WELL, WE'RE W OBVIOUSLY, IF I'M READING
HERE TO FIX IT: THERE'S SOME W THE MAP CORRECTLY,

AREN'T WEP > B . SORT OF HIDDEN IT SHOULD BE

ANYWAY, ONE OF \ HERE-ISH.

THE MAIN ONES i

RUNS R/GHT
THROUGH TH/S
LIBRARY.

7 SO ALL WE HAVE

TO DO IS FIGURE OUT

WHERE AN EVIL INSANE

GENIUS WOULD PUT A
SECRET ROOM. 4

HA!
PERFECT!
THANKS;,
TARVEK!/

HERE'S ALL
OUR
EQUIPMENT,
TOO!




MY LITTLE HMF. THERE
CLANKS/ ARE PROBABLY
SMALLER SECRET

THAT'S WHAT
WE PARANOID

YOU PUT AN
THEY Diov T . PASSAGEWAYS ALL 5 poietlls

GET LOST, THEY 3 5
JUST TOOK B RO THE

ANOTHER
ROUTE!

LET'S GET THE
HEAD HOOKED IN;

HEE! AND
YOU'RE
LYING
AGAIN.

OH, TARVEK. |
UNDERSTAND
YOU'RE JUST USING
THE EXPERIENCE
YOU GAINED—

NO FAIR!
YOU'RE MESSING
WITH ME ON
PURPOSE/S

FROM LIFE
M WITH YOUR
FAMILY.

i | KNOW THAT,
B DEEFP DOWN, IN
_ YOUR HEART OF
: : e HEARTS, YOU HAVE A
1 NOBLE SOUL.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)




OKAY, FINE.

I'VE HAD A LOT . PR vou know o
OF EXPERIENCE _ ‘ & WHAT: I'M TOTALLY
WITH THE MUSES, iy ; ONE OF THE
SO /'LL DO THE b g 7 BAD GUYS,
NG I'™M A
GREAT BIG
DEVIOUS

25
S

(>

il

SR \C

IT'S NOT LIKE ‘ AND | WON'T O
THAT'S SOME 2 4POLOG/ZE FOR : OH, DEAR,
KIND OF GREAT | IT, EITHER—  BECAUSE I'M YOU ARE
BIG NEW S WITH YOU, AND I'M X
SURPRISE! A _ \f/ EXACTLY THE KIND OF
5 & PERSON YOU'RE GOING
TO MEED ON YOUR SIDE
NOW THAT YOU'VE BEEN
REVEALED AS THE
HETERODYNE. 4]

—AND YOuUu
ARE ACTING
VERY

AND NOTIN ¥
A GOOD WAY!
hee hee!

YOU'RE
ACTING—

| G4H/ YOU'RE
ACTING LIKE HOW

B\ Lucreziar DARE You’
7 IlL-

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



YOU CAN'T
TRUST YOUR
OWN EMOTIONS?

FINE.
YOU CAN

TRUST
MINE.

| KNOW HOW
LUCREZIA
ACTS.

BETWEEN
WHAT | ALREADY
KNOW FROM MY

AND, WELL.,
SHE'S FRANKLY, I'M
ALWAYS REALLY TIRED.
PUSHING— Al WHEN THIS IS ALL
N OVER, | WANT TO
S\ SLEEP FOR A
SHE CAN'T WEEA. o
TAKE CONTROL
NOT WHILE | WEAR
THE LOCKET—

BUT SHE'S )
INFLUENCING

UGH! IT'S
HORRIBLE! |
CAN'T EVEN
TRUST MY OWN
EMOTIONS/

AND YES,
THERE /S A
DIFFERENCE.

WE'LL BEAT
HER. YOU'LL
SEE.

'M GOING TO .
STAY BY YOUR SIDE §
UNTIL WE COMPLETELY |
ERADICATE ALL TRACES
OF HER PERSONALITY
FROM YOUR MIND.

FATHER,

WHAT
LUCREZIA TAUGHT
ME HERSELF IN

STURMHALTEN— AND WHAT |

CAN LEARN
FROM HER LAB
HERE—

I'M CONVINCED
THAT | CAN REMOVE
HER RATHER EASILY,
ONCE | GET A
CHANCE.

THANK YOU,
TARVEK.

AND...I'M
SORRY FOR
TEASING

HA. AS

- LONG AS IT'S

A ".:Eﬁ

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

o you-

.. WAIT. ARE
THESE A7y
FEELINGS, OR

MM.
PROBABLY
YOURS. NOW; LET'S
FINISH GETTING
THIS TRANSFER
SET UP.




GENERATORS
COMING UP TO
SPEED-  BAW/~THIS
EQUIPMENT IS
\ ALL SO OLD?

=)
A <S

HUGE AMOUNTS
r OF EXCESSIVE [ 4
 VIBRATION!

YEAH,

YEAH: HERE

«.NOT EVEN IF IT ¥
WOULD GET ME OUT
OF THIS CASTLE
TON/IGHT.

‘ DON'T
WORRY-THE NEURAL |
TRANSLATORS ARE 4

| ALMOST FINISHED-

HA HAZ THAT

LUCREZIA-WHAT A

BEAUTIFULLY

HER SYSTEM N

. MAKES TIT ALL
‘{;. SO SIMPLE!

AGATHA'S LITTLE
CLANKS ARE
PATCHING SHORT
CIRCUITS ALMOST
BEFORE THEY

OKAY, WE'RE . THE H"?ST : HEY—THAT'S
DISENGAGING THE CLANK IS NOW - . NOT GOING TO
DRIVER CLANKS FULLY , CAUSE ANY
FROM THE CONTRO AUT ONOMOUS; PROBLEMS, |15

ITe
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: NEURAL
INTERFACES ARE

BUT WE'RE -
FIGHTING SIGNAL o A
1| DEGRADATION ON THE J ¥ /8
ORGANIC SIDE-

 GETTING SIGNAL SZ4LA
R " TRANSFER! ¥

= ALL CIRCUITS <BF
ENGAGED! i

DANGEROUS
LR  AMOUNTS OF
P\ OSCILLATION/

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

38 ‘ 1—.. ‘ < ; '
WE MUST DO =
THIS RIGHT THE (&= )
g ram
A 'I
- M .I.J :I_(
f < !
X "'.I |4 ~ . :
hooW - /
8,

THE SHOCK
MOUNTS ARE

_ CRUMBLING/

»  CUT THE
B POWER/

cur
THE-




EXPERIENCING A il

Melissa Nuno

RESONANCE 4/ (%
DISASTER/

(order #7702076)

THE WHOLE
\ SYSTEM TS-

1
A
O\ 2\

THEO! THE

CEILING! STAY WHERE
- IT'S SAFE’ 9|

| WILL! BUT
YOU'VE GOT TO
MOVE/! IT'S GOING

k y 1O COLLAPSE! 3

youve cot MR
> TOMOVE &




7 cough &
cough

\\/ THEO! cough

THEO! ARE YOU

\_ ALL RIGHT?

HEH HEM
HEHRARRR-

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

uhhh—
SLEIPNIR?

MAZING. \

l...| REALLY
5 AM.

THE MUSE OF
PROTECTION?

" FRAULEIN

Bl SNAUG? ARE ) OH YES

INDEED/




AH...WERE IT
NOT FOR
| YOU...ER...UH...

WIT'HOUT YOou,
WE WOULD HAVE

BEEN CRUSHED.

AND NOW;
\ CHILDREN,

WE MUsT

YOu woulpo 1

( LeAVE THTS PLACE |
IMMEDIATELY.

IT S7/LL /5. BUT
THE VIBRATIONS THAT
TRIGGERED THE FALL
: OVER HERE,
»  SET OFF
o SOME KIND OF
BOOBY TRAP
\ OVER 7HERE.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

Y HRM. TYPICAL.
, NO MATTER. {

! THE COLLAPSE

{ HAS REOPENED THE Y

il PATH MADE BY THAT
TROUBLESOME
HETERODYNE

_'*.'?;B’ WERE I STILL

8  IMPRISONED
SN WITHIN THAT FRATL
SHEATH OF DYING M WELL DONE,

CHILDREN. /

e . f:
WHILE THIS
&/ BODY CANNOT
COMPARE WITH THE
WORK OF VAN RIJN,

WHY NOT?
WHAT HAPPENED
/ TO THE ——
N\ S574/RSP  THE CELING R
e NEAR THE STAIRS
WAS FINE.

WE SHALL @
SIMPLY GO
up.




MISTRESS -
VON PINN—

THAT IS NO 3 y HOW...
LONGER MY NAME; . REASSURING. )

¥ IF you DIE, '
I'LL BRING YOU




LS MINION! Jump ‘@
>

WHILE YOU i
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BUT I THINK

I NOW HAVE THE

HANG OF IT.

WHO WOULD
LIKE TO GO




SEEP
EVEN ONCE OUR
MADGIRL GETS THE
CASTLE'S M/ND SORTED
N OUT—WE'RE S7/LL /IN
TROUBLE.

THERE'S
NOWHERE
NEAR ENOUGH
POWER.

NOT WITH
THIS THING
\  BROKEN.

BUT WHAT
CAN WE
Do
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OKAY,
THEY'RE ALL

WP o
STILL ALIVE!

EVERYBODY'S

WHA'CHA
DOIN'?

USSP FIX
: THATR IT'S
IMPOSS/BLES

EVEN WITH
THE SFPARKS,
WE—

NAH. WE DON'T
EVEN MEED THE

SPARKS FOR 7TH/S.
¥ wERE T SURE, THIS IS

TOUGH, BUT IT'S
NOT BRANS
TOUGH.

) ITS JUST
HARD WORK
TOUGH.

-AND |
THINK I'NE
GOT US SOME
HELP.




L o 1~ i~ @ |
BACK IN THE 1 ¢
LIBRARY— | \

ALL RIGHT/
IF IT'S ALL
READY-

/ SHOULD
| THROW THE

THROW IT IN A
VERY AANLY

Hee—YOU
DON'T LIKE A
I G/RL THROWING
A YOUR SWITCH? 4

»
DON'T BE
RIDICULOUS.
THESE ARE
MODERN _

THINK THAT'S

ACTUALLY
NECESSARY...
OR EVEN
POSS/BLE...




AHHHHH. .. <(
I AM HERE. " .

... WAIT...T AM
<, STILL ADJUSTIN
' MY PARAMETERS
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9 THAT'S IT.
A e systems
B\ SHUT DOWN.

AH. NOTHING )
NRONG, NO. QUITE |Caf

WAS...S0 <oJ
CONFINING.. )

I N

) HOME, . BUT IT

1S LARGE... ’
—

THE TRANSFER il
SHOULD BE

P
WATT-YES. WE
SPOKE IN THE

AND NOW HERE YOU
ARE...YOUVE MADE IT
TO THE LIBRARY... V™

WELL DONE. ’
YESSS...I

\
REMEMBER
NOW. -

HEH HEH HEH.
THAT AND SO
MUCH MORE-

THIS WILL
TAKE... SOME

V IS THERE ¥
ANYTHING |
CAN PO TO



I'VE GOT ALL OF
AUNTIE LUCREZIA'S
SECRETS! ONCE THIS
HETERODYNE Cow IS~ BE MCE, AND
IF YOU KNOW DEAD, | CAN'T LOSE/ kL LET YOU PLAY
WHAT'S GOOD OUT THE ORIGINAL
FOR YOU, YOU'LL . PLAN. 447 YOU CAN
KEEP OUT OF EVEN BE MY STORM
THIS!

AND A7¥ PLAN 2
WAS AMUCH -
BETTER!

| AM NOT
YOUR STORM
KING!

OH, AND DID YOU
/v : \ PLAN ON DYING
AEALLN : LIKE A PIGRY

THEN DO AS |
SAY: AND S74Y
DOWN/
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HETERODYNE/

CASTLE? 3

AND THAT

\W Gives ME ALL THE

7/IME | NEED TO
3 KILL YOU KILL YOU
D KVLL YOU!
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Y THERE! YOUR
STUPID WINDUP

CASTLE IS STILL  J

GRINDING ITS
GEARS—




WHAT KIND OF

oK. THIS IDIOT ARE
THING PULLS il

WELL, 7HA4T’S | 7OLD YOU

EASY ENOUGH

; < BUT DON'T ;
HEJ‘.IF'\!FA;?:’OU 5 Al WORRY! THINKING I'LL JUST
EVEN STILL . @ ! GOING TO - ! ¥ ( BRAIN AND MAKE
KILL YOuU'—OH, ol YOou MY ZOMBIE
~No/ e

7 | MEAN, |
wAS
B\ GoING TO,

YOU WILL
SO000 REGRET
CHOOSING HER

OVER ME/! _4

CHEMICAL, BUT THEN |
KILLING HAD A REALLY
MACHINE! GOOD /DEA!

AREN'T YOU
LISTENINGP

ITLL TAKE
MORE THAN
THAT TO
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WOW! IF IT
WEREN'T FOR
DEAR LITTLE [4

VIOLETTA'S

MOVIT #11,

THAT WOULD'VE
NN cealLy stoweD
NN A DOWN/

pr \ € z | ) ', s 1 / : - w, y - ..-: N ._-.. -
Y THAT...THAT 8 : NO/ WAIT— HEEHEE
@A - |\ 7#47 your ; ree! e !
o N B PATHETIC!
] 4 N y ] / \ .D.;"
¥ / I £

RELEASE P
HER. NOW. f

GOING TO
KILL You
FIRST!
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HA! HEY. I'VE GOTA WP YOUNE HAD N
THE CASTLE/ : CASTLE! LOVELY LITTLE = TRAINING, SO
YOU REALLY j ~ = CASTLE! NELY LiTTLe T TRANNG: SC
YOU'RE STILL ARCUND HER WHAT | CAN DO.
NOT IN NECK! _ y, RIGHT?
CONTROL, ARE o
yousr

IF YOU WERE, = .
YOU WOULDN'T bng?:f)’ |
WARN ME, YOU'D BACK, AND

JUST AVLL ME! WON'T KILL HER
b C JUST YET/

MM. BUT ONLY UNTIL
THE CASTLE IS FULLY
AWAKE. COME ALONG,
DEAR COUSIN— : =
IT'S TIME i/ WE'LL GO
FOR US TO ¥l THROUGH THE .
YOUR FAMILY
COLLECTED ALL
SORTS OF
INSTRUCTIVE
LITTLE TOYS.

YOU SEE |
KNOW
EVERYTHING
AUNTIE KNEW,
' S.JE)ND mSRE s v :
MUCH MORE ¥ . P [ 1
IN HERE THAN ' “" s | INCLUDING THE
| % ey | FLIGHT RAIMENT OF
KING DARIUS THE
INCANDESCENTY

WAIT...
BUT...DIDN'T
HE—

zsk. THE
MK2Z, OF
COURSE.

NON/ | DON'T
TRUST YOU, OR
ZoLAr No/S THE CASTLE, OR
LEAVE HER
SHRUG RIGHT HERE/
INTO IT,

AND IT'LL
TAKE US BOTH

LEAVES WITH
MES

NEVER FEAR—
ONCE I'M AWAY, I'LL
RELEASE HER
INSTANTLY!
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SO—
| AM GIVING

D y £ - | P, \
YOU'NVE GOT / voU SOME FAREWELL,
THE COAT. _ | creolT, FOR | '®

MIGHTY STORM

~ y. SMARTS, YOU
AGATHA HERE, = : KNow! :
AND | SWEAR | :
A WON'T STOP THAT YOU'RE THE KIND
b OF NOBLE FOOL WHO
WOULD ACTUALLY KEES
A PROMISE LIKE THAT/

WELL, THAT'S
E — ™ A= BECAUSE IT LOOKS
THE EDGE! 1 IT WON'T LIKE I'M GOING TO
WE'RE TOO : CARRY HAVE TO DROP YoU
HIGH! ' b )\ SOONER THAN I'D
' PLANNED!S

IT'S HARDLY
SURPRISING,
REALLY, WITH

OH: WE ARE
SO NOT GOIN
|

AND YOU'NE
LET GO OF YOUR
GARROTTE/
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AGATHA! 4
D HOLD ON/

4] p?"ml

OW/! LET GO,
You BUFFOON!
YOU'RE DRAGGING

4 Us DOWN/

WHEN WE'RE
LOW ENOUGH,

HANDS!

TARVEK/
GRAB HER

ME, YOU
INTERFERING
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PROBABLY
DIDON'T KILL HER
AT ALLS i

YOU VICIOUS,
POISONOUS
REMNANT OF MY
7 STUPID FAMILY'S STUPID
M INTERFERENCE-
3 WITH YOUR
(7 STUPID
| SCHEMES AND
YOUR STUPID

) CASTLE! N\Y MUSES/
il MY TOWN! MY HAND IS
REVEALED TO THOSE
\ BLASTED/ UPSTART/
) WULFENBACHS/!
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WELL, AT LEAST :
ITLL SLOW HER \
DOWN FOR THE COUFP |
DE GRACE AFTER | TAKE

YOU AND LUCREZIA
HAVE DONE NOTHING
BUT DESTROY MY LIFE
AND MY PLANS, AND NOW
YOU'RE TRYING TO DESTROY
THE ONE BRIGHT SPOT

LT AND
Y THAT 1 wrILL
NOT PERMIT!

¥ OH, NONONO
NO: YOU DO
NOT “GIVE up/”
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WELL, I'M
SORRY, BUT IT'S
s/ THE BIGGEST
"\ GUN I couLp
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WELL, FOR '
ONE THING, f / : Gt
: URGH—TARVEK
S4/D YOU'D GET
URRRGH... ourt!

® | THINK IT = . 7 M. I'M
HURT LESS WHEN : ) = GLAD YOU'RE
' ' A\ ALL RIGHT.

| WAS DEAD.

ARGH...
SORRY, THI
REALLY

CASTLE WL
GET HER.

...ALREADY L BT I
] DOING IT. =
MIIAM ESS-QRR;’F-IE -~ HEY! | AM A '\ PRETTY SURE
STRESS. DOCTOR,: YOU : THIS IS
IS ALREADY OuT |l | OUCH=WELL: * o/ prprricial
OF MY RANGE. s THEY WOULDN'T :
LET ME TAKE THE

OWwW—LUCKY N

LET ME TAKE THIS THING IS

A LOOK AT
THAT.

..AH...
NEVERTHELESS,
YOU SHOULD STILL : SHE USES N\
LET ME TAKE A . . POISONR!
LOOK. <88 58 -

WELL, / ALWAYS
- THOUGHT SHE
- ; JUST COULON'T
7 ZOM/D,l\for W . - » MAKE COFFEE,
j THIS: O/D WE Neep o | ... | o) > suT Now,
MAKE SURE IT 9 - R/ ] \ I'M NOT SO
ISN'T PO/SONED. I & 5 [ TR . SURE.
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S0, UM...YES...

IN MY MEDICAL
OPINION; EVERYTHING

LOOKS...GOOD.

| KNOW IT'S NEXT
TO IMPOSSIBLE IN
HERE, BUT JUST TRY
TO KEEP IT CLEAN. —
| ASSURE YOU
THAT WHEN THIS IS
ALL OVER, | WILL BE
HAVING A BATH FOR A
WEEK AT LEAST.

SEEP FIT
| AS A FIDDLE,

. APPARENTLY
- S0.
AND HOW
ARE YOU
FOLKSRP

SMOKE
KNIGHT
POISONS CAN
| BE HARD TO

)\ DETECT—

BUT THE FACT
THAT YOU'RE NOT
ALREADY DEAD |

Is A GooD

N

1Y)

IF EVEN H4LF
THIS BLOOD IS
YOURS, DON'T

MOVE.

N YoU OKAY,
Q. sik?

| MEAN; YOU
WERE BEIN'

CHOMPED BY
A PLANT.

ARE YOU AND
THE LADY
\ HETERODYNE DOIN'
ALL RIGHT?
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VIOLETTA WILL
HAVE SOME STUFF
WE SHOULD GET ON
THAT WOUND AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE,
JUST IN CASE.

WORSE THAN IT
/S, SIR.

REQUESTING 8
PERMISSION TO
LEAVE THE
\ CAS7LE, SIR. /8




| THINK YOU
MISSED THAT PART
OF THE FIGHT, BUT
MISS ZEETHA GOT

STABBED.

| WANT TO
AKE HER—

AH! TO THE
HOSPITAL! OF )
COURSE!

I'LL GIVE YOU
A NOTE. GIVE IT
TO DOCTOR
SUN: HE'LL—

WHERE /S
ZEETHAP STILL
BACK WITH THOSE

WITH ALL

RESPECT, LADY:

/'VE GOT TO.

..0ID
N MAMMA A
I\ F4rOR ONCE.
N SHE's GOT
A LONG
MEMORY.

AND THIS
“MAMMA" AT
THIS “TOURIST
BAR"—
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NOT THE
HOSPITAL.

700 PUBLIC.

MISS ZEETHA— Yo

HE'S BEEN SEEN /)
WITH YOouU.

I'LL TAKE
HER TO—

MANMAA

GKAIKA'SS

YOou LOT STILL
NEED TO GET THIS
CASTLE BACK IN
FIGHTING TRIM.

ACTUALLY SEEN
ZEETHA'S INJURIES,
: BUT—

?

IF SHE'S REALLY
THAT BADLY HURT,
MAMMA'S IS PROBABLY
HER BEST SHOT.

IT's A GOoD
PLACE. I'VE
BEEN THERE.

ITs A
DEGENERATE—
UH=—

ITS...IT'S A
BAR. FOR
TOUR/ISTS.,

SOMEONE'S
GONNA FIND HER:
AND SHE'LL TELL
'‘EM THE CASTLE'S

DOWN.

(Y THEN, IF THE
BARON DON'T

\ FLATTEN THE
\  PLACE—

/ CAN'T FIX
THE CASTLE, BUT
| CAN GET MISS

ZEETHA TO

SAFETY—

BY Y'R LEAVE,
OF COURSE.

ALL RIGHT.
BUT ARE YOU
SURE YOU CAN
GET OUT OF HERE

\  S4FELYP

HMF. | DON'T
THINK HE'S
GOING TO HAVE
ANY TROUBLE

" HEH. YOU Ny
LISTEN TO YOUR

HE'S A
SMART GUY.




YOU DIDN'T YESSIR. LAST | UH—=SHE—
MENTION SAW HER, SHE SHE AIN'T A7Y OH, HEAVEN
VIOLETTA. ) WAS LOOKIN! MISS ZEETHA, \  FORBID. I'M SURE YOU'D
- AFTER MISS LR o 7 DESERT YOUR POST
IS SHE ik t oo

ALL : - T . AND HARE OFF TO
N - SAVE ANY GREEN

HAIRED AMAZON.

: , : OH, YES.
W hm. THEN ‘ SO You
i/ YOUR MISS ' _4 pip.
ZEETHA WILL s FROM THE LADY
PROBABLY BE P " ' HETERODYNE, TOO; }
OKAY. 2 4 | NOTICED.

{ MY LADY-

|| BELIEVE, IN THE
CRYPTS T

| PROMISED YOU

F A MAP. I

DETAILED |
HERE ARE THE |

MY, THAT'S
LOOKING

[ o

FINALLY:
NOW WE
KNOW WHERE
TO GO!
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| wuzrensacur |
HE—HE— |

UM...I CAN'T
REMEMBER. LOOK AT o
THOSE DIALS.

CALM DOWN

BEFORE YOU
BREAK
SOMETHING.

YES, YES,
| YOU DIED.

INDEED IT IS—
AND YOU'RE

A\ LUCKY TO HAVE

IT. “

YOU'RE DOCTOR
SUN! AM | IN THE
GREAT HOSPITAL?

Y NERY
GOOD. YES,
B\ YOU ARE.

OoBVIOUSLY NOT |

\ DEAD OEAD... J&

AH! YES! OF 5

COURSE! THE
BARON

NEEDS ME!

HE'S MADE
ME A NEW

HM. COMING |
BACK, IS ITP

CWELL, MY
LORD
SELNIKOV—

| WOULDN'T
GET TOO EXCITED

ABOUT THAT

JUST YET. A

DON'T BE
A BABY
ABOUT IT.

INTERESTING.
HARDLY
SURPRISING:; 4

THOUGH. P WONDERFUL...

TYPICAL
DEATH
TRAUAMA.
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MY ORIGINAL WAS
NO GREAT SHAKES:
AFTER ALL.




OH, NOW THIS
IS ABSURD/

HOW AM [

> suppPoseD TO L2

7 ...YOUR LORDSHIP
ACTUALLY SHAVES

/ ER...DO THEY \
REALLY TALK

HIMSELF? ABOUT MY—

TRUST ANYONE /
KNOW TO PUT A
RAZOR TO MY

mm.
TECHNICALLY?
NO LONGER A

PROBLEM.

AH: YES. THAT
“SUN-NY BEDSIDE
il MANNER" EVERYONE
P TALKS ABOUT.

f DON'T BE
DISINGENUOUS.
WHY AM | STILL

. €,
heh. YOU WERE
PLUCKED FROM

AN ARMY OF WAR /0
. CLANKS,
AND YOU g
i HAD A LOVELY
BIG FANCY

THE BARON
BELIEVES YOU
KNOW MANY
THINGS.

WHEN HE
ALSO KNOWS
THEM—

THEN, WHEN
YOU ARE
WRUNG DRY: A
GREAT MANY

S\ WILL HATE YOU

i VERY MUCH.

WHILE YOU
WOULD CERTAINLY
BE “FREE" TO LEAVE

THE BARON'S SERVICE
AND PROTECTION...

ZOTT. HE'S
GOOD AT
THIS.
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Y THEN YOU
WILL GET YOUR
FINE, STRONG

NEW BODY.

—AND THE
FREEDOM TO
ENJSOY TP

AH... FREEDOM
IS SUCH A
RELATIVE TERM.

IF YOU KNOW
AS MUCH ABOUT
THESE “KNIGHTS OF
JOVE" AND THEIR /
MACHINATIONS AS THE
BARON BELIEVES—

HE DOES HIS
TEACHERS

AND RUTHLESS
AS YOU PECPLE ARE,
THROWING IN WITH F
YOou IS A STEP UP.




FOR YOUR
SAFETY, WE
RELEASED YOUR
NAME AS ONE OF
THE DEAD.

EVERYBODY'S
GOING TO ANOW
/ DIEDR

SAY—CAN | GET A
BRASS PLATE THAT
SAYS: "REANIMATED
ABOMINATION OF
SCIENCE" BOLTED TO
\ A FOREHEAD?

SHE WAS USING
SOME KIND OF
EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT

SUIT, AND THE
GARGOYLE
SWEEPERS
SHOT HER
SHE's
APPARENTLY A §
REAL MESS. /

> GRANDFATHER!
COME QUICKLY!

g TITLES WILL GO TO

i

THAT INSUFFERABLE
NEPHEW OF MINE.

RRED FROM

MY CLUBS...

..HELLO, SIR.
YOU'RE LOOKING

WHAT /S TP
ARE WE IN

AH—NOTHING

TO FEAR:

RUINED
SOCIALLY...

NONE OF MY

OLD FRIENDS

WILL BE IN IF |
CALL...

THE WRETCHED
SNOBS...

HETERCDYNE
GIRL FROM THE

THEY'RE

RINGING HER }i

OH, THANK
You,
DOCTOR.

q | HEARD N
L SHOUTING, AND

| WAS SO -
FRIGHTENED! £

DOUBLE
2 GUARDS! «

PRINCESS. '
> SOMEONE
WILL BE BY TO
| SEE YOU SOON.




- -

BACK IN CASTLE
i HETERODYNE— [N

I'VE PATCHED
HER UP AS MUCH

AS | CAN...

YOU THINK KLAUS 4
WULFENBACH'S KID,
THE STORM KING, A

SMOKE KNIGHT AND ALL

A\ THOSE OTHERS AIN'T

N ENOUGH?

HMF. SHE IS A VERY
GOOD FIGHTER, BUT
SHE WILL BE NO HELP
AT ALL TN HER
CURRENT STATE.

I'M TAKING HER
TO MAMMA..

..AND
LEAST [ ANYWAY, IT AIN'T
' THE FIGHTING

PR\ THE LADY NEEDS
D\ HER FOR.
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; OH, NOT
UNTIL THERE ] THAT
IS AN HETR- < AGAIN/

7 | SWEAR—
EVERY TWENTY

YEARS...IT'S LIKE
SOME KIND OF

" AHZ YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT
EXPERIMENTAL

e

L
I'M TALKING \
ABOUT
FRIENDS, YOU
MUD HUT.

\ PECPLE X

THEY COULD :
HOW MANY OF = —
THE MASTERS >\ 7R el

HAVE HAD REAL,

PEOPLE
FRIENDS?P l‘ ﬁ
< LIKED THEMP

MmN\
=\

YOU GOT
SOMETHIN' TO
SAY, YOU BETTER
SA4Y /T BEFORE YOU
BUST A WINDOW
OR SOMETHIN'.

THE HETERODYNE I

NEEDS THE ¢
STRONGEST
OTECTORS-

UGH. THAT
SOUNDS S0...

YACTUALLY LIKES"
(> THIS GIRL.




—

| AND IN avoTHER |8
| PART OF THE CASTLE— |8

RIGHT! SO,
AH, YOU HAVE
CONTROL,

OH: YES: OF

(4
COURSE. SORRY

ABOUT THAT,

WELL, THAT'S
TWO DOWN, AND
\ TWO MORE TO
GO. UNLESS THE
= REPAIRS REVEAL
MORE BREAKS...
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WHAT
MAKES YOU
THINK I'M—

-~
Z
—

YOU'RE
| BREATHING.

\ YOU GUYS
SHOULD TAKE A
* REST.
e

? I'LL BE READY

TO GO IN A FEW |
MINUTES.

REALLY HAVE TO Y
BE A B/7 MORE

ZOLA GOT
\ DESCRIPTIVE.

i AWAY BECAUSE

7 AND YoUu
HAVEN'T SAID A




| SEE. YOU'RE T
WAITING FOR ME TO ¢
|\ TWIT YOU ABOUT
LETTING ZOLA
ESCAPE—

IN FRONT OF
AGATHA, OF
2 COURSE,

Y IN ORDER TO
MAKE YOU LOOK

PLUS, YOU
WERE ALL MESSED
UP FROM THAT
PLANT.

YOU CAME
RUNNING IN AND
SAW SOMEONE YOU

HATE AND FEAR TRYING /

TO K/LL HER—

OF o
COURSE You
. REACTED. £

\\\‘K\\h .

NO No NO/S
YOU HAVEN'T
M/SSUDGED

My YOU'VE

UNDERESTIMATED

tsk. YOU
REALLY DO THINK
EVERYONE ELSE IS
MENTALLY DEFICIENT, /
\  DON'T YOUZR )

AGATHA,

NOT AN

/D/OT.

1\

SHE'S &

ONE OF THE

ANYWAY,
THERE'S ALSO NO
WAY YOU COULD

HAVE KNOWN THAT
ONCE | LET GO OF
A\ HER, SHE'D FLY

IT STARTLED
ME, I'LL

AGMIT. A FOOL IF |

GANE YOU A
HARD TIME

EVEN IF |
NEVER BREAK
YOUR ILLEGITIMATE

EMPIRE— .

. EVEN IF | )
CAN'T RECLAIM
THE CROWN OF

LIGHTNING— 4

you
BACKSTABBING
| SNEAK! TLL-

| CAN AND W/LL
¥  FORCE YOU TO
9 REVEAL YOURSELF TO
S\ AGATHA AS THE B4SE
d5 SCOUNDREL YOU
S REALLY ARE!
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SMARTEST PEOPLE |*1

WE'LL EVER MEET. A
% GIVE HER

SOME CREDIT

AND SHE'D
BE R/GHT.

LISTEN—
YOU'VE
KNOWN ZOLA
FOR YEARS.

YOU'RE USED
TO PROTECTING
HER.

; YOU HAD MO
/DEA SHE'D JUST
HURT AGATHA—

How N
couLp you M
HAVE?




AH! VIOLETTA!
MY LITTLE CLOUD
OF DOOM!

; EVEN YOU
CANNOT DAMPEN
MY SPIRITS RIGHT

y!

S ' DOSED HER
> ITWAS A WITH STUFF TO
/' CLEAN WOUND, REDUCE THE

AND | PACKED IT SHOCK.
UP TO STOP THE
BLEEDING.

MISTER
HIGGS DID SEEM
CONFIDENT OF
THAT.

IT! YOU TWO LET
HER GET HURT £
AGAINPY
WHY DIP |
5 EVEN LET YOU
OUT OF MY
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pID You
HAVE TO KEEP y | CAN'T
MOVING AROCUND BELIEVE HOW
SO MUCH? LONG IT TOOK TO
T b FIND YOU
IploTts!

SHYEAH. Y
“HELPED.” )

OH, CONME |
M NOW. WE @
HAD FUN/!

AND ALERTING YOU TO
EVERY OTHER TRAP &
WAS MORE THAN FAIR

Y HEH HEH. YEAH, \

| HE WAS FUSSING | 8 THAT ZOLA STUCK

OVER HER LIKE AN /A4 AGATHA WITH ONE
OLD HEN. - OF HER HAIR

| THINK SHE'S

GOING TO BE
AMORE THAN OKAY,

ACTUALLY.

DID HE TELL YOU

Ko - _ -_1 -,_\: '-‘ s : . " :

OF COU?SE LOOKS L[

TP, pTgfggi, IT'S "AUNTIE
AL B ALy I s I

LADY. I'M NOT Nf;;%i%és

LETTING YOU MARRY P
EITHER OF THESE A\ CAUSES.”

USELESS—_

GOOD JOB, ¥
\ HEROES.




AUNTIE

MEHITABEL'S— 1 g

NEVER
HEARD

OF IT.

I'M NOT
¥ SURPRISED.
B IT'S SUBTLE.

OHF
THANK YOU
VERY MUCH.

DETECT.

I'M NOT GOING
ANYWHERE WITH
3 THAT ONE.
IT REALLY ©
/S A SUBTLE

| DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHERE
YOU'RE GOING WITH
THAT ONE.

YOU'RE JUST
GOING TO REALLY
NEED SOME SLEEFP
WHEN YOU'RE DONE

IN HERE.
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SPEAKING OF
WHICH, WHAT'S

IAM STILL CUT
OFF FROM MOST
OF MY STRUCTURE;
AND ALMOST ALL
OF MY DEFENSIVE
SYSTEMS.

YOU ARE NOW
NEARING WHAT I
BELIEVE TO BE A

MAJTOR
PROBLEM AREA.

@

WAIT. THIS IS
CASTLE
HETERODYNE. MAYBE IT'S
SUPPOSED TO
BE ON FIRE.

—BUT EASY TO
GET RID OF: /F YOU
KNOW IT'S THERE AND
/F YOU HAVE THE

ANTIDOTE,

WHICH MEANS,
IT'S USUALLY
DEADLY.

YOU'RE JUST

LUCKY YOU'E

GOT A SMOKE
KNIGHT ON
YOUR SIDE.

BUT—IT'S

REALLY OKAY

Now?

SURE. YOU
STILL SHOULD
HAVE WAITED

FOR ME.,
BUT | GOT

TO YOU IN
TIME.

IT our’

[ . APPARENTLY
NOT.




Y IT'S DOWN
- Y THEBLUE ¥
: N CORRIDOR—IN
S W\ THE TOWER OF

WHAT DO
| you MEAN?!

STATUE OF DA Y 2 N
AT ‘ Wr ALEXANDROS | |0 4 ?) 4 © _
Nt HETERODYNE? BN UM...ABoUT VG
A / f Y9/l TEN METERS. @ R
- . ”"' = :._.__.__. _— . ; J

YO 3
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LOTS OF
=7 MINOR INJURIES,
\ BUT NOTHING TOO
B SERIOUS—

7 YES...| IMAGINE
; KLAUS WILL BE
VERY INTERESTED
IN SPEAKING WITH
> THIS ONE.

| KNOW IT
SOUNDS CRAZY,
BUT...

| THINK WE
SHOULD HAVE SOME
RESTRAINTS PUT IN.
JUST...JUST IN
CASE.

AH: YOU'RE
LEARNING, MY
DEAR.
IT DOES NOT
SOUND CRAZY.
IT SOUNDS
PRUDENT.

THANK YOU,
GRANDFATHER.

:’""““ d

’

=" UNDERESTIMATE

THAT SOUNDS |
LIKE SOMEONE /£
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METABOLISM Q |
STABILIZED FOR NOW,

HARD FROM WHATEVER
CARTLOAD OF DRUGS A
SHE GOT DOSED 4

CAN'T WAIT TO
HEAR THE STORY
_BEHIND THAT.

-

T

tek.

OH! PLE
EXCUSE

W\ CHANCE.

GETS THE

SHE'S STILL
APPALLINGLY
70OX/C, AND THE

AFTEREFFECTS
OF SOME OF THIS

NEW [DEAS ON
R\ HOW TO PROCEED
P\ WITH 7447... <

ME!

| MUST HAVE

THE WRONG Your

WHO ARE

/ WELL, IT'S
GOING TO BE SOME
SLOW, CAREFUL

WORA FLUSHING THIS |

MESS OUT OF HER
SYSTEM WITHOUT
ATLLING HER.

CURSE THIS
WRETCHED,
WEAK BODY!

... WHY
YOU S/LLY
GIRL!

I'™M
LUCREZIAS




—AND THEN |
BURIED HIM IN

HIS PRECIOUS

ANT FARMY!

YES/ AND IT
WAS EVER SO
SATISFYING!

AS GULLIBLE AS HER
DEAR MAMA/! SHE'S
PART OF SOME
SCHEME THE

L kNIGHTS OF JoVE |

DYING TO

| KNOW, DEAR—¥ WHO /S THIS

e YOU'RE
L\ WEARINGR

WHEN |
HEARD THEM
SAY "HETERODYNE
GIRL,"
| NATURALLY
ASSUMED |I'D FIND
THE ME | LEFT WITH
OUR DAUGHTER.

AND THE DARLING
GIRL DECIDED TO
RESCUE ME!

-..AND THERE
WE WERE IN THE
OLD SECRET

YOU PROBABLY
CAN'T TELL, SINCE
THE SILLY THING GOT
HERSELF FRIGHTFULLY
BASHED UP—

BUT THIS IS
ZOLA. DEAR
DEMON/CA’'S
PAUGHTER.

DEMONICA/

HNE AT LABORATORY,

| JUST COPIED

MYSELF R/GHT
OVER HER, NEAT
AS YOU PLEASE!

| COULDN'T STOP
HER. SHE MADE A
BEELINE FOR THE
HORRIBLE PLACE.

’ SHE'S GOT A
DEVICE—AROCUND

HER NECK— A
LOCKET—

IT'S KEEPING
ME LOCKED
DOWN TIGHT
INSIDE HER.

7 ANOTHER
ANNOYANCE
COURTESY OF
THAT MEDDLING

WHATEVER
WERE YOU

DOING THERE, OF ;
ALL PLACES? ’ —Ti L

Y NO, NO. HE N\

MADE ITTO \ o o . el 4 Lo s 1 ' WANT HIM TO ¢

KEEP HER FROM | Il e o : : 5 \ SHOW UPP/! 4
BREAKING 2 o e
THROUGH. £ ; b

BUT HE'S
BEEN MISSING
FoR yEARS. ) P

7V HE'S NO
{f AN
A THREAT
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—BUT: DEAR,
THIS EXPLAINS
SO MUCH.

| BARELY
HAD TIME TO
SEAL THE SECRET
PASSAGES,

KLAUS'S TROOPS
OVERRAN
STURMHALTEN!

THEY COMPLETELY
SWALLOWED THE

TALE OF “MY
TREACHEROUS
BROTHER"—

BUT, NEXT |

AH—WE WERE
CAPTURED
BEFORE WE COULD
JOIN THEM.

NEATLY
AMBUSHED BY
DEAR KLAUS
HIMSELF/

OH: YES. YOU
KNOW THAT ANNOYING;
SOFT-HEARTED ROMANTIC
STREAK HE ALWAYS

HAD?  Goner
SOMEONE'S
BURNED [T R/GHT
OUT OF HIM!

OH; YES.
THESE MARVELOUS

MOST AMAZING
THINGS.

E\\ @ HE'S IN
¢ /

_\ RECOVERY.
MUST'WE HAD TO
KNOCK HIM
SENSELESS.

—AND THAT'S WHY

i P |, “PRINCESS ANEVKA
OF STURMHALTEN" AM
; STILL HERE.
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WAITING FOR MY |

HEARD, #E WAS HERE

IN THE HOSPITAL: AND; §

YOU WERE IN THE
b CASTLE!

SOUNDS
PROMISING.

I'™M JusST

AUDIENCE.

IT'"S NOT AS IF
| COULD REALLY GUARDS,
SMOTHER HIM. _ YOU KNOW.

YOU MUST N

—{ GET TO HIM AS
SOON 4S5
POSS/BLE! £

SINCE YOU WERE
BOTH SUPPOSED
TO HAVE GONE WITH
OUR PRIESTESSES,

| GLUESSED THAT \
SOMETHING HAD
\ GONE TERR/BLY 4

HE RECOGNIZED
ME; EVEN THOUGH |
WAS SO WELL
DISGUISED—

AND THEN, HE
I\ TRIED TO K7LL

WE OUGHT TO
SMOTHER HIM
BEFORE HE
WAKES UP.

ALL YOU HAVE
TO DO IS TALK,
DARLING.

DEAR KLAUS
1S ALREADY
OURS.




nor THis Ng S ) 4150 TRUE.
BODY CAN... &7 ALL RIGHT,
TAKE IT! we Nego
EVERY..
ADVANTAGE!

YOU ARE, AN ' ' IF | CAN...HEAL

DEAREST— A R FASTER...THAN
THEY EXPECT— :

THESE SILLY e : ) e N | S ouETLy,
MACHINES OF SUN'S =
JUST NEEDED A

—l

PN Lcc7LE TWEAK, AND S\ 3 - .
" ' . -, ey - ) NNG! SO
YOU GO! " @ e

B\ ) IFYOURE ) &=

PERHAPS IT IS £ N "' | o
,7OO MUCH? FEFE- o N N = uﬂ‘f | &

PRINCESS!
THERE YOU
ARE!

Y OH/ DOCTOR
ROTHFUSS!/
HELLO/

YOU ARE NOT
SUPPOSED TO
LEAVE YOUR MY POOR

!
, ROOMS, HOW DID You PEOPLES g FI‘EP\‘E* SEJ\?EE I'LL
GET PAST YOUR L R SO
ATTENDANTS? e MUCH BETTER
ONCE I'VE SPOKEN
TO HIM!

YES, WELL.
/ THAT'S QUITE
A UnoERSTANDABLE.
NEEDED TO - :
TERRIBLE WALK AND... " WILL HAVE IT ALL
AND THINAK A [ UNDER CONTROL IN NO
(WA TivE. YOU/LL SEE.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



ELSEWHERE, IN CASTLE HETEROCDYNE—

| DUNNO, BIG \ )
BROTHER: 3 ..WE'RE IN
SOMETHING’-B CASTLE HETERODYNE
WRONG. A WITH EXPLODING
| — \ COLLARS AROUND
OUR NECKS—

. f"’ CAUGHT
lf BETWEEN A FAKE
HETERODYNE AND
B A REAL ONE
(AS WELL AS
ASSORTED
CRIMINALS, MANIACS,
AND VARIOUS
MONSTERS

NOT JUST

_HIM.

| MEAN
ANYBODY.

THERE'S A
WHOLE BUNCH
OF PRISONERS IN

WE'VE CERTAINLY
COVERED
ENOUGH

|

WE SHOULDY
HAVE FOUND
MORE PEOPLE.

-

A

WHERE /S

vewsoov?

IF | KNEW
WHERE YOUNG
WULFENBACH
wA4s,

I'D FINISH THE
JOB AND WE
COULD LEAVE
THIS PLACE!

SUSPECT THAT
EVEN IF WE
FOUND ANY

A BEER IN HERE,

y IT WOULD BE
EVIL OR, AT THE
VERY LEAST,

TRY TO BE
A BIT MORE
SPEC/IFIC.

MAYBE IF YOU STOPPED |
SHOUTING: YO744R
TRYGGVASSEN—

. GENTLEMAN
TR ADVENTURER—

HAS
ARRNVED/”
EVERY TIME WE
WALK INTO A
ROOM—

THAT'S MY
THINGS

WELL, WELL-AND
WHOM DO WE

I'VE NEVER

HAVE HERE?P!

( FELT ANYTHING
\ LIKE 7HAT. _

y HM. THAT
DOESN'T SOLND

NO: NO—
WE'RE NOT

I'™
ENCOURAGED.

WAS SOMETHING
Goop?




THE CUTE ONE
WHO WORKS WITH
PROFESSOR
TIKTOFFEN!

N BEEN TRYING TO
\ REPA/IR YOU!

WHAT DID
YOU DO 7HAT
FORP!
I DON'T NEED
MUCH OF A
REASON.

)
"8 BUT... BUT THE
HETERODYNE
BOYS WERE
HEROES!
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=
YES-AND ]i,
L\ 15 THIS?

/ AM OTHAR
TRYGGVASSEN—

GENTLEMAN
ADVENTURER!

SO YOU'VE ¥

HEARD OF

WELL, IF YOU
DROP THEM DOWN
BOTTOMLESS

\ P/TS EVERY—

THIS /S AN

{ ANNOYING
PLACE: /SN'T A
. 7P




WELL, WE'RE
STILL HAGGLING
- OVER THE
WHY, SHE'S o PETAILS—
GOING TO BE MY — 4
SPUNKY GIRL
S/IDEKICKY

- | CAN SEE |
/ SHALL HAVE TO

4 SPEAK WITH
AGATHA ABOUT
MAKING SOME

e o —
.

[ weLL, THeRE'S | I \ \ £
ALWAYS THE 1 | E
[ -’ﬂ . ) ! . [ TIKTOFFEN!

2 \\_\ 1 1/

" LTHIS IS A
TORTURE

ITHE TQRTURG-'F:C PSYCHOLOGICAL
[ IS NOW SERVI e * [ THAT EVEN
VICTIM h TORTURE

—WELL, |
WON'T SAY THAT
UNTIL WE'RE OUT

OF HERE.

LOOK AT 3
you! YOU'RE = ; IT DOESN'T

NOT DEAD! ) SEEM THAT

YOU'RE ALL
RIGHT,
PROFESSOR!

MUSIC! AT IS
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-

AND AT MAMMA GKIKA'S—

DON'T YOU
WORRY ABOUT

SHE'LL
BE JUST

PROBABLY FROM
SOME CUT-OFF
b BACKWATER, YESP

WHERE; I'M
GUESSIN', YOU WERE
USED TO BEIN' ONE O'

THE TOUGHEST
THINGS AROCUND.

OVERCONFIDENCE |

AILLED.
BUT THE

IMPORTANT W
WORD THERE IS
“ALMOST.Y

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

: NO
} THANKS TO

I'VE
COMPLETELY

DON'T TALK TO
ME LIKE YOU'RE
MY WISE OLD o
heh. I'M

CRINOMA: 47 GuEssIN' YouR oLD

€ GRANDMA'S ONE O

THE FEW BACK HOME

WHO COULD TAKE
YOU ON—

AND I'LL BET
SHE'D SAY THE

THERE'S OLD
FOLKS HERE THAT

PLENTY—
/F YOU'RE SMART
ENOUGH TO REALIZE

YOU STILL HAVE STUFF £

TO LEARN.

How p'you Y
FEELP

YOU'RE

GOOD= g1 you're
WHATP AMAYBE
EARLY TWENTIES?,

AND THAT
STURMVORAUS
FELLA CALLED YOU
YPRINCESS..."

I—1 WILL LEARN N
WHATEVER IT
TAKES TO
PROTECT AGATHA/

AND THEN—/
WILL KICKk
YOUR BUTT!




— — .
SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE MECHANICSBURG... = " 4 -
7 - 2 N COH HO/ ( 5
@, - (' coME IN, MY -4 ‘ o w
W SIRS, DEY IZ ' -~
> E ) il Y b L

I AH—INDEED D,
HYU VOS. ECTUALLY,

¢/ NO; NO—I TINK ¢ SHE KINDA

), DISIZVUNOV ¢ ~
. 2a .malt Y DOES TRICK & f FOUND UZ A
—UND HEFF 2 \ @QVEST/ONS, '( HETERODYNE
HYU FORGOTTEN v O BC\  BRODDER. . > Loz
HOW TO - ' . g s [ pOoT STILL

HAFF A BEEG
PARTY VIT DRINKS
b AND VIMMIN IN

VOULDN'T BE
DE ODDER—
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Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

BUT MEBBE
HYU DUN VANT
ME TO GIFF MY
REPORT VIT DOT

)y GUY HIDINK

BEHIND DER

CUFZTAIN

"HOKAY—DER
LADY AGATHA
IZ NOT DER
ODDER—

BUT HER
MAMMA—DER
LADY LUCREZIA,
SHE VAZ. /Z.

IN STURMHALTEN, SHE :-.

SOMEHOW GOTS
INS/DE DER LADY
AGATHA'S HEAD.

IN CONTROL,
ZUMMETIMES NOT.*

AT MAMMA,
GKIKA'S, DIS MIZZ
ZEETHA TOLD HYU

MASTER GILGAMESH
ALL ‘\Bour IT.

AH—=THAT'S
WHY HE WENT
INTC THE

EEZ ALL
VERRA
HOSH-
HOSH.

HOW ABOUT IF \
I'M NOT BEHIND
THE CURTAIN® 4

1Z HOKAY,

BUT HOW DID
HYU KNOW HE VOS &
DEREP

BUT THAT
COULD HAVE
I\ BEEN ANY ONE
OF —
o AH, NEVER
MIND.

. SCHMELLED

SO4P.

"DER LADY
AGATHA, SHE
FIGHTS HER, BUT
DER ODDER IS
VERRA STRONK.

NOW MEEZ
AGATHA GOTS A
LEEDLE DEVICE
DOT KEEPS HER
MAMMA QVIET IN
HER HEAD.

ITVOS
BUILT BY
MASTER

HE NOS LAST SEEN
ELEFFEN YEARS
| 4Go. Hy HAFF HEARD ||
| vozzink oF
MASTER VILLIAM.#

BUT HOW
DOES AYU

HY VAS :
LISTENING AT
DER DOORS/

LIKE A GRETT
BEEG SNEEKY

Y vITOUT HER
MAMMA, IN HER
HEAD, HY TINK DER
LADY VILL BE MEBBE
KINDA BOR/NA: LIKE
HER POPLA,

BUT SHE /Z A
HETERODYNE.
—UND A
PRETTY
STRONK

UND HOW
DOES HYU
KNOW ALL

\ DER LADY GOTS
Dls VARRIOR GURL
TRAININ' HER. DEY IS

‘ GOOT FRIENDS.

DIMOS HY AM
SHOCKED AT

STILL, IT
DIS BEHAVIOR/

WAS RATHER
CLEVER OF
HIM...




-+BUT HYU

" WITH THIS
GIRL INSTALLED

AS THE

-

HETERCDYNE—

THE JAGERS
WILL VERY LIKELY
WIND UP AS TOOLS

DEY SGVEEZ

PIPPLE'S MINDS.
HYU KNOWS

VY JAGERS
HATES DER
ODDER'S

JAGERS /Z
NOT LEEDLE
PETZ/
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COMPELLED
TO SERVE.

>
EFFRY VUN
OV US REACHED
OUT OUR HANDS
UND TOOK DER
JAGERDRAUGHT
BY CHOICE—

UND VE GOT
DER GOOT
END OV DER
DEAL, HYU BET
VE DID!

VE SERVE DER
HETERODYNES
FREELY, OUT OF
LUFF UND
LOYALTY—

Yy UND OUR
HETERODYNES
HAFF ALVAYS

EARNED DOT!

OHP THERE WAS '
CERTAINLY A TIME WHEN
THE JAGERS HAD NO
QUALMS ABOUT HELPING
THE OLD HETERODYNES
LAY WASTE TO EUROPA.

—AND EVEN NOW;

IF THE OTHER, AS THE
NEW HETERODYNE;
WERE TO ORDER YOU,
WOULDN'T YOU BE
FORCED TO—

DOT VOULD
NEFFER
HEPPEN.

“BUT DOT
LUCREZ/A—

ALvAYZ BAD |
KREZY, UND NOT
IN DE FUN VAY.

TREATED DER
JAGERS LIKE
LEEDLE PETZ—
NO—LIKE DEY
NOS PROPERTY.

VE PUT OP VIT
HER ONLY

| BECAWZE \E |1Z

PATIENT.

-.UND BECAWZE
MASTER BILL
NOS IN LUFF.”

HY AM NOT

SURPRISED AT
ALL TO HEAR DOT
KREZY LADY IZ DER

YAH! UND NOW
SHE TINKS SHE VILL
TEK CONTROL OV OUR
HETERODYNE?

SHE ALvA4AyZ

<7 VANTED TO MAKE )
) EFFRYBODY OBEY ({

HER!

.G

BUT DER

| UAGERS VILL NOT

BE FORCED!/

NEFFER
SUBMIT TO
SOCH A TING!




Ho #or BUT X Y
OUR HETERODYNE ~
FIGHTS! AN

SHE
FIGHTS FOR
HER LIFE!

HER SAFE, UNTIL
SHE KEN GET HER
KREZY MAMMA OUT

¥ SHE IS DER
HETERODYNE—

UND SHE LOOKS
A LIKE A STRONKA

... VUN, TOO.

1Z HIGH
DRAMA—AZ

GOOT AS DER
oLD DAYZ!

: , 2 SHE VILL |
VE VILL ! 8 / B _ aoion VOURK IT ouT |
SUPPORT { ' l wiLL sve oo B

WHATR/ NO/
WE CAN'T LET
THEM GET |15 THE SAME
TOGETHER! A yaNDING
THE EMPIRE TO
THE OTHER!

OR MEBBE
DOT YOUNG
WULFENBACH OV
HYOURZ FIND A
VAY, HEYP HE IZ VUN
SCHMOT

EEDIOT. DEY 1Z
ALREDDY
TOGEDDER!

UND DOT'S
DER BEST TING
DOT COULD HAFF

HAPPENED!
UND HE 1Z

ALREDDY IN
LUUUURY NIT

HOW CAN
HER, Y4HP

You s4y

BECAUSE &Y
ANOWS
PIPPLES

“TINKY DEY 1Z
YOUNG., DEY |1Z
IN LURVY

DEY GETS DER ODDER OUT OF DERE
KESTEL FEEXED ’ IN LESS DEN A
UP, AND DERE [F5 & VEEKY
DEY ARE, NIZE =

UND SAFE.. [~ b

"AND DEN DEY
REALIZE DOT HER
MAMAA GUN BE
RIGHT DERE DE
WHOLE TIMES"

heh heh Aek. DEY
VILL HAFF DE

HYU CHUST
VAT UND

b\

DEY STARTS

AL (o
o P . VIT DER
S .
)

>
|
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..AND

THAT'S YOUR
ANSWER.
>, YOU'RE GOING
[ TO RISK EVERYTHING
8\ TO FOLLOW A NEW
_ HETERODYNE, _

AN

..AND
NOW, | MUST
RETURN TO
MY DUTIES.

HAS BEEN MOST
INFORMATIVE.

IF YOU WOULD,
PLEASE ADVISE
YOUR NEW
MISTRESS—

OTHER PRESENTS,

NOT ONLY TO HER;

BUT TO EURCPA; IS
VERY GRAVE.

YEZ. EVEN IF
MEEZ AGATHA
DESTROYS DER
ODDER IN HER
HEAD—  gpe vILL NEFFER

NO/ HE VILL
VANT HER
LOCKED OP—

STUD/ED.
EFFENTUALLY,

DESTROYED.

HE VILL
NOT TAKE {]
P\ D R/SK.
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SHE CAN AND
MUST COME TO HIM,
PEACEFULLY
FOR...ASSISTANCE.

ON THE OFF
CHANCE THAT
THIS—THIS YOUNG
G/RL CAN DEFEAT
THE OTHER—

HY TINK
SHE GOTS A
GO0D
CHENCE.

DE HETERODYNES
HAFF FACED LO7S
OV B4D TINGS,

=/ couLp
[/ BELIEVE SHE
WILL DO SO,
BUT SPARKS
CAN BE...

" GOOD DAY,
GENTLEMEN.
..AND GOOD

pIS IS
HYOUR TIME,
NOW.

GOTS DOT
RIGHT.

poT PIe

NOT GO
VERRA WELL, NO:
5 BrRODDER, |

DUN TINK [T

MEESTER
BORIS AMUST
KNOW DOT VE

DER HAUS UF
HETERODYNE
MUST NOW
PREFARE FOR
VAar.



I'VE GOT
you!

<

X
m
L)
X

AdAaH!

TLE HETERODYNE—
EVERYBODY

CAS

HOLD ON/ X

IS THE ;
FIRE OUT? |
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L

V BUT WHY AR
THERE MECHANICAL
SQUID IN THE
CISTERN?

WHY IS
EVERYONE SO
SURPRISED

WHERE ELSE
WOULD WE
KEEP THEM?

7 WELL, IT'S
A MIGHTY USEFUL,

HOW WE WOULD
HAVE REACHED
THIS BREAK
WITHOUT [T.

g

MIGHT ACTUALLY

GET THIS SECTION

REPAIRED BEFORE
NIGHTFALL.

YES. WHEN WE
GET THE CASTLE
\ FIXED, THEN
; WHAT?

WE'RE COUNTING
ON IT STILL BEING

FUNCTIONAL ENOUGH |}

TO DEFEND THE TOWN.
MAYBE EVEN THE

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

W <o FAR, SO

GOOD, BUT MY
FATHER STILL

THINKS SHE'S
THE OTHER—

AND HE rSN'T |
ENTIRELY )

7 YOU'RE N
| BEING aWFUILLY
QUIET. y

7 L NEVER BE

Y ABLE TO CONVINCE
B\ MY FATHER THAT SHE |

ISN'T A THREAT.

WE'RE
GOING TO BE
UNDER




p°

P e o * 4
OUR LIVES. 4SS ‘"\ \

| AM FAIRLY
CERTAIN | CAN FIND \
A WAY TO ERASE e
LUCREZIA'S PRESENCE /=
FROM AGATHA'S g
MIND;, 2

AND BE ABLE
TO PROVIDE
ENOUGH EVIDENCE
TO PROVE IT—
EVEN TO YOUR
FATHER.
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| CAN'T
BELIEVE

GOING TO HAVE TO
TELL YOU, JUST TO
SHUT OFF YOUR
DRAMA VALVES

| MEAN, JUST N P
OHP AND
O -
LISTENING T YOU DON'T

THINK THIS IS
ME ALREADY. Jads, sl

WE'VE NEVER
FOUND A CURE
EVEN FOR
REVENANTS—
AND THIS IS

po you
[ HAVE ANY
: IDEAS?

MATTER OF
FACT, | DO.

[ KNOW...SOME \§

THINGS ABOUT |II8
LUCREZIA'S .
WORK. BETWEEN WHAT
| ALREADY KNEW,
AND WHAT SHE

PLUS, WHAT | N
WAS ABLE TO SEE
DOWNSTAIRS IN /£
HER LAB—

TAUGHT ME BACK IN

STURMHALTEN;

WAIT="TAUGHT™"
YOU'RE SAYING
YOU STUDIED WITH
LUCREZIAP




AFTER MY
FATHER WAS

KILLED: | 7e/ED TO
= GET AGATHA
OuT OF
STURMHALTEN.

BUT THE
GEISTERS
CAUGHT HER
AND /NSTALLED
LUCREZ/A.

N WHAT ABOUT
THE SLAVER |
wasp,s> M

| DONIT
KNOW.

{ IT'DBE
TRICKY.

THE CLASSIC
“REVENANT"
CREATED BY THE
' WASPS—

THE '
SHAMBLING
MONSTER—
1 IS ONLY AN a8

| UNFORTUNATE
STATISTICAL
EXTREME.

“THE GEISTERS D/DN'T
TRUST ME. IF | HADN'T
MOVED QUICKLY, THEY
WOULD HAVE K/LLED ME.
D | SUCKED UP TO
LUCREZIA AND
FLATTERED HER

OUTRAGEOUSLY.

IT'S WHAT SHE
EXPECTS FROM
PEOPLE. SHE
LOVES IT."

" ..BUT IT WAS USEFUL -
IN THAT IT OBFUSCATED
THE FACT THAT THE LARGER

B\ ' POPULATION REMAINED

OUTWARDLY NORMAL.,
JUST

( conrroLLABLE.

BRILLIANT,
REALLY.

MY FATHER
JUST DISCOVERED
THIS WHEN
STURMHALTEN
FELL!

...S0 SHE 9
{ KEPT ME AROUND §

AND HAD Mg OOl
ASS/ST HER. ,
SHE TAUGHT ME o

ENOUGH BASIC
PRINCIPLES THAT, WITH
ACCESS TO HER MACHINES, B
| SHOULD BE ABLE TO '
; OPERATE THEM.

THAT STUFF IN
HER LAB—IT
MIGHT BE
DESTROYED.

PROBABLY WITH N
IMPROVEMENTS.

MY FATHER...
WORKED WITH
LUCREZIA BEFORE
SHE BECAME THE
OTHER.

SO THERE
ARE THINGS
THAT WE—
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You. YOUR
FAMILY.

YOUR STUFPID
V\STORM KING”
PLOTTING.

YOU WERE
WORKING WITH
THE MONGFISHES—
WITH LUCREZ/A,

AND YOU
ANEW SHE
WAS THE
OTHER?

p' SEE TO IT THAT
YOU ARE PUBLICLY
FLOGGED FOR A

WEEK BEFORE YOUR
EXECUTION.

‘F'{-":- -

1)
4
e
g

b

COULD YoU
TWO PUT OFF
KILLING EACH OTHER
LONG ENOUGH TO
MIND THE
CONTROLS?

I'M NOT
SAYING THAT

THAT | CAN;,
AS A SCIENTIST,
APPRECIATE THE

ELEGANCE OF
HER DESIGNS.

TRUE...AND
| GUESS EVEN YOU
WOULDN'T WANT
THAT TO HAPPEN
. 10 AGATHA.

ANEW ABOUT
SLAVER
wA4sPs”

NO WONDER
STURMHALTEN WAS
CRAWLING WITH

REVENANTS. ‘

| THOUGHT 47
LEAST YOU
WOULD STOP AT
THAT—

BUT
HERE YOU ARE,
PRACTICALLY HER
SUCCESSOR!

IS THAT HOW
YOU PLAN TO
“"RECLAIM YOUR
THRONEP"

7 THAT'S JUST
WHAT I'D EXPECT

FROM A DESPOT'S
SPOILED BRAT.

AFTER ALL, IT .
DOESN'T MATTER THAT
IT WAS MY FATHER AND
HIS FRIENDS WHO DID
ALL THAT.

COURSE
NOT/ j
IT SHOULON'T §
HAPPEN TO...

WELL, TO
ANYBODY.




YRS P = R E B R ][50

THE STREETS OF
MECHANICSBURG—

= -t

THE SMUGGLER'S g

GUILD HAS BEGUN
BRINGING IN ENOUGH

FOOD TO LAST SIX /

»f THEY SAID WE (@
COULD plscuss i

\Y SO | DEMANDED o
{]) A BULK DISCOUNT OF \
AN ADDITIONAL 20%
OFF OR THEY COULD
A\ plscuss TERMS
N LATER WITH THE
N\ JAGERS.

b
_ e
WAIT. IS AOMIT: IT w N
THAT WASN'T VERY T N
NICE. <Ml
\ L | ALSO TOLD g (¥
THEM WE'D BEEN PERSON WHO

APPROACHED BY THE I IS PUTTING
WULFENBACH DARK J et AP YOU TO BED. 4

—THOUGHT THE
DARK FLEET WAS A...
WHACHACALLIT...
RUMOR.

BECAUSE AND YOU
YOU'VE NEED TO SLEEF
ALREADY DONE [ NOW,
EVERYTHING YOU

7 OR YOU WILL
b | BE OF NO USE

| WHATSOEVER TO
| THIS TOWN WHEN
\ THE A774CK

THE DOOR'S
BEEN
BROKEN.
<

SOMETHING'S
WRONG.



AH! THERE \
YOou ARE/

HERE 7HEY N AND NOW, / HAVE N VANAMOND
RE, AND HERE YOU—THE MOST HELIOTROPE—
INDEED, , YOU ARE, IMPORTANT MAN IN THE
INDEED! | AND HERE MECHANICSBURG— RINGER OF

THE DoOoAS

(%4 L0100 Al |
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THE DOOM 7 oF
BELL? _ 'BIG BELL... W ( course

RS p
MIDDLE OF I'VE THIS /S YOUR

FAMILY'S JOB, IS J'}

WHY, | WANT
YOU TO DO YOUR
JOB, sIr!

| WANT YOU N
10 RING THE
DOOM BELL!

THE PAYROLL
OF THE TOWN,;
BUT NEVER DO

BUT...BUT
WHYR

YOU'RE
OUBLENMACH,
RIGHT?

ONE OF THE MEN
WHO BROUGHT IN
THAT FALSE
HETERODYNE GIRL/

“INDEED, INDEED!
ROUSTED BY A GENUINE
HETERODYNE, NO LESS!

ASTON/SHING TIMES,
ARE THEY NOT; SIR?

...BUT REAL OR FAKE, IT
MAKES NO D/FFERENCE
TO AN OLD PIRATE LIKE
AMYSELF/”
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YOU R/ING THAT
BELL.

YOUR PLAN
s RUINED!

AHAHAHAS
-AND WHAT A
GLOR/OUS PLAN

R =BT IT WAS/

YOUR FAKE
HETERODYNE!
YOUR PLAN/ EDIFICE OF
DREAMS AND

b

AND THOSE
ARISTOCRATIC
FOOLS DID LOVE

A MAGNIFICENTY]

YOUR
“*HETERODYNE" WAS
SEVERELY INJURED

WHILE FLEEING THE
CASTLE!

SHE'S UNDER
HEAVY GUARD IN
THE GREAT
HosPITAL!

BUT | AM A
LESSER MAN,
ALAS—

AND / WAS
SIMPLY IN IT FOR
THE 7TREASURE!




YOU'RE AFTER N
THE 7TREASURE
OF THE
HETERODYNESR 4

ARE YOU
SERIOUS?! |

r MORE LEVEL
HEADS, OF COURSE;,
KNOW THAT THERE
/5 NO TREASURE.

A CASTLE, A TOWN;

A MONSTROUS

FIGHTING HORDE— /

ALL THESE
MUST BE
MAINTAINED—

AND NC DOUBT
THE OLD SENESCHALS,
AT LEAST, WERE
PRACTICAL MEN.
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“THE FABLED
TREASURE,
ACCUMULATED BY
GENERATIONS OF

TO ACTUALLY P4y
FOR ANYTHING."”

*...AND THE STORY §
THAT SAYS THE AMA/N
VAULT ONLY OPENS
WHEN THE DOOAS
BELL RINGS—

BUT A FANC/FUL
EMBRO/DERY ON A
DREAMER’'S TALE.”

“T'S A FA/RY
S7ORY TREASURE
HUNTERS HAVE
TOLD EACH OTHER
FOR A HUNDRED | |\

YEARS! "

SURELY IT IS NOTHING M ¥

RIGHT DOWN TO
THE LOYAL
GUARDIAN, WHO
WOULD RATHER D/E
THAN BETRAY HIS
MASTERS."

BUT STILL...I
THINK WE SHALL
RING IT ANYWAY.




7 YOU DO REALIZE N
THAT THE BELL IS

COMMANDP

ONLY TO BE RUNG AT ||
"\ THE HETERODYNE'S J

AH: YES, BUT
THERE /S A
HETERODYNE,
I/SN'T THERER

YES,
GENTLEMEN, |
BELIEVE THE |
BELL SHOULD /i
. RING! i

WHY:
TRADITION
PRACTICALLY
DEMANDS

- _ IT!
NO DOUBT, A
SMALL EXCESS OF
ENTHUSIASM ON YOUR

PART WILL BE SEEN AS
QUITE FORG/IVABLE.

WOULD YOoU

/ NOI NOT YET/ \
N TRULY SACRIFICE )

THE BELL CAN'T THIS?

RING UNTIL THE
CASTLE ACCEFPTS
HER!

Y As you see—1 ¥
HAVE NO SCRUPLES
A ABOUT HITTING A

EVEN YOUR
DEAR OLD
. MOTHER...
7 AND I'LL
Do /T
AGAIN, IF |
\ AMUST—

BUT | MUST
ADMIT, SIR, MY
HEART WOULDN'T
BE IN IT.

MOTHERHOOD,
AND ALL THAT—
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Il GRAIN OF TRUTH
\ TO THE STORY!

IT SEEMS YES?

THERE IS A
IS TRUE: |

7 AH, CURSE
THIS INSATIABLE
CURIOSITY OF
MINE! heh heh. 4

AH: BUT | CANV
CUT THE THROAT

OF THIS YOUNG
LADY, SIR.
THAT | CAN

DO—AS EASY
AS PIE.

QUITE
POSSIBLY,

YOU ARE
NOBLE MEN; Jf
YESP

/ AM MADE OF
LESSER

> WHERE ARE N
THE KEYS TO THE )
BELL TOWERP /£




HETERODYNE. ; REFPAIR—P
you ;

KNOW IT.
/ KNow 1T/

| SHOULD
HAVE REPAIRED
THE BELL DA4YS

DO YOU THINK e
ycggsgggeo Fﬁ'ﬁgr THE NOT/CED THAT THE
= \ STRIKER 445 NO
TREASURE? HINDREDTH N\ HAMMERPS

"RING THE
BELL AND GOLD
WILL FALL OUT
OF THE SKY/!”

MINSTRELS
HAVE BEEN
BLEATING THAT
DRIVEL FOR
CENTURIES!

 “WE HAD A STEADY STREAM [ B/
| OF TREASURE HUNTERS il —BUTAS A
FOR YEARS AFTER THE : LOYAL SERVANT,
HETERODYNES VANISHED. REMOVED ¥ YoU WILL 8
1 ‘ PREPARED FOR
e IS
; " RETURN—YESP
TO DEAL WITH THEM ”gﬂg r
| OURSELVES—” 1

DO NOT EXPECT

ME TO BELIEVE
THAT YOU CANNOT
& r X h : REPAIR IT E4AS/LY, IF
A O

e y YOU SO CHOOSE/
Melissa Nuno (order #7702076




BACK IN CASTLE
| HETERODYNE—

ONCE AGAIN
IN CONTROL
| OF THIS AREA/

THE KITCHEN... SO B

SORRY ABOLUT

THAT... (HEH HEH.) /B

ALL THISRS

TO HEAT THE
IT'S A VENT OF
COALBED METHANE
YOUR ANCESTORS
HARNESSED.

I'M TOLD SOME
OF THE TOWERS
CAN GET QUITE
CHILLY IN THE

THAT'S OKAY,
BUT—HOW ARE
YOUP DID THAT
FIRE DO MUCH

DAMAGER

IT's
SUPPOSED TO
BE LIKE THAT.

PART OF MY
~ HEATING
| sysTem, you

WELL, THANKS
FOR THE LOVELY
SURPRISE
BATH, THEN.

HMM... WELL,
THE MASTER'S
BEDROOM ONLY




A LITTLE LATER—

F'-__"

WELL, SHE'S
STILL GOT A FEW
THINGS TO FINISH
UP: AND THEN WE

MOVE ON.

- WHAT'S THE Vgl
MATTER WITH | F
YOU NOW?

Y SHUT UP. | AM

i UNHAFPPY AND
WISH TO BROOD
/N PEACE. 4
K YEAH; '
[ WELL, | DIDN'T
N\ 7AKE THAT

. _CLASE' | DION'T

TAKE ANY |
OF THEM. J°

=)

/ WAS ;
THROWN OFF
YOUR HIGH AND
MIGHTY

| LEAVE TO GET
YOU GUYS

AND YOU SET THE
PLACE ON FIRE
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WAIT—I BET

| CAN GUESS |

WHAT'S

BUGGING

y ,.{A

BECAUSE 4GA7HA
IS INVOLVED, IT'S
FINALLY HIT YOU THAT—
JUST AM4YBE—
USING THE :
OTHER'S TECH TO
CONTROL PEOPLE
MIGHT BE CONSIDERED,
| DON'T KNOW, KIND
OF WRONG?

LOOK, IT'S
| —_—

JUST LEAVE
ME ALONE,
OKAY?

)/ sure. you're
JUST NOW
REALIZING THAT
YOU'RE A SLIMY TOAD
WHO FA/LED “ETHICS
OF GOVERNMENT
101" RIGHT?

| GOT MY LESSONS BY
SURVIVING AMONGST A
BUNCH OF EVIL-MINDED,

CYNICAL; BACKSTABBING OLD

FOOLS, WHO WERE STILL

, SOMEHOW SAZ4RT ENOUGH

TO HIDE AN ARAY FROM
YOUR FATHER.

.. WHO: BY THE
WAY, TOOK OVER
EUROPA BY FORCE,
AND USES GUNS TO
CONTROL PEOPLE—SO
HOW ARE YOU ANY
BETTER?

SOMEHOW
YOUR FAULT,

..AND; YOU
KNOW, EVEN AT A
DISTANCE: | STILL

LEARNED A LOT IF SOMEONE

CAN'T HANDLE
AN UNPLEASANT
TRUTH?

FROM YOUR
FATHER:

IF SOMEONE
WON'T LISTEN

IF PECPLE
DON'T CHOOSE
TO LIVE
PEACEABLY?P
DON'T GIVE
THEM A
CHO/CE.



{ I'M SORRY, Y AS MY DAYS WA > Y WHA—YOU'RE N\
A VIOLETTA—  OF NEEDING i Y IMPLYING THAT, ALL
" 4 THE FAMILY TO ) THIS TIME, YOU'VE
UNDERESTIMATE ' S BEEN LETTING ME
ME APPEAR TO /8 "y BEAT ON YOU?
BE OVER— '

| WILL NO
LONGER REQUIRE
YOUR ASSISTANCE
IN THAT PARTICULAR
CHARADE.

YOU'LL JUST HAVE
TO FIND SOMEONE
ELSE TO VENT YOUR

)\ FRUSTRATION ON.
e MAYBE THAT
VON ZINZER

FELLOW=—7

WAY I'LL EVER | >
BELIEVE YOU'RE Y WELL, YES,
ANYTHING BUT A ) . y THAT WA4S THE
WORTHLESS - L IDEA, NOW

FooL’r % _ WASN'T ITP

YOUR STUPID
_ GAMES...

|JM v
STARTING TO
2 1 A THINK SOMEONE
STUPID GAMES; ! HERE IS PLAYING
DEAR COUSIN, HIS OWN
ARE WHAT KEPT 4 GAME.
UsS ALIVE. 1 B
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YOU'RE Y
REALLY
SMART.

YOU GOT ALL THAT
INFORMATION OUT OF ME
JUST NOW, SIMPLY BY

MOONING AROUND LIKE A /

DRUNKEN POET. _

BETWEEN THAT, |
AND FINDING OUT
y

| JUST WISH

I'D NOTICED =

SOONER. /= \ WHO YOU REALL
ARE—

I'M GUESSING You
MIGHT BE JUST AS MUCH OF
A SNEAKY: MANIPULATIVE

WEASEL AS ME. .

A THINK | DIDN'T

NOT/CE.

...AND ACROSS
THE ROOM—
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PROBABLY
EVEN FOR A LOT
OF THE SAME
REASONS.

FINE. GOOD.
YOU'RE MORE

/ THERE WAS A
| BUNCH OF STUFE

..BUT IF—
ATEVER GAME
YOU'RE PLAYING—IT ;
TURNS OUT THAT YOU'RE |§
LYING ABOUT BEING
HERE TO HELP

THEN WE'LL

/ HAVE TO SEE IF

YOU CAN BE AS

DEADLY AS ME!

IN THE SUPPLY

CLOSETS—YOU'RE
) SURE THIS IS
GOOD? / |T'S PERFECT.

BUT...YOU'RE

| CAN'T
REALLY SAY I'VE
SEEN IT...

SAYING TARVEK'S

BEEN PLAYING

THE FOOL—

HUH.
WELL, NOT
ARCUND YOUu
SO MUCH.

AH—BUT
AROUND HIS
FAMILY? | CAN
\ UNDERSTAND
THAT.

OH YEAH, BUT
NOW WE WON'T
KNOW WHAT
E/THER OF THEM
ARE UP TO!

| MEAN, WHAT
ABOUT
WULFENBACH?,

IFHE'S SO N
MUCH SMARTER
THAN HE LETS ON;
WHAT'S HE REALLY
IN HERE FOR?P ;

PROBABLY
JUST WHAT HE
S4y5S.
...BUT SINCE 4E’S
THE ONE WHO #4S
BEEN PLAYING THE
IDIOT AROUND ME, |
CAN'T BE SURE.

- hee. YOU

Sl WEREN'T PLAYING

U] THE IDIOT WITH #ER, |

S, WERE YOUP .
. -




/ BUT YOU—ALL N

| AM HERE TO
HELP HER—
BUT IT'S LIKE |
DO EVERYTHING |
CAN TO MAKE |
MYSELF LOOK B840 /8
AROUND HER. £
| MUST HAVE
INHERITED MY
| FATHER'S MATURAL |
' ABILITY TO
INFURIATE

{ THAT STUFF You

TOLD ME ABOUT

A\ YOUR WORK WITH

LUCREZIAP
| WASN'T ACTUALLY

FISHING FOR THAT—YOU .

SPILLED THAT 4LL BY
YOURSELF.
MAYBE YOU'RE
NOT AT YOUR BEST AT
THE MOMENT EITHER,
HAS 7HAT OCCURRED

Mo ILL LET you

J ESCAPE. YOU CAN
N GO SKULKING

\ AROUND WITH YOUR
S, LITTLE PLANS— 4

B, AFTER ALL,

1 NEED SOMEONE
\ TO 7AKE THE
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| ILL ALways

N <TiLL, you're [N

RIGHT—
GAMES.

DEFINITELY
BETTER THAN
You.

...IF ONLY
BECAUSE | DON'T
GO ON ABOUT
THEM TO MY
ENEMIES.

..AND YOUu
ANoOw

g | pOPLAY |

| AAM GILGAMESH
WULFENBACH—HEIR TO

THE EMPIRE AND
DEFENDER OF THE PAX

TRANSYLVANIA—

AND | W/LL

CRUSH THIS
WHOLE KNIGHTS |
OF JOVE/STORM

A KING MESS OF /a5

[ ARE YOU

READY? £




THE GREAT HOSPITAL AT
MECHANICSBURG—

.AND THUS,
THE EVIL
PRINCESS WAS
DEFEATED: oy v

WIZARD WAS

HEY! IS THAT
THE BOR/NG |

IT'S ALWAYS N
BESTFTHEY W a2 oD
CAN siezp | e

RESIDENCY—

[ NOW, HE NEVER
SLEEPS MUCH
ANYWAY,

SO DO THE
BEST YOU CAN:
OR I'LL SLICE
YOUR LIVER OUT.
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Y | DON'T THINK
N I'VE EVER BEEN
B N THIS PART OF
\ THE HOSPITAL
BEFORE.

DON'T ACT
STUPID: AND
WE'LL LET YOU
LEAVE IT.

THE BARON,
YOU FOOL. MAKE
HIM GET SOME
SLEEP.

DUPREE, IF
YOU COME IN
HERE, | WILL A7LL

YOU=  yrw THE
POWER OF MY

l...I'M PRETTY
SURE HE CAN'T | Ji
REALLY DO 4 :
THAT. <&




UM... GOOD
EVEN/NG, HERR

WHAT THEY'RE
SAYING IN

YOU HAVE TO
KNOW WHEN TO
TELL ANOTHER STORY. S
AND WHEN TO CUT a
AND RUN.

KNOWS THERE'S
A NEW
HETERODYNE.

THEY'RE JUST \
WAITING TO SEE )
IF IT'S THE COFFEE J WHAT IS
ONE OR THE 4 BURGERMEISTER
PINK ONE. ) ZUKEN SAYING?

Y BUT..WHY
WOULD ANYONE

BANKROLLING YOU, HERR
BOTH OF THE

o [y YOU WANT
HETERODYNE & YOU WAN

THE WINNER
WILL MARRY
YOUR SON.

-8

;\f___,?“ >
r Bl
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I'VE HAD
REPORTS OF

YOU. ‘

YOU'RE
GOING TO
DESTROY THE
CASTLE.

YOU'RE
< DEAD.
| YOU'RE
GOING TO
MARRY THE

HETERODYNE.

...SHE'S YOUR

DAUGHTER.
..YOU

BUILT

HER. \*
YOU'RE
YOU'RE HERE HERE TO
TO SUPPORT A/l HeR, D
HER.
=7 YOU'RE HERE \
TO TURN OVER |

THE EMPIRE.

YOU'RE
ACTUALLY BARRY
HETERODYNE.

YOU'RE A
CONSTRUCT.
il YOU'RE
YOURE \ /aANKROLLING Wi
ONE OF THE |
HETERODYNE £
Glrls. £

MOOD ON THE ,
)\ STREET—P

THERE'S A =
REASON [|'M HIDING
HERE IN THE
HOSPITAL, HERR
BARON.

SOMETHING
GOOop, OR
"\ SOMETHING




" YES...NOW. AS A ;
TO WHY YOU ARE \ {h ; SOMETHING
. | ' ELSE IN

DUCK WALKS
INTO A BAR—

A STORY OF \
THE STORM
KINGP

OH, THE ONE S ' er—YoU CAN'T ¢ YOU—YOU DON'T
ABOUT HOW THE § S MEAN THE ONE I8 WANT THE ONE
\ MUSES WERE AND HE WON X WHERE HE SEDUCES *"’ ABOUT HOW HE WAS
N S7OLEN— , THEMBACK INA | \ THE THOUSAND  'CAUSE ¢ BROUGHT DOWN BY
. A\ PE-EATNG \ WIVES OF THE THAT'S 8 THE HETERODYNE
B CONTEST? A GIRLP

NO, OF
COURSE
NOT, THAT'S
FOR KIDS,
REALLY...

X S\ Y -4‘,}’"" Goop! |
\1 ' COULD GET IN
KIDS AND N8 ; ! REAL TROUBLE

‘ \
THE BAKER'S ' '-\ TELLING THAT ONE
IN 74/S TOWN!

NO. DO YOU
KNOW THE

ONE- /] ANOTHER /8

HE BECAME [
KINGP

HUH. WHY |
HAVEN'T TOLD
THAT ONE IN...

MINES AND THE LAMP
THAT SUMMONED A
THE NIGHT/ :

Goop
SUMMER i
soLsTice |8

REALLY? YOU
SHOULD.
LET ME

TELL IT TO
You.

THAT ONE.
THE OTHER
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“IN THOSE DAYS, THERE WAS NO
SHORTAGE OF EV/IL WIZARDS—AND
THE WORST OF THEM ALL WAS PRINCE

CLEMETHIOUS, PATRIARCH OF THE

DREADED HETERODYNES—A FAMILY OF
MONSTERS SO FEARSOME, THEY WERE
ONLY SPOKEN OF IN WH/SFPERS.

CLEMETHIOUS WAS KNOWN
FOR HIS WICKED SENSE OF
HUMOR. IT WAS SAID THAT HE
ALWAYS SM/ILED—EVEN AS
HE SLEPT—FCR HE DREAMT
EACH NIGHT OF NEW
HORRORS TO UNLEASH UPON
HIS HAPLESS ENEMIES."”

“AFTER YEARS OF
VILLAINY: HE WAS
CHALLENGED BY A
GOOD AND NOBLE
KING; WHO DROVE THE
HETERODYNES BACK
TO THEIR DARK LAIR.
B FOR THE FIRST TIME,
CLEMETHIOUS DID NOT
SMILE, FOR HE WAS
DEAD AT LAST.”

'BY FORGOTTEN
%...BUT THE ELDEST MAGICS AND ARCANE
DAUGHTER OF SCIENCE, SHE
CLEMETHIOUS WAS CURSED THE GOOD
KING—AND HE
BECAME A GIGANTIC
MADWOLF"

AND HE RAN WILD—DESPOILING
THE COUNTRYSIDE AS THE WITCH
RODE UPON HIS BACK—LAUGHING

IN TRIUMPH AT HER REVENGE."

N S \

“IN THEIR WAKE, THE MEW
HETERODYNE LED HIS
REAVERS TO BATTLE—AND 4E

DID NOT SMILE—FOR HE ; \_ T RS “THINGS WERE
WAS GRADOK THE - i PRt NG| WORSE THAN EVER,

DOUR—LATER KNOWN AS THE o PRt i AND THE PEOPLE
“GOOD HETERODYNE." P S ISR B DESPAIRED."
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“THE KING'S *..BUT THE KING'S “SHE TOOK HIM FAR
CASTLE BECAME A YOUNG SON HAD A AWAY, TO A CAVE HIGH IN
RUIN—INHABITED NURSE, WHO WAS A THE MOUNTAINS, AND

% gnfj;;;;s_ = GIANTESS.” RAISED HIM IN SECRET."

“THE BOY GREW : e “"ONLY WHEN HE COULD
AS STRONG AS HE TAKE THE COPPER PIN
GREW FAST—" : : FROM HER HAIR, SAID THE
s . <) GIANTESS, WOULD HE BE
READY TO VENTURE INTO
THE WORLD OF MEN."

YBUT THE GIANTESS
WOULD NEVER
ALLOW HIM TO LEAVE |
THE MOUNTAIN."

YSO THE
BOY
TRIED..."

L | "AnD THEN ONE DAY,
V. k HE REALIZED THAT HE
B oION'T HAVE TO BE

STRONG ENOUGH,
HE JUST HAD TO BE
SMART ENOUGH."
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“TAKING THE HAIRPIN
AS A SWORD, THE
PRINCE LEFT TO SEEK

-
- \

“MEANWHILE, THE '
KINGDOM BOWED | \

WV WITCH AND HER
! TERRIBLE WOLF."
A * f‘
- v
/ b
DL Py
S 4
Iy g
- :?"'x 3
“FOR ALTHOUGH THE “THE CROWN “SHE COULD ONLY |
WITCH CONTROLLED STAYED TIGHTLY RULE THROLUGH
THE WOLF— FIXED TO THE HIM, AND THE IDEA 3
WOLF'S HEAD. ATE AWAY AT HER, WA

TRY THOUKGH SHE DRIVING HER AZAD

*...BUT THE WITCH
HAD GROWN
WEARY OF HER
GAMES—"

“SEEING THIS, THE PRINCE
DISGUISED HIMSELF AS A
FORTUNE-TELLER, AND
GAINED AN AUDIENCE
WITH THE WITCH."

THE PEOPLE STILL MIGHT, THE WITCH
REMEMBERED THAT CouLD NOT WITH ENVY” <
IT WAS THE WOLF REMOVE [T T 74 (]
WHO WAS THEIR ' _
KING.” D . °
o s %
v/ /
¥ 4 i
4 < ¥
g £
AR c)
g q ’ q\ . B % /
A A 7
. -
- 4 \
- "
< | W % | Gt
“HE CONVINCED HER THAT THE
\ o CROWN COULD BE REMOVED,
BUT ONLY BY THE MAGIC OF
5 W ) THE COPPER SWORD."
i e N '.f 37 ¥ - o |
{\ sanome [€7 p “THE PRINCE TOOK THE
KINGDOM WAS | ' THRONE AND RULED
\| sSOON FrEE—" |/ : \ 4 THE KINGDOM WISELY
y 1y AND WELL FOR THE
b { [ § f I
A —— 7 | N REST OF HIS DAYS.
AW | ACCEPTED THE 1 \ @R
S | sworD WITH \ -t l My ;
DELIGHT=" \ N, U B y
(4 / 2 g i
v [\
= | S
“FOR NEITHER WITCH N
NOR WOLF WAS
EVER SEEN AGAIN." |
II
O
[}
4 e
"~/ "
. ‘ e/ . N 7
2NN , ]
R ¥ y



YOU REALLY
HAVEN'T HEARD
THAT ONE
BEFORE?

LT

OH, YES. IT WAS A
LARGE ONE; AND VERY
OLD...ALL STORIES OF

THE STORM KING.

THEY WERE
GREAT FAVORITES

IT's GOT NO
BASIS IN ACTUAL
HISTORY; AND IT

DOESN'T EVEN FIT IN
WITH ANY OF THE

OTHER STORIES... NO. I'VE

NEVER EVEN
HEARD ONE L/KE
THAT BEFORE.

NOT ABOUT
THE S7TORM

AMAZING. AND Y

YOU'RE SUCH A
COLLECTOR,

You...You
KNOW MY
WORK?

VTALES OF THE
DESPOT—THE PORTRAYAL
OF THE BARON /N TAVERN

JOKES AND SONGS” THAT
WA4s YOURS, YES?P

MASAT?! THE
MASTER
STORYTELLER?

BUT—ALL
HIS WORK
WAS

OF MY SON WHEN
HE WAS YOUNG.

NOW, WHO WAS
THE AUTHOR...? HE
WAS A HUNGARIAN...

.

: THOUGHT IT WAS YT
A LOAD OF

AH, AND |
[ ars TireD, MOVOENSE. '

TELL DUPREE |

SAID: “GOOD ~
WELL, IT

WASN'T FOR )

ERK/ BUT, I... -
AH... THANK YOU, [ :
HERR BARON. "'
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OH YES. I'M
CERTAIN AE WILL
BE ABLE TO TELL
ME ITS NAME.

OH, YOU'RE
IMPOSSIBLE.
\ JUST GO TO ‘

erk! A..A MINOR
WORK, HERR BARON; OF
NO REAL IMPORTANCE...|

WAS DPRINKING—

ANYWAY; |
THOUGHT You
MIGHT BE ABLE TO
REMEMBER THE
NAME OF THAT

7 IT'S GONE ;
= COMPLETELY OUT
_ OF MY HEAD...

; OH;,
SURELY NOT
ALL OF IT.

WELL,
NEVER MIND.

DOES STILL
HAVE THE
BOOK—




SEEP DOT N
VASN'T ZO

MEANWHILE, AT MAMMA (SRS S
| GKIKA'S BAR— :

HOKAY:

LADIES ARE
DELICATE
CREATURES WHO
SHOULD NEVER
BE STRUCK...

DELICATE

SHOULD NEVER
BE STRUCK...

e

LADIES ARE ©

CREATURES WHO

OR
AWAKENED
TOO EARLY IN
THE MORNING..

UM=NINETY
NINE...

OR
AWAKENED
TOO EARLY IN

£ THE MORNING...

W

NO. | BELIEVE
HE WILL BE...
USEFUL.

HYU VANTS DE
HAMMER?

DE
HAMMER VE
GUARDR

\ . (e .;_- . ‘ -,
A .-
-/ ‘é‘t‘;—- -
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g VE NEED RUDE
/ PIPPLE SCHTUPID
ENUF TO VALK INTO
MY PLACE VIT A
GONP

HY ALREADY

GOTS CLOWNS,

SVEETIE.

DE HAMMER
VOT RINGS DE
DOOA BELLP

DE BELL VOT IZ
ONLY RUNG TO
ANNOUNCE TO DE

VORLD DOT DE
HETERODYNE |1Z

HERER!

SVEETIE—HYU §
VANTS | sHOULD
KEEL HEEM




AS YOU CAN
SEE: WE HAVE
CONTAINED

ol IS
Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



...BUT, WE HAVE

SEVERAL OUTS/DE
FORCES APPROACHING.
\ THEIR STATED GOALS

| ARE IRRELEVANT—

’\ AS THEIR
ACTUAL PURPOSE Y

[ 1S SOMETHING ELSE )

ENTIRELY.

WHAT? NO!
MASTER
GILGAMESH
DESTROYED

THEM! i

THE MAJORITY
/ OF OUR FORCES
| NOT CURRENTLY HERE
OR AT STURMHALTEN
ARE DEALING WITH
| REBELLIONS,
. MUTINIES AND
)\ OUTBREAKS.

IT

THE FIRST IS A LOOSE
COALITION OF THE OLD
SMATTERBURG DUCHIES, LED
BY THE PHILOSOPHER KING
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
AALBORG.

HE BELIEVES THAT
THE BARON AND THE
HETERODYNE WILL DESTROY
EACH OTHER: AND IS
DETERMINED TO PICK UP
THE PIECES.

AH, BUT

THSISA V.
MOSTLY CAVALRY,
DIFFERENT sone rooT SOLDIERS,

,  GROUP. AND A UNIT OF
3 DRAKKEN HORSES. ¢

-

THE LAST
APPEARS TO BE A
GENUINE POPULAR
. UPRISING.

ABOUT TWO
THOUSAND MEN,
FOUR AIRSHIPS—
THEY'RE A BIT
ENCUMBERED BECAUSE
THEY'RE MOVING TWO
SHOCK CANNONS
OVERLAND.

THEN; THERE
ARE THE FORCES
LOYAL TO THE
HOUSE OF
VALOIS—

BUT THEY ARE N
SUSPICIOUSLY
WELL-SUPPLIED. £

THEY CLAIM TO X
BE MARCHING TO
MECHANICSBURG

TO DEFEND THE

HETERODYNE GIRL.

A

FAMILIES. THEY'RE
CAUSING A LOT OF
DAMAGE AS THEY GO.

\w THESE MAY BE
OH, IT GENUINE INCIDEN

BUT THEY HAVE CLEARLY V
BEEN MAN/PULATED
d INTO ERUPTING
O\ SIMULTANEOUSLY.

=

S AS IF THE

WHOLE EMPIRE

...MOST LIKELY
BY KEEPING HER
CAPTIVE UNTIL THEIR

'
a' OWN “STORM KING"
LA CAN TAKE OVER.

PURPOSE IS
OBVIOUS—TO WEAKEN
THE EMPIRE'S CONTROL

AND CONVINCE THE
POPULACE IT NEEDS A
STRONG CENTRAL
LEADER.

IF THE BARON

WAS JUST WA/TING |
\ FOR A REASON TO
REVOLT.

l...| PIDN'T
THINK IT WAS
TH/IS BAD—
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[ DOES NOT QUICKLY
\ RE—ESTABLISH HIMSELF B8R
D AS THAT LEADER— .

| CALCULATE A
SEVENTY-EIGHT
PERCENT CHANCE
THAT THE EMPIRE WILL
SUFFER OUTRIGHT
COLLAPSE.




THESE ARE
ALL ATTACKS OF
OPPORTUNITY.

WHATR/ BUT
AFTER HIS
DISASTROUSLY
QUIXOTIC BATTLE,

WELL: HE

[ was pLacep
THERE...

“EVENTUALLY, SUN
AND PRINCESS
ANEVKA MANAGED TO
CALM HIM DOWN.
HE STILL HAS SOME
MINOR WOUNDS, BUT
HE W/LL BE ABLE TO
| RESUME COMMAND."

(order #7702076)

Melissa Nuno

HE LIES
INSENSATE—AT 4
PEATH'S POOR—IN €
THE HEALING
ENGINE, YESP ¢

AYE! THE

JACKALS
GATHER WHILE THE
WOLF LIES
WOUNDED!

7/ HELLO, DOCTOR.
| KNEW WE COULD

HEALED, HE
FORC/BLY
REMOVED
HIMSELF.”

ABOMINATION OF
SCIENCE THAT
CURDLES THE
MILA OF ALL
HONEST MEN!

PRIN—P OH; THAT'S
THE CLANK THAT
THINKS IT'S ANEVKA
STURMVORAUS,

\ ...BUT DONIT
Y WORRY. THE
M BARON WILL BE
B\ BACK IN THE
MORNING.

I=2x

" THOUGHT
DOCTOR SUN |
| WAS GOING TO
ATLL HIM."

BUT SHE'S
STRONG, SHE CAN'T
BE WASPED, SHE
DOESN'T SLEEP—

PLUS, HE =
N\ L/STENS TO
Y
/ 7S

’ AND 7HA
AN ABOMINATION
WE CAN USE.



UNDER
ATTACKES

WELL, ONLY
EVERY SPARK

WITHIN FIVE HUNDRED /

KILOMETERS.

=

..BUT NON
OF THE ARMIES

IS CLOSE

ENOUGH—

BLASTED
LUNATIC,
SCHEMING:

Y WE'RE UNDER
\  ATTACK: OF
s COURSE.

| WAS
AFRAID OF
THIS.

\ READY FOR— /&

WHAT /

([ THE ARMIES—
B THEY'RE SPARKS!

WAS...WAS

== I THAT A FLYING
P A MONKEYP
OUR DEFENSES ' fr | | THOUGHT THEY

WERE SAMALLER }

ARMED AND
AdH!

'( PROFESSOR
SENEAR.

| THOUGHT
HE'D BEEN
AWFULLY QUIET
LATELY.

SPOTTERS REPORT @
= CLANKS, UNKNOWN
. AIRSHIPS AND /

ARTILLERY. _

¥ F

1S UNDER
ATTACKY

UNPREDICTABLE

THERE ARE
THOUSANDS OF
WAYS FOR THEM TO,

SNEAK— THE GREAT
HOSPITAL HAS
\ TAKEN A DIRECT
' HIT/

e
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..BUT HOW
THE DEVIL COULD
YOU LOSE HIMP!

, HE'S
Y DRAGGING A VL. /
HAMMER BIGGER | i

THAN HE I1S!
< WELL, THE

RESCUE ALARM

YOU PID THE
RIGHT THING:
OZKER.

BESIDES...WE
ANOW WHERE ‘,;
HE'S GO/NG.

N ﬂ/

NOW WE NEED TO
CLEAR THE STREETS
FOR THE FIREFIGHTERS/
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O vans we've
A\ GOT SOME REALLY

< CRAZY MOLE
D MACHINES COMING
UP IN THE HOSPITAL
GROUNDS/

GOOD.
Ny THAT'LL GIVE
* | DOCTOR LAZAR'S
GOLEMS
SOMETHING TO
HIT.

MY BOYS ARE
DOING WHAT THEY
CAN; BUT A LOT OF THE
AUTOMATED DEFENSES
. ARE STILL DEAD. {

: WELL, KEEP QW T
Y TRYiNG, oR |
W\ WE'LL 4LL BE Sl
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\alﬁ) ' ’ Y |IT LOOKS

- Y LIKE WE'RE | a1

}

3
|
i
i

et

y CASTLE! WELL, NORMALLY,
| YOU'RE ACTVE )N YES-BUT RIGHT
: NOW, I AM... WEAK.
- ALL THOSE .
DRAINED STORAGE
DEVICES IN THE
POWER ROOM. 4

.BUT, THEN,

WHY IS THERE
\ STILL SO MUCH
\  DAMAGER

a

Y

WAIT—IN 7447

' ) | ALL OF EUROPA

CASE, ISN'T ALL b T WILL DO WHAT
THIS JUST A HUGE al I CAN, BELIEVES I HAVE
WASTE OF
i ;
E7AM5) THE WHOLE BUT T AM

{ POINT WAS FOR CASTLE ( AND THEY WILL NOT

N vou To DEFEND LTEVE OTHE E
THE TOWN, HETERODYNE. . y BELIEVE OTHERWIS

WASN'T IT? _A&

CHARGE 1S THE
SAFETY OF THE
HETERODYNE

...AND YOU
WILL BE- R

VA even TF T TS
8 MY FINAL ACT.
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..WELL, LET'S Y

JUST HOPE IT

DOESN'T COME Al
TO THAT. 4

S

fﬁ HEY/ IT'S ONE

OF THOSE
HETERODYNE ¥
GIRLS!

AH YES-I TOOK THE
LIBERTY OF

GATHERING SOME
MINIONS FOR YOU.

TCH. JUST
{ OUR LUCK—IT'S
\  THE WRONG
YEAH, THAT'S
THE ONE WE
\ WERE S'POSED TO

WY vou DIDN'T
EXPLAIN WHO

T4
1 AH—PERHAPS 3
WE HAVE BEEN
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YES. YOU S YOUR PINK
HAVE BEEN SO LET ME I AN THE ¥ FAKE LEFT HERE
MISINFORMED. SET You RIGHTFUL IN BLoooy LPEChLIE

IGHT. SHREDS! THIS IS MY
STRAIGHT ACTIES

S

I AM THE
ONE WHO
BROUGHT IT
BACK-

AND I AM THE
ONE WHO WILL
RESTORE IT TO
ITS FULL
STRENGTH/

YOU ARE
GOING TO
HELP NE- 4

OR YOU'LL FEEL
THAT FULL STRENGTH
ON THE BACKS OF

YOUR NECKS!

BUT...WON'T
WULFENBACH—

/ AM (sigh.) TH/S 1S HEIR TO THE
G/LGAMESH PRINCE TARVEK THRONE OF

: GO AHEAD. STURMVORAUS—
WULFENBACH! WHEN THE TELL THEM 3

Y THE HOUSE OF CASTLE IS WHO | AM.
WULFENBACH WILL REPAIRED, YOU
HONOR /TS \ ARE ALL FREE

y 7O LEAVE!S

MAKE SURE HE ™ / '
\ AEEPS THAT [ - I OOOCOOH!
SERIOUS. ' - i

W e ]
%H',;I |g:iE AND A LOXYAL “\'
_ mgercss B VASSAL OF

P THE HELL ARE e THEM THE HOUSE OF

\ Yous> m L : WULFENBACH.
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UM, — —AND
OH, FO THANOS—THAT : YOU'VE GOT
phpsRisg /S PRINCE THEM BO74 ON
WHAT'S THE STURMVORAUS. YOUR STRING,

MATTER WITH

you LoT? WHA— .
REALLYP Y YEAH. GUY |
THE CASTLE DID KNIFE WORK

SAYS SHE'S THE
HETERODYNE? F - N P LA &

'SAID HE WAS |
GONNA BE THE
STORM KING.

UT you IDIoTS WULFENBACH'S

CAN'T REALLY KID /S IN TOWN, SO
BELIEVE THESE TWO THAT'S PROBABLY
CLOWNS ARE— Himl, TOO.

o IT'S BEEN
B o ACTING PRETTY
o WEIRD THE PAST
. AND WE'RE ;
COUPLE'A :
BOTH “ON DAYS. WE'VE

AGATHA'S ALREADY HAD A
’ LOOK—
THE BREAK'S
i\

UM HE SAID
‘oBvious.”

STRING!”
PRETTY

] W
i
WELL...7T447T ]

WELL,
THAT'S A

—
\
s

oBv/IoUsS.
)

WE COULD

~i
N J | USE AN

SO, YEAH,
THE CASTLE
BROUGHT US

h. HERE— _«
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V THEY'RE NOT N
ATTACKING?
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THEY'RE JUST S
AS HAYWIRE AS

[\ THE REST OF THIS I
_PLACE, | GUESS.

=
..BUT THEY'LL
STILL GET YOU

QUICK ENOUGH IF
YOU'RE IN THE
WRONG AREA.

DARK SMEAR AT | %
THE BOTTOM OF |
THE LADDER? 4

' N FIGURED 7HAT
D0\ WAS WHERE IT g
: STARTED.

SAY WHY?P

NOPE. ALL HE

SAID WAS:
VA/EEEES”




o/ IF You KNow \ I so WHAT'S
HOW TO TAKE THE—
THOSE THINGS
OUT, I'M ALL £ 2

WE HAD THE
OTHERS PUT VON
PINN INTO ONE OF

THOSE, YES? MY

I'VE FOUGHT
LOTS OF
CLANKS.

7 hf. WELL, IF g
Y WE THREW IN TS
EVERY MINION WE ARTER
HAVE, WE MIGHT  JBIA /

@:k;% Qﬂg

|
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o

vES. IM QO T

GUESSING THAT iy

TH/S IS THEIR

.l WILL
RENOUNCE MY
CROWN IF YOU

WALK DOWN THERE
RIGHT NOW.

oH: §
YES.
..BUT DON'T
TAKE THE WORD ?/g; ;EI
OF A LOoWLY ) _ U,
vAssAaL— L O8> IDEAS:

Y RIGHT. SO,

WHAT DO
YOU THINK,

WHERE DID
SHE GOP SHE
WAS RIGHT







TA-DAH! A WV wHATR/ YOU
\ BR/IDGE’ /8] BROUGHT THAT
A | HUGE THING IN FOR A
\ BRIDGER! WHY NOT
JUST SQUASH
THEMP!

NO. THE
CASTLE
WOULDN'T

AW C'MON— S

THE CASTLE ISN'T \
EVEN ACTIVE IN
HERE. WE WON'T

SMASHED UP
WHEN WE
FOUND
THEM.
ME? THOSE ARE
AY FUN—SIZED MOBILE
AGONY AND DEATH
DISPENSERS. THEY'RE
WORKS OF 4R7/
YOU CAN BREAK
YOUR OWN STUFF,
THANK YOU VERY
MUCH.

YOoU JusT
HEAD FOR THAT

PLATFORM ON THE \\
FAR SIDE. < o
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COME ON,
YOU GUYS, IT'S
PERFECT!

LOOK AT THIS!
SN AN ELEPHANT
S CouLD WALTZ

\ DOWN THIS
THING!

..AND TARVEK?
THIS TIME, DON'T
JUAMP ON THEM,

oKAY>

JUMPED ON )
THEM? &
7 7HAT MUST
| HAVE Gone

7 YeAH!
BECAUSE HE'S
\ " srueps

Y MAYBE YOU
¥ sHouLp BoTH
TRY IT THIS

7 SHUT UP. IT

{ SEEMED LIKE THE

THING TO DO AT/
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..AND YOU'D
BETTER START
WITH 7H/S

@/ ‘'cause /ar
S NOT PLANNING

¥ OKAY, WE CAN
DO TH/S. THERE'S
ONLY THIS ONE ON
_ THE LEDGE—

REMEMBER; IT y
CAN'T SEE ME |

AH, / GET IT.
GOOD. NOW
WE'LL LURE IT ,
PAST YOU. 4> WOOHOO!
_ 5, HERE, KITTY S
F KITTY! g

THERE WE GO—
NOW YOU HOLD sTILL,
AND //LL LURE IT DOWN

A OFF THE LEDGE.

f # = ;-‘v"-‘.
| FERN

\ '
ol &

SCoSSUSREE VIOLETTA, IT'S
T ALmvOST

i‘%‘ ; PAST...

UM, WHY ARE
WE DO/NG THIS,
EXACTLY? WE'RE USING
= Al OUR WITS. DON'T |
TRY TO TAKE

WORKING
NOW, WILL
SMACK YOU
LATER.

7 VIOLETTA, IT'S )
GETTING




YK ATTRACT ITS S
& ATTENTION.
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THAT, YOU ¢
GIANT TIN

BELIEVE IT!

THAT IDIOT'S
STUPID PLAN
ACTUALLY—




TIKTOFFEN! N}
PR WHERE HAVE You )i

J = 4
3 THE LADY a = !

-, 2 WE'LL BE
> HETEROCDYNE IS <4 3 - . RIGHT

e Tere! 3N

| WANT YOU
ALIVE, BUT |
DON'T MEED YOU

FINE. SO
MUCH FOR
TRICKS AND

o THE GIRL. A7LL
EVERYONE
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VOLE?! WHAT
THE DEVIL ARE
You-

s HAVE YOU NO s

: SURVIVAL 4 l
\‘ Y \‘B- INSTINCTS A7 ¢
e ‘:
’ '-,' { RS

. (ol

7/ WHAT IS HE
DOING HERE?
HE'S SUPPOSED TO

A\  WORK FOR MY

DER GREAT
HOSPITAL HEZ

POCTOR SUN
"\ HAZ SEEN 4LL DE
\  surRVNVORS—

il SORRY, LEEDEL
! PRINZ. HYU
POPPA |1Z

Vo
BUT NOW;

DE BARON [Z

CHUST LIKE
HIS WRETCHED

NICEY-PLAY
EMPIRE! COME ON;

BOYZ—

1Z A GOOT
DAY FOR
REG/CIDE!




7SK.
CAPTAIN VOLE IS
A MAN OF S/MPLE
TASTES.

STILL, HE IS
USEFUL...

USEFUL HOW?
WHAT ARE YOU
DOINGP

ITALL
NEEDS A
MASTER/
N\ MES

rR/IDICULOUSS

EVEN IF /
WEREN'T
HERE—

THE BARON

[ wouLD NEVER
ALLOW IT?

OF COURSE
HE WOULD
HAVE!

| ALREADY
WORKED FOR
Him/!
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\ 4 vacuun

A TOWN FULL
OF M/N/ONS/

/ AM FILLING

-

THIS

MAGN/FICENT

EVERY FOOL IN
EUROPA WANTS
TO REPLACE

| WORKED
FOR ALL OF
THEM!

/ WANT 1O
REPLACE THE
HETERODYNE!

| MUST THANK
YOU FOR THE
REPAIRS, BY THE
WAY—

= ..BUT INE
ALWAY'S BEEN
WORKING FOR

MYSELF!

THE BLACK

ALBIA'S

FLEET—

THE SILENT
LIBRARIANS—

INTELLIGENCE—

THE MASTER
OF PARIS—

ALL THE
VATICANS—

HARD TO KEEP
THEM 4LL
STRAIGHT,
SOMETIMES!

THE
DOWNUNDERS—

SONS OF
FRANKLIN=—

" | WAS THEIR

INS/DE
MANS




..AND NOW,
IT'S IN DANGER
OF ALL FALLING

APART...

A REAL
HETERODYNE,
FOR PITY'S

 SAKE. AH: BUT |

IMAGINE YOU
GET THAT A
LoT.

IT'S ALL HOWw
You LOOK AT
/T, | SUPPOSE.

WAIT—THEY'RE
WITH YOU! WHY
ARE YOU KILLING
THE OTHER
, PRISONERS? (£

WELL,

PERHAPS IT'S
ACTUALLY JUST
ALL COMING

FRANZ HERE
LIKED TURNING A S

PEOPLE INTO /8
: E BEETLES. o ia
: P

ORPHAN BLOOD
HAD MED/C/INAL
PROPERTIES.

...AND YOU
THINK YOU'RE
ANY BETTERP

" CASTLE/
ARE YOU
THERE? _
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tsk—AND |
THOUGHT YOU
WERE A SMART JS8
GIRL... &

7 SMART
ENOUGH TO
KNOW WHERE )
/ AM.

THIS 1S
ONE OF THE
SECTIONS I'VE
ALREADY
FIXED.

T AV SORRY,
MISTRESS... i




OLD FAUSTUS
CREATED
SOMETHING. ..
EXTRAORDINARY!

NOTHING
LESS THAN A
NEW FORM OF

I WORKED
ON THE LION,
BUT I DOUBT I
WOULD HAVE EVER
USED TIT.

YOU SAW
MORE CLEARLY

THAN I DID THERE,

I'LL GIVE YOU
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_( '

I READ

EVERYTHING I
COULD BEFORE I

CAME HERE,

BUT IT WAS
ALL RUBBISH
AND

| HYSTERIA.

ELSE AROUND
HERE, TT NEEDED
A MASTER- _

Y TI'lL FREELY
| ADMIT MINE WAS

_ NOWHERE

NEAR /[

AS ELEGANT.

NO, I SIMPLY

LEARNED TO
TAME THE POOR
CREATURE.

YREPAIRING /

IT, LEARNING
HOW TIT
WORKED-

LT 17~ ———

IT WAS
EXHILARATING!

L4

... BUT IT WAS
ALSO
DANGEROUS-

LIKE A FERAL
CHILD \WITH A8
DOOMSDAY [

DEVICE!™

...AND SO T
MUST BEG YOUR
PARDON, LADY
HETERODYNE-

BUT YOUR
HOUSE BELONGS
TO ME NOW.



HOW DARE [0
7/ you-Yyou ¥
UNGRATEFUL

B APPEARS THAT I
f\ CAN HURT YOU

fl ey o 2 - o { § b - f 8| . \ I

L Imay NOT | KOS : &
(> BE ABLE TO || A , LET'S FIND N

| HURT YOU- 1! ' OUT JUST WHO

‘.-’? i : ‘*“-f CAN HURT WHOM.
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. COULDN'T
| MANAGE THIS
WITHOUT ME,
ANYWAY/

...AND I WILL
BE THE MASTER
OF THE
STRONGEST

CASTLE- 4

TOWN IN
EUROPA/

YOU MEAN KILL
PEOPLE AND
BLUSTER?

UNCONQUERABLE
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BLISSFULLY
UNENCUMBERED:, I
MIGHT ADD: BY A

CHIT OF A GIRL
STUPID ENOUGH TO

\ BRING A SPANNER

_TO A KNIFE

CAN'T BELIEVE I
FELL FOR SUCH A
CHEAP BLUFF!

IT'S HARDER
TO BREAK

T MEAN
JUGGLE THE
THOUSAND

ENEMIES THAT

WILL COME TO
TAKE THIS /!

pLACE- &L

NOW THAT \
THE BARON
IS DEAD!

HOSPITAL

" THE EMPIRE
WILL GO UP IN

LAMES!
W,




YOU THINK
IT'S THAT
SIMPLE?

N YOU THINK Y

YOU'VE

b o
g \_ WON:

¢ FREED MY

MAKING YOU
STRONGER!

YOUNVE GOT
TO CHOOSE

YOU KNOW
I'M YOUR

I'M THE ONE |

> I SHALL DO
I THIS QUICKLY. '
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THE
HETERODYNE
BOYS HATED
| THTS PLACE/

/ YOUR FAMILY
ABANDONED
nf

THE CASTLE IS

MINE/ IT WANTS )}

TO BE MINE/

CASTLE! DO
YOU HEAR
ME?P!

I CAME HERE
WILLINGLY!

IAM NoT )
COMPLETE &

U\. UT A
ETERODYNE. A




l...WAS A
LITTLE WORR/ED
YOU MIGHT NOT
CHOOSE ME
AFTER ALL.

NONSENSE, ] o
MY LADY.

THE PROFESSOR
WAS AMUSING, BUT T
HAVE NO NEED OF
OUTSIDERS WHO
PUT ME, AS YOU
SAY: ON A LEASH.

... BUT THE
PROFESSOR WAS
NOT FAMILY. 1

) WOULD NOT

CRUSH YOU.

[ AH-BY THE WAY,

IN MY CURRENT

STATE, T CANNOT
SEE DETAILS- )

- BUT THE
HOSPITAL HAS

WE'LL JUST MAKE
SURE 7HAT
DOESN'T HAPPEN
AGAIN.

NOW=—LET'S
HAVE A LOOK AT
THAT DEV/CE OF

HIS.

WHAT?/ OH, NOf
I'M SURE IT'S
TOTALLY
DESTROYED!

/' ['LL BE
THE JUDGE |
OF THAT. 4

A: BECAUSE |
WANT TO SEE HOW
IT WORKS SO | CAN
DEFEND YOU AGAINST
ANYTHING
SIMILAR,
AND 8: / AM
ALSO BECOMING
WEIRDLY FOND OF
YOU, BUT | STILL
\ DON'T ACTUALLY
\ 7RUST YOU.

BE A FUN
ONE.

F .
KNOW. THERE

ARE MULTIPLE
ATTACKERS. | M |

o 4

ITIS QUITE |
LIKELY THAT THE
BARON TRULY &

REALLY”
TIKTOFFEN WASN'T
| JUST TRYING TO
f THROW ME OFF?

AH, WELL, IT
COMES TO ALL
OF YOU, EVEN
THE DEVIOUS

ONES...

WORRY ABOUT HIM
MUCH LONGER.

N {l WON'T NEED TO
-7}
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1 FROM WHAT I

CAN HEAR, VOLE
IS INTENT UPON

AND THEY ARE
|_CURRENTLY OUT
\_2OF MY REACH.

74 I AM SORRY, MY
LADY. I WOULD DO
SOMETHING IF I
COULD.




LADY. YOU < 4
STILL HAVE A
SPARE-

OH...PERHAPS
NOT. ITT SOUNDS
LIKE VOLE
INTENDS TO KILL
| BOTH OF THEM.

AH, WELL, BACK
TO SQUARE

FIRST OF ALL.,
THEY ARE NOT
REPLACEABLE!

HAM, TRUE. .. ONCE OR
TWICE, SOME OF THE
C) MORE ROMANTICALLY-
MINDED MEMBERS OF
THE FAMILY HAVE CAUSED
PROBLEMS. ..

f YOU HAVE |
COMPLETELY !

> FORGOTTEN J g
PROFESSOR ;
TIKTOFFEN'S

NASTY LITTLE
DEVICE.

AH...OH. ER—
CAN YOU KEEP IT
SOMEWHERE SAFE

FOR NOW?

WELL, IT WAS
LNDER A LARGE,
HEAVY PILLAR,
BUT...YES.
_ .\ﬁ;
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'\ SOMETHING.

...AND SECOND OF
ALL | SINCERELY DOUBT
THAT THUG CAN ACTUALLY
BEAT THEM, UNLESS HE
SNEAKS UP ON THEM
SOMEHOW.

| DROP EVERYTHING
) AND RUSH TO
B THEIR RESCUE?

| STILL HAVE
WORKA TO DO

BACK THERE,
REMEMBER?

ANYWAY, IF | LET
ALL THAT...ALL THAT
OTHER STUFF
DISTRACT ME; WHAT
WOULD HAPPEN TO

po you
HAVE YoU REALLY WANT
THOUGHT ABOUT MECHANICSBURG TO FALL
BECAUSE | WAS TOO BOY
CRAZY TO THINK ABOUT
ANYTHING USEFULP

AND I STILL HAVE
STRUCTURAL DAMAGE FROM
D THE GREAT SAINT
VALENTINE'S DAY RIOT. BUT
THAT WAS SUCH FUN...

i E\"EN‘SC};I

SHOULD POINT
OUT THAT, IN YOUR
HURRY TO GET
BACK TO WORK:

GOOD. JUST
REMEMBER THAT |
WANT IT B4CKAk
LATER.

...AND I AV SO
GLAD THAT YOU ARE
NOT ONE TO LET
ROMANTIC CONCERNS
DISTRACT YOU-

IT INTO A
FURNACE OR

WOULD JUST
BE S/LLY.

3 BECAUSE MORE
)= ENEMIES HAVE N
RIVED. THE BATTLE [

o
)| IS ABOUT TO BEGIN.




O HOKAY, DIS
MEANWHILE— [F e . GUN BE SIMPLE-
: AR, P A PEEZY, YEZP

SURE; SIR,
BUT—WHERE'D |¥

/01077
YOU M/SSED
\voLE!

THROW
SOMETHING

EAST / GOT pam
HIS 447/ 4%
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Zch. HYU
SCHTUPID SCHTUPID
BRAT. HYU 1Z EMPIRE 1Z
ALREADY OVER.
DEAD.

HYU JUST
NEEDS TO HOLD
ST/LL SO HY KEN

FINISH DE
JOB.

DEATH UND
DESTRUCTION
EVFFRYVERE!

KEEL OR BE

DE RULE oV
DE MOST
vicrousy

EET VILL BE
GLORIOUS!

DE JAGERS VILL
VUNCE AGA/N BE
DE SCHTUFF OV
NIGHTMARES!

Y HAS DOSE
OLD VEAKLINGS
Y 1Z ALL GONNA .
D/ES DE PROFESSOR
SEZ A¥ |1Z GUN

HE TRIED
TO K7LL

BlLL AND M

BARRY.

STRONK,
RUTHLESS, 3|
JAGERS! £

VE VILL
BURN EUROFA

&/ VUNCE /YU 1Z

DEAD, DE PAX

TRANSYLVANIA
VILL FA/LS

EUROPA VILL
CRUMBLE TO
HER ANEES/

—| THOUGHT
YOU WEREN'T A —
VAGER ANY AL
MORE!
You s4/o

SO
YOURSELF/

Am. | COULD
| TAKE HIM, IF IT
‘ WEREN'T FOR

THAT GUN.

70 DE GROUND
UND GNAW HER
BONEZ!
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THE IDIOCTS

FORGAVE HIM, OF

COURSE.



" eveN wHeEN N

THE PAX

TRANSYLVANIA A=

MAINTAIN THE
PEACE AS THE

VOT DER
DUMBOOZLER

HYU ANNOYING
SCHTUPID
SCHMOT GUY!

NOW HY'M
GUNNA KEEL
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HA! GIVE IT UP
YOU ELEPHANTINE
KITCHEN GOBLIN/

S You royar &8
X FOOL! WHAT €

ARE YOU

DON'T JUST
JUMP [N AND

SAVE YOUR

\ =
' ) BLUE—BLOODED
BN BUTT!

HYU VONT/
D/E, HYU—

LIKE YOU
COULD RESIST
SUCH A BEAUT/IFUL
OPPORTUNITY TO \

ANEWYOU N
SHOW OFF. MUST HAVE

@ ESCAPED WHEN
| VOLE'S MEN
ATTRACTED THE
CLANKS,

BESIDES—I|

BUTI N
COULDN'T SEE YTid
WHERE YOU |&




(sigh) DO WE
REALLY HAVE TO
DO THIS AGA/N,

CAPTAIN?

| HAD THOUGHT

THRASHING YOU

ONCE WOULD BE
ENOUGH.

D/S TIME, HY
DUN GOTTA
VORRY 'BOUT HYU
PoPLPPA’

DfS TIME,
HY DUN HAFF
TO KEEP HYU UND DO/S TIME,
HYU KNOCKED
OFF MY HAT.

zooisTvE, 10, . SO, WULFENBACH—JUST
HY |Z GONNA CHECKING—IS THIS GOING TO
VIN, UND HY IS DIFFERENT BE SOME KIND OF MACHO
GONNA DO IT BY ENOUGH FOR EXERCISE WHERE YOU INSIST
KEELINK HYU HYU, BRAT? A\ ON BATTLING A POTENTIALLY
INTO LEEDLE Ly DUN SUPERIOR OPPONENT
A ALONE—
VAL IT 10 : IN SOME KIND

B S, OF MISGUIDED
i ArrEmPT TO
“PROVE" YOUR
: INTRINSIC .
WORTH? &

D7 I'M ONLY
THAT STUPID
IN FRONT OF
AGATHA!




— /7 HYU |Z NOT
PAH/ NEITHER OF FIGHTINK, HYU 1Z
: . HYU VAZ EVEN TAKING PLAYINAK AT
VOT A WM Y = ME SERIOUSLY, VICH IS : FIGHTINK!
JOKE! ' -~ " INSULTINK—

JUST STANDINK
AROUND BEINK ALL
SCHMARTARSE—

INSTEAD OV ;
JUST HTTINE : ' —UND NOW
ME. HYU GETS TO D/E
: \ FOR REALSS

vor A
DISGRACE.

HYU NOS A . e, N4

GONNA BE DE UND HYU/~HYU f tek. DERE AIN'T

STORM POPPA SERIOUSLY B / SRS/ EVEN ANY S2anT 8
KING P THOUGHT #¥U NOS 2 ' . . L INKLLINKHYU @
VORTHY OV HIZ : PAMPERED

(sigh) BUT IT 7
GO7S 70 ENNYVAY, IT
\ BE DONE. V/LL BE FUN TO
2=, TELL DOT
HeTerRODYNE sow ( O
ABOUT IT LATER,
YAHP

AW—DUN'
FEEL 700

DER TWO UF HYU
VOULD HAFF BEEN DEAS
=) DANGEROUS HIFFEN
HYU'D GROWN OF A
LEEDLE.
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NIZE TRY,
SVEETHOT—
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BUT DEY'S
S7/LL GUN' BE
DEAD GUYZ!

7 tch. FANCY,:
{ FIDDLY CUSTOM
| GUN LIKE
THIS— AND IT
— ST/LL PULLS
RIGHT?




\ IF vuv ov G
¥ HYU JuMPs LP [
NOW FOR DE b

> KITTEHS,

. DE ODDER MIGHT
¥ BE ABLE TO GET AVAY IN
TIME TO VATCH ME KEEL
| HYU GURRRL FRIEND/

SHOULD HAVE <
N5 D/SCUSSED .
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HMMM...
LOOKS LIKE /
ARRIVED JUST

" YOU ARE VERY

.8 , LITTLE 71 e 1,
A / HEY: GIL! WE

BROUGHT VON
PINN—AH—
MADAME OTILIA/!

WE FIXED HER
UP, JUST LIKE
YOUR NOTES SAID!
SHE'S GOING TO

—AND, LUCKY
FOR YOU, We
HAVE MADE
IMPROVEMENTS!
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LI

o i

Be=t"% o

OUR TIME'S
RUN OUT! THE

IF WE CAN
SIGNAL CASTLE
WULFEN—

SAND/ BETVEEN HYU
AND DER DEM KESTLE
/  RATTLINK, HOW 1Z A GUY
SUPPOSED TO SHOOT

YOU GIVE THAT
BACK, YOU THIEF! |
STOLE THAT GUN
OFF YOU FA/R AND
SQUARE!

HO! GROW ©OF,
SVEETHOT! HYU JUST
MAD 'CAUSE HY

. STOLE IT BACKY!

LOOZERS
_ 2 Sl ' BLEEDERS/
)

FINDERS
KEEPERS;,



GlL! . o 7 WHAT? You
TARVEK! 3  GUYS HAVEN'T |

— PR\« /. \ GOT RID OF H/M

f o : =1

e AP s il 5T
HURRY! o\ -. -

THE CASTLE IS ‘ REALLY
UNDER ATTACK ST TOUGH!
FROM ALL SIDES! SN

HAFF KEELED Y
PROFESSOR
TIKTOFFEN,

Dls 1Z JUST N

HY SVEAR. IF
HYU VANTS AN
ATROCITY DUN

RIGHT,

HYU GOTS TO
Do /T
HYUSELF.

% COME IN HERE TO

D KEEL SPARKS, et =N
UND DOT'S \ ’
b J

NVOT HY IZ "

=S| GoNNA Do/
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HO—HYU
SCHTUP/D

HYU DUN!
LEARNS TOO
GOOT, DO—

AR

NN
I\

| 3
. 1
OH, YOU HAVE
GOT TO BE
, KIDDING.
o
o

1 \ !

\ %4 B

N ol
,v\ o ::_A{JA
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YOU'RE
ABSOLUTELY

s = RIGHT,
SOUNDS LIKE
COUNT NIKOLABA'S ... OKAY. CAPTAIN.
THUNDER HOGS HAFF CHANGE OF I SHOULD
ARRIVED/ PLAN. TAKE YOU
IT VON'T BE SERTOUSLY.
LONG NOW—HYU
IS ALL GONNA
DIES

IF MY
FATHER IS

= : - ety YOULL COME ]
EMPIRE IS IN  ...AND IF THE ) MOMENT, TWM — WITH mME. YOURE (§
\ DANGER.  EMPIRE FALLs Now, C I BIG AND MENACING- \ YOU'LL TRY

WITH THE CASTLE STILL Y A - YOULL MAKE A f A%mfjf}

WEAK, THIS TOWN WILL
FALL. EVERYTHING WEVE
DONE HERE WILL BE
POINTLESS.

I WILL HAVE
TO HOLD IT
\TOGETHER.

HY VILL R/P
A AYU HEART
our’s

HYU...HYU /Z AFTER ALL, T HAVE oo Y

Y KREZY! HYU IZ \ TO SHOW THAT I'M suer ke£r me A OH, NO? JUST

4 TALKINK LIKE HYU STRONG ENOUGH TO b INSTEAD? [/ THINK HOW
VANTS ME TO ’ RULE THE EMPTRE/ - 7 IMPRESSIVE IT WILL

KEEL HYU! 4 “WHO'S THE R & L BE WHEN WORD
NO, NO/ I & - SCARIEST T\ 2\ GETS OUT-
ot LIRS S MONSTERP!" )

THAT I KEEP A
PET JAGER AROUND
TO ATTACK ME-
JUST TO KEEP ME

Yo\t

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



[ AGATHA!? S B LISTENTO W 4/S TAIL IS ON

E ki — - = EVERYTHING THE LINE HERE,

: o ; ¥ THIS DUPLICITOUS 700, SO HE'LL GIVE I8

B/ THERE'S NO iy == - B\ SNAKE SAYS! A8\  You GooD \
TTME! YOU;VE . WELL, OF v — - '_‘. = == ADVICE.

GOT TO GO/ 7 ) = -

" OH, YES! |
DO DROP IN:  BAKE A
SOMETIME!

¥ GO GIVE HIM ¢
SOMETHING TO  §
LN\, FIGHT FOR. (£

- GET WOUND,
STURMVORAUS! T

DO NOT NEED

YOUR HELP-

=\
.

£

- y '_‘// L A \ (II (E‘ F
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WOW. | WISH E S - " SPEAKING OF
SHE TOOK A1y ' \ I WHICH, I'D BETTER
ADVICE SO Tape TELL IT NOT TO A7LL

READILY. £ N " ( D _ . YOU ON THE WAY

IF THE
EMPIRE
FALLS MOW,
WE'RE 4LL
FINISHED.

AND HERE | KEPT
EXPECTING You To JES
\ ATTACK HIM. i

SHE VOULD
DUN BE i RIP MY
\ SCHTUPID. . FANGS OUT.
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OKAY, THIS
SHOULD BE FAR
ENOUGH.

=

/" ..AND NO
[ MAIMING THEM, )

COMPLETELY
UNHARNMED,
UNDERSTAND?

THAT, ONCE THEY
LEAVE MY

WILL FACE ALL

DIFFICULT ENOUGH
KEEPING THEM AWAY.
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PROTECTION, THEY

CASTLE?P
CAN YOU HEAR
ME IN HERE?

Y

1 7) WP AH. YES, | B
S my LADY. YES, T :
CAN HEAR YOU. (A

” | NEED YOU TO
GET GILGAMESH
WULFENBACH AND
CAPTAIN VOLE TO
THE NEAREST .
OUTER GATE— AS
o QPUICKLY AS
POSS/BLE.

YES: YES,
i FINE, THEN.
OFF THEY GO/

REMAINING— N
THEN—THEN JUST |
DON'T LET GIL.

\/

CHIMES IS STILL
\

N

() Loy, BUT T AW

'

/' AND NO
i KILLING THE

ALONG THE

= OF COURSE
& NOT/

DONE? OH: YES-
THIS CHUTE WILL
TAKE THEM DIRECTLY
TO...UM... AH, THE
GATE OF CHIMES.

OH. GOOD;
THEN. ONCE
THEY'RE OUT OF THE

THOUGHT YOU
WANTED THEM
UNHARMED? |

MaJ ONE OF MY DEAD
. AREAS... -_
= ), . » ."- . ML ' "

DISTRACTED: MY

RUNNING OUT OF
POWER.
-ﬂ‘ L

I HAVE TO
USE IT FOR
DEFENSE-




" EVERYBODY!
WE'VE GOT

...BUT SINCE
YOU'VE FIXED
THE BREAK—

.

THEO! WHAT
\ HAPPENEDR/

[ THAT
JAGER SHOT

MAYBE WE

CAN USE THE

DISPENSERS TO
CATCH UP WITH

s AN— ,&( _

Y WE HAVE,

——
N'T

FIXED THE

THEN GIL
WILL BE

I'D LIKE TO
SEE THE ARMY
A THAT CAN STAND
\ UP TO YOU/

MOBILIZE AS
MANY OF THESE
THINGS AS YOU
CAN CONTROL!

WELL, WE'D
BETTER AURRY IF
WE'RE GOING TO

\  CATCH HIM!
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I'M SORRY—
IT'S ALL MY
FAULT/

| ASKED
THE CASTLE
TO GET HIM
OUT QUICKLY,

HE DIDN'T
LEAVE WITHOUT
Us, DID HEP
ILL BE
FINE—HE WAS
AIMING FOR

AND NOW HE's
ABOUT TO GET
DUMPED RIGHT INTO THE
MIDDLE OF AN INVADING

THEY CANNOT
CONTROL SYSTEM HEAR YOUR
REMAINS DAMAGED.

THEY ARE SOMEWHAT

MADAME
VON PINN? 4

YOURSELF,

MY GOOD
HUMOR AT FINDING
MYSELF ONCE AGATIN

IN A LOVELY
MECHANICAL BODY
DOES HAVE ITS
LIMITS/




OKAY, I'M N
GOING TO TRY |
TO GET THIS
RIGHT THIS
TIME.

CASTLE—I| WANT
TO SEND THESE
CLANKS TO HELP GIL
GET BACK TO CASTLE

WULFENBACH WHAT 1S

GOING TO GO
WRONG, AND HOW
CAN | PREVENT
T2

AH.
MISTRESS.
HELLO.

) UM... WELL, UNTIL THAT
2 ) BREAK TS REPATRED;
2 THEY... UM... THEY WILL
NOT FUNCTION OUTSIDE
OF MY WALLS.

>

of s

[ -\\ ;‘(&“"

) |

THAT'S ALL

" RIGHT. //LL 8E

B STAYING HERE TO [N

b FIX THE BREAK.

IT DOESN'T
LOOK LIKE IT
SHOULD TAKE

\. TOO LONG. _

IF MADAME

\1” " OTILIA CAN CATCH

GIL BEFORE HE
. LEAVES, THEY'LL BE

AHHHH... LADY
HETERODYNE-TF
You STAY IN THE
CASTLE, THEN I

i ...AND, AND
\ GIL NEEDS
\ Yous

S WHATP BUT
S wHYR! 9
| SA/D I'D FIX
THE BREAK! IT
WON'T TAKE 7447

7 NOW, 7THAT,

AT LEAST, / CAN
\ DO SOMETHING
i ABOUT/

IS TO STAY
BESIDE YOU. THE
HETERODYNE ||

GIRL.

b7 THAT 1S MY
| SACRED
TRUST.

TODO ™
OTHERWISE
= WOULD BE TO
\ BETRAY MY
KING...
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—RELEASE
\J/ YOU FROM YOUR
GUARDIANSHIP OF

PROTECTION: I, g
THE TRUE HEIR
TO THE STORM

IN FRONT OF

WITNESSES AND

EVERYTHING.

)

o o
| AN ENEN
WULFENBACH Wi
ACKNOWLEDGED

THE HETERODYNE

b,

AND...AND THE

4/ WULFENBACHS DO |

TASK-IT WAS SET NOT HAVE THE

L BY MY ORIGINAL |

AND...AND YOU
HAVE NOT YET
EVEN BEEN
CROWNED!

TAKE YOUR |
TIME! B

& AH—HE D/D,
L ACTUALLY.

DO YOU WANT

TO SAVE WULFENBACH, <4

OR DO YOU WANT TO =
y ARGUE WITH ME?

7 I 1s DONE. i
NOW LET'S )
/.




g : < . i . SUCH A — =\ X
m;’ii - '. N [ & i TROUBLESOME
& GREAT! TO SEE .
3 WULFENBACH'S
FACE—

YOU AND  ®
YOUNG MASTER

WE'VE SAVED HIS
\ BACON, 04>/

b o THE WISEST
| || PATH IS OFTEN

THAT IS THE
PRICE OF MY
MY KING WILL o
NOT GO HARING : ACF@;?;V;T{DGE
OFF INTO A WAR 48 P . Yy =5 4

' S \ : OH, DON'T
| LEAVE YOU WITH — w. B \ Ot DON'T ;
SOMETHING TO [ ; \i JUST STAY ~AND SIT ON
ENSURE THAT YOU \ \& . ISTSTAY AND SIT ON.
2= o | ROYAL BUTT.

COME
ON—LET'S GO
FIX THAT £L4ST {

BREAK.




WE'VE STILL GOT
SOME WORK TO DO IF
THEY'RE GOING TO
MAKE IT PAST THE
CASTLE GATE.

Zch. NOW, IT
LOOKS LIKE A
FAIRLY SIMPLE
BREAK, SO YOU

PROBABLY DON'T y.

EVEN MEED—

[ eveN IF You )

" TARVEK—I'M N
SURE GIL WILL
BE ALL RIGHT...

MADAME OTILIA
WILL GET HIM
THROUGH TO CASTLE
WULFENBACH=—

HE'LL...HE'LL
TAKE OVER THE
EMPIRE—
AND WE'LL
HAVE TIME TO
FULLY REFPAIR
THE CASTLE.

| KNOW THIS IS
ALL...DIFFICULT
FOR YOU, AND YET:
YOU'VE STILL DONE
EVERYTHING YOU
CAN FOR HIM...

SHUT UP
AND L/STEN
70 ME/

WITHOUT YOU,
WELL...YOU'VE BEEN
WONDERFUL.

' OH, AH—HEY!
DON'T— LISTEN TO ME
BLATHER! WE'D

NONSENSE. |
HAVEN'T DONE
ANYTHING FOR
HIA—

OBVIOUSLY,
IT'S ALL FOR
You.

THAT, AT
LEAST; ISN'T
GOING TO
CHANGE.

" you—yYou GO

AHEAD AND GET
STARTED.

AGATHA—NO BETTER GET TO
MATTER WHAT
HAPPENS, I'LL—I'LL

ALWAYS BE YOUR

UM=| MEAN;
EVEN IF YOU
AND—AND...

v I'LL...GET N
THE REST OF
THE TOOLS AND
STUFF OUT OF
THE SQUID, AND
BRING IT IN.

ILL ALWAYS
DO EVERYTHING
| CAN TO HELP
; WE CERTAINLY
yeu: SHOULD!

..LET'S GET
THIS PLACE
FIXED!
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HERE TO PLAY
“TAUNT THE
LOSERP"

7"~ YOU're ALL
SET TO GET THE
GIRL, SO YOU TRY
TO RUN OFF AND
GET YOURSELF
) AVLLEDP

WHEN SHE
KISSED
WULFENBACH,
MY GLASSES
STARTED TO
MELT.

THERE'S
NO WAY /
CAN=— SHE WAS

KISSING HIM
GOODBYE/S

BUT IF SHE CAN
GET THE CASTLE
REPAIRED, AND
MECHANICSBURG'S |
\ DEFENSES BACK TO
THEIR FULL )
D STRENGTH— THEN THERE'S
e EVEN LESS
CHANCE SHELL
WANT TO SIGN ON
AS HIS HAPPY
vAassdaL—

AND AS RULER OF
THE EMPIRE, HE'LL
FEEL LIKE HE CAN'T JUST
LET A HETERODYNE
RUN LOOSE.
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VIOLETTA—
HAVE YOU BEEN
LICKING YOUR

ANNVES

I'M 7O7ALLY
GONNA WIN
THAT BET WITH
VON ZINZER/,

NO!
SERIOUSLY!
YOU'VE
WON/

THINGS ARE
GOING, YOU'RE
GOING TO BE THE
ONE SHE KEEPS/

AND
MY LADY
HETERODYNE
15—

YOU ARE ¥
JOKINGS

| REALLY HAVE
TO EXPLAIN THIS
TO YOU?P

YOU LWVE
FOR THIS
STUFF!

HE'S THE
NEW RULER OF
THE EMPIRE.

IN CHARGE OF AN
HISTORICALLY
TROUBLESOME
ROGUE STATE.

ARGH/ IT
MUST BE
LOVE.

THINAY
THE BARON IS
DEAD— /

DEAR" IS )
RIGHT?

BUT...BUT
SURELY IF SHE
MARRIES
HIM...

OHZ AND
WHAT HAPPENS \
THE FIRST TIME

THERE'S A

conrLIcT? 400
S ANYWAY, WITH N
)/ THAT MUCH OF A

POWER IMBALANCE;
IS HE ASKING HERP
OR ORDERING

LIGHTNING/
THIS IS ALL
GOING TO END

IN FLAMESY AH: NOT

NECESSARILY.
THAT'S
WHERE YOU |
COME IN.

ALL HE HAS TO DO
1S 4ASA HER—UM—IN A
POLITICALLY RESPECTFUL
YET ROMANT/IC MANNER...



'_ WHERE | COME
B\ IN—waT. A

“|'M SENT OUT HERE TO
MECHANICSBURG—
SUFPPOSEDLY TO SPY
ON A BUNCH OF
USELESS IDIOTS WHO
DON'T KNOW WHICH END
OF A PRETZEL TO HOLD."

..AND HOW IS

| IT EVEN POSS/BLE

THAT YOU'RE ON
\ MY SIDE,

OH, WELL, |
YOU KNOW... }
\ FAMILY...

MEANS | SHOULD
BE LOOKING FOR

-y THE AN/FE IN
MY BACK.

“AND THEN |
FOUND OUT, IT
WAS YOUR
FAULT.

YOU WEASELED
AROUND; PULLED A
BUNCH OF STRINGS, AND
GOT ME SENT HERE!"

HOW MUCH |

“OF COURSE,

EVERYBODY KNEW THAT

THE REAL REASON
WAS THAT | WASN'T
GOOD ENOUGH.”

SO SOMETHING
WAS GO/NG ON,
AND YOU ANEWY

YOU GOT ME
OUT OF THE WAY
ON PURPOSE,
_ D/DN'T YOURP

o BRLE NS Y -
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HATED YOU
BEFORE, |
HATED YOU
MORE AFTER
THAT."

NOT LIKE YOU
EVER L/IKED
BEING A SMOKE /&
KNIGHT!

SO WHAT IF IT
| was Bor/NG
)\ OUT HERE— /4

AT LEAST YOU
DIDN'T GET AVLLED
DOING SOMETHING

YOU HATE/S

| WAS
BROUGHT UP TO
BE ONE OF YOUR
SMOKE KNIGHTS.

KEEPING YOU
ALIVE AND OUT [
OF TROUBLE— ,
y USELESS
JUNK LIKE
THAT.

THEN
SUDDENLY, I'M
REASS/GNED.

“AND THEN, MY

CONTACT WHO

TOLD ME YOU {

WERE HERE—IN ' -

THE HOSPITAL— MENTIONED THAT, IN

THE LAST THREE

YEARS, SOMEONE'S
TAKEN OUT TWELVE
OF YOUR KNIGHTS.

“THREE OF THEM
DIDN'T EVEN
LAST A FULL

«AND |
FIGURE, IF
YOU'LL DO THAT
FOR AME,

YOU'LL BURN
DOWN HELL TO
KEEP SOMEONE
YOU LOVE
ALINVE—

AND | WANT
THE LADY

HETERODYNE KE
ALIVES




SURE—IF SHE N
MARRIES
KISSY-BOY, SHE'LL
BE HAPPY—

NOW YOU, 4
YOU'RE A 7OTAL
SNEAK. o

=z B

<\ GOT 1O PO
: WITH—
TREATIES, BUILD
ALLIANCES—

YOU'LL REBUILD
THE EMPIRE OF THE
STORM KING FROM

SCRATCH—RIGHT HERE
IN MECHANICSBURG!/

...AND BECAUSE
YOU'RE BOTH
STARTING FROM THE
SAME LEVEL,

YOU'LL HAVE A
MUCH BETTER CHANCE
OF WORKING TOGETHER—
AND BEING HAPPY—FOR A
LONG, LONG TIME!
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-.AND YOU
THINK / CAN
DO THAT?

OKAY, SUPER
BLISSED ouT
IN EVERY
POSS/BLE

THAT'S
WHAT I'M
BETTING

7  YOU'RE A
 sr,ark, use
"\ YOUR BRAIN/S

o

7 ..BUT SHE'D N\
BE GIVING UP A

\  LOT OF HER
N POWER—

HOW LONG
SHE'D LIVE.

YES, YES! &
| GET IT, ALL
RIGHTR!

..AND THERE'LL BE

N LoTs oF parT/ES... ||

AND I'LL GET TO

SURE, YOU'LL
WIND UP SOME
KIND OF EVZL

DARK LORD, OR

SOMETHING:

BUT /LL BET THE
LADY HETERODYNE IS
ONE OF THOSE GIRLS
WHO L/KES THAT KIND
OF THING, YOU KNOW?
AND |

THINK SHE
COULD REALLY
MAKE THE “EVIL

A QUEEN" LOOK

OOH:; A
| 7TR/ICKY. SHE'S
AN AUTUMN.




ANYWAY, YOU
JUST STOP
TRYING TO BE A
HERO—

NOW, //AMf
GOING TO
GO MAKE SURE
NOTHING TRIES
TO EAT HER
WHILE SHE'S
WORKING.

LUCREZIA'S

LOYALISTS WILL

BE 7R/ICKY..

¥ THEYE GOT
\ A GRUDGE.

AND STICK
TO “PLAN
B_n

[ 82 paTIENT, AND |8

BE THERE.

'YOU HURRY
UP AND PULL
YOURSELF

ROYAL MADBOY
SKILLS TO WORK
AND HELP HER WIN/

| KNIGHTS WILL &
b HELP THERE—';;‘ -

b

| LIKE THERE'S A
AUl CHANCE THIS
COULD EVEN

MAYBE
VIOLETTA IS
RIGHT!

MAYBE |
DO HAVE A
CHANCE!

" I'M PLOTTING \

AND SHE
REALLY WOULD
LOOK LOVELY IN

BLACK...

MAYBE WITH A
LITTL! (e}
MOTIF—kee! 4

/ mgﬁ
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hm. THE FIRST
o THING SHE'LL ”
' WANT TO DO IS GET |
0, THE ORDER ON
2. HER SIDE.

[
&

! BULEN, | }
' THINK...

HE LOVES
HETERODYNE |
STORIES.

STILL,
WHETHER SHE
WANTS ME OR
NOT: IT WON'T

BE WASTED

SHE'LL S7/LL
NEED S7TRONG
ALLIANCES...

YeS!
THINGS ARE
LOOKING —



3; HEE HEE! NRS
(® RESCUING THE [N
1 PRINCE! @lg)
[\ RESCUING THE

AH, SANAA/
THERE YOU
ARE!

y | GOT i
| WULFENBACH | 7
A FOR YOU! 4

- N S— v~ 1 - o

. e~ LB : W - o - :
1 T Seus — J T 4 s —_—
R ;n—bﬁ.ﬁ'}& g L S = 3 WPREE . W oS e = -:“.‘1\\. £
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YOU DIDN'T — ' X 8 NAH, HE'S |
HIT HIM 700 ) P |
”44%;:3??'9 ) S0 o) ...BUT YOU
/N ¥ Tkl B : SA4/D HE'S ALL
_ | And ' [ DANGEROUS AND
Tgté;?ﬁgajM i/ N 1 e {3 STUFF: SO |
O SN Hh | : _ ‘ # )\ KNOCKED HIM
\ YOU KNOW.

HEE HEE! |
RESCUED HIM
GooD/

N

37 DD

Y/ AH!/BUTIT
SOUNDS LIKE
YOU DIDN'T HIT

HIM #4RD
ENOUGH!

5,

“...IT'S NOT A BAD

YOUNG LADYf
THAT'S NO
REASON TO 8E i
SOFT ON A
VILLAIN! 4

WAY TO KILL TIME, AS
LONG AS IT ULTIMATELY
RESULTS IN THE TOTAL
DESTRUCTION OF HER LAIR
AND THE RUINATION OF HER

NEFARIOUS PLANS!"

WHAT DID | AN - : ' N3 T tsk. DON'T
TELL YOU : — ¢ B worry, Bic
ABOUT GETTING § ; il . : A h BROTHER!

S , . : W T coUNDS LiKE X
f [ g e N HE'S IN LOVE WITH
: == THE HETERODYNE
i GIRL, ANYWAY.

...BUT DON'T
FORGET TO TELL
HIM IT WAS ME
WHO RESCUED

Hin

OOOCH, | WISH e 2 OF COURSE

| COULD GO
WITH YOU—IT'LL
BE SO COOL/

DARN THIS

STUFID
‘SPLODEY
COLLAR...

YOU SHALL HAVE
THE CREDIT/!

HIM TO THE BARON,
I'LL DEMAND THAT YOU
\ BE RELEASED /
N /MMEDIATELY—~

OR | SHALL N
THROW THIS

LOUT OFF 4 |
\ BUILDING/ ‘Jﬁ
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MEANWHILE, IN THE TOWER
OF THE DOOM BELL—

EEEARRRRGGGH!
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OUTSIDE, ON THE STREETS OF MECHANICSBURG— §

G - .
...BUT | JUST
DON'T UNDERSTAND
WHY WE'RE DOING

THIS?

STINKING
POLTROON! YOUR
TORTURES WILL
BE EXQU/SITE!

™

«AND NOW
WE'RE
ATTACKING A
BUSTED

HEY. SOME OF

US ARE TRYIN' TO
KILL THINGS,

BUT—BUT |
THOUGHT WE
NEEDED HER ALINE
TO MARRY THE
STORM KING/

IMBEC/LES
HOW DARE YOU
QUESTION MY
ORDERS?!

ATTACKING A
HOSPITAL—

THEY SAID

THE BARON'S |

KID IS IN

SO BRINGIN'
IT DOWN IS

KILL THE
EMPFPIRE.

<sigh.> YES, YES.
BUT WE 4LSO GET TO
KiLL THE #ETERODYNE
G/RL, |F YOU MUST 4
KNOW.

LACKWIT!
CRETIN/ WRONG
HETERODYNE/

WRONG
STORM
KING!

~ WRONG!
WRONG!
WRONG/

SEEP | NEVER T,
! | KNOW WHAT THE
HECK WE'RE

YA GOTTA N
ENJOY THE L/TTLE
THINGS, MAN. o=




WELL...| DO
LIKE THE
BLOWING

WE SHOULD
GET GOING,
TOO.

YES: YES.
| KNOW.
HAVE ALL THE
CHILDREN MADE
IT TO THE

B

OH COME ON,
GREAT GREAT
GREAT
GRAN'PA—

WELL / VOW -
YOU ARE SOOO
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...AND YOU'RE
SURE THE STREET
OF THE GOLDMAKERS
HAS BEEN
EVACUATED?

..ALSO, THE
TUNNEL RATS
LEFT THE ARE ALL IN

ACID SPRAYERS 1) el PO,
& RUNNING? O, 4 Lo
. L CAN COLLAPSE
/ ANY STREET WE
WANT, "JUST SAY
THE WORD."

WELL, WE CAN
ONLY DESTROY THE
TOWN ONCE, SO
WE'D BETTER MAKE
IT COUNT.

THISS WE
SO Vo

um=—| WONDER IF g
GROWING UP HERE
MIGHT MAKE US A J
LITTLE... WE/RD... £°




v/

LU el

EVERYONE . =
GET ouT/ - -
QUICKLY!

ahem—LEADERS OF
FREEZE! AH, Y ) MECHANICSBURG!
 STAY WHERE YOU 1 ' J ) PREPARE TO—
ARE: OR D/E/ 55 f N -y

WAIT A
MINUTE...WHO
THE DEVIL ARE

b YOU FooLsS?

HA WHY, THIS IS
MARVELOUS! | CAN
SEE EVERYTHING!
P

ﬁl :

WHERE IS
THAT IDIOT'S
SPEECH—

AH!

WAIT...IS IT
\ POSS/BLER

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



LOOK! THAT
WALL JUST
COLLAPSED—RIGHT
ON TOP OF THOSE

BUT—BUT /

28 DIDN'T ORDER

THAT.

YOU SHOULD
HAVE. ITS BOTTLED
UP A WHOLE UNIT OF
THOSE GUYS.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

HEY! HEY/
COME LOOK W

SOMETHING'S

. ’ HAPPENING/ !l

SAND

LOOK—DOWN 1

B THE OTHER 2
[ WAY— A
] BOTH SIDES

OF THE FOLDING |
BRIDGE HAVE

GONE UP!

SOLDIERS ARE
STUCK ON 7INY
MONSTER

THEY'LL BE
FINE AS LONG ¥
AS THEY DON'T

ST DOWN.

IT/ YES: I DID!

.
" o, T HAD A BIT OF
carasony | B2 TROUBLE FINDING
YOU/ BUT I DID

> APPRECIATE IT/
| THAT'S A BIT OF

N

WORK TO BE
DONE/ HURRY/




3

...AND NOW
MADAME OTILIA
WILL BE ABLE TO

i REACH GlL.,

RIGHT? =

GREAT!
COME ON,
TARVEK,

T's—

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

...AND N
THAT’S THE
LAST ONE/!

7 CASTLE?
A CAN YOU HEAR
| ME?

THAT I |
CAN DO
W | misTrESS. |
: y ) -“H"“

WELL DONE,
MISTRESS/

WHAT?! OH, | N
CAN'T BELIEVE
HE MISSED

I'LL GO GET
HIM! HE WAS
SUPPOSED TO BE
HERE BY NOW!

AH... MY POWER
IS STILL FAILING,
BUT I CAN NOW
ACT TO DEFEND
THE TOWN.

CASTLE? IS
TARVEK 444




= = -

SOON, BACK AT THE
MECHANICSBURG TOWN HALL—

- -

AND THERE-ABOUT
THREE METERS
BENEATH THE

/ BUT—WHAT §
EXACTLY |S IT
THEY'LL BE

; TRIUMPHAL ARC
4 >

EVERY MECHANIC
YOU CAN STILL FIND
\ GET OUT TO LOOK AT }

THESE R/GHT

THAT'S VERY
CRYPT/IC, ENEN
FOR YOU.

THE TOWN IS
UNDER HEAVY
ATTACK, AND YOU
WANT US TO RISK
VALUABLE PECPLE TO
CHASE VAGUE
MEMOR/ESP

WHAT A7ND

OF “THINGS

THAT ONCE
WERE LOSTP

selll\ THEY DONI'T GET

OlD GROUCH-

cuarD...s0 Ml ONCE WERE LOST.

A,

HEAR ME NOW: I HEREBY
RECOGNIZE AGATHA
HETERODYNE AS THE LADY
OF MECHANICSBURG, AND
VANAMONDE VON MEKKHAN

e AS HER SENESCHAL.

YOU WERE
YOUNG.

HE HAS ALREADY
DISPATCHED e
| MINIONS, WITHOUT (% 5 HIS NAIVE TRUST IN ME |~ %

GIVES ME HOPE FOR THE
ENTERTAINMENT VALUE OF

- A STRING OF \
| BADGERING
QUESTIONS/ h

THE YOUNG GENERATION.

WELL GET SOME
LOVELY HOLES
DRILLED IN YOUR
HEAD AS SOON AS

SUCH JOLLY
TIMES WE'LL
HAVE/

E THAT IS, \
ASSUMING YOU

NEVER FEAR.
SHE IS ON
HER WAY.

SOON THE
HETERODYNE WILL
ONCE AGAIN SCREAM
DEFIANCE FROM ATOP
THE WALLS OF
MECHANICSBURG!

=

NOW, MY POWER
IS FADING; AND I
HAVE MANY THINGS
YET TO DO.

YOUR TASK
IS TO
HETERODYNE! SO DEFEND THE
SHE'S ALL RIGHT?
WHERE IS
SHEP 4

N
' \.J‘
|

HOW GLORIOUS/ ™

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076



CASTLE HETERODYNE, JUST k.\-k
INSIDE THE GATE OF CHIMES—

SEEP NOW
DOT'S JUST

poSE ;

GUNHEDZ |1Z FOR
FIGHTING DER
INFANTRY.

VY AREN'T DEY
DOWN BY DE TOWN Y
GATES, VERE DERE'S \§,
LOT7S OV PIPPLE =
TO SHOOT?

DEY KEN'T DO
NOTTINK TO DE
KESTLE BUT
ANOCK oUT
VINDOWS.

YES, WELL, WE
COUNT AS
“INFANTRY" AT THE
MOMENT, AND
WE'RE HERE—

HO! UND €O
DO DOSE SNEPPY
DRESSERS FROM
MACTOVIA DOWN /g

DEYS GOINK
ou7TA DER
V4y TO BE GOOT 4
TARGETS. 4

EYOUCH. el TRUE. THIS P —RIGHT NOW ¥
- PLACE /S DIS PLAZE I1Z NAH. IT
HOO! NIZE B AMAZING, BUT ) ANNOYING. « SCHTILL TINKS
RIGHT NOW... sigh. BUT IT 1Z FONNY.
| Dis z

YEEES...THE \ L NOTTINK.
TRICK IS GOING TO AW || HYU TRY PUTTINK
BE KEEPING 74HAT _ ! OP VIT IT FOR A
FROM HAPPENING -' J HUNDRED UND

- - FIFTY YEARS.

YEZ, VELL.
DOT'S A BRIDGE
VE GOTS TO
CROSS VEN VE KEN
GETS TOIT.

FORGETTING
HOW OLD YOU
JAGERS ARE.
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SO, AGATHA
DID ITP YOU'RE
FINALLY
REFPAIRED?

tch. HYU 1Z
SCHTILL
PRIDDY MESSY,

IT IS TRUE. UNTIL MY

GENERATORS ARE

RESTORED, I CANNOT
DEFEND THE TOWN AS T

[ a1, BUT NOW 1T 15
TIME FOR ME TO -~

OHP BUT WE

NORMALLY WOULD-

I MUST USE MY
REMAINING POWER

[ HYU COULDN'T
Y DO SOTTLE VIT A
7ON ON BRICKS!

HEH HEH. §{
NOW, / AM
HERE—

WERE ON CUR WAY

OUT WHEN YOU

AND THE MOST
DANGEROUS
THINGS OUT THERE
N WILL BE WITH YOU.

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

| suPERFICIALITIES-

UM-AND MANY
SECONDARY
SYSTEMS ARE

SPARE FOR

WITHOUT i
POWER, YOU'LL
SOON—

N .u

iy~ HYU'LL ST/£
BE A USELESS
PILE OV ]

r I AM AWARE |
OF THE

I CHALLEGE




WE HAVE
ACCOMPANY

OH YES. NOW
AT THIS TIME,
WE CAN GO ONLY
AS FAR AS THE
CITY WALLS.

THE PLAN IS

B 10 START AT
. THE HOSPITAL

AWARE IT HAS
BEEN ALMOST
COMPLETELY

YOUR FATHER
WAS AN AMAZING
MAN, GILGAMESH.

I OWE HIM A

7 —1 KNOW
[ HE'S GONE,

BUT THERE
WILL STILL BE
WULFENBACH

\ TROOPS IN THE AREA.

OH: HO! 7HAT
WE HAVE
COVERED/

[ SLEPNIR!
\ 7HEO!

ARE YOU
COMING WITH

LATE—BUT WE
ALMOST FORGOT
SOMETHING/S

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

AT LEAST
SOME OF THEM :
MUST HAVE SEEN ME
TAKE OUT THOSE | :

KNOW MY FATHER
N [S...1S DEAD...

UNTIL | CAN
GET TO CASTLE
WULFENBACH ITSELF,
THEY'LL BE THE
MOST LIKELY TO
ACCEPT MY
AUTHORITY.

'LL NEED
THEM.

ASSUMING |
CAN CONVINCE
THEM OF WHO |

An, OF COURSE.

YOU CAN'T
GO CUT THERE
WITHOUT YOUR

WONOESRaE WITH A7y LUCK,

THAT WILL BE
EXACTLY WHAT |
NEED.




IF WE ARE TO
MAKE TT TO THE ORDINARILY, -
HOSPITAL STITE, WE YES...AND...I [§ ) THEN WHY
MUST FIND A WAY - AM DOING MY | WASTE AVY
PAST THOSE AERTAL : BEST... i s | OF YOUR
& BUT UNDER THE \
SURELY, NOW PRESENT 4 (N { 1T sEEMS THE LADY
THAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES- DEL*"‘;L'}G HETERODYNE. ...
CASTLE'S BEEN EX/ 4P WOULD PREFER

I HAVE...SO ;
\ REPAIRED—? A \ (— YOU ALIVE.

AH WELL, ALL
OF THE MASTERS
HAD THEIR LITTLE

QUIRKS...

...AND SHE
REALLY THINKS AR e = 5,
I'M GOING TO JUST : w13 OH COME
WANDER OUT INTO ), OTHER DAY? - v o
THE MIDDLE OF A )
BIG ARMY OF
=1
N BATTLEFIELD: WAR MACHINES?

¢l You WITH A WwaLkING
. ST/ICAP RING ANY i

CREDIT!

YOU WERE #‘:
SURPRISED TO
FIND ME STILL

HERE, RIGHT? 48

WHAT DID
YOU THINK |
WAS DOING?

s : B oKAY, SURE, |
MAYBE YOU AM GOING OUT
JUST HAVEN'T
HAD ANOTHER
CHANCE.

BUT I'M NOT
GOING
UNARMED!

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)
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WAIT—WHAT
B DO YOU MEAN?P
| TARVEK'S NOT IN
THE CASTLE A7
ALLR!

AH, T AM. .. CURRENTLY
FIGHTING BATTLES ON
MANY FRONTS, BUT...

YES: THAT
SEEMS TO BE

... BUT YOU WILL |
BE HAPPY TO
KNOW THAT T [ g

il NOT APPEAR TO Ii
BE CURRENTLY

(o

ENGAGING THE Iiﬁ‘_ |
ATTACKERS... | Ly

BUT, MY LADY,
HE... STRUCK ME AS A
RESOURCEFUL YOUNG

MAN. WE WILL...

WE MUST TRUST IN
HIS STRENGTH.
SEARCH FOR HIM
L LATER.

&

I HAVE CAPTURED
YOUR OTHER
CONSORT, AND
AM. .. HOLDING HIM
UNTIL MADAME OTILIA
CAN REACH HIM.

BUT TARVEK—
GOSH. |...

GUESS HE LEFT |

AFTER ALL.

PROBABLY
PRETTY MAD

THAT'S NOT
Ve rd

I HAVE ACCEPTED | &
YOU AS THE LADY

HETERODYNE. "\
MECHANICSBURG d
. [

NEEDS YOU.

NS

THERE IS FIGHTING IN
THE STREETS. I SHALL
INFORM THE TOWN
LEADERS THAT YOU
ARE ON THE WAY.

... YOU MUST GO
FORTH AND DEFEND
YOUR TOWN, AS THE

HETERODYNE SHOULD. )i

BUT...IF HE D/D
LEAVE THE CASTLE,
HE'LL BE FACING

ALL THOSE
ATTACKERS, 700—

S AND HE

| DOESN'T HAVE
I8 THE MOBILE FUN
¥\ UNITS TO HELP

HIM!

[ BUT HOW ARE WE

SUPPOSED TO GET

A\ TO THEM ALIVER

" ALL THOSE

| ARMIES AND

THINGS ARE

... HEH, AND...TIT LOOKS
LIKE THE LADY'S
SURVIVING
CONSORT SHOULD




-~ =
CASTLE HETERODYNE—
THE FIRST GATE HOUSE.

LET'S GO!
KICK THOSE FEET
INTO SECOND
GEAR! MOVE!

BUT, | TELL
YOU, SHE'LL BE
SHOT /INSTANTLY
IF SHE COMES
OUT HERE!

SURELY ONE OF
THE OLD
TUNNELS—P

| AM WELL
AWARE OF THAT,
LADY VITRIOX.

...BUT YOU'VE
GOT TO GIVE
HER CRED/IT/

SHE'S THE
HETERODYNE! DON'T
YOU OLD-TIMERS
REMEMBER WHAT THAT
MEANS?P

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

GET BACK,
YOU YOUNG
FooL!

DO YOU WANT N\

THEM TO START

SHOOTING AT }
US AGAIN? A

WELL, | HAVE
TO WATCH FOR

WE'RE LOSING
GROUND

s  WE'E GOT AT
SHE'LL EVERYWHERE. LEAST SEVEN

HAVE TO! 4l DIFFERENT FACTIONS
BRAWLING OUT

SOMETHING PRETTY
AMAZING, THIS TOWN
1S FINISHED/!

AH-DO NOT WORRY. SR
C| THEY...ARE ABOUT
TO BE REMINDED.

I BELIEVE YOU
MAY ALL NOW

)| THE SHOW 1S
ABoUT TO P
BEGIN.




... AND THAT N
ONE’S FOR ™| 4
AGATHA!
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GUNNERS!
TAKE HIM

BUT—I
THOUGHT YoUu
r F J - b
}%.Ig%u [ fi= A | _ W\ HETERODYNE
MISSED! : o | WAS A G/RL.

YOU SENT THOSE ‘N ' L A\l 03 SHE IS. 7THAT'S g
STUPID BALLOON 7 [/ 1] [V e , s | VA _ .JL,J;T THE
HEADS...AGAINST ! Sk NSRS | BOYFRIEND.
CASTLE - {8
HETERODYNE?/
PATHETIC!

-AND WHAT ARE
THOSE? SIEGE
HAMMERS?

WE'RE...WE'RE
GOING TO HAVE
TO BREAK OUT THOSE
LITTLE /IRON CAGES
: FOR THEIR CHILDREN;,
! ; \a AREN'T WEP
Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)




THE DOOM BELL—

Ananany TT IR
R S| cerranvy {0
WS ook you €N

-
T
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] ok = _—
\ i qumzssmve ¥,
ﬁf(;:??)tg?l ; YOU GATHERED |;-z. YOUNG VON
| EVERYTHING YOU | MEKKHAN- B
LITTLE MAN. . V 4

YOU MAY
WANT TO COVER | PROBABLY
Your EAR‘S NOT, BUT—

EXCELLENT/ BECAUSE IT
IS TIME FOR YOU TO
MERCILESSLY CRUSH
YOUR ENEMIES
f BENEATH YOUR BOOTS
LIKE THE INSECTS
THEY ARE’
MUHAHAHAHAHA?

ISN'T IT STILL
/ marvELOUS. \ DANGEROUS—
| WELL, HERE WE I .
8 GO, THEN. A

LET'S GO,
LADIES AND

¢ ‘ _ GENTLEMEN.
L [ NOT THAT IT 7N

WILL DO ANY

GOOD..
‘ 4
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HUM. IT'S BAD FORM

WOW. ACTUALLY, | TO LET THE EMPIRE
THERE HE 3 DON'T LIKE STEAL OUR

GOES. P THAT— THUNDER R/GHT OH, COME,

g 5. FROM THE 4 THERE'S HARDLY
LY WULFENBACH'S v, 1 ANY FEAR OF

| REALLY TEARING |& 7 WA 7447, NOW /S
\  THROUGH i ' = 4

. : { - WAIT! HE'S

([ WULFENBACH”R, \& B N To0 YOUNG!
YOU MEAN, THAT - . \ Y e HE HASN'T
WAS— . ¥ = HEARD 1T!

Frert. HIS
FATHER \NOULD'E
HIT THE GATE AND
BEGUN ANOTHER
SWEEP BY NOW.
NONE OF THE
YOUNG ONES
HAVE HEARD IT/

7 WHEN THERE'S A
NEW HETERODYNE— SURE,

THE DOOAM BELL IT'LL HINDER <
RINGS! g— - ANY ENEMIES BUT IT'LL

NoBODY'S ALREADY IN ALSO CRIPPLE
HEARD IT FOR  \\ THE AREA— OUR OWN
AGES! EVEN WHEN DEFENSES! AND
THE HETERODYNE THERE ARE AMORE
SO EVEN IF BOYS WERE HERE, INVADERS :
vou're UsED To \ \THEY HARDLY EVER _ COMING/

IT: IT TENDS TO
HAVE AN EFFECT—

...OH, COME ON.
YOU'RE JUST
MESSING WITH THE
NEW KID AGAIN, '
AREN'T YOU? &

| MEAN, WHEN
ALL'S SAID AND
DONE—IT'S JUST
A BELL RIGHT?

THIS PART.

‘ ’
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OKAY,
EVERYBODY'S
HERE: THEY'RE
ALL LOOKING

WP vou caN
GET STARTED
\ ANY TIME!

Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)

OH, ALL
RIGHT...

PEOPLE OF
MECHANICSBURG,
THE CASTLE IS
MINE/!

B 1 amTHE
= HETERODYNE!







Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



TO BE CONTINUED IN: GIRL GE‘ N[E@S Book Three

S\EREN GIN

L8 W W.GIRLGENIUS. NET
Read new Girl Genius comics online every M ¢ W ¢ F



Melissa Nuno (order #7702076)



2

R, = T

«9
04’04 Y

.yﬂﬁﬁgx

< g
DNESDMN




Girl Genius Book Eleven

SF/Fantasy
Teens & Up

S n a time when the Industrial Revolution has become an all-out war, Mad Science rules
the World...with mixed success.

Until recently, Agatha Clay was an unlucky student at Transylvania Polygnostic University...but that was
before she discovered that she was the lost heir to the famous Heterodyne family. Now she’s deep within the
halls of the broken mechanical fortress that is her family’s castle, looking for a way to repair the castle defenses
and save her friends before the inevitable attack comes from...well...everybody.

Girl Genius is a three-time winner of the World Science Fiction Society’s Hugo Award in the
category of Best Graphic Story!
“I*ve always loved the Foglios for their unabashedly nerdy, slapstick sensibility, a bit of Tex Avery and Max Fleischer filtered
through the Monster Manual and Dungeon Master’s Guide. Girl Genius brought that fine form to steampunk stories, with
I xom, , brilliant Agatha Clay in a starri le.” C
the buxom, madcap, brilliant Agatha Clay in a starring role rsity DG

boingboing .net
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