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£ THE LAST, AND THE GREATEST,
LORDS OF A LAND THE PEOPLE

(OF YOUR TIME SCARCELY BELIEVE EXISTED)
INCE TAKEN BY THE S2A.

HAVE TO LNERSTAND
5
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YEG. AND KEEP YOUR
EYES TIGHTLY CLOSEPASYOU

WALK, UNTIL T TELL YOU TO
HALT, AND TO OPEN THEM

S——————

WHERE ARE WE
GOINGZ ARE YOU GONG
10 GHOW ME MY
FUTHUREZ

i e oA

1 PON'T KNOW ABOUT
YOU TWO, BUT T HAVE A
BAD FEELING ABOUT

NO, HES NOT.
BUT WE HAVE NO OTHER
CHOICE . CAN You TRAVEL

FIFTEEN YEARS
IN Your
FUTURE
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OKAY, 100,
WE'RE GOING TO

1--IM NOT SURE T
REMEMBER [TALL PROPERLY,
JOHN. TS ALL GONE A BIT
FuZzY, THERE WERE THESE
WOMEN... AND A HOUSE
HULLO, WITH CHIEKEN £S5 .-
TIM. HOW WAS L

FAIRYLANDZ
IT WAS LIKE A

DREAM. 1 SORT-OF -
REMEMBER IT, BUT T DON'T!
THINK 1 CAN TALK ABOUT
IT. NOT IN AWAY THAT

WOULD MAKE SENSE .

7 AND 1
SUPPOSE THAT |

16 YOU WHOWILL

BE WALKING
BLING B0Y.T
KNOW THE PATH
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IHAE
R WANY.. MILLIONS, . OF YEARS.
HAD TINE T0 DO A GREAT

AL OF THNKING.

AN WHAT
THINK IS
THIS.

NERAGAN, 1'D BE
SOMEONE HAPPY AND
ISTANT AND SHALL.

LVEN A
HOLE IN THE GROLING,
MAYBE.

NEVER 10 GET NVOWED
IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE GREAT,
AND THE POWERFUL. NEVER T
DIGCOVER THE JOY OF THE
ART.

TAKE HiM AWAY,
7 3 DARK WALKER. SHOW.
19 5410 Hili THENEXT ERBIT
ENoLSH, S s warnork
GALLERY OF THE
ST,

AN BOYT
PO'T TAKE WHAT
THEYRE OFFERNG,

176 AckoeK.
ABIG GOLOEN
CROCK.
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THE WAY MY FATHER >
TOLD IT TOME, THE FUTURE z BUT NOTHING

15 A SERIES OF INFINITELY BRANCHING =l IN THE FUTURE 16

POSSIBILITIES. WHEN WE WALK IT, WE \ DEFINITE.
WALK POWN THE MOST PROBABLE
PATHS, THOSE WITH THE GREATEST
LIKELIHOOP OF OCCURRING.

BUT WE AREN'T REALLY
TRAVELING INTO THE FUTURE, ARE
WE?Z THIS 15 MORE LIKE WHEN THE
GUY IN THE BLACK COAT SHOWED ME
THE PAST, IN'T T2 WE'RE JusT _/
WATCHING 1T7

'SOME TIMES ARE PERIODS
OF GREAT FLUX--THE NEXTHUNDRED.
YEARS OR 60 ARE AWASH OF CONFLICTNG
EVENTS, OTHERS ARE RELATIVELY STABLE -~
50 THAT ALMOST ANY FUTLIRE PATH YO
WALK TAKES YOU 1O THE SAME UNIVERSE.
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4 LIRS 57 THENINE HEAVENS RIDE CHARITS O ORENDS,

 FLANKED BY GRIFFINS,
AN INTHE SKY PAPER KITES

WHEN SHE WACES HE I3 GONE,
FOR A WHILE SHE LOITERS, PAI

SHE DREAMS AGAIN:

FROM MEETINGS ANP PARTINGS NONE CAN EVER ESCAPE

L Nor o mge.

[nthe nizedettn the sands iahisper
of 0TI 502,
AP STAPAB eefles,
1aLL Shadom alomen
that PR Like sreat Lions Across the dunes,
_ plom> AN honey drippivg from their jaws.

N2 msic.
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THE RED FLAME FLISKER$ ON THE WAL OF THE <AVE
[SMEARED WITH OCHRES, BERRY DYE, CHARCOAL]
MAKING THE GREAT ELK MOVE,

MAKING THE MASTODON BREATHE,

MAKING THE HUNTER? RACE AND KILL.

WATCH THEM SEEKING TO PLACATE
AND LINDERSTAND THE WORLD ABOVE.
THIS THEY KNOW:
THIS THEY INDERSTAND <
THERE I$ DARKNESS, EVERYWHERE, QUTSIDE.

THE DARK [5 EVERYWHERE; AND THOLGH THE SUN COMES LIP,
AND THOUGH THE FIRES BLO%5OM, ANP ARE TAMED,

THE DARKNESS I$ THERE .

THE DARKNESS 15 WAITING.

AND THE THINGS IN THE DARKNESS

THAT WHISPER BEFORE TWEY FEAST,

THEY ARE TO BE PLACATED AND PERSUADED,
THEY ARE T0 BE LOVED AND SACRIFICED 70,
THEY ARE T0 BE PRAYED T0 AND DISTRUSTED.

AND 50 THERE I3 MAGIC.
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SORTOF. WE'RE
FROM THE PAST. CAN
You SEE U7

1 DON'T KNOW.
1 THINK 1 MAY BE
DELIRIOUS.

I THOUGHT YOU WERE SUcH

ANICE KID. T SHOULD HAVE (
STRANGLED YO MYSELF, FiIFTeeN [ WH-WHAT ARE
YEARS AGO. OR LET THEM KILL YOU, YOU 7AL KING ABowT,
WOULD HAVE SAVED UG ALL A JOHN? We'Re
LOT OF GRIEF. FRIENDS...

POYOU SEE 5
HIM, UP THEREZ ) e
THE LEADER OF THE x NO! 1155 NoT
OPPOSITIONZ _4b TRUE! IT WON'T HAppeN
LIKE THAT!

COULD YOU LIGHT
THIS CIGARETTE FOR
1'M SORRY, 4 MEZ THE LIGHTERS ON
KID. IT ALREADY THE GROUND. IT'5 JusT
HAPPENED. THAT 1 CAN'T MoVE
% MY ARM.
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No! I'M NoT

BORING. 5
KNEW IT WASONE OF
WoRrt

THOSE WORDS.
NO, TINOTHY. n‘

'T ONE OF THOSE
WORDS ATALL. NOTIN
THIE CONTEXT.

16A PARTOF CREATION |

AS YETUNBORN. ONE DAY

THE EGG WILL HATCH--

AND FROM ITA WORLD
WILL EMERGE .
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0O Yol 6EE
THEREZ
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ITS YOURS.

IT WAS A FAIRTRADE
AFTERALL. KEEP IT.
PERHAPS ONE DAY

YOU'LL FIN? THE
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ANDRAGUEL,
0 whom HAG BEEN 8
ENTRUSTED THE

v
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1i
I TAKE IT YOU HAMMER
FIRGTANZ ASK QUESTIONS
AFTERWARDS.

THE ONLY
GOOp VAMPIRE 1S
ADEAD VAMPIRE,

CONSTANTINE.

I'M SURE THEY'D
AGREE WITH You ON
THAT SCORE

YOU OUGHT To
WATZH [T, YOU KNOW.
ONE DAY THE BOGEYMEN
ARE GOING T0 COME OUT
OF THEIR CLOSETS AND
START PARADING POWN
THE HIGH STREET.

1 HEARD E!}‘
A JOKE ABoUT )
YOU, ONCE, £, AR

THEY'LL BE
MARCHING FOR EQUAL
RIGHTS, FREE BLOOG,
AN YOUR HEAD ON

APLATTER.

15 THAT
SOME KINCOF JOKE,
CONSTANTINE 2

I THINK IT WAS
A JOKE, BLOKE I MET
INABAR IN KHATMANDU ,

INCASE YoU MET A
VAMPIRE ; AND A GUN
LOADED WITH SILVER
BULLETS, IN CASE You
EVER MET A WE!EWLF.

UNLIKE You,
T DO NOT DEFILE
THE TEMPLE OF MY BODY,
CONSTANTINE .

IN 7HAT
CASE, 1 SUPPOSE
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S0 THERES
NO MAGIC LEFT, > W
AFTER THATZ i

7 ITLOOKS ABIT
LIKE THE MASK THAT
THAT PROFESS0R FATE
BLOKE HAD. BUT IT6 NOT
GOLD ANTHORE ..,

NO-- X
PLEASE, LORD.\|
HAVE I NOT

SERVED THEE
|\ \ FAITHEULS g
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OH LORD-~
SPARE ME

THATS ALL
GO AWAY, AND
TAKE THE BLIND
MAN WITH Youl

THAT WAS
PISGUSTING,

YES, EVIL /6
DISGUSTING. ONCE T
URGED THE HEROES OF EARTH.
70 BAND TOGETHER ANC
DEGTROY FATE; 1O PREVENT

THE MASK FROM SOURING,
ATHOUSAND YEARS
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Hey--KID. YOU
REMEMBER WHAT T TOLD

ORDER. |15 OFFAL. CHADS.
IS GARBAGE, THEY WERE JUST
PDIFFERENT NAMES FOR THE QAME mm@
THE GURGLE, DOZE, PURL AND SPH!
OF PROTOPLASM, DELUPING il
THAT THERE |5 MEANING,
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ABRACADABRA.

1 : 5 ABRAXAS..
BINYATH A DEADKING, HANGXNG FRQM 4TRSS BRANCH,
AND WILL SHOW. YOU ALL MANNSROF ZLZ(SANT CHARMS. MAGIC. -
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UNDERSTAND ME.
UNDERSTAND SOMETHING
MY FATHER TAUGHT ME.
HUMANITY |6 EVIL--CIVILIZA-
TION 16 THE SCUM THAT FORMS
ON THE SURFACE, BUTBENEATH,
HUMANITY CONSISTS OF
BRUTES ANDANIMALS.

¥ WHATEVER OCCURRED
IN THAT CONFLICT-- IN ANY
TIME LINE IN WHICH [TACTUALLY
OCCURRED--IT WILL BE THE
LAST BRIEF FLOWERING OF
N MAGIC OF OUR ERA. ] THEN THERE
: WILLCOME A WAR,
BEATING MUCH OF
HUMANITY BACKTO
SAVAGERY.

THAT
5 WHY T AW
BLIND, YOU
SEE.
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IT,.. T NOT THE AND INDEED, THERE i THEN WHY
ONLY FUTURE, THERE ARE ARE MANY FUTURES INWHICH BRING ME HERE?
OTHERS IN WHICH YOU ARE A THIS BATTLE WILL NEVER ARE YOU JUST
“MAGE SUPREME, THE OCCUR . 4 TRYING TO UPSET
CHAMPIONOF LIGHT. MEZ 4
I PON'T UNDERSTAND.
5016 THIS ONE MORE LIKELY.
THAN THE OTHERS?

/AND THERE ARE AN INFINITE
NUMBER OF OTHER OPTIONS. IN
MANY OF THEM YOU ARE ENTIRELY

UININVOLVED IN THIG BATTLE =~
ON EITHER S

[ ANo 1 0O NoT PERMIT
/AFFECTION, OR LACK THEREOF,

{ u
H
SHodL e ITAL 7o NFLUENCE Y ACTIONS. THERE
16 GOOD, AND THERE 16 EVIL.

WAS ALL. SN }
: 3 THE GOOP MUST BE PROTECTED;
THE EVIL ERADICATED.

1 FELT YO

IPONT
LIKE You, MISTER
£--OR WHATEVER
1 HAVE SHOWN
You THE TRIUMPH OF
EVIL, AS A CAUTION. TGHOULON'T HAVE TO
2 GEE THIS STUFF. TAKE

A r‘ 1ME AWAY FROM HERE.
4 VERY WELL
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THEY'VE BEEN GONE
A WHILE. WHAT EXACTLY 16
E MEANT TO BE SHOWING
THE KIDZ

QUESTION YOUR JUDGMENT,
SIR. BUT WHY DID You
CHOOSE EZ

I HAVE HEARP "
DISTURBING THINGS
ABOUT HIM, IN THE
PAST.

FREE WILL.
THERE MUST ALWAYS
BE FREEWILL . :

THE RISE AND FALL
OF MAGIC, IN THE YEARS
TO COME. A THOUSAND YEARS
INTO THE FUTURE, PERHAPS.
NO MORE.

LATER THAN THAT,

AND [T BECOMES

DIFFICULT O RETURN TO
THE HERE AND NOW.

PERHAPS. BUTONE
MUST USE THE VESSELS
AVAILABLE.

REMEMBER, HE
FOUGHT VALIANTLY IN
CALCUTTA, HE HAS ALWAYS
SOUGHT TO UPHOLD GOOPNESS
AND LIGHT, A HE HAS PERCEIVED
IT. HE 15 ABLE--AS WE ARE NoT
--TO SHOW THE CHILD THE
TIMES YET TO COME.






OEBPS/Image00036.jpg





OEBPS/Image00157.jpg
=
)

YOU SEE WITH
YOUR EYES. THIS MEANS
YUl CAN BEMISLED BY
CHARM, BY OUTWARP
APPEARANCE, BY WEGS
OF GLAMOUR, BY
SURFACE PRETENSES.

I poNOT
SEE WITH MY,
EYES,

1 5€€ 6oor,
AND1SEE EVIL.
NOTHING ELSE .

How D10
YOUR FATHER
TEACH YO THAT,

THEN 2

IWASA
LITTLE YOUNGER
THAN You

HE DISCOVERED ME.
LOOKING ATA PICTURE
OF AWOMAN. A SHAME-
LESS WOMAN. WITH
CONCUPISCENTLUST

IN MY HEART.

HE WAS A
GREAT GOOO MAN,
AND THIS TORE AT His
HEART, FOR HE HAD BROUGHT
ME UP TO FOLLOW IN HIS
FOOTSTEPS.

FIRST HE FLOGGED
THE DESIRE FROM ME, WITH
AWILLOW WAND. AND THEN
HE TOOK STEPS TO ENSURE
THAT MY EYES WOULDNEVER
AGAIN BETRAY ME INTO
THE PATHOF EVIL .

"IF THINE EYE

OFFEND THEE, PLUCK IT
OUT, AND CAST IT FROM THEE

1T 16 BETTER FOR THEE TO
ENTER INTO LIFE WITHONE EYE,

RATHER THAN HAVING TWO

EYES T0 BECAST INTO
HELL FIRE. *

CHRIST SAID THAT,
BOY. MATTHEW XVIlI,
VERSE 9.

MY FATHER
WAS AGoor
MAN.

AND ITRY

TO BE AGOOZMAN.

THE SPIRIT IS
WILLING.,.,

LET UGS
CONTINUE
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NIMUE WILL COME ALONG AND T'LL GO PANTNG
AFTER HER LIKE A DOG-FOX IN HEAT. TEACH HER
OLITTLE MAGIC TO DO HER ANY GO0, AND TOO
MUCH FOR SAFETY, ALL THE WHILE TRYNG TO.
INTO HER PETTICOATS.

AND BING
WITH MY OWN MAGC,
AN LEAVE ME TOROT.

1ML

HOT PEMON
BLOOP. STILL,

NTERESTING..,

OF course
YOU CONT, IASON.
NOW HUSH, AND
LATER 1 My LET
You PLAY WITH

CHANGE [T 0 SONE
THNG £L6E 7

T SORRY
ASTWLL
FREECONS, FRIEN
EVERYTHNG [T BUYS MUST
BE PAIC FOR

ImusTOO
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AFTER THE GREAT
WARS, AS MANKIND STRUGGLES
';ov;fow THE STARS, THERE WILL 7 %
E NO 7IME FOR MAGIC; IT il ECAUSE PEOPI
WILL PLAY NO PART VN/YHE i =) PDBMGTL‘WLI’E”Q
1 SusPeCT.

WHERE MAGIC 16
CONCERNED, THERE |15
ALWAYS AN INITIAL DECISION,
ANINITIAL WILLINGHESS TO
LET IT ENTER YOUR LIFE. IF
THAT 15 NOT THERE, THEN
NEITHER 15 MAGIC.

BUTEVENTUALLY
MAGIC WILL RETURN, AS
THE INTERGECTION OF
DIMENSIONS WILL RETURN
THE GEMWORLD INTO
THIS ASPECT OF THE
UNIVERSE .
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"WHY CAN'T WE JUST
LEAVE WELL ENOUIGH
W ALowez F e kios
OG0 8E WAGKCAL,
HE'LL GET THERE ON
HIS OWN. HE COBSN'T

HOW DO You
KWOW THIS, OCCULT?
DO YOU COMMUNE WTH
THE FORCES OF
DARKNESS %

AL RASHT. TH NOT GOING TO
ARBUE WITH YOU ANY MORE,
CHIEF. WHAT ARE YOU PROFOSNG

You se&
TRAITORS IN EVERY
SHACOW, E. I HAVE
SOURCES. T THING
1D RATHER LEAVE T
AT THAT, FOR NOW.

"CONSTANTINE, I HE 16 TO CHOOSE
THE PATH OFMAGIC THEN HE MUST
CHOOSE RESPONSIBLY, HE MUST
KNOW ENOUGH ABOLIT T
LABYRINTH 0 WALK A TRUE PATH

AL WE KNOW

WE CON'T KNOW.
ANYTHINS FOR

‘SHOW Il WHAT MAGHC TRULY 16,
AND WHAT IT WAS, ANG WHAT IT

FOR SURE 16 THAT Y

THAT 16 A
PARTICULARLY FOOLIGH
THNG 0 54Y, JOHN

CONSTANTINE. LIGHT AND

OARKNESS, LIFE AND
DEATH. THESE THINGS

ARE ETERNALLY
CERTAN

*HE HAS THE POTENTIAL 0 BECOmE |8
THE MOST POWERFUIL HUMAN ADEPT
OF THiS AGE

¥IT16 UP O THE FOUR OF LS
O ENSURE THAT HE CHOOSES (I
HIS PATH CORRECTLY. 4

“THAT 6 OUR MISSION,
AND OUR BURTEN
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T SAY THAT WE
SHOULD KILL HM. END
THE MATTER THERE.

OUR FREND 6 TRYING
0 S4Y 15 SIMPLY

AS RSHTEOUS.
50ULS, IT16 OUR
RESPONSIBILITY TO
AND T 16 UPTO 16 T CHANNEL TERMINATE THE MATTER,
THAT FORCE FOR GOOD ANG, O ENSURE THIS POWER.
PERHAPG, FOR MAGIC. POES NOT FALL INTO
THE WRONG HANDS.

THERE WILL BE NO'
KILLING. OURROLE IS
ONLY TO EDUCATE, TO
OFFER HIM THE

"THATHAS HOHNG DO |1
WITH IT, E. THE BOY 15 NO 006,






OEBPS/Image00128.jpg
If fhat there OWL was-
Flydown to fhe underside of

SRR
b AR
ﬂ*;;‘;‘;“.g:‘i‘-"* 5
RIS
KRR
33
gy

THWUMP!
"And, then U5 all couid get he young

S
20
DA
AR
RN
SRR

‘gentlenn here to UNGO all these

“And THEN us'd all climb Hhrough a Window
and wed be OFF into the LoNG GRASS and |
GONE before you could say JAMUARIUG
GAMMADION FONTARABIA DAGONET
KNIPPERPOLLINGS..,

MY HOUSE!
WHAT HAVE THEY
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SOOI g0
TUST WHAT £\
e






OEBPS/Image00131.jpg
NG, TN, T WASN'T
BLUFFING. WHEN I WAS
HAVING ONLY JUST ENTERED THE
SERVICE OF THE SEVEN, T
JOURNEYED TO THE MANSIONG
OF WADNESS.

GUARDIANS OF THAT PLACE
TOTASTE A WINE THAT EVEN
SOME GOVE CONSIPER T00

HEADY AVINTAGE TO

WHO BEYEZ
AN WHAT DO Ye
ON THIS PATHZ

SPEAK, ELSE

I CHANGE YETO SeuTTLING Y2 1

MICE, AND SET YOUR OWL
UpoN YE.

OFGoPs, ANDMORTALS, AND
OF THE WILD FOLK, NAMES
OF CITIES, AND TREES,

ARE TRAVELERS, AND

WE NEEDS MUST WALK

THIS PATH WHEREVER
ITWILL LEAD US.
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BRAT 15 MY PINNER-
AND HES HURTMY
LITTLE HousE!

TIMOTHY IS
UNDER MY PROTECTION
INTHIS REALM. I CHARGE
YU TO TROUBLE HIM

NOMORE .

OBLIGATION AND
LIEN ON THE
Boy?

/DO You WISH e TO
SHOUT T NOW, 50 THAT
ALL THE ANIMALS OF THE
FOREST, ALLTHE BIRDS OF
THE AIR, EVERY PASSING
NIXIE AND BOSGART
WILL KNOW IT Too?

WouLo You
LIKE THAT, BABA
YAGAZ

YOU'RE LYING.

PERHARS. DO
YoU WISH TO FIND ouT
HOW LoupLY T CAN
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Y/ g0
You BELEVE N
masic?

WHO THE HELL WAG THATZ
AWEIRDO? A PERVERT?
1 NEARLY JUMPED OUT
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WORLDS LIKE THIG ARE
WORLDS OF THE HUMAN IMA-
GINATION: THEIR REALITY, OR
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WHO RIDES THE WING
MUSTGO WHERE THEIR
STEED WILLTAKE THEM.

TRIALS, CHILD, BUT THERE ARE
ALSO DELIGHTS A-PLENTY,
CAME

THIG |6 MY REALM, ANC
ALL PATHS IN ITARE MY

o ATHS.__

) O/ /
EEEA,
v, SPIRITUSZ" |5 = /






OEBPS/Image00014.jpg
i
Mooy cacHes weNorcors. | |||
NOT PERVERTS, NOT WEIRDOS.

| No TeAcHERS. NOT ANYBODY.
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BABA YAGA NEEDS
VEGETABLES, YES, AND

OHH. SUCH
Y FEASTING TWILL MAKE.
THE GREASE WILL RUNDOWN
MYCHIN, ANOT WILL CRACK
YOUR BONES WITH MY IRON
TEETH, 10 SUCK THE
MARROW FROMWITHN...

1 REALLY
THINK You OUGHT HERES, AND KINDLING.

TOLETME GO,
YOU KNOW.

He's RIGHT,
ou know. Youre
goiri o be STEW,

Imean, ME and
IMaster REPLAW here,

we're fairly UsED to
e deaof e

‘endin’up In

he cookpot.

S0 1o speak,
Master Leverety
although MOSTLY us:
hedge-pigs is encased
in clay and roasted
inembers, ‘cos of
us havin’ us's
PRICKLES.
Stands corRECTED,
Masfer Redlaw. Stands
corrected and grafeful

[\ foyer, T mu’say.






OEBPS/Image00006.jpg
The Invisible Labgrinth
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WELL, Yo-Y0, IF Yol
SEE PR. OCCULT AGAIN, TELL
HIM I'M S0RRY 15TEPPEC
OFF THE PATH. AND THAT I

"AND TELL HIM
TOSAYGOODBYE 10
SUPIORRE. You mean it bein' out
in the daytime, when
body knows Owle
i ight-time folksZ

57 Why.that's exceedin™ <

perspicious of you, But

NO, what T was fhinkin' kot

was more in the nature of that is, or 26 near as makes no
the chain wrapped ARouNp damn it (iF you'll pardon my
itself that was outof R French ).

the ordinary.

Now THEREE 2 55 =
hing, Master Redlaw ! o Famous nflo;s‘n”u;r One i
Empusa’s Infinitely Extensible Empusas 5ures, Pigh
Chain, a-wrapped around up there with the JRUM UNESCAPABLE,
and the MELIOTROPE GAMAHAEAN
UNION,

"Well, paint me pink and call me a
hoodle, Master Rediaw, if I didn't
ComPLETELY miss the point of
|| what you was gettin' at earlier.
You must think me aRIGHT old
puddin'-head! "

"Think NUFFINK of I,
Master Leveret. Us

hed iggles is
vaara) borm fikers?

N, laddie. N, 1
can't with al honesty say
that it WiLL.

But it DEFINITE summat 1o
tell yer GRANGCHILOREW, eh, Master
Redliaw? "Coincidentally, the werry
game day  Was popped into 3 cook-
pot, 1 discovred Empusass Infinitely,
Ha Chain, on 2 owl.”
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One might remark on the sense of humor exhibited in Book I1I, where the hero

and his companions are hanging around Baba Yaga's house, or the tangential nature of
the future according to Book IV, or the blackness at the beginning of the universe, or
atits end, view everything between as a cosmic day, and reduce all of the action to a
solar myth; or, as | did earlier, one might play the sequence backwards, beginning with
the playing-card archetypes and winding up regarding the Fall as an Ascension; or —

From a mundane standpoint, one might merely observe that Neil has arranged
appearances here by every major occult figure in DC's history, to the possible end of
introducing a new series character. And | do wonder whether Timothy will be back.

It is more than a clever story, however. It is rich and it is resonant. Like all good
writing it causes the mind to wander off down byways by arousing speculations and
leaving them to simmer. Why is Dr. Occult's female side so strong? What wonders will
emerge from the mundane egg? What lock will Timothy's key one day fit? [ like this
allusiveness, this sense of depth. It entertains and engages me to see so much
contained between these covers.

And Neil is fortunate here in having such interesting and talented colleagues as
John Bolton, Scott Hampton, Charles Vess, and Paul Johnson rendering his visions into
vivid images. And while people seldom comment on lettering because its job is
generally to be unobtrusive, they also, for the same reason — habit — may not always
note its subtle shifts in such places as the Museum of Ghosts sequences or Zatara's
poem or the dialogue at Baba Yaga's or its alteration in various of the future sections
— or simply not wonder why certain words get the bold-face treatment. Todd Klein's
sure hand is a definite part of the magic here.

Neil Gaiman is a writer | have resolved to watch, and so far the effort has never
failed to return more than the price of admission to his worlds. Yes, | have enjoyed
this story in many ways. It has been a journey worth taking. To say more would be to
dip it in molten metal. Sweet dreams.

— Roger Zelazny
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000PS. Wess forgettin' N\
‘our manners again, matey, M A HUNTER, ch Wel,
Master Leveret, and THIS is Master THIS must bea turnanound
Redlaw. WE is 3l she'd caught for you--qive you some FINE
before she gotyou chuckles, o I wouldn't be
SURPRIGED. ere's 2 HUNTER,
hext thing you kniow, hess
been HUNTED.

OR hedogpigs. T won't be

STANGINTor people asd hunt g !

hedqepige, because of me GETA MESSAGE TO DR .

takin' it PERSONALLY, like. i OCCULTZ ORTOROSEZ
= 2 TELL HER WHERE I AM,

AND TO COME ANDGET
O

WHAT your owl s31d, IF % -
ATl ol Lo

16 that it TERRIBLE afraid it

Wouldn't know WHERE o find i

Probably chives.
And thyme. And bay-leaves,

Texpects. And cow-butter,
e : )| G

=
Us hedgepiggies don't
HOLD wifh That fancy stuff.
My GRANNY used 1o 53y, no
one EVERused farcy foreign

Clayand embers

is what you gets, and

a little salf, if yer
Iucky.
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1F 1 COULD PO THAT STUFF THEY D HAE
T0 TREAT E DIFFERENT. THATS FOR.
CERTAN.

TWOULON'T HAVE TO TAKE ANY CRAP.

FROM ABODY._NOT EVER

oo 0uceT

D rOR SPEAKNS.

NRODLES OR
SOMETHNG?.

IFIHATIGTHE
ROUTE 0L WisH TO
WALK, TWOTHY. THAT

‘EpUCATE, THOTHY. TO
SHOWYOLI THE PATH OF
ENCHANTHENT, GF THE ART,
OF GRAARYE AND GLANOLR-
WHETHER YU CrooSE To.
WALK IT AFTER THAT WILL
BE CUROWN AFFAR,

e pasT s
‘AL ROCKNS
ATTHECDOR, TRY-
W6 10 BREAK

THROUSH, N

We Wil 5eE
THE PAST, BLIT WE
CANGT NFLUBNCE
m
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HU-HU-HU-HU -
HURRAH! IT, UH, ITS
MM, TIMOTHY HL-
HUNTER !

QUIET, BOOBY. HE
KNOWS WHO HE (6. HELLO,
TIMOTHY, HELLO DOCTOR. NSELF
AND Y FATHEADED (AND GUTTED),
NOT TOMENTION MORE-OR-LESS BRAIN -
DEAD BROTHER WOULD LIKE TO
\ WELCOME YOUTOTHIG REALM.

7 —

A REALM COMPRISING
(7TALES AND NIGHTMARES,
WOVEN ON THE FRAGILE LOOM
OF SLEEPING MINZS. ) AND PROTECTORS, |75 HEROES
r A A IP 5 LORDS. Y BROTHER AND

REMEMBER
Us, WHEN YOU COME
INTOYOUR FULL
LOWER, TIMOTHY.






OEBPS/Image00018.jpg





OEBPS/Image00139.jpg
VTHIG 6 HELL, TIM
ONE TINYASPECTOF
1T, ANYWAY.

£ 4

V"HERE DO MANY PEMONS

MAKE THER HOMES, THE
TWISTED GEOMETRIES
CONFORMING WITH THEIR
OWN DARK INTERNAL
VISTAS. THEY CAN BE
CALLED TOOUR WORLD,
FOR A PRICE ...

THE PRICE IS
TOO MUCH .

"THIS IS A PLACE OF PUNISHMENT,
TIMOTHY. THOSE WHO BELIEVE THEY
MUST ATONE, INFLICT THIS PLACE AND
T8 TORTURES UPON THEMSELVES ..,

VUNTIL THEY UNDERSTAND THAT.
UNTIL THEY REALIZE THAT THEY,
ANDONLY THEY--NOT GODS

OR PEMONS -~ CREATE THER
HELL; AND BY THIS THEY ARE
FREEL, AND TAKE THEIR LEAVE 1s

16 PLACE IS EVIL,
TIMOTHY. BUT PERHAPS

ANECESSARY EVIL.
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Fare well, Timoth) Hum‘er
i AMYauToo double-5ouled

W ;hhould it
is ic where
yau cote fowhen
You sleep, Timothy.

Now, you should
refurn foFaerie, Give
mz Ppegards foTitania,

has been oo long...

THERE ARE, AFTERALL,
ASMANY WORLDS AND PLANES,
HELLS AND PARADISES, AS A
MIND CAN ENCOMPAGS.

INTERESTING. T MEAN, T
GON'TTHINK T
ITALL, YET.

/ OH--AND IF You'RE
QUEEN TITANIA, SOMEONE SAID
T0 SAYHELLO. ATALL BLOKE
FROM THE DREAMING PLACE.
BLACK HAIR.
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Ah. I undersfand.
Then you are welcome
1o this dreamworid,
child, whether waking

orasleep.

= =
T amthelord *~
of this realm, child,
mDream.

” Tell me--when
did this elevation in
rank occur 2 Are m:
congratulations in

order, Tale-keepers?
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THANK YOU FOR

THEOFFER, YOUR MATESTY,

BUT I WANT T0 GO HOME. ; T AMNOT

I DON'T WANT T0 5TAY OFFERING A CHOICE,
HERE FOREVER. - TIMOTHY.

YOU TOOK A GIFT FROM
ME--A SILVER KEY. A KEY THAT
UNLOCKS WORLPS.

YOU IN YOUR TURN NOW.
OWE A GIFT TO ME, TIMOTHY,
A GIFT OF EQUAL VALUE AND

OTHERWISE, T
WILL BE FORCED
10 TAKE 10

T HAVE TOGO HOME. MY PAD = ]
NEEDS IE. T MEAN, T NOTHING 1 APOLOGIZE FOR N\

SPECIAL. 2 THIS, TIMOTHY. T W/ISH
et zmmbecran { You vao Heeeomy

WARNING; BUT DONOT
PESPAIR.

NGELF AN THE &
‘OTHER THREE WILL RETURN. Y =
- % RULES ARE RULES,
I N e mct 46 ANYWHERE

ST TERE ELNGLY, RAZE HALF OF FAERIE

OR STAY HERE AGANST
YOUR WILL. T (5--YOU ARE -~

( 15.a85, A ToOTH FOR )8
You MEAN, You W\ “a7oorH FAIRY. _4
AREN'T GOING <5

A GIFT-AS VALUABLE
ASTHE KEY TO
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0BSERVE:
PANTS,

H
i
3

HeRe A
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MY LORD 6HAPER
WOULD BE WELCOME HERE.
AND YES, TITANIA 15 ANAME
I HAVE BEEN CALLED.

WONDERING WHEN YOU WOULD
MAKE YOUR APPEARANCE . YESZ
7
IT15 TIME FORUSTO LEAVE,
MATESTY. TIM HAS FAR TO GO BEFORE
HI& JOURNEY'S END. WE THANK YOU.
FORYOUR HOSPITALITY, BUTMUST

> DID YOUTELL BUT, LOOK,
TIMOTHY NOTHING OF HETOOK A GIFT,
THE RULES OF THIS IN FAERIE.
PLACE?

TIMOTHY, BOY, WILL You STAY WITH
MEZ WILL YOU BE MY PAGE ANDSERVANT,
HERE IN THE LANDS OF SUMMER'S
TWILIGHT, WHERE THERE 16 NO
AGE OR DEATHZ

YOU HAVE NOT SEEN A FRACTION
OF THE MARVELS OF THIS WORLD, TIM. YOU
HAVE NOT TASTEL OUR FRUIT, NOR DRUNK
OUR WINE, NOR DANCEL TO YOUR S0ULS
DELIGHT IN OUR REVELRIES .

AND IN RETURN Z
WILL BE ALLTHINGS TO
You.
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AN, T A PRIVATE
OPERATOR. S0 ARETHE OTHER

TIMOTHY HUNTER.
MY ASSOCIATE AGKED
AGUESTION, TELL ME..

)
SELIEVE N
mASCE

VEAH. AND T

BELIEVE N THE 7207

FAIRY AND THE GREAT
NP

AmNOT
STUPID. ANT WL
ASKYOU AGAI.
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pSET :
"INDEED, ATPRESENT IT 15 RULED BY A
MAN FROM EARTH. BUT AS ONE TOUCHES
A NEW WORLD ONE I6 ALSO TOUCHEL :
HE I6 NOW THE WORLDS WARLORD, AS
HIS DAUGHTER HAS BECOME |T6

| "I DI0SOMETHING
WRONG, DIDN'T 12"

"LATER, TIMOTHY.

"THIS | SKARTARIS. A WORLD

WITHIN THE WORLD-- HERE

PDINOSAURS WALK AND TIME

DEFORMS AND TWISTS LIFON
ITSELF.
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T DON'T BELIEVE ANY
OF THS! WHATS GONG oW
SOME KNDOF JOKET.

ME GUESS,.um, B8N o cumernz
WeTER EARS A LAcK conr s D -

T CLAM NEITHER A
NAME NOR A TITLE, TWOTHY
HUNTER, ALTHOUSH T HOPE
o

0 PeRAARS, YO
A WAL ne rriec:
AN "o et Tine T b0 Acoce. o [T 6 15 STUPIZ

B Jou wanrmacic N FOUR LOONIES, THERES
st cior NO SUCH THING #S
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"THEY CALL THIS PLACE
THE GEMWORLD.

"IN YEARS PAST, MANY THINGS
MAGICAL FLEPD YOUR WORLD:
AND THEY CAME HERE .

"GENEATH THIS WORLD THE ARCHMAGE 15
CHAINED; IT 16 HE THAT ENPOWERS THIS
WORLD, HE WHO MAKES IT WHAT IT I15; ALTHOUGH
THOSE WHO LIVE ON THE WORLD ABOVE

WOULD NOT DREAM IT.

"HERE TWELVE GREAT HOUSES, EACH
NAMED AFTER A GEMSTONE COMMON TO
‘THAT AREA, PLOT AND COUNTERPLOT,
LIAISE, BETRAY, MARRY AND MURCER .

"HERE THE SN RISES FROM THE
EASTERN SEA; AND HAS BECOME
AMOON BY THE TIME ITSETS IN THE
WATERS OF THE WEST: AND THE
WATERS SPILL FOREVER INTO

THE NIGHT.
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FIRST RuLE OF MAGic_ Nl

DON'T LETANYBODY KNOW Y0u )8
REAL NAVE. NAWES HAVE 4

POWER. 1
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*THE WORLDS BEYOND CAN BE REFUGES,

TIMOTHY. PERHARS EACH OF U CREATES

HIS OWN FANTASY WORLD-- A PLACE TO

WHICH WE CAN RETREAT. HERE A COUNTRY

CALLED MYRRA, THERE THE LAND OF

PYTHARIA, AND AT THE EDGE OF EVERY
MAP, 'HERE BE DRAGONS.’

"IN YOUR WORL\JIM ROOK SANG SONGS
OF ENLIGHTENMENT AND LOVE-- UINTIL HE
WAS SEIZED BY A KINGDOM OF BLOOD

AND ENCHANTMENT. .,

IHERE COMPANIONS TO HEROES
ARE FOREVER BRAVE AND TRUE ...

", WHERE EVIL WIZARDS FOREVER BROOD
ON PUSTY PARCHMENT SPELLS TO RAISE THEIR
ARMIES OF THE DEAD, AND THEN FOREVER
FLEE, THEIR 5CHEMES IN RUING...

“.., WHERE GIANTS FEEFIFOFUM UNTIL
THEIR HEADS ARE SEVERED BY HEROES'
SWORDS -~ EACH | BLAVE NAWED AND

*IN 7H#S PLACE MEN HAVE SOBRIQUETS LIKE

CLAW THE UNCONQUEREL, OR STALKER THE

SOULLESS ) ROOK BECAME NIGHTMASTER,

AND WILL FIGHT TO SAVE THE WORLD, OR
TO PESTROY |T.

17, T00, HAVE AN ENCHANTED
RO, THOUGH T USE T BUT
RARELY.
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ATLEAST WEDIDN'T T paiang
HAVE TO WADE THROUGH
e Ry BECAUSE THIS 16 NO
METAPHOR : WE'RE IN
FAERIE, AND TH/S 15
WHAT HAPPENS IN
FAERIE.

IT DION'T
FEEL LIKE A

THERE IS SOME LEVEL
ON WHICH WE ARE $/TTING
ON A HILLSIDE N SUS5EX,
EXPLORING A WORLD

INSIDE OURGELVES,

IT5 A METAPHOR FOR.
WOMAN'S POWER, FOR

FERTILITY ANC
MYSTERY.

UECH! IT6 Pis-
GUSTING. CAN'T You
MAGIC ITAWAYZ

ITWILL PRY
SOON, AND VANISH,
NOTHING IN THIS

PLACE LASTS

FOREVER,

TiM

AT LEAST WITH
CONSTANTINE ALL T

THIS PATH HAS NEVER
LEDME TO THIS PLACE

WE MUST STAYON THE
PATH, TIMOTHY. ONCE WE HAVE

{ BEGLUN TO WALKOLR ROA, We

MUST WALK ITALLTHE WaY.
OR WE ARE LOST.
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NO. 1 AMNO
LONGER DOCTOR.

OCCULT; ALTHOUGH
WE SHARE CERTAIN
PURPOSES N COKMON.
HE 15 HIMSELF, AS
TAMME. BUTL AR
STILLYOUR GUIE .

UM. GOSH.

16 THAT WHAT you

REALLY LOOK
LIKEZ

WHATS YOUR..2
IMEAN, PLEASE,
WHAT ARE You

ANIMUS AND
ANIMA.

THESE ARE
THINGS WECARRY.
WITHIN OURSELVES.,
IN 7HI& ASPECT T
AM FEMALE. IT
MAKES CERTAIN
THINGS...EASIER,
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A  AccessBLE TOTHOSE
B\ WHO KNOW THE (3
PATHTOWALK..
o
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ALL RIGHT,
TWO TOES, AND 51X
MONTHS OF YOUR OLD
AGE FORYOUR HEARTS
VESIRE, AND THATS
ME FINAL OFFER.

YOU'VE GOT A GOOPHEART,
DEARIE. HERE - LETMEGIVE YOU A
GIFT. A FLASK OF BEST BERRY-
JUICE FOR YER JOURNEY,

THIS BIRD OF
YOURS ATTACKED
ME! T DEMAND

IoN!
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You ARE
EVIZENTLY THE
WRONGEL

0 PARTIES
HERE, AND I REGRET

T
NOW THEN, GNOUT: THE 1

BOY, THE WOMAN, AND THE
OWL. EACH OF THESE Youl

THIS 16 MY JUDGHENT: EACH.
OF THEM MAY TAKE, FREE,
GRATIS, AND WITHOUT
OBLIGATION, ONE ITEM
FROM YOUR BARROW.
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ITSAYS You WERE
TRYING TO PLIT THAT BRACELET
INTMOTHYS POCKET. IT 5AW.

YOU, AND STOPPED YOLI.

OH, PON'T BOTHER OLD
GLORY WITH THIS, GLORY

HATES TO BE BOTHERED
WITH MARKET AFFAIRG.,,

LET THE MATTER
REST HERE.

) : N
NOT. WHERE 16 THE WARDEN

OF THE MARKETZ

MARKET AFFAIRS ARE GLORY'S
BUSINESS AS WARDEN, SNOUT. AS
ARE |T5 TRADERS.

SO. YOU WOULD HAVE PLANTED THE
TORGUE IN THE CHILD'S POCKET, WAITEC
LUINTIL HE WAS ABOUT TO LEAVE THE MARKET,

THEN SHOUTED "STOP THIEF!”.

AND AS WRONGED
PARTY, YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN
ENTITLED TO HAVE THE BOY BE YOUR
PERSONAL SERVANT FORSEVENTY
YEARS. AN TO CLAIM RESTITUTION
FROM HI5 COMPANIONS INTO
THE BARGAIN
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GRAB MY
HANG, TWUL W'
LETGOOF MY
f7 728

IT... IT'S
HKEASEROP

8LOOD.

W TR
TS G

16 SALT, AN
ml pppmﬂw EBB
AND FLOW WITHIN
ALL.

THE MOON
SLES OLR Lives; ey

BLOODFLOWS WiTH
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A MUNDANE EGG .
WHO'D'VE THOUGHT
[

WHEN ONE DAY
T RETURN YOUR MouTH \

“THE MUNCANE EGG.
WELL, WELL-WHO'D HAVE.
THOUGHT THAT OLUR SNOUT
WOULD HAVE SUCHATHINGZ
AND HIZTEN AMONGST TRINKETS,
00, YoU CHOSE WELL, BOY;

LUCK:-OR SIMILAR-- |5 ON
YOUR SIPE.

IM HUNGRY.
16 THERE ANYTHING

NO. AND YOU MUSTN'T
EATANYTHING IN FAERIE ,
TiM. NOT IF YOU WANT TO
GET BACK-OR AT LEAST,

2\ GET BACKTO THE TIME

THAT YOU LEFT.

A DAY IN FAERIE CAN
BE A HUNDRED YEARS IN
MORTAL LANDS,
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/ DOING THIS 2 T MEAN, WHY
|| AM100ING THIS STUFF 2
| ANYONE WITH HALF ANouNce
OF SENGE WOULD HAVE

THE FAIR LANDS, CHILD. '\
CALLTHEM AVALON, OR
ELVENHOME, OR DOM-
DANIEL, OR FAERIE, IT

MATTERS NOT. [T 15 THE

LAND OF SUMMER'S
TWILIGHT. 5

SAID WE WERE GOING

TOFAIRYLAND. HE

WAS KIDDING WASNT 4|
HEZ =

0%
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S0 HEARKEN TO THE SONG 1 SING
r OF KINGS BENEATH THE HILL :
FOREVERY NATION HAS 176 KING | 7
£ o WhosLEERS BeNEATHAHILL “ Y 1
AND IN IT5 TIME OF GREATEST PAIN
HE'LL WAKE, AND WA, PREVAIL, ANDREIGN,
(AND HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN..
BUT FOR NOW HE 5LEEPS UNDER THE HILL:~
THE HikL--
muﬁsyﬁc;a?j:mmxm.

HA COMPANY BENEATH
THE HILL.

IWAG STILL LIVNG ABOVE
THE EARTH. POST THOU NOT
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OF, ARTHUR 15 A RAVEN,NOW,
P ASLEEP BENEATH THE HILL, [0
AN CALIBURN 16 COBWEB-51ROUIDEL
t DEEPBENEATHTHEHILL. &
BUT INGREATBRITAING DARKEST HOLIR
J HE'LL WAKE TOMAKE THE TYRANTS COWER,
AND EVIL MEN HE'LL OVERPOWEER...
| THEN CUT'EM ALL UP WITH AWILL =, &
AWILL- — Fop /7 ,
HE'LL CUT 'EMALL UP WITH A WILL!

IMEAN, T KNOW V WELL, IT6 A
THAT. WHAT I BLoooypeculiar (o
PLACE TOBESINGING,
THATG ALL. ¢

D, BARBARDSSA DREANS OF WAR,

AGLEEP BENEATH THE HILL
‘A CONGUERDR, A WARRIOR,, | )
ASLEEP BENEATH THE HILL .

4d
BUT WHEN HI5 BEARD THREE TIMES HAS CURLEL]
{ JHHELLRICE TOWAR, HIS FLAG UNFURLEL,
AND GERMANY WILL RULE THE WOR.D,, P
o WHICH MAY GIVE THE GERMANS ATHRILL~ d
A THRILL- W
AND GERMANS AREN'T EASY TOTHRILL.
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" Ot THE BEDOFA KNGS
A PROCRUSTEAN THING )
{ ANDHIS WEAPON'S TOO
EASILY ROUSED -~ .

HIGHLY-5PICED FOR
TENDER EARS.

PERHARS HE SLEEPS

BUT HE 15 TRULY KING.
INSIDE THEE, BOYZ

AND HE SLEEPS, WHATEVER
HIS NAME MIGHT BE.

"ARTHUR? AYE,
HES ARTHUR, JusT
ASHES BRIAN BORU,
ANDKNEZ LAZAR,
AND CHARLEMAGNE
ANDTHE REST..,

ARTHUR SLEEPS IN AVALON;
AND HE 5LEEPS HERE, AG THEY
ALLDO. ANpPERHAPS He s1eers ) |
N YOUR WORLD ALGO. v

SOMETIMES, I SUsPECT
HE SLEEPS INGIDE A WAKING
MING WAITING FOR THE DAY
TO RIGE AND FREE HIS ANCIENT
KiNGDOM

WHEN A KING SLEEPS, N/ AND 50.1 A HERE -
THEN A WIZARZ MUSTALSO Y THOMAS OF ERCELDOLIN-

SLEEF, ANDAMINSTREL ,  WHO ONCE BEDDED THE
ToO. FAIRY QUEEN, AND WHO

NOW 5LEEPS LIKE THE

soNGs
TO AMUSE MYSELF, ANDTHE )
SPIPERS, AND THE
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TRUE THOMAS, THEY CALLED M. THE}
RHMING THOMAS. YESZ YE CAME THEE.,
TOERCELPOUN, WHEN T WAS
EIGHTEEN, AND THE VILLAGE WAS
PLAGUED BY WH/TE TOAPS THAT
SANG IN THE DUSK OF ALAPY
WHOSE LOVE WAS AWORM...,

THEN. BUT IFSTILL SHE
LIVES I THINK SHE'D

BUT THINE |5 THE QUEST,
YOUNG MASTER. WHAT WOULDST
THOU KNOW, WITH AN OWL ON

THY SHOULDER ANDAN 66
IN THY POCKET 2

7~ UM.Z DUNNO. WELL,
WHAT /5 THIS PLACE, FOR
A STARTZ AND WHO 16

RE WAS A MAIEN WITH
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1 DON'T KNOW
ABOUT YOU, Y00,
BUT I'M STARVING. T
COULD EAT A HORSE.
A 8I6G ONE.

CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT, \
YO-YO2 HE WAG THEONE WHO ) Y/ WELL, AT LEAST
JoLDUS NOT TOGETLST. >~ WE'VE STILL GOT THE
PATH.

THINKZ SHOULD W
WAIT HERE FORHIMZ
ORGOONZ

FAT LOTOF GOOD
. [ YOUARE. WHAT THE HECK-
\ HELL FIND US.OR SHE'LL
FIND U, WHATEVER.
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ICAN'T
..AND THE EVEN SEE THE
BLOODY PATH.

CANYoU?Z

WHERE
ARE You?
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NOW, WHATS - .
BABA YAGA CAUGHT 7 7 e YOu BETTER LETME GO.
!\ FOR HERSELF, 2 DOCTOR OCCULT 6 MY PROTECTOR.
THENZ / - HE'LL FIND You. YOU'LL BE
7 5 . IN 8/G TROUBLE. A
I 1 \¥ / / j 7 /
i X

3 FINDUSZ
) (200u8T 1T,
A \ MaNLING.
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JOCTOR2
HOW DID YOUGET,
HERE?Z

NO TIME
TO EXPLAIN!
QUICKLY! 1T AN
EMERGENCY!

WHATS WRONGZ WHY,
YOU'VE STEPPED OF F THE PATH,
BOYCHIK.

16 T2 WHATS
WRONGZ
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W#&N THERE IS FIRE IN

VERY WELL, BUT M€ N I AM 5TiLL <OoLD;

ON¢ RIDDLE ONLY. T WHEN I OWN YOUR TRUC LOVE'S

WILL ASK AND YOU PA«TH&N YOU WiLL NOT
WILL ANSWeR . $€€ M€;

VERY WELL. 3
AsK Your 4 10 ALL THINGS I GIve
RIPOLE. NO MOR€ THAN I AMGIVEN;

THINGS, AND YT T <AN
K€€P NOTHING.

WouLe You
MIND REPEATING
THATZ

STATED MY
RIDDLE. SOLVE |
1, AND enter, i

OR FAIL, AND

DI€.
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HOLD,
AND DECLARE
YOURSELVE:

M. M SOME MEN PHEN T<LL M€ WHY T
7IM HUNTER. KNOW ME AS DR . S SHOLLD NOT NACK ALL Of
3 occl

THIS 1 Yo-Y0. ULT.
Al
Hgﬁl . ¥ 'STATE YOUR'
BUSINESS, O

\ 15 THAT A
THE PATH, AND CHALLENGE?,
THIS IS WHERE

ITLED US.
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once stopped in an odd little establishment in Ensenada, down in Baja, where a

Hindu gentleman was selling tiny gold-plated orchids. He explained that they were

real flowers, and that a process existed for plating them with that shiny metal
without ruining their forms. Unable to resist, | said, "Sort of like gilding the lily, huh?"
But his knowledge of the language had not progressed to the point of catching bad
deadpan humor, and he responded, "No! No! Is not lily! Is orchid!"

Neil Gaiman does not really need an introduction. It would sort of be like—never
mind.

He writes the award-winning SANDMAN series and is co-author with Terry
Pratchett of the novel Good Omens which | have recommended to many and do yet
again.

I first met Neil at an autographing session in Dallas. Most recently, | spent a
pleasant evening with him and Steven Brust at the World Fantasy Convention in
Phoenix, where we spoke of many things and | was reminded of something an older
writer had told me long ago—namely, that editors only think that they're buying
stories, that what they're really buying is the way a story is told. Look at Nick
Bantock’s fascinating Griffin & Sabine, where the medium is 95% of the enchantment.

Neil Gaiman is such a medium specialist. While his tales are gripping, moving,
there is in particular the way of his stories to consider. I'm always fascinated by his
point of attack and by the angles from which he views his people, settings, situations,
actions. It's his approach that | study as much as the ideas he employs. And in the case
of The Books of Magic | am again fascinated. This time he has chosen for his subject
the tale of initiation, the story of the magician’s journey from innocence along the
road to power.

The four volumes of The Books of Magic, herein gathered, are a wonderful romp
which | have read both backwards and forwards. In that they worked well for me in
either direction, as well as in several odd shufflings of the deck, | feel free to talk
about them in a variety of ways—none of which can really "give away the plot,”
because it's not that sort of story. While there is a storyline from which events
depend, it is also a thematic tale, and | can talk about it at this level, choosing
examples from wherever | would, without doing harm to anyone’s reading pleasure.

Opening Joseph Campbell’s Hero with a Thousand Faces to the Table of
Contents and skipping over the Prologue wherein he will speak of the monomyth in
general terms, we come to Part I, "The Adventure of the Hero,” which is divided into
four chapters: “Departure,” “Initiation,” "Return,” and “The Keys." In that Campbell is
examining the archetypes of all mythology here, and looking to describe a rhythm
common to heroic fiction, | thought to hold it up next to The Books of Magic to see
how Neil's story compares with the hero’s journey in world mythology at large.

Looking at the first volume as representing "The Departure,” we see that it is
indeed characterized by the five features Campbell discussed. The "Call to Adventure”
comes simply enough in the midst of Timothy’s mundane activity, skateboarding. The
“Refusal of the Call” follows immediately, as Timothy flees the Stranger, Dr. Occult, and
Mr. E — whereupon Constantine stops him, offering the classical "Supernatural Aid” by
turning his yo-yo into an owl/familiar. “The Crossing of the First Threshold" then takes
him on a journey back through time to beginnings. Then comes “The Belly of the
Whale,” the return to the center of things — the self-sacrificial experience, the
learning of the price — which begins in the theater.

Looking on Book |1 as a continuation of “The Belly of the Whale,” let us hold
Book 111 up against the “Initiation” chapter. Campbell's breakdown here is "The Road of
Trials,” “The Meeting with the Goddess,” "Woman as the Temptress,” "Atonement with
the Father,” "Apotheosis,” and "The Ultimate Boon.”

All of these are encountered in Fairyland, with Titania as the goddess and the
temptress, the father as the sleeping king under the mountain, and the apotheosis of
sorts occurring on the receipt of the boon.

I won't even try to match things up for the final Book of Magic. | will simply
point out for homework that Campbell’s next chapter, “The Return,” contains the
following sections: "Refusal of the Return,” "The Magic Flight,” "Rescue from Without,”
“The Crossing of the Return Threshold,” and "Freedom to Live."

This is one way to look at it. Sure, all of those things are there. It does not matter
one whit, though, whether Neil cleverly synthesized the piece out of Campbell or
whether he crafted a tale drawing upon similar sources so that such a thoroughgoing
analysis must necessarily apply. Either way, the result is a work worthy of respect.
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In my school holidays, when | was much younger, | would
spend whole days at our local library, reading my way through
the children’s section. It was a magical journey, or rather, a
succession of journeys, in a small room full of books.

‘Writing this tale | found myself greatly indebted to that nine-
year-old me, sitting somewhere with a book; and to the people
who took me to wonderlands.
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WELL, THATS \
GOOD, CONT LOSE 700 How's Your
MUcH MONEY ON THE 6LOT FATHER?Z
MACHINES ON THE PIER. 5
T KNOW HOW You LOVE
THOSE THINGS. T'LL 5EE
YOU WHEN YoU GET

YEAH, IT& BACK, THEN. CHEERS,
LAD.

RAINING HERE AS
WELL. HOW’S YOUR
AUNTIE BLODWYN,

THENZ AND THE

KIps2 "

I'M INEAN
FRANCISCO, DAD.
I'M STAYING WITH
ZATANNA. YOU KNOW.
THE MAGICIAN.

HE THINKS T}~ IT5 OKAY, TM.
INBRIGHTON. I 7TOLO IT'LL ALL BE FINE.
HIM I WASN'T, ANDHE ” THIS IS REALLY WEIRD, ON'T WORRY.

DION'THEAR ME. , YOU KNOW THATZ I MEAN,
o 115 OKAY WHEN M WITH 15POKE
JOHN. WHEN YOU'RE WITH TOMY DAL, YOU WANT TO

HIM THE WEIRD STUFF AND HE DIDN'T LOOK AROUND THE

SEEMS ALMOSTNORMAL . HEAR ME, CITYZ YOU'RE UNDER MY
ZATANNA. PROTECTION, AND T WON'T

LET ANY HARM COME TO

YOU.T cAN 6HOW

You THE
SIGHTS

PEOPLE

FLYING. PEOPLE

WHAT DI
You SAYZ

I TOLD THE HoUsE
TO PROTECT ITGELF. IN
CASE ANYONE TRIES

TO BREAK IN.

OH. IT SOUNDED
LIKE YOU WERE TALKING
BACKWARDS.
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LOOK. I'M SORRY ABOUT [ MM.ANDI SOIF You HEAD
THIS. I CANGO. DOUBT YOU'VE UPSTAIRS YOU'LL FIND THE
3 HAD A SHOWER  BATHROOM ON YOUR LEFT, ANDT'LL
WNO. YOU'RE TWELVE, AND SINCE YOU LEFT HAVE BREAKFAST READY FOR
THEY'RE TRYING TO KI/LL YOU. ] ENGLAND. & Yo WHEN YOU COME DOWN

EN DID YOU LAST EATZ I'M NOTSURE.
s “ TRAVELING WITH Hi,

TIME GOES REALLY " 1
LINNY, IF YOU KNOW
FWHA)'IZIMEAN, You CAN
1 LEAVE THE OWL
| WITH ME.

T'VELEFT

CLEAN CLOTHES

OUTSIDE THE
POOR.

UM, THIG MAY BE A SILLY \ N OKAY, T'VE MADE You
QUESTION, BUT WHERE DID YOU § BREAKFAST. [T VEGETARIAN,
GETTHE CLOTHESZ INMYSIZEZ 3 TI'MAFRAICZ BUT I THINK
< YOU'LL LIKE IT. YO-YO'6
ASLEEP IN THE ATTIC
FOR THE DAY.

THIS IS ABSOLUTELY
INCREDIBLE. I WISH MY AP g I DUNNO. MAYBE
COULD COOK LIKE THIS. I SHOULD RING MY DAD.

GAY--16 1 MEAN, JOHN SAID THEYD
DI You HERE ANYONE TAKEN CARE OF ALLTHAT.
MAKE THE FOOD You NEED T© BUT I OUGHT O LET
8Y MAGICZ PHONEZ v HIft KNOW I'h OKAY,
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SPELLS, SACRIFICES, DEAD
PEOPLE ALL OVER THE PLACE
(ALTHOUGH 7HATS NOT REALLY
ANYTHING NEW).

UH...FEEL
DIzz). um. TWICK
OR TWEAT Z

IMASTAGE
MAGICIAN TO0,
TIM. HIPE IN
PLAIN SIGHT.

IT6 THEONLY

I THOUGHT

YOUR FRIEND

RIGHT INTHE MIPOLE
OF IT.

THATS
WHERE ITS ALL
HAPPENING,
KIDPO. T HOT
AND BLOODY AND
YOURE THE
KEWPIE DOLL
PRIZE--

WELL, I DON'T HAVE
ANY CANDY ON ME, BUT--
OH! WHATS THAT IN

YOUR EARZ

1..5AW YOUR FATHER .
WHEN THE BLOKE IN THE BLACK
HAT TOOK ME THROUGH THE
PAST.
HE DIDN'T
SEEMTO'VE HAD |
AVERY HAPPY
LIFE.

HEWAS ONHIG WY
CONSTANTINES TOINDIA.

T
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T WAS. [Tl HOW 3 & o
I WORK THE ART. VERBALLY,
I TALK BACKWARDS. 3

IT6 MORE A
CONCENTRATION AID
THAN ANYTHING ELSE. MY
FATHER USED T0 DO IT,
AND TSUPPOSE T
BOT THE IDEA FROM
M.

I DON'T THINK HES THE
KIND FOR ANY KIND OF PERMANENT
RELATIONSHIP. (F YOU SEE
WHAT I MEAN.

YEAH. HE HASN'T
EXACTLY STRUCK ME AS
A PARTICULARLY PERMA-
NENT PERSON, 50 FAR.

TRICK OR TREATZ.

SOME THAT ZATANNA..
OF, OH, OH, WHAT
TREAT, PLEASE. 2

AGAL! PLEASURES )\ BRAND. IF Youl DON'T MIND MY
OF THE FLESH,

SSHH. IT'S

UM. LISTEN. IF IT' A RUDE QUESTION
YOU CAN TELL ME TO MIND MY OWN
BUSINESS. BUT--YOU AND JOHN

CONSTANTINE. ARE YOU, UM ...

NOT ANY MORE. £
NOT REALLY. NOT FoR
A LONG TIME. £

WAIT HERE. T

HAVE T0 GOTO THE

LADIES' ROOM.

YOU'RE REALLY STARTING
TO GET ON MY NERVES, MISTER

SAYING 0.
HOW I MISS YA,
ME, Kippo. BosToN WoRrD

i MEAN ANYTHING
0 Youz

AFTER WHAT T

DID FOR You
ALREADYZ T'VE
SAVED YOUR LIFE

TWICE, KIDDO.

YOU SHOULD
THANK GOP THAT
SHE KEPTME AROUND
AFTER I WAS SNUFFED.
ANYWAY, I THOUGHT
I'P LET YOu KNOW--
THE SHINOLA'S
REALLY HIT THE
FAN.
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WE DON'T HAVE HALLOWEEN IN 1'M SORRY, KIP-- You HE'S WITH ME, APOLLONIUS,
ENGLAND. NOT LIKE YOU DO HERE. THAT'S CAN'T COME IN HERE S0'6 THE OWL..
WHAT Z CALL MAGIC. GHOSTS AND GHOULS SHOO --AND TAKE THAT
AND WITCHES AND WEREWOLVES NALKING STUFFED BIRD WITH YOU!_4 WHY, MiSS ZATANNA.

THE STREETS.,, THIS /6 AWELCOME SURPRISE.
PLEASE, GOIN. 1'M SORRY,
ITS LIKE CONSTANTINE VERY FUNNY. CHILD, HAD I BUT KNOWN,
SAID. IF YOU CAN IMAGINE i IN'T ITAFTER . YOU WERE WITH THE
1T, [T'6 HERE SOMEWHERE, YOUR BED-TIME, | ENCHANTRESS,
SHORTSTUFFZ

WE'VE GOT
HISTORY, 84T

YoU've gor

CAN I TAKE

T HAVEN'T COME DOWN HERE il
YOUR ORDERZ

FOR YEARS. MAKES ME FEEL.
YOUNG AGAIN

YOU DON'T
LOOK OLD, THANK YOU,

YOUNG MAN. FOR .1
THAT, YOU DESERVE
A PRINK .

ZATANNA! NOBODY
ToLD ME YOU WERE
HERE! OH GAHP!

THIS 16 MY FRIEND TIMOTHY, |CED WATER N |FSHE'S THE QUEEN OF EVIL,
TALA. TALA, TIMOTHY. FORME.TIMZ WHYS SHE WORKING HERE 2

TALA'S A QUEEN OF EVIL. 1 SHES JUST RESTING.
SHES AN OLD ACRUAINTANCE OF BETWEEN ENGAGEMENTS, IF
YOUR FRIEND IN THE BLACK HAT, YoU SEE WHAT I MEAN. MOST
AND THE WHITE TURTLENECK . ‘ OF THE PEOPLE IN HERE
- & ONLY [F You ARE IN ASIMILAR POSITION.
CAN SHOWME A
GENUINE 10,

HI, TM. LISTEN, WE'RE
GETING KIND OF BUSY, NOW,
BUTI'LL BE BACK TO7ALK
LATER. CAN 1 TAKE YOUR

ORDERZ
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/ YOUCALL
FOR A TAXI,
SIR2

NOT ME,
BUT THE LADY
DID. SHE'LLBE

RIGHT DOWN.

B~ WELL, TIM.
WHAT DO You
THINKZ

AREN'T You
EMBARRASSED?
DRESSED LIKE
THAT2

MY PROFESSIONAL
OUTFIT, WHEN T WAS
YOUNGEE IS KINDOF
FUN TO WEAR IT EVERY
EVERY NOWANDAGAIN.

ANYWAY : |T's

WE'RE GOING
BNl 0 A HALLOWE'EN

'SINCE JOHN WAS 'ﬁmue
7O INTRODUCE You TO
SOME OF THE MOST
PROMINENT USERS
OF MAGIC IN THE
COUNTRY, T'D TAKE
YOU OUTAND SHOW
You A FEWMORE
OF THEM <

OH, THERES
THE CAB. T'LL BE
DOWNINASEC.

THAT SCUZZBALL
CONSTANTINE MAY NOT
BEHERE. BUT WE'LL

HAVE AGOOD TIME,
WON'T WEZ

7 WE'RE GOING TO ABAR
CALLED BEWITCHED. ON
HAIGHTAND FILLMORE

DO YOU KNOW T2

OF COURSE--
[T'S HALLOWE'EN.

YEAH. NEVER HAD
ANYONE GO THERE
BEFORE, THOUGH.

SAY--

--16 THE i
BIRZ COMNG
002

NO PROBLEM
HAPPY
HALLOWE'EN.
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CALLYOURSELF AN ENCHANTER 2 Yol |F YOU WisH TO STEP
COULDN'T TURN A FROG INTOA, ER,, INTOANOTHER ) . [ oursize, FausT, we can ), NO,
FROG. A DIFFERENTONE. SETILE THIG LIKE GENTLEMEN. S DéN’r NEED TO
o OF THE ART. PROVE ANYTHING
TO YOU.

1 MAGIC IN MY NAVEL
FLUFF THAN You PO
IN YOUR ENTIRE

a’v’fgﬁé%?ﬁ?é&%&@fﬁ IT WOULD BE NICE TO THINK THAT

(OUS HIS LIFE HAD BEEN RUINED BY EVIL. ..,
77;55%%{ e BUTE THAT MY FATHER'S LIFE WAS HAPPY TIMOTHY...

WHILE THE WIZARD'S IS ASOUR,
LYING ABOUT THAT. TIRED THNG.

THE OTHER CALLS HINGELF
THE WIZARD. 1 SUPPOSE HE WAS BLACK MAGIC VERSLS
MY FATHER'S OPPOSITE NUMBER, 2 s

YEARS AGO.

THAT STUFF T WAS TELLING I THINK ITS ALL
You ABOUT BEFORE-- YOU OVER BARTHE SCREFM-
WOULDN'T BELIEVE IT. THE ING. BUT T JusT
CULT OF KALI, THREE NINJA RO

THE STRANGER, pOC
OCCULT, CONSTANTINE, THE
LOONEYTUNE --ALL OF THEM .
MAJOR OCCULT BATTLE. BLOOD.

DEVASTATION. WEIRD STUFF

LIKE YOU WOULON'T BELIEVE.
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TANNARAK-THIS “TANNARAK WANTS
IS TIM HUNTER.  TOLIVE FOREVER. HEL
ANOTHER ONE OF THE
BADGUYS. A BLACK
MAGICIAN. HE ALSO
OWNS THIS CLUB.

DELIGHTFUL AS'
USUAL, ZATANNA .
CHARMED TOMAKE YOUR
ACQUAINTANCE, YOUNG
MAN. HAVE YOU ANY
REQUESTSZANYTHING
YOuU WANT 1O

YOUREALLY A BLACK
MAGICIAN?Z

ADDITIONALLY, MAGIC, EVEN
DARK MAGIC, ISN'T SATANISM -~
ALTHOUGH I'VE DEALT WITH THE
00D DEVIL IN MY TIME. MAGIC
16 ABOUT POWER. IT5 SEEING
THROUGH THE SHADOWS TO
THE REAL WORLD BEYOND.

UM. I JUSTREALIZED
SOMETHING. THE PEOPLE HERE.
NONE OF THEM ARE WEARING

MASKS, ARE THEYZ

THERE'S NO SUCH
THING AS BLACK MAGIC.
TS SEMANTIC DRIFT.

BLACK MAGIC IS A
TRANSLATION OF THE WORD
NIGROMANCY, YOU SEE ., AND
NIGROMANCY 16 JusT A
CORRUPTION OF *NECROMANCY
THE MAGIC OF THE
DEAD.

IT%5 NOT BLACK
MAGIC VERSUIS WHITE
MAGIC. T TEND TO THINK
OF ITAS LIVE MAGIC
VERSUS DEAPMAGIC.
BUTEVEN 7HAT'S
SIMPLIGTIC DUALISH.,.,

1 5EE. T THINK. NAMES HAVE
AND TANNARAK ISN'T POWER, CHILD. YOU
YOUR REAL NAME, /| LEARN FAST. WHY DON'T
15172 YOu TAKE A LOOK
AROUNDZ

ITS LIKE THERE'S A
WHOLE OTHER WORLD,
THAT I NEVER KNEW
EXISTEL, 5IDE BYSIDE
WITH THEOLDONE .

YES. ANDONCE
YOU ENTER [T, YoU
CAN NEVERLEAVE,

YOU HAVEN'T
ENTERED [T YET,
TIM. YOU'RE A

GUEST.
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I'M TIM. TIMOTHY.
TIMOTHY HUNTER. I SAW You
ON JONATHAN ROSS,

THAT GUY WHO

TIM HAS THE POTENTIAL
0 BE THE GREATEST MAGICIAN
THAT THE MODERN WORLD HAS
SEEN. SOME, AND JoC OCCULT,

WELL, WE'VE GOT TOGETHER,
AND WE'RE SHOWING HIM STUFF.
THE IPEA |6 THAT HE LEARNS

ENOUGH ABOUT THE WORLD OF
MAGIC TO DECIPE WHETHER
THATS WHAT HE WANTS FROM

LIFE OR NOT.

DOES LETTERMAN IN
ENGLAND?Z YEAH, THAT
WAS FUN. 50 WHAT
ARE YOU DOING HERE

WITH MY OFF-WHITE

KNIGHT, THENZ

AND THE STRANGER, AND THE
NUT FROM BOSTON -~

ONLY TROUBLE
15, PEOPLE ARE
TRYING TO KILL

SOMEWHERE TO HIDE
WP THATS SAFE,
UNTIL THE WHOLE
THING BLOWS
OVER

WE TRIED
BARON WINTER, BUT
HE THREW US

WHY, OF COURSE YOU CAN
STAY HERE! 1'D BE DELIGHTED
O HAVE YOU. TIM CAN SLEEP IN
THE SPARE BEDROOM ... NO. DOCTOR
OCCULT DID.
OH--AND JOHN, THERELS
ALETTER FOR YOU ON THE T COULDN'T BELIEVE [T
TABLE OVER THERE. WHEN YOU MADE THE FLOWERS
GROW OUTOF JONATHAN
ROS6'S EARS.

THERE WHEN T
CAME DOWN
THIS MORNING.
WEIRD,
HUHZ

LOOK, TAKE CARE
OF TIM UINTIL T GET BACK, conermm sou
CAN YOU LOVEZ LIMEY PORK.... OF,
WHAT'S THE USE 2

HONESTLY !
YOu CAN'T LEAVE
THEM ALONE
FOR FIVE
MINUTES...

INGIA. CALCUTTA,
PROBABLY. SEEYA,
PARLIN'. BYE, TIM.






OEBPS/Image00085.jpg
JUST THAT JUPGING
BY THE WAY THINGS HAVE
GONE 5OFAR, SHE'LL BE
A WEIRDO WHO HATES
You.

1 EXPECT You
PROBABLY PINCHED
HER BEST TRICK, OR
KILLED HER BROTHER,

OR SOMETHING.

TRYING TO SAVE
THE WORLD.

THIS 15
HER HOUISE

¥ ARE You
SURETHIS IS A
GOOD IDEA?

PNO. BUT THE

TRENCHCOAT BRIGADE

WOULD NEVER TALK TO
ME AGAIN IF WEGAVE

JOHN, ITS
WONDERFUL TO
SEEYoU! WHAT

NAH.
ME AND ZATANNA,
LIKE 7HAT WE
ARE.

FATHER.

I KILLED HER
FATHER. OR ATLEAST,
I WAS RESPONSIBLE

FOR HIS DEATH.

'AND EVEN HES
PROBABLY STILL A
LITTLE UNCERTAIN
ABOUT THE FINAL
OUTCOME ...

JoHN! JorW
CONSTANTINE!

1T MUST BE WHAT,
TWO YEARG? WHO'S
YOUR FRIENDZ
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TIM. IT WAS GREAT
MEETING YOU. CALL ME THE NEXT
JIMEYOU'RE IN THE STATES. OKAYZ

'COURSE. YOU'VE
BEEN TERRIFIC. THANKS
FOR EVERYTHING.

NOW, JOHN CONSTANTINE ... T
DON'T THINK I'LL EVER UNDERSTAND
YOU. NOT IF I LIVE TO BE A THOUSAND,

NOZ SORRY ABOUT THAT.
GIVE U5 A KISS AND T'LL BE
OUTOF YOUR LIFE FOR ANOTHER

YEAR OR5O.

NO PROBLEM. N
YOU WERE A GREAT
HOUSE-GUEST. 4

e ————

7By THE WAY. T ALMOST ~
/ FORGOT. WE HAVEN'T GOT
| PASSPORTS ORTICKETS, UM.

-

-

50 EVERYTHINGS
COPACETIC, HUH,
Kipoo2 =
HULLO,
[/ MSTER BRANC,
IT/5 You, ISN'T
IT2 YOU STILL
\ AREN'T MAKING
ANY SENGE.

\  COULDYOU, Y'KNOW, TWITCH
7\ YOURNOSE OR SOMETHNGZ ./
-

NO PROBLEM. IT'S BEEN
FUN. I'LL PROBABLY SEE You
AROUND SOMETIME.

TI'M SORRY. T
THINK I BLACKED
OUT FOR A SECOND.

HEADPHONESZ,
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1 CouULp HAVE STOPPED
THEM, YOU KNOW.

JOHN, You
DON'T HAVE ANY
POWER O SPEAK
OF ANYONE OF
THEM COULD HAVE
TORN You T
SHREDS.

THE BOY'S MINE.
AND IN THIRTY SECONDS, ME,
AND HIM, AND THE WIT'CH, ARE
GOINGTO WALK OUT OF
HERE.

You KNow WHO
IAM. O_é)@ualléﬂf

YOU KNOW MY
REPUTATION. NOW. ..

RIGHT.
COME ON, You

LOT. WE'RE

LEAVING.

I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHAT
HAPPENED BACK THERE .

A Goop

MAGICIAN NEVER TELLS

You HOW HE DIPATRICK,
LOVE. You TAUGHT ME

THAT. BUT ITHELPS THAT
THEY'REALL A FEW

~ \| GUPPIES SHORTOFAN
D AQUARIUM.

SPEAK
ENGLISH, CAN'T
ouz

TIM.
1T YOU THAT' GOT THE
FUNNY ACCENT.

HAPPENED TO
YOUR FACEZ

YOU WOULON'T
BELIEVE ME IF T
ToLD Yod.

1 DOES
ANYONE HERE
REALLY WANT
TO START
SOMETHINGZ

MISTER
CONSTANTINE --ARE
YoU MYSTERIOUS ABOUT

EVERYTHING 2

WHO? MEZ
MYSTERIOUSZ
e
L.
IAM..
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The Land of
Summer's Tw: lght

{ ? (f ‘ “Cu\‘- Vi ."\?..

v’ -
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OK--SO
WHAT HAVE You
LEARNEDZ

3 . T DUNNO.
AH. : THAT ALL OF THEM
oMf’v& Dctzagéso - ¥ EXCEPT ZATANNA ARE
You HALFWAY AROUND B ABOUTAS WELL-
THE WORLD; YOU'VE e BALANCED AS
BEEN INTRODUCED TO, 4 UPTURNE

INSULTED, OR I i £GES.
THREATENED BY SOME
OF THE MOST POWERFUL
PRACTITIONERS OF
THE ART IN |
EXISTENCE . > YEAH--
THAT'S A GooD
BEGINNING.

AND THAT DR. O0cculT
THEY DON'T LIVE WILL BE WATING FOR
IN THE SAME WORLD YOU WHEN WE LAND IN
THAT MOST PEOPLE GATWICK. HE'LL BE
. d YOUR GUIDE FOR THE
e . VEXT LEG OF THE
TRIP.

THEIR WORLD
15 LIKE A SHADOW
OF OURS. DARK AND
DISTORTED, BUT

——— N e

OH. WHERE'S
HE GOING TO TAKE |
ME, THEP; 2 MANCHURIAZ {

WBZ,,',%ER FAIRYLAND.
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POSSIBLY.

YES. HE PANCES ON / 3 ? OH YE5.HE. HE 16 AN
LKE A CaAs AN, PITTING 4 | EXTREMIST. € IS WHAT
HIMGELF AGAINST HEAVEN
ANZTHE FIT, BECALGE. T SUSPECT THATALL HE EVER
HE 15 JOHN CONSTANTINE ; " /

'AND BECAUIGE HE 16 ’ CAN SEE 15 DARKNESS...

ALIVE.

HOWEVER,
HE CAN TRAVEL v
WAYGTHAT EVEN JEE

H o
oW ABOUT T CANNOT. 6

MISTER E? |6 HE
REALLY BLINDZ

AHH, I HAVE ENCOLINTERED
HIM, MANY TIMES, IN THE
PAST. HE ALSO WALKS HIS
OWN PATH. ONE THAT SOME SAY HE OWES
BEGAN 700 LONG AGO, ALLEGIANCE TO ORDER,
AND 1 6USPECT, HAS OR TOCHAOS, OR 10 BALANCE:
SPECLLATIONS ALL. I O NOT
KNOW WHAT HE 15 AND PERHAPS
I DONOT KNOW HE HAS WALKED TO FORGET
HIS STORY. T KNOW NO
ONE WHO DOES; ALTHOUGH
T HAVE HEARD CONTECTURES
APLENTY: THAT HE IS THE
o\ WANPERING JEW, OR AN
S\ ANSEL WHO NEITHER FELL
WITH LUCIFER NOR FUGHT
AT MICHAEL'S GIDE, OR...
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N

LI~ S 3
‘ =

M NOT A MEDICAL
DOCTOR, IF THATS WHAT
YOU MEAN, CHILD, ALTHOUGH
I CANSETA BONE OR
STAUNCH THE FLOW OF

"OR.occULT.”
T’ A FUNNY
AMIA
REAL POCTOR
OF WHAT 2

THING
TOBECALLED,

THEN...

THE SUN TO
SET. WE MUST LEAVE
IN 7TW/ILIGHT.
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AND THE COINS HERE--
TIE THEM IN YOUR KERCHIEF,
PERHAPS. COLD IRON WILL
NOT BE WELCOME WHERE
WE GO. THE REST You
MAY RETAIN.

T AMYOUR GUIZE | LISTEN TOME
THROUGH THIG STAGE 3 CAREFULLY, NOW. THERE
OF YOUR JOURNEY, ¢ ’ ARE THINGS YOU MUST
TIMOTHY HUNTER.. REMEMBER.
st / FIRSTLY, ON OUR JOURNE?,
e e YOU MUST OBEY MYORDERS
EXPLICITLY AND IN ALL THINGS,
NO MATTER HOW PETTY OR STRANGE,
THEY SEEM TO You.

LASTLY, NEVER
STRAY FROM THE PATH, NO
MATTER WHAT YOU SEE,
> d L - OR HEAR, OR FEEL.
THIRDLY, REMEMBER YOUR g/ IMPOLITENESS YOI
MANNERS: ETIQUETTE WILL BE OOULD FIND YOURSELF

W W
WAITHERE. T
WILL WALK ACROSS TO
THAT WICKET GATE. WHEN
I WAVE TO You, THEN WALK |
'AS T WALKED, ALONG THAT
PATH. WHEN YOU CROSS
THE STREAM BEFORETHE
GATE, TAKE CARE NaT
70 GET YouR FEET
WET. YESZ
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PADPUIG-
O

TOGASS
HRYFOTLO-
¥ SRVLIG AE/
RMELN, DMYLTCRIOS s . OKHIYAD -
RE [HODSAYUR P AN Y SIA.
UN H'TGAH-- g 1

LADIES, GENTLEMEN.
OTHER ENTITIES . T HAVE
AN ANNOLINCEMENT.

|TSEEMS THERE'S
AVERY SPECIAL YOUNG
LAD IN OUR AUDIENCE
TONIGHT.

SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE
HEARD ABOUT HIM, ON THE
GRAPEVINE . OTHERS OF Yol
MIGHT HAVE HEARD ABOUT
THE CURRENT FUN ANC
GAMES IN CALCUTTA.

OH, $HOOT. I'M SORRY, THIS BOY 1S UNDER MY PROTEC-
TiM--I SHOULD NEVER. TION. ANYONE WHO WISHES TO
HAVE BROUGHT You HERE., HURT HIiM MUST FIRST RECKON,

AS You KNow
THERE /S A
PRICE ON HIS
HEAD-WHICH NEED
NOT BE ATIACHED
To His Bopy:

MY ZEAR
ZATANNA. FACE
FACT5~THERES
ONE OF You, ANO
OVER A HUNDORED
OF Us.

CHILD IS
HISTORY,
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GEROU"
OGH DHA RAY,
ZHACHANNA.,.,

1 AM THE MISTRESS OF ALL
MIRRORS, WOMAN. GIVE ME THE
B8Oy, OR ONENIGHT YOUR REFLEC-
TION WILL SNEAK OUTOF T FRAME

AND CUT YOUR SLEEPING THROAT,

COME HERE, LITTLE
BOY. COME TO HYACINTH
AND LEANDER . GOOD BOY.

LITTLE BOY. COME HERE.
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YOu GOTTA
TAKE BETTERCARE
OF THE KIPDO THAN

THAT, CONSTANTINE,,

FOR U6. IT's
JUST ROUND
HERE.
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YOU'D NEVER
BELIEVE 7HIS WAS
THE POWER HuB

OF AMERICA.

—=L
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HJ&?;TQREOHL‘;%LH}OHN SOVEONE A%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁ I’}.[EJAA}%;SE KILLYOL, AND RIGHT-T
CONSTANTINE TRIEDTOKILL A\ |IGHTCRIESOUTEVER 4 THEYWILLTRY THINK T'VE GOT
' 10l FOR VENGEANCE, gl TOSEDLCEY. | [ WHAT W cane
: AY PURE,CHILD ' {
THERE IS LIGHTAND STSTA?'PHRE.
THERE IS DARKNESS: AND
TCANNOT REST UNTIL THE
DARKNESS 1 DESTROYED
ANDTHE LIGHT SHINES
INTO THE HEARTS rony
OFALL.

TFELL FROM

GRACE. NOW T AM
CONDEMNED 70 WALK
THE SHADOW WORLD.

ONCE, IT WAS I WHO

CAST THE SHADOW..,

UM... JOHN?Z WAS BEING THE
ASN'T OPEC;AET;/,‘E/ WORD.
HE OUR TAXI $
DRIVER?Z & - = CHRIST--I
FIGURED WE'D HAVE
£ & A GOOD WEEK BEFORE
THEY GOTON TO Us,
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i ISAIP T
f DION'T WANT ANYTHING
TOPOWITHIT. T
SHOULD HAVE STUCK
TO MY GUNS.

IT'5 ALL
BEEN ABITOF
A WASHOUT,

HASN'T 172

T STRANGE,
CONSTANTINE. ALLTHE
THINGS 1 HAVE HEARD
ABOUT YOUL,.. NO ONE
EVER TOLD ME THAT
YOU WERE STUPIC.

No. you
LISTEN. LISTEN
AND THINK .

WE 7OLZ TMOTHY
THAT WE WOULD GIVE HiM
A CHOICE, DID WE NOTZ AND
WE PIZ, AN THEN OUR FRIEND
SHOWED HIM TIMES GONE,
INTROPUCING HIM TO THE
PRINCIPLES OF MAGIC.

AND YOU SHOWED
HIM THAT THE WORLD WAS,
INDEED, NOT THE RATIONAL

PLACE HE BELIEVED.

FINAL SCOREZ
7IM LOSES HIS ONE AND
ONLY CHANCE ATMAGIC,
WE LOSE MISTER E--WHOS
MAKING Hi5 OWN WAY
BACK FROM THE ENC
OF TIME--AND..,

I HAVE SHOWN
HIM THE WORLD THAT
18 NOT THIS WORLD, WHERE
IT 15 ALWAYS SUMMER'S
TWILIGHT; AND OTHER
PLACES BESIDES.

£ GAVE HIM A
FEW CHOICE FRAGMENTS
OF POSSIBILITY; AND
THEN TIM RETURNED TO
THE FIELDS WE KNOW.

HE HAS SEEN MAGIC.
HE KNOWS IT WORKS. HE
HAS ALREACY WALKED A
HARPER PATH THAN MOST
INITIATES WILL EVER
PREAM OF .,
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IT 16 Your
CHOICE, TIMOTHY.
ALWAYS, ANC'

FOREVER, YOUR

CHOICE,

No!/ T
DION'T MEAN
IT. 170 WANT

IT.1P0..,

B






OEBPS/Image00068.jpg
. { DOCTOR FATE. TRUE,
TIMOTHY HUNTER. ¥ WE USED TO BE KENT NELSON,
JOHN CONSTANTHE. T i CHILD. AND HE 16 PART OF
HAVE A MESSAGE FOR
P FUNNY-- T WAS =
PLANNING ON INCLUDING YOU
INTIMS MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR.
M, ONLY I SUSPECT THE TOUR
THIS 15\ MAY HAVE 1O BE CALLED
OFF.

THEY'RE REALLY
YEAH, T AW HIM IN THE JUST ACGUANTANCES -
HE USED TO BE N- 816 - COATS,
KENT NELSON.

THE FORCES OF 15 THIS A FIRST FIND
DARKNESS HAVE PUT SPECIFICAND  N\ELLT{{ SANCTUARY FOR TIMOTHY,
A PRICE ONTHE 2 LOCALIZED BATLE, JOHN CONSTANTINE.

CHILD'G HEAD, OR JUST A BORT OF

VAGUELY GENERAL

CONSTANTINE -- - ONGOING THINGZ

YOU MUST FIND SANCTUARY
FOR HiM, THEN ASSIST YOUR
BROTHERS IN THEIR BATTLE
AGAINST THE POWERS,
OF NIGHT.

g s

18 ENGINE € C: 187 maomssses

1 HATE THIS
BUSINESS. IF I DION'T
HATE GETTING UP IN

JOB TOMORROW.

You N
WILL LEAVE HERE
IMMEDIATELY.
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LISTEN, MY PAD--SHOULDN'T
1 RING HIM OR SOMETHING?Z I MEAN,
HE'LL BE WORRIED S/CK ABOUT ME
BY NOW. AND HOW'M I GONG TO
EXPLAIN THAT IM IN NEW
YORKZ

1S THAT
THE EMPIRE STATE
BUILPINGZ

7 ... THAT SPECTRE
/ THING. WHEN THE MAN IN
BLACK SHOWED ME THE
BEGINNING OF TIME,
THERE WERE THESE ANGELS.
\ BIG AS WORLDS. HE

LOOKED LIKE ONE

I CAN'T BELIEVE
I'M HAVING THIS CONVER-
SATION. I CAN'T BELIEVE
I'M WALKING ALONG, UM...

TWELFTH STREET,
WITH AN oL ON MY
SHOULDER. I DON'T BELIEVE
I'M IN AMERICA. L DEFINITELY
DON'T BELIEVE THAT SOME -
ONE TRIED TO K/LL ME.
I DON'T BELIEVE..,

NAH. THAT'S
THE CHRYSLER
BUILDING.

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT YOUR DAP.
THE REST OF THE
TRENCHCOAT BRIGADE
WILL HAVE TAKEN
CARE OF THAT
ALREADY.

COULD BE
ANGELS HAVE
ALWAYS GIVEN
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AND PEOPLE
ACCUSE ME OF BENG
MANIPULATIVE .

FOR NOW, JOHN
CONSTANTINE, T THINK
WE OUGHT 10 WAIT.

OBSERVE THE BOY.

I pIP NOT LIE TO HIM,

CONSTANTINE. T TOLD HIM THE '}

CHOICE WAS HIS, AND INDEEC,
IT WAS.

AND HE MADE
HI& CHOICE, WHEN

THEY GAY HUMANITY
ONLY GETS ONE CHANCE
AT THE CAROUSEL'S

GOLDEN RING.

BUT THE CAROUSEL
GOES ROUNDAND ROUND,
AND ROUND AND ROUIND. AND
THE GOLEN RING (5 NOT

GOING ANYWHERE.

YOU'RE QUITE
THE LITTLE ROMANTIC,
AREN'T YOUZ NAH, PON'T
ANSWER THAT. RUIN
YOUR IMAGE. 50 WE
JUST WAIT ANC
SEE?

f witHYou
WHERE ARE WE
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CHAOS VERSUS ORDER
INCEED. 1 THOUGHT EVERYONE
-~ HAD HEARD OF FRACTALS
THESE DAYS.

THERE'S NO CHAOS,
NO ORDER ; JUST PATTERNS |}
OF DIFFERENT LEVELS OF
COMPLEXITY.

CAN I HAVE
A SOUTHERN
COMFORTZ

HE'LL
HAVE A GINGER
ALE.

P5ST-- KIPPO.

YOUL/ REMEMBER--
1 WASSITTING NEXT
TO YOU ON THE PLANE
COMING INTO JFK . YOU'VE
LOST WEIGHT.
AND CHANGED
COLOR.

LIKE ANYTHING
TODRINK,
SIR?

GIN ANP
TONIC, PLEASE,
LOVE. TIMZ,

LOOK, THE LAST.
THING T NEED ON MY
HANDS 15 A DRUNK
TWELVE-YEAR-
oLD.
-

I'M OFF
70 THE LOO.
DON'T GO
ANYWHERE .

YEAH. WELL,
THATS BECAUSE THIS
ISN'T MY BODY. TM JUST,
YKNOW, BORROWING IT,
TO TALK TO You. You
SEE, T'M DEAL
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ALLT
NEED TO pO
1S BELIEVE.
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CANISTILL
GO UP THE
EMPIRE STATE
BUILDING?Z

IsAW o,

IN THE PAST, YOUR
HELMET WAS SOME
KIND OF GOD..,

ALLTHINGS ARE DIVIDEDP

INTO THE TWIN FORCES OF ORCER
AND CHAOS, FOREVER CONTENDING
FOR DOMINANCE .

AND THERE

ARE-- WHAT-- Gor&'
OF CHAOS AND

ORPER, THENZ

SOUNDS LIKE A
SERIES OF ROTTEN
FANTASY NOVELS.

OHNO.IT
1S THE BASIS
OFMAGIC: THE
IMPOSITION OF
ORPER ON
FORMLESS CHAOS,
THE RELEASE OF
JOYOUS CHAOS
INTO THE GRAY
MONCTONY OF
ORPER...

A GOD NOMORE.
THE HELM IS ATHING OF
COLD ORDER, ONCE A

LORD IN IT5 OWN

LIFE |6 SOMETHING THAT OCCURS
IN THE INTERFACE ; NOT IN THE WRITHING
DISCORD OF UTTER CHAOS, NOR IN THE
FLATLINE PERFECTION OF PURE ORDER,
BUT SOMEWHERE BETWEEN.
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HAVE A
GOOP DAY THEN,
SONZ

PULL UP A CHAIR,
IF YOU WANT. THI5 15 A
GOOP FILM . GREAT BIT
AT THE ENG WHERE THEY
DRIVE THESE MINIS
ALL THROUGH ROME

' 2 DIPN'T I PHONE
HOW LoNG by % YOU FROM SAN FRANCISCO?

HAVE I BEEN e 4 OR FROM BRIGHTON, WITH

GONE, DADZ ’ AUNTIE BLODWYNZ OR...

WHAT /&' THIS,
THENZ TWENTY
QUESTIONS? FIVE,
IX HOURS, T
ssuﬁags. PON'T BE A PILLOCK,
TIM. NO ONESS PHONED
SINCE YOU'VE BEEN OUT.
50 WHAT 212 YoU PO
TOPAY, THEN 2 WHERE
oIp You 6oz

LOOK-- THAT'S NOEL COWARD.
WHATSISNAME . VERY THATS HIM.
FAMOUS. BITOF A
FAIRY. TIP OF MY b

TONGUE. RIGHT. T'LL

) PUTON A PIZZA
- 55 FOR DINNER,
NO THANKS, THEN.
DAD, TTHINKI'LL
JUsT GO UP To MY
ROOM FOR A
BIT.
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THAT 15 OUR OBJECTIVE,

MY FRIENDS. THE CITADEL OF
THE COLO FLAME.

RIGHT IS,
ALAS, NO GUARANTEE
OF SUCCESS, E. BUT
DARK WALKER,
THERE AREONLY THREE
OF Us. DOYOU SERIOUSLY

WE HAVE TO TRY.
THINK WE CAN STOP
THEMZ

THE ARMS WILL

REACH OUT AND

KILL TIMOTHY

HUNTER; AND I

CANNOT PERMIT
THAT.

WE SHOULDLET THEM
KILL HIM. IT WOULD ELIMINATE
ALL POTENTIAL PROBLEMS.

LIES! FOUL,WICKED,
AND WE BLASPHEMOUS LIES! MY
KNOW TOO WELL FATHER WAS A GREAT
WHAT HAPPENED MAN, BROUGHT LOW BY
TOYOUR FATHER, SMALL-MINDED FOOLS.
E.
MY FATHER USED
TO SAY, BACON 1S NOT ENOUGH
THE ONLY THING THAT'S BICKERING. IF
CURED BY HANGING YOU ARE NOT WITH
FROM A TREE. Us, E,You ARE
FREE TO

I HAVE SAIC GOoOoPC, IT WILL BE PAWN
IAMWITH YOU.T SOON. WE MUST FORMULATE A
KEEP MY WORD. PLAN OF ATTACK. TOMORROW
1S ALL HALLOW'S EVE, AFTER
ALL.

AND WE MUST
PRAY THAT CONSTANTINE
KNOWS WHAT HE IS
DOING.
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WELL, EARLIER
TODAY I WAS SAYING

ADEAD PERSON
BEFORE, ANDNOW
TIVE MET TWOIN
ADAY.

THREE, IF
YOoU COUNT THE
TAXI DRIVER, ONLY
HE STOPPED
7TALKING WHEN
HE DIED.

THATONE'S EASY,
KIPPO. HE'S RIDING THE
SINCHRONICITY FREEWAY,
AND SO EVERYTHING JUST
FALLS INTO PLACE; TIME,

MOVEMENT, EVEN
DISTANCE JUsSTSITUP
AND BEG FOR HIM.

AN ADVENTURE,

KIPDO. |F YOU SURVIVE

IT, IT'LL BE FUN.

7 THEY SAY THE :
THIRD TIMES THE JE
P CHARM .

50 WHAT
DO You MAKE OF

HE'S ALL RIGHT,

I SPOSE --EASIER TOTALK
TO THAN THE OTHER THREE .
ONLY THING I CAN'T FIGURE

OUT 16 HOW WE GET FROM

PLACE TOPLACE...

ANYWAY,
TVE BEEN
TRYING TOTELL
YOU SOMETHNG
IMPORTANT.
LISTEN--

WHO'S YOUR.

BX
NAH. MY NAMES
MATTHESON.
WHOA--I FEEL
SORTA
ol1zzy..
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orror and humor, wonder and awe:
the knowlcdgc of hidden things...

A sPc”binding tale.

An cnchanting expcricncc.

An umcorgcttablcjourncy.

M g /
From Neil Gaiman, the best~se“ing novelist and
A\ creator of the world-renowned comics title
THE SANDMAN, comes a mesmerizing, tale of

the dangers and oppor‘cumtxes oFyouth e
and its endless Posssbl[ltlcs lllustrated bg

four of comics’ most accompllsl-ned artists —
John Bo]ton Scott Hampton Charles Vess,
and Paul Johnson — THE BOOKS OF MAGIC
collects all four issues of the ongna|

miniseries that introduced the
character of Timothg Hunter and
set the stage for his

continuing adventures.

fhe ten volumes of Neil Gaimar!
The Sandman constitute one of the
most acclaimed comics storie:
ever to see print, and the ti

holds honer of being th
ever to win the
. Gaiman is also the‘“

dtﬁ*dﬁe novels American
-yﬂodmorﬂlme, Neverwhere,_
- Sgﬁust(w er of the American
n's Alex Award
00’s top ten adult nov-
g adults) and the short
collection Smoke and
rs, as well as the children’s -
ks The Wolves in the Walls and
e Day I Swapped My Dad for
wo Goldfish. Among his many
her are the Hugo, the

vertigocomics.com
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BUT I'VE LEARNED P’ AND I DON'T
A LOT OF THINGS . THE WANT 10 PAY WHAT
MAIN THING T'VE LEARNED IT'LLcosT. T'M
|8 THAT ITALL HAS A PRICE. N SCARED.
T MEAN, YOU CAN GET
WHATEVER You WANT. BUT

ITALL HAS TO BE PAIP
FOR, POESN'T IT2

T APPRECIATE
WHAT YOU'VE DONE
FORME. ALL THE
STUFF I'VE SEEN.

ALL THAT.
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|F YOUPON'T
NVEA:TMAGICI )OX’LL
VER SEE [T AGAIN
IN MAGIC. YOU'LL LIVE IN A
RATIONAL WORLD, IN
WHICH EVERYTHING
CAN BE EXPLAINED.

AND HES
RIGHT. MAGIC.
POESN'T EXIST,

P BUT (F YOU CHOOSE

You HAVE TO B -
CHOOSE IT, YOU SEE STEPPING OFF THI

IT--WELL, T'5 LIKE

E

THATS WHAT WE'RE SIPEWALK INTO THE

OFFERING YOU: THE
CHOICE. Sl

THE WORLD STILL LOOKS =
THE SAME, ON THE SURFACE, JOHNZ I'M
BUT YOU CAN BE HIT BY ATRUI STARVING.
AT ANY SECOND.

WHERE ARE WE —

> AS ITHAPPENS,
GOING NOW? ANOTHER 4
ONE OF YOUR "OLD 2 I USED TO KNOW HER

FRIENDS"2 - J ) QUITE WELL.

W \AME. TS
ZATANNA.

ZATANNAZ THE
LADY MAGICIANZ T'VE
SEEN HERON 7V AND
EVERYTHING! YOU
KNOW HERZ WOW.

YOu CAN HAVE
BREAKFAST ATOUR
NEXT PORTOF CALL.
AND SANCTUARY, 100,

WITHANY LUCK.
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10 BUT IT WAS NIGHTTIME ANOTHER. CREATURE
o ALREADY! AND -- I MEAN THOSE OF THE NIGHT, EHZ WELL, WE
WE MET WHEN P PEOPLE... ARE WELL-MATCHED. MY NAME
YOU WERE WORKING' ¥ : 16 JASON BLOOD!

ASANOCCULTIST IN ¥ I HAVE NO
GOTHAM, ABOUT TEN C IPEA WHAT YOU'RE

YEARS BACK . REMEM- TALKING ABOUT! " B HANG
BERZ I AW YOU 3

ABOUT THAT LUPUS 3
WERE WITH
MERLIN. YOU'VE
GOT THE SAME
STREAKY

ARE YOU A TELL ME, YOU SEE, TIM,

T WASN'T REAL BARONZ BARON. ARE You THE BARON POESN'T GO
PLANNING ON GETTING OUT OUT. NOT OUT THE FRONT
HOSTING A MUCH?Z STILL PART DOOR, ATANY RATE, NOT

DINNER PARTY, INTO THE HERE AND'

o e
/ASHINGTON S0CIAL NOW.
CONSTANTINE.. WHIRLZ

You wiLL
EATANDLEAVE, HMPH. YOUR
DO YOU UINDERSTAND ATIEMPTS AT HUMOR|
ME 20U ARE NOT ARE AS PITIFUL

WELCOME HERE, AS EVER.
CONSTANTINE.

THATS
Goog, cos
Z DION'T

BRING A
TUXEDO.
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WHAT You've
DONE--YoU'VE
FRIGHTENED

[s=)
BACK HERE,
You STuPID
BIRD!

PWELL WELL. JASON BLOOD, \
I6N'T IT2 HAVEN'T SEEN You IN
AWHILE.

"OH. YES, T RENEMBER YOLI NOW. YOU
WERE HANGED AT TY8! INTHE 1830s.”

A —ommmines

“NOTME, SQUIRE . POSSIBLY
SOMEONE ELSE WITH THE SAME NAME "
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HE LIVES INTHE
PAST, YOU KNOW.

YOou MEAN HE'S
ALL ALONE IN THAT
BIG HOUSE WITH

HIS MEMORIESZ

NAH. THE PAST
I8 WHERE HE DOES
ALL HIS REAL
LIVING.

T SPENT THREE N
WEEKS ONCE, TRYING
TO FIND OUT.

AND IN THREE WEEKS
T CAN GETINTOANYTHING;;
THE BANKOF ENGLAND
VAULTE, OR A NUN'S
__ KNICKERS.

I DON'T KNOW. THAT'S
ONE OF THE THINGS THAT HACKS
ME OFF ABOUT HIM.
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MIND IF T
SMOKE, BARONZ

S0, MR. BLOOP.
TIM'S THINKING OF TAKING
UPA CAREER IN MAGIC. You
GOTANYADVICE FOR
HIMZ

T KNOW NOTHING
ABOUTMAGIC, CHILD.
T WOULD SUSPECT IT

TO BEA--

LEAVE ITOUT, BARON. TELL ME
ABOUT THE MAGIC, AND THEN WE'LL
TAKE OFF;, AND YOU'LL NEVER HAVE

TO SEE EITHER OF US AGAIN.

PROBABLY BECAUSE
SOME LOONY'LL HAVE
SLITMY THROAT,

PON'T PO IT, THE SHADOW-
WORLD |6 ALL GLAMOLR AND NO
SUBSTANCE. AN JLLUSION OF
BEAUTY AND POWER THAT COVERS
A DEEP AND YAWNING ABYSS .
AND AT THE CORE OF THAT
ABYSS |5 THE PIT, BOY.

AND YOU DON'T WANT
T0GOTO HELL, BELIEVE
ME.

TIM, OR TIMOTHY.
NOTCHILD. THATREALLY
GETS UPMY NOSE,

THAT DOES.

1 HAVE NO IDEA WHY You
SHOULD ASK ME .., BUT IF IT
WILL HELP TO SPEED YOUR
PEPARTURE..,

MAGIC |6 NOT IMPORTANT.
IT!6 JUST CARD TRICKS, SHADOWS
AND MIRRORS.

NOW THEN, BARON. ITS
YOUR TURN. TELL THE KID
ABOUT MAGIC.

YEAH. YOU
MIGHTAS WELL .
EVERYBODY ELSE
HAS.

IT 15 STRANGE. 1 HAD PLANNED
AQUIET DINNER WITH MR. BLOOD.
WE WOULD HAVE CAUGHT UPON
CERTAIN CURRENT EVENTS;

EXCHANGED INFORMATION; HAD A
CIVILIZED MEAL, AND DISCUSSED
DAYS GONE 8Y.

INSTEAD 1 FIND MYSELF
ENTERTAINING AN INSIGNIFICANT
LONDON HOODLUM WITH DELUSIONS
OF WORLD-SAVING, AND HIS

TRAVELING CIRCUS.

THEN WHAT /S
IMPORTANT 2

BEING Wro You
ARE. SOLITUCE, IF
THAT |5 WHAT You
CHOOSE. CIVILIZA-

TION. PRIVACY.
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THERE AREN'T ANY
ARE YOU SURE GOOD GUYS, AND THERE
YOU'RE ONE OF THE AREN'TANY BADGUYS.
GOOD GUYSZ . THERES JUST US. PEOPLE.
o DOING OUR BEST TO
GETBY.

I SUPPOSE
IT'LL HAVE TO BE
ME, THEN.

STILL, T - 0 WHYZ
WON'T HAVE FAR v WHERE ARE WE
To Go. ¥ GOING?Z

BUT--THATS ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE COUNTRY-- WATCH OUT
FOR THATCAR!-- T MEAN, ITS THOUSANDS
OF MILES AWAY--ON THE RIGHT !
YOU'RE MEANT TO PRIVE ON
THE RIGHT!
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LM. ONLY IF YOU
AREN'T A WEIRDO WHOS
TRYING TOKILL US.

YOU MIGHT SAY
THAT. MYNAMES JOHN
CONSTANTINE. THIS 16
TIM HUNTER

HAHA! YOU'RE
BRITISH, RIGHT?Z YOU GUYS
HAVE SUCH A GREAT SENSE

“« OF HUMOR . GET IN.

TERRENCE
THIRTEEN. DOCTOR.
TERRY THIRTEEN . iy FUNNY, MEETING
P 9 YOU LIKE THIG --YOUNG ! I'VE BEEN
TIM HERE |16 SORTOF PROFESSIONALLY
INTERESTED IN MAGIC. | INVESTIGATING THE
NOW YOu MUSTHAVE { OCCULT FOR FIFTEEN
FIRM OPINIONS ON 4 YEARS, NOW, LAD.
THE SUBIECT.,, MAGIc, 8POOKS,
W/’l’ﬁ-c‘ﬂtrs. )Zu
S & 1 1 MIGHTCALL ME
YOU'vE A o PROFESSIONAL
HEMAIEZI.?OF b N v PEBUNKER.

"IN FIFTEEN YEARS 1 HAVEN'T SEEN
ONE THING WHICH WAS NOT
CEPTIBLE TO RATIONAL EXPLANATION.

5 iR
VEITHER T WAS A HOAX, OR A FRAUD, OR
--OFTEN-- PEOPLE WANTING $O MUCH TO
BELIEVE IN POWERFUL FORCES OUTSIE
OF OURKEN THAT THEY'D CONVINCED
THEMSELVES OF THE EXISTENCE OF
MAGIC, TAKING SIMPLE COINCIPENCE OR
DELUSION AS PROOF OF THEIR
SUPERSTITIONS ...

'FIFTEEN YEARS2"

Ji
“YES, TIM. I THINK I CANSAY
WITH GOME CERTAINTY THAT /F
MAGIC EXISTED T WOULD HAVE
e FOUND SOME EVIDENCE OF IT
¥ BY NOW. "
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THEY'RE STILL

AFTER Us, TIM. THE
SOONER WEGET TO
SAN FRANCISCO,

THE HAPPIER

I'LL BE.

P STICK OUT
OURTHUMBS, AND
WALK, AND HOPE.

SYAHHNE MM.
WHAT HAPPENED,
JOHNZ WHAT ARE
WE GOING TO

{ ﬁ DOOW?

COME ON, JOHN
LOOK! FINALLY! _--BEFORE HE CHANGES
His MIND!
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MINE. WON'T
HE BE PLEAGED
TOGEEUS...

CONSTANTINE, T AM
ENTERTAINING. T HAVE A
DINNER GUEST HERE .
PLEASE LEAVE.

DINNERZ
BRILLIANT. WE'RE
BOTH STARVING.THIS
IS TIMOTHY HUNTER. HES
GOINGTO BEATOP CLASS
MAGICIAN ONE DAY, IF
HE WANTS TOBE.
TROUBLE |5 THAT SOME
PEOPLE ARETRYING
TOKILL HIM.

S50 WE'VE
COME TO YOU FOR
SANCTUARY.

I MIGHT HAVE
SAIP HE WAS YOUR BEEN OVERSTATING
FRIEND. THINGS A BIT.

LIKE A BAD
PENNY. PLEASED
TO SEEUSZ

GO AWAY.
GOODBYE. LOVELY
SEEING YOU BOTH.

LOOK--JUST GIVE
US A BITE TO EAT, AND.
GIVE US TIME TO FIGURE
OUT WHERE WE'LL
GO NEXT,..
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BLOODY HELL. TRY NOT

IO PLKE ON MY RAINCOAT,
THEN. ITE HELLTO DR
? CLEAN.

RIGHT. JusT
You AN ME,

1M BONSTO
TAKE You AROUND A
BIT, AND INTRODLCE

THO TICKETS FOR THE
GRAND TOUR, THEN, WITH YOURG:
TRULY AS THE GUIDE

MAKES YOU LAUSH,
DUNNITZ THE BLIND LEADNG
THE BLING.
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HOLA! NEW
FACES! [T HAS BEEN
A LONG TIME SINCE We
HAVE SEEN NEW
FACES IN THIS

PLACE

RECOGNIZE You, .
THOUGH. THE BLING I CON'T KNoW
MAN. THE BOY. WHAT WHAT YOU'RE TALKING
SPIRITS WERE You? ABOUT.
OF HOWMANY =
g Flg;RfRONL?JP HERE
'OMPOSED 2 - B
< - i WERE FRom THE

PONOT TALK
O HIM, CHILE. HE
WILL ENSNARE
YOU IN HELLISH

BLANZISHMENTS
AND EVIL WAYS,

DON'T BE
STUPIZ. WHO ARE
Youz WHAT /6 THiS

PLACEZ

P

I AMTHE HIEROPHANT,
THIS PLACE 16-- IT 1S ALL THAT
THERE /5. EVERY PARTICLE OF
MATTER LEFT IN THE
UNIVERSE

FOLLOW ME. THE
OTHERS WILL BE
PELIGHTED To 6
NEW FACES..
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MONSTERS AND SAINTS
ANDSINVERS AND FREANS
MORE REMARK:

ANYTHING YOU H

ANTIGUITY,
THE JOLRNEY

HAS ONLY JUST
BEGLIN.

HOWEVER,
TAKEN YOU A6 FAR AS T
CAN TAGE YOU, CHILD.
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Um. How pio
WE GET HERE2 LAST
THING I REMEMBER, WE
WERE IN THE GHOPPING
PRECINCT, AND YOU/
WERE SAYING, .

ME NEITHER . I HAD ONE ONCE,

BUT I LOST IT. KEEP MEANING TO

GETANEWONE, BUT I NEVER
BETAROUND TO IT.

BUT How
DID WE GETONTO
THE PLANEZ AND
WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN WE WANT
10 GETOFFZ

NOW, You
'SLEPT THROUGH A
ROTTEN MOVIE, AND
You MISSED ACHOICE
BETWEEN TWO
INEDIBLES FOR

P~ ITG AN AEROPLANE . BIG METAL
THING, FLIES THROUGH THE AIR, SENDS HAVEN'T GOTANY
YOUR LUGGAGE TO HONG KONG. LUA@WRZ"ETOTIIAIS
= TR LL RIGHT.

I SAID I'D BE
INTRODUCING YOU TO
A FEW PEOPLE, DIDN'T 1%
WELL, MOST OF THEM
LIVE IN AMERICA, SOTHATE
WHERE WE'RE GOING.

BUT I DON'T
REMEMBER ANTTHING -
AND I DONT HAVE A

IN NEW YORK
IN HALF AN HOUR,
AND I'M GOING

NICE LADY FLIGHT
ATTENDANT.
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7IME |5 ALMOST
ENDED. THE UNIVERSE
15 NEARLY DEAD.

We
COME FROM
EARTH. DO

WHAT 7HAT
WAs?

THERE WERE
MORE OF Us,
ONCE, BUT--

WHY SHOULD TNOTZ
WITHIN ME THAVE MANY.. 50ULS?2.
PERHAPS. 1 AW ALL THE HIEROPHANTS
THERE EVER WERE. ALLTHE POPES
AND PRIESTS AND SHANANS
AND WIZARDS, ALL OF THEN,

THE MOON FELL
FROM THE 5K, YOU KNOW,
LONG, LONG SINCE.
AND THE SUN FLARED ONE
FINAL TIME, AND BECAME
CINPER-COLD. THE EARTH
ITSELF FROZE AND
CRUMBLED, OH, 60
LONG AGO.

JUDGMENT
DAY ITSELF 1S ONLY
ADISTANT MEMORY,

AND WE--WE KNOW.

NOT WHAT WE ARE. THE HERMIT
CLAIME THAT WE (O NOT EXIST AT
ALL, THAT WE ARE BUT SHADOWS,
MIRROR-REFLECTIONS, CREATED

BY THE UNIVERSE IN HER POTAGE.

O REMIND HERSELF OF HER.

LosT CHiLoReN, AN
PERHAPS HE SPEAKS
TRULY,

WE CALL THIS
PLACE TERMINUS BECAUSE
ITAMUS S U5 TO 0O 50. AN
BECAUSE THERE ARE NO
MORE JOURNEYS TO BE
MAVE. THIS 16 THE ONLY
PLACE THERE /5.

WY L/IEGE,
MYLADY. WE HAVE
VISITORS, FROM

THE PAST.
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e ————s s

e G S

0 KENT NELSONZ
HE DIED. HIS FLESH

(ELM REMAING.
JOHN CONSTANTINE WILL
INTRODUCE YoU TO (76
CURRENT SERVANTS;
AND PERHAPS MISTER E
WILL SHOW You 5
FATE, ASES HENCE

MAESTRO,
A PRUMROLL,

ACE TOHIDE A FALLEN
16INA FOREST,

OF THE STAGE MAGICIANCALLED
ZATANNA, STILL ACTIVE IN

HERZ I 5AW
HER ON JONATHAN
Rose






OEBPS/Image00167.jpg
OH... ONE PAGSED
THIS WAY FROM TIMES TO
COME WHO VOCALIZED IN
YOUR MANNER..,

SMIG KCHURTFOK
WENKFRTANGT 2

T WAS
CIFFERENT.
OUROLD ONES
TELL USTALES. THEY
SAY THAT LONG LONGAGO,
IT WAS POSSIBLE T0 CATCH
PERHAPS 5IX OR SEVEN
SEA SPIDERS IN ONE DAY,
ANZ THEY HAD MucH
MEAT ON THEM.

T'M SORRY.
WE PON'TSPEAK
ENDOF TIME.

SOTHIS 16 How
ITENDS'Z SOME GREEN
|PIOTS DIGGING FOR SEA-
SPIDERS UNDER A

DYING SUNZ

I HAVE,,, NEVER
COME THIS FAR FORWARD.
T HAVE ONLY HEARD RUMORS.

WELL, THERE

DOESN'T SEEM TO BEMUCH
IMETA GREATMAN IN MY TO SEE HERE. SHALL WE GO

YOUTH--BLING, LIKE MYSELF,
WHO CLAIMED 1o HAVE WALKED
BACK FROM THE FAR FUTURE,
SEEKING SOMETHING -
BUT EVEN HE NO LONGER
REMEMBERED WHAT,

IT WAS HE WHO
TAUGHT ME THE ARTOF
WALKING FORWARD.

BACK TO OUR TIME, NOW?2
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e
owFERECE N 2 .
[EWPONT. SCIENCE i6 AWAYOF
TALKING ABCITTHE LNVERSE YR
N WORDS THAT BN T TOA
COMMON REALITY.

N WORDS THAT ITCANOT

THOSE THEY PERCEIVE AG WITCHES,
HANY TRUE MAGICIANG ACOPTED
NEW G4RE, AP RECORNITION
Y DISGLISNG THER PLINAGE.
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NONEED TO

APOLOGIZE. T WEAR

MY BLINONESS PROUPLY. . 3
i g I SEE MORE THAN (3 &

: o i . AND You
e e A i " 0u & WOULD SUPPOSE
: 8N can'T TeLLTHAT NG
5 ZARK,

THOUGH.

THERE--
voYoUSEE
THEMZ

LOOK P,
BOY. POYOUSEE,
UPTHERE? THATS

THE SUN.

P THAT THING?
8 1HERE - wHeN Are
We?

ALONGTIME > e
INTHE FUTLIRE.
MILLIONS OF
YEARS.
1 DON'T
SUPROSE THERE ARE
ANY PEOPLE LEFT,
THEN

BUT 7HEY
AREN'T HUMAN.
ARE THEYZ.

ALL THATS
LEFT.

WHY
ARE THEY

PERHAPS FIFTY THOUGAND SREEVE i
PEOPLE, SCRABBLING A LIVING ON \s NOW TeRne Like
SOIL FROM WHICH EVERY NUTRIENT i | SCIENCEAND MAGIC
HAS BEEN LEECHED LONG SINCE - HAVE LOSTALL

FROM SEAS WHICH BARELY SLIPPORT
MARINE LIFE. A WORLD IN WHICH
MOST 0F THE METALS HAYE LS
INCE OKIDIZED. THEY LIVE HeRE,
2 ARE THEY 2
INTHEPARK. 1 HAVE NOIPE/
PHOTOSINTHESIS,
PERHAPS.
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THERE IS NO WALKING BACKWARD
/AND 1AM LOST IN THE LABYRINTH INVISIBLE
1 CANNOT RETRACE M STEPS.

1 WROTE MY NAME ON THE WALL OF THE
INVISIBLE LABYRINTH.

I WAS SO DILIGENT IN MY STUDIES;

GAVE MY WHOLE TIME AND HEART TO THE
PURSUIT.

I WROTE MY NAME, BUT T CAN FIND IT
NO LONGER;

Y ASHES BLOW LIKE DUST AROUND THE
INVISIBLE LABYRINTH

I-HAVE-SEEN-
GOOD-AND-I-HAVE-
SEEN-EVIL. AND-NOW
1-AM-DEAD. I-HAVE-
BEEN-B00D-AND-I-
HAVE-BEEN-EVIL

AND-NOW-I-
AM-DEAD. LOOK-






OEBPS/Image00169.jpg
LISTEN, NIGHT-BIRD.
TIMOTHY, YOUR MASTER :
WHEREVER HE |6 --WHEREVER
) HE MIGHT BE. FING HIM.
PROTECT HIM. HELP HIM .
MY FRIENP-- LEND ME
STRENGTH. CONSTANTINE --
)\ HENDME WILL. LENTME
I;‘ ¥ FAITH.

y _I1NOTIcE
YOU ZIDN'T TELL
THE BIRD TO

BRING HIM
BACK

IF HE HAS GONE THAT
FAR IN THE FUTURE, CONSTANTINE,
IT16 UNLIKELY THAT THERE (S
/ANY FORCE THAT CAN BRING
HiM BACK TO US.
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TALKING BACKWARDS

BECAUSE TIME WILL NOT GO BACKWARDS WHEN THE MAGIC APPEARS, WHEN THE LIGHTS GO UR
BECAUSE T WILL WALK UNTIL I SEE AN ANSWER WHEN I DRESED N MY TOP HAT

GRAFFITI WRITTEN BACKWARDSON THE WALL INVISIBLE ANDMY COAT OF MANY POCKETS

BECAUSE T AM GETTING AHEAD. P WHEN T’ TALKING BACKWARDS...

WATCH MY DUST. }

Y~ THEN TKNEW THAT I WAS EDGING THROUGH THE MAZE.
AND ONCE I HAD GONE PAST DELUSION

PAST THEOTHERS

ALL"THEGREAT; “THE AMAZING;" "THE MASTER OF ILLUSION,*
PAST ALLOF THEM

ONCE THEY HAD SEEN MY DUST,

THE FEAR IS OF THE UNKNOWN.
WE KILLTHE THINGS WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND.
HERE:
TALK BACKWARDS
ANMATE A DREAM
HERE:
TALK BACKWARDS
GLAMOURS MASK THE FEAR

EMPTINESS

THE HOLLOW PLACE AT THE CENTER OF
THENEED TO GET AHEAD, THE BURNING NEED. THE MAZE
(WATCH MY DUST, MY DAUGHTER, NO RETURNING
WATCH MY DUST. NO WAY BACK

1 NEED MORE THAN ILLUSION,
WE DO IT WITH MIRRORS,
AND RABBITS
ATHANORS
AND DOVES...

NOT EVEN SPEAKING BACKWARDS
NOT EVEN WALKING BACKWARDS

1 THOUGHT 1 HAD FOUND MY WAT TO
THE CENTER OF THE INVISIBLE LABYRINTH;

AND I HAD~PERHAPS—DISCOVERED

NOMORE THAN THE ENTRANCE

‘*’. 1 RETREATED INIO SAFETY,
THE WORLD OF ILLUSION,
IN THE STAGE,

1N THE FOOTLIGHTS,

ALL EYES UPON ME ANDNO ONE REALLY SEEING,

WATCH MY DUST.

BECAUSE I DO NOT TALK BACKWARDS:
BECAUSE I DONCT $4Y,

(THGIN EMOCEB SEILFRETTUB)
AND THE NIGHT DOES NOT BECOME BUTTERFLIES.
TGIVENCTHING OF MYSELF TO THE AUDIENCE,
ASTDOIT WITH MIRRORS
ANDSTRING
AND SLEIGHT

THE DELUSION OF ILLUSION AND THE HAND
DECEIVES THE EYE...

MY LIFE 15 STROBED LIKE LIGHTNING BYA FOLLOW-
SPOT,

AND LOOKING BACKWARDS 1 CANONLY SEE

‘THE CORPSES OF THE ANIMALS AND BIRDS

WHO STRUTTED WITH ME ON THE DARKENED STAGE

AND HELPED ME FOOLTHEM ALL.

CHARMS OF BIRDS
AND HATSFUL OF DEAD RABBITS

TTAKE MY LAST BOW WITH PRIDE, 45 PROUDLYAS
BEFITS A CONJURE MAN

GOING DOWN IN FLAMES,

UPAS SMOKE.
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IAM
AFRAIPGO, JOHN
CONSTANTINE.

SHOULON'T
THEY BE BACK

THEY ARE LOST
TO ME. WHEREVER THEY
HAVE GONE, IT 16 50
FAR IN THE FUTURE THAT
I CAN NO LONGER FeEL
THEM. OCCULT?

YES.
THEYARE GONE,
COMPLETELY,

|71 Have mave A
MISTAKE, CONSTANTINE .
T REALIZE THAT.

THAT’S NOT
GOINGTO BRING

A KID. HE TRUSTED
USTO KEEP HIM
SAFE. I DON'T...

T CAN'TBELIEVE ~Q
IT--You'? TRUST 77 TO
A LOONY WHOSE DAD
POPPEDOUT HIS EYES WITH
ASHARPENED SPOONZ T
MEAN, AFTER WHAT HAPPENED
TO HIM AND HIS SISTER, 16
HAROLY SURPRISING THAT
HES NOT DEALING WITH
AFLLL DECK, 16 T2
BELIEVE IT.
ICAN'T WE KNoW. TO ERR
BELIEVE You 15 HUMAN, JOHN
B\ CONSTANTINE.

212 1T,
\F HES

THERE ARE y,
BEDS OF KELP { Human, Trenzm
SMARTER THAN YOU, i ATOAST-RACK.

MATE !

THIS 16 RIICULOUS!
WHAT ARE YOU SAYING 7
THAT THEY'VE HEADED OFF
INTO THE FAR FUTURE, ANO
THERES NOTHING YOU
CANDOTO GET THEM
BACKZ

WE MusT
CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS
ON GETTING THEM BACK.
THIS BICKERING I FUTILE,

CAN'T Youl
REACH THEMZ
AREN'T THERE ANY
GOPS OR PEMONS
OR ANYTHING YOU

COULD SEND TO
GETTHEM BACKZ
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YOU AIN'T BEEN BLUE ...
NO, NO, No,

YOU AIN'T BEEN BLUE ..
TILL YOU'VE HAD

THAT MOOD INDIGO.

THAT FEELING GOES STEALING
POWN TOMY SHOES
WHILE I SITANCSIGH,

GO'LONG BLUES..,

ALWAYS GET THATMOoP INOIGO
SINCE MY BABY SAIC GOOPBYE.

IN THE EVENING WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE LOW,
T'M SO LONELY TCOULD CRY, .1

BLUER THAN BLUE CAN BE.

WHEN I GET
THAT Moor IN?IGO
Z ColLD LAY ME

POWN ANP DIE...

THERES
NOTHING HAPPENING
ATALL

HMM. IS THIS
HOW IT ENDS, THENZ
IN DARKNESS, IN
NOTHING.., THERES
A LIGHT, OVER
THERE

T THINK.
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WHERE
ARE WE GOING OPEN YOUR EYES,

BOY. TELL ME WHAT You
SEE. TELL ME! g

Nowz

TO THE END
OF TIME. TO THE EVERYTHING IN SPACE |5

VERY END. g COMING TOWARZ US. ALL
THE S7ARS ARE FALLING.

ALLTHE LIGHTS ARE
jois y GOING oUT.

WE WILL £

N AND TS

prwag; WON'T AWEIRD SORT

UM. [T SORT

OF BLUEY-PURPLE.
WHATEVER THE COLOR
colortreLL 15 AT THE END OF THE

ME! OF THESPECTRUM.
- THINGIE. INDIGO, ALL
THE STARS, AND
GALAXIES, ./

IN OUR TIME WE
HAVE A REC SHIFT, AS
THE STARS AND GALAXIES
HEAD AWAY FROM US,
IN A UNIVERSE THATS

EXPANCING.

NOW THE UNIVERSE
16 ENPING, AND YOU'RE
SEEING THE BLUE SHIFT,
AS EVERYTHING RETURNS
TO THE CENTER.
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WHATEVER IT IS, SOMETIMES
ITS PRACTICALLY TAE MOST POWERFUL
THING IN THE UNIVERSE. SOMETIMES
IT’S LITTLE MORE THAN A BLOKE IN
WHITE TIGHTE ANDA GREEN
100!

1T’ BEEN UPAND
DOWN THE OCCULT LEAGUE
TABLES FASTER THAN A
WHORES DRAWERS.
ITs
CALLED--

1 GETAROUND, BOSS. You
KNOW HOW IT IS. JOHN CONSTANTINE
ASK YOUR OTHER HALF -~ HE
KNOWS ME,

CORRIGAN, TIM HUNTER .
TIMOTHY, THIS IS THE LATE
JIM CORRIGAN

f= Bt e
UM, HULLO.
I'VE NEVER MET
A DEAD PERGON
BEFORE.
a

1T CALLED
THE SPECTRE. WHO
ARE YOU2 HOW DO
YOU KNOWALL THIS2
COME ON INSIDE

50, YOU'RE
ENGLISH, HUH?Z
SYE, MITE, 'OWS
ABOWT A STYKE

AN KIDNEY POI,
‘EN A POINT OF

YER BIST IYLEZ

TALK JUST LIKE
/ACOCKNEY, ON'T 12
Y'SEE, T WENT TO ENGLAND
ACOUPLATIMES WHEN T
WAS WITH NYP2, You
OUGHT TO ARM YOUR
COPPERG, HEH-- BUT
You cALL THEM
BOBBIES, RIGHTZ

NOTME. T
THINK YOU'RE
THINKING OF
SOMEONE
ELSE.
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HE SAVED MY i )/ 50 1M BACK. T'VE
LIFE. E WAS GONG BEEN ALL THE WAY 1O

WHERE TOKILL ME. ¢ THE END OF TIME, AND

13 YOUROML, 3 : '
TMOTHYZ ZHsack,

YEAH. RIGHT.
THANKS. CAN'T
YOU BRING HIm

BAcK?2

S0, TIMOTHY, You YOU HAVE GLINPSEC
HAVE SEEN WHAT WE HAVE " THE WORLDS THAT TOUCH
SHOWN YOU. YOU HAVE YOUR OWN.

SEEN THE PAST. YoU HAVE

MET A HANDFUL OF THE g, You HAVE SEEN
PREGENT PRACTITIONERS THE BEGINNING, AND You
N OF THE ART. HAVE SEEN THE END.

IF YOU CHOOSE MAGIC,
YOU WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO
RETURN TO THE LIFE YOU ONCE
LIVED. YOUR WORLD MAY BE
MORE.., EXCITING BUT IT

WILL ALSO BE MORE
DANGEROUS. LESS
RELIABLE

AND ONCE You
BEGINTO WALK THE
PATH OF MAGIC, You
CAN NEVER STEP

OFF IT.

OR YOU CAN CHOOSE
THE PATH OF SCIENCE, OF
RATIONALITY. LIVE IN ANORMAL
WORLD, DIE A NORMAL DEATH,
LESS EXCITING, UNDOUBTEDLY,
BUT SAFER.
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WHAT DID
YOU RECKON TO
N\ THEREADINGZ /A

/ I DON'T KNOW.
SHE PIDN'TSEEM THAT
PLEASED TO SEE YOU.

AND DID You
REALLY STEAL HER ,
| WHAT WAS IT WD
£667

IN A MANNER OF
SPEAKING. I MEANT TO
RETURN T, BUT ITGOT

\ WERE You CLOSEZ

SLIGHTLY EKOKEN INA
SCUFFLE WITH ATROLL.
INBIRMINGHAM .

MM.ONCE. THERES
ALOTAYOUNG LAD CAN
LEARN FROMAN OLOER

wom,

| “OH,sURE. 'msksmzs

TROLLS IN BIRMINGHAM
ALL RIGHT. "

15 HEGAY 2
THIS JIM CORACLE
BLOKE.
CORRIGAN.
NOT THAT I KNOW,
OF. WHYZ

WELL, YOU WERE

TALKING ABOUT HIS OTHER

HALF, ANDSHE SAID
HE, AND,,,

HELLO.
PoYou HAVE AN
APPOINTMENT 2

THAT 8AYS ITS His

BOUL, SUPERCHARGELD,
SORT OF. HE!
NOT AS SUICH. b2

CAN You TELL YOUR

BOSS THAT MISTER

CONSTANTINE IS
HERETOSEE HIMZ

BEEN PEAD SINCE THE
LATE 1930s, AS T UINDER-
STAND IT. ONLY HEGOT

BROUGHT BACK.

AND SOMETHING
ELSE GOT BROUGHT
BACK WITH HIM-THERES
DIFFERENCES OF
(OPINION ABOUT EXACTLY
WHAT.

SCHOOL OF THOUGHT

THAT SUGGESTS TS

SOMETHING FAR
OLOER. "
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10U ARE OUT
OF YOUR TINY MING,
IF YOU THINK T'M
|EVER GOING To GET
INVOLVED IN ANOTHER

OF YOUR BLOODY
. FIASCOS:

¥

THE TRENCHCOAT
BRIGADE

THEIRS NOT
TO MAKE REPLY, THEIRS
BUT TODOANC DIE,
INTO THE VALLEY OF
DEATH RODE THE
SIX HUNDRED."

TENNYSON
NEVER STRUCK ME
AS YOUR KIND OF
POET, JOHN
CONSTANTINE.

"PETENTION ATSCHOOL,

DIN'T 12 I COULDON'T

HAVE BEEN MUCHOLDER
THAN 7/ AT THE TIHE.

YEAH. STOP IT.
IMNOT DEAP OR
ANYTHING. T FINE,

I THINK.

PLEASED TO W
SEE You.

THERE WAS THIS
WOMAN THERE . AT THE

§ NOT ENTIRELY.
WE CLOSED POWN
THE BROTHERHOOD OF
THE COLD FLAME,
AFTERALL. AND THEY
WOULD HAVE KILLED
TIMOTHY.

P50 INSTEAD WE -
HANDED Hit OVER TO
AMANIAC WHOS DONE

\ THE JOB FOR THEM.

TERRIFIC.

SHE SAID
HE'D HAVE TO
FIND HIS OWN way
BACK. SHE SAID He|
WAS GOING TO
HAVE TO WALK.

ENDOF TIME.SHE SENT

\ME BACK HERE.
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You euys ON
VACATION 2

NOT REALLY.

MISTER CONSTANTINE

1S TEACHING ME A
BIT ABOUT MAGIC.
INTRODUCING ME
TO PEOPLE.

ILove
YOUR BRITISH
SENSE OF HUMOR.

BENNY HILL AND
THAT MONTY
PYTHON

“GREAT TO MEET YOU.
IF EVER YOU NEEDA

|| PRIVATE DETECTIVE

BE SURE To CALLTHE
CORRIGAN AGENCY.
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HELLO, YOU'RE SURE. I WAS JUST
M Hur;rER’, AREN'T TALKIN’ TO A DUDE WHO GOT
YOU 2 HIMSELF KILLED TRYING TO
FIND OUT WHERE YOU

BRAND, BOSTON BRANC WERE.

PLEASED TO MEETCHA. THERES
BEEN A LOT OF NOISE ABOUT
You N THE NETHERWORLD'S,
KippPo.

LOOK, 1 HATE TO
BE PERSONAL, BUT.
ARE YOU MAD?

NOT THAT I'M

AWARE OF.
YEAH?Z SOTHIS GUY WAS PART
IT's JusT 1 FIGURED OF THE COLD FLAME, OR THE BLOOD
IT WAS YO OR ME, AND THAT y B RED MOON, OR THE DARK CIRCLE --
MEANS IT's PROBABLY ME. ONE OF THOSE SPOOKSHOWS.

THEY'RE
TRYING TO FINC
You, KIPDO.
You GoTTA
TAKE CARE OF

YOURSELF.

T DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT, AND TO BE HONEST, ANYTHING INTERESTING
I DON'T CARE. HAPPEN WHEN T WAS GONE,
THENZ

MINE WERE: "GEE,
FROM UP HERE ITALMOST
LOOKS LIKE THATGUY WITH
THE HOOK'S HOLDING
A RIFLE,.."
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NOT JOHN, YOUNG MASTER.
BUT JACK; FOR JACKO'DREAMS
15 A LACKWIT, OR JACK FOOL. A

JACKASS IF YOU WILL, WITH

A JACK-A-LANTERN' LIGHT.

A JACK-A-NAPES,
WHEN I TELL RIPOLES
AND MERRY TALES; JACK
PUDIING, WHEN T PLAYMY
PRANKS, AND JACK-OUT-
OF-OFFICE, WHEN TINE
COMESTOASTOR, AS
THE WISE ONES 5AY

WE HAVE NO WAY OF
MEASURING TIME HERE, AT THERE WERE
THE LEES OF IT. NO SUN OR STARS MORE OF Us,
0 GIVE US PAXS. CANDLES BURN AT ONCEONATIME,
PIFFERENT RATES, IN DIFFERENT
PLACES N THIS CASTLE, AND NO ATTHE ENC
WO HOURGLASSES AGREE, OF ALL .
SAVE THAT THE ENO WILL
BE SO0N.

THE HANGED MAN SANG
THAT WE WERE EVER) THING; ALL
THE PEOPLE, ALLTHE SoulLS, ALL
THE GODS, REDUCED TO A SCORE
OR 50 SHADOWS. BUT THE HANGED
MAN WAS ALMOST AS MAD AS
MY FOOL HERE ..,

AND I HAVE NOT
SEEN HIM FOR-- HOW )
LONG2 1 KNOW NOT.

INTHECASTLE ' [

You Look
LIKE GOMEONE
I KNOW.

DOESN'T

INTO THE TUNNELS THAT
HONEYCOMB THE CASTLE. AND
THENZ BACK IN TIME, PERCHANCE.
OR PO5SIBLY THEY GIMPLY CEASE

TO EXIST.

PERHAPS
WE 0o NoT
EXIST AT
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YESZ
GREETINGS,
VISITORS,

T WOULD OFFER YOU FOOL,
BUT WE HAVE SEEN NONE IN PAYS.
THE LOVERS WENT TOGETHER TO
FIND SOME, A TIME BACK, AND
THEY HAVE NOT RETURNED.

T TRUST
THE HIEROPHANT
HAS TOLD You OF

THIS PLACEZ

AND WHAT WiLL
You BE, CHILD, IF You
RETURN TO YOUR

OWN TIME 2
THEN You musT

ABLIP. THAT ISALL IT
15, ATINY PISCONTINUITY
AT THE END OF TIME.

A LASTCHANCE
TO GET ITRIGHT, SOME
SAY.

THE SPHINX
7/ CLAIMED THAT WE
ARE NOT REALLY HERE
ATALL. THAT WE ARE
AN JLLUSION, AN
OSCILLATION IN THE
FINAL EVENT

BUT WE FEEL

LIKE WE ARE REAL . WE
BICKER AND FIGHT AN
MAKE LOVE FOR WaRMTH
AN FOR COMFORT; We

HUDDLE TOGETHER,
AND DISTRUST ONE
ANOTHER

MEETOUR MAGICIAN,

MUSTN'T HE, MY
3 DEARZ

MAYBE
N AMAGICIAN
T'M NOT 5URE
YET.

THE
MAGICIAN
HAS GONE, MY
LADY. o You NoT
REMEMBER?

OH YES
1T COMES BACK
TO ME, NOW.
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HERE--HOW DI
WE DO THAT2

GET THROUGH /MMIGRATION,
AND CUSTOMS, ALL THAT. WE JUST
WALKED STRAIGHT THROUGH.

DON'T TELL ME. UM. T GET
INITIATED INTO THE DARK MYSTERIES
OF LOST LEMURIA AND ANCIENT
MU2

YOU GET TO RIDE IN
A NEW YORK TAXI CAB.

AN OLD FRIEND
B0 WHAT'S OF MINE.SHE'S GOING
IN GREENWICH TO BE PELIGHTED TO
VILLAGEZ SEE US. LOVELY LADY.

NOW, YOU'VE
GOT A NEW.
EXPERIENCE
COMING LIP.

GREENWICH
VILLAGE, PLEASE .
CHRISTY STREET.

SHE'S A
CARTOMANCER CALLS
HERSELF MAPAME

XANAPU.
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D We HAve
PUT ITOFF
00 LONG.

SAVE THAT A 3
LITTLE MAGIC 1S
A MOSTZANGEROUS
THING.
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YOU KNOW, WHEN I WAS A KID, T THOUGHTAMERICA WAS A MAGIC LAND. IT'S

50 BIG... ANDYOU'D HEAR ALL THAT STUFF ABOUT SUPERHEROES, AND YOU'D BELIEVE,
IT, BECAUSE ITWAS AMERICA.
WE'RE COMING IN

FOR A LANDING. IF YOU
LOOK OUTON THE LEFT.
You CAN SEE THE
ISLAND OF
MANHATTAN..,

T MEAN, WHEN T WAS A KIP <
IT WAS SOMEWHERE THAT ANYTHING
COULD HAPPEN. THEY HADALL THIS AND THEY HAD
INCREDIBLE STUFF, YOU KNOW, PIZZAS, i SUPERHEROES, AND MAGIC,
/AND FIRE HYDRANTS, AND HOLLYWOOD, AND ALIENS, AND, 1 DUNNO,
AND THE EMPIRE STATE BUILDING. ANCALL WE HAD WAS
SUPERCAR .

SATEIES

BEFORE YOUR TIME .
/ANYWAY, THEN I CAME OUT
TO AMERICA, AND I DIS-
COVERED IT WAS JUST LIKE
EVERY MOVIE OR TV SHOW
OR CLICHE ABOUT AMERICA
YOU'VE EVER HEARD
OR IMASINED.

|F You
CAN IMAGINE
IT.

I PREFER TO LIVE INA
COUNTRY THAT'S SMALL, ANC
OLD, AND WHERE NOONE WOULDP
EVER HAVE THE NERVE TO WEARA
CAPE IN PUBLIC, WHETHER THEY
COULDLEAP TALL BUILDINGS

IN A SINGLE BOUND OR NOT.
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1M SORRY. IT'6 JUST
YOU LOOK EXACTLY LIKE THIS
OKE T KNEW, BACK IN MY
TIME. JOHN CONSTANTINE . T
COULD HAVE SWORN HE
WAS YoU...

MORE KNOW ToM
FOOL THAN Tom FOOL.
KNOWS. OR 50 THEY
SAY.

MASTER. WOULD
YOU HEAR A FINE
RIDDLE, OR 5EE

ME JUGGLEZ

ARIDDLE. T SAT WITH
MYLOVE, AND T JRANK WITH
MY LOVE, AND MY LOVE SHE GAVE
ME LIGHT, T'LL GIVE ANY MAN
APINT O’ WINE, THAT'LL READ
MY RIDPLE RIGHT.

YOU SHALL HAVE
BOTH.

ONLY I DON'T HAVE
A PINT OF WINE .
PO
You GIVE
upz

P

T SATIN A CHAR
(JTP s02 MADE OF MY LOVES
BUT CAN You BONES, DRANK FROM HER

RIPOLE ITZ SKULL, AND SAW BY THE
LIGHT OF A CANDLE
MADE FROM HER FAT.

I gON'T
EVEN UNTERSTAND
THE QUESTION

HOW
ABOUT YOUR
FRIENDZ

THERE. ARE YouU
SATISFIED, FOOLZ LET
US LEAVE THIS PLACE,
TIMOTHY HUNTER ,

HANG ON. LISTEN,
JACK, OR WHATEVER YOUR
NAME 5. TM MEANT TO

BE LEARNING ABOUT

IT16 AN
EVIL RHYME, AN’
HAS AN EVIL
ANSWER
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NO PROBLEM.

I CAN TAKE CARE

OF HIM.

=
NYQTAA |
|

COMEONIN, TIM .
LET ME INTRODUCE YOU
PROPERLY.

I AM PLEASED TO
MEET YOU, CHILD. THE
CONSTANTINE HAS TOLDP
MEA LITTLE ABOUT
You. 81T POWN.

WE'REIN A
HURRY, MADAME
X. CAN'T WE

SKIP T2

NO. BUT WE
WILL DO THE
SIMPLEST OF
READINGS. SHUFFLE THE PACK,
UNTIL YoU FEEL COMFORTABLE

WITH IT, THEN HANP IT BACK
TO ME.

TIM, THIS LADY'S
CALLED MAPAME XANAPU.
MADAMEX, THIS IS TIM

HUNTER.

FOUR CARDS : EVERY THING
16 HERE, CHILD. ELEMENTS, HUMORS,
AND THE CORNERS OF THE WORLD.
HMM. ALL
MATOR ARCANA,
ALTHOUGH I'0'VE
BEEN SURPRISED
HAD THEY BEEN
ANYTHING ELSE.
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SONNY-BOY, COME
HERE! COME BACK. COME
AN TAKE YOUR MEDICINE,

YOU DON'T UNPERSTAND HOW
POWERFUL YOU MIGHT BE. T.,, TCAN
SEE 10U, BOY. SOMETIMES. YoU SHINE
LIKE ABEACON IN THE DARKNESS, BUT
TOERR (S HUMAN. ALL OF S ARE

TAINTED WITH SIN. NONE OF
US 15 PERFECT.

AND T DON'T
NEED £YES 1O
FING You, BOY,

CAN LSE MY

Yol ARE TimoTHy
STOP THAT, NOW. S HUNTER, YOU ARE -
THIS (5 NEITHER MEET
NOR PROPER, BEHAVING
THUS, AT THE ENG OF
ALL THINGS.

GET U,
ANC STANGZ
AWAY FROM

EACH

INMY BOOK. ONE
MOMENT.






OEBPS/Image00058.jpg
OHN CONSTANTINE !
HOW ZARE YOl COME INTO
’
ENTER, THIG PLACE. GET OUT !
FREELY AND UM. MADAME X
UNAFRAID,., LOOKING LOVELY AS \
USUAL .You HAVEN'T
AGED A DAY.

DO NoT ATTEMPT TO
FLATTER ME,YOU, YOU
SNEAK-THIEF! IF YOU THINK'
T'VE FORGOTTEN HOW You
TREATED METHE LAST
TIME YOU WERE HERE.,,

/... HOW YOU WORMELD
YOUR WAY INTO MY CONFIDENCE,
PURELY NORDER TO STEAL
THE WINDS EGG.

7/ I SHOULDREND You I WILL GIVE YOU JusT 3
LIMB FROM LIM8. 1 SHOULD TEN SECONDS TO GETOU AND STAND

SETHARPIES TOTEAR OUT OF HERE, JOHN CONSTANTINE OUTBIPE A
YOUR EYES AND FOUL THEN IWILL, T WILL... SEC;, wiLL
\ o2

YOUR FOOP.

=
HOW YOU DARE TO
STEP INTO MY HOME, INTO MY
PLACE oF POWER. WHY, T'VE
A GOODP MIND TO..,

Uum. wouLp
ITHELP IF I SAID
I WAS SORRY 2.
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WHERE
ARE WE NOWZ
WHAT DO You

OH. GREAT. WELL, ONCE
YOU'VE BEEN TO THE END OF
THE UNIVERSE, WHAT ELSE
16 THERE TO PO? 1'0 WRITE
MY NAME ON SOMETHING,
NOTHING. BUT THERE'S NOTHING

1T’ NOT EVEN TO WRITE ON
BLACK. IT'S

I CANGO
NO FURTHER
THIS 16 THE \ 7 ALL
ENG, TIM \ RIGHT. LETE
. GO BACK HOME

VERY WELL
COME HERE. LET
ME HoLD You

WHAT'S THAT,
BEHIND YOUR BACKZ
WHAT ARE You
HOLOINGZ

GOING ONZ
WHATS WITH =
A u”;/’ You CANNCT
HURTME. MINE 16 4
\ THE GLORY OF
1 DON'T WANT TO | ’?‘3’%@’;’”
HURT You, TIMOTHY. T = UNSULLIED,
WANT TO PROTECT YOU P ; 5
FROM THE WORLD. BECAUSE % R
IT COULD CORRUPT YOU
THERE ARE WOMEN OUT
THERE, TIMOTHY, LEGS'
AND BREASTS AND
THIGHS AND,

THIS 5 ~
FOR YOUROWN SO YOU BRING
GOOp. ME HERE, WHERE

THERES ABSOLUTELY.
NO CHANCE OF ANYONE

RESCUING ME2
YEAH--THATS COURAGE

ALL RIGHT.
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HMMM.,, THEGE CARDS MIGHT
BE PEOPLE, OR CONDITIONS, OR
TIMES. OR MOR
FOUR MENZ OR
THREE MEN AND ONE
WOMAN....
1AMSORRY. WITH MORE

TIME,PERHAPS,., BUT YOU MUST
BE OFF, I SEE. YOU RIPE THE
WHEEL OF FORTUNE, TRAVEL

WITH THE GAMBLER.

NORMALLY T EXPECT A GIFT FROM MY
QUERENTS. BUT I THINK IN 7H/& CASE, T
HAVE SOMETHING FOR YOU.

1S CORRIGAN
ABOUT YETZ

I wouLp
EXPECTSO.

HE GOES WHERE
CORRIGAN DOES,
THESE DAYS.

BEWARE
TUSTICE .

HERE, TIMOTHY.
BEFORE You GO

IT/8 Yo-Y0,
A IGN'T IT/

RIGHT,
WE'LL HEAD
ON UPSTAIRS,
THEN. TAKE
CARE, LOVE.
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GO BACK TO YOUR
OWN TIME, ERIK. BUT
You'LL HAVE TO GO
THE HARD WAY,

I'M AFRAIC.

YOU DON'T UNDERSTANZ,
IT%6 OKAY. I ToOK 116 IMPOSS/BLE. WERE TOO
You BILLIONS OF YEARS FAR FORWARC--WE CAN'T
AGO. YOU'LL GET THERE GO BACK
EVENTUALLY.

DON'T BE
S/LLY. OF COURSE
YOU CAN. BUT YOU ARE
GOING TO HAVE To oo IT
THE HARD WAY. WEREN'T
You LISTENING 2

YOU'RE
GOING TOHAVE
TO WALK BACK
STEP BY STEP
ACROSS A HUNDRED
BILLION YEARS,

WHAT ABOUT
MEZ AN I GOING
TO HAVE TO WALK
ALL THE WAY BACK

THROUGH TIME,

GET
GOING, ERIK
WE'VE GOT AN
APPOINTMENT IN

SAMARA.

NO.
YoU'VE
WALKEP FAR
ENOUGH.

CLOSE
YOUR EYES,
TIMOTHY...
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“THE FIRST CARD TELLS US
WHERE YOU HAVE COME FROM.

“THE ANCIENT. ONE WHO OBSERVES, BUT
REMAINS SILENT. A WISE MAN WILL--NO, HAS
ALREADY-- INTRODUCED YOU TO SECRET
KNOWLEDGE. SOMEONE TERRIBLY OLL, WHO
DOES NOT SOCIALIZE. 1 SEE TIMES GONE.

"THE EMPRESS, STRANGE, SOMEONE WHO
UNDERSTANDS -- OR 1S IN TOUCH WITH--THEIR
FEMALE SIDE. A WOMAN-- POS5IBLY MORE
THAN ONE WOMAN LOOMS LARGE . SHE GUARDS
BOMETHING WHICH SHE MAY YET GIVE TO YOu.

A DAY WORLD, AND ANIGHT WORLD,.,

“THE SECOND CARD TELLS US
WHERE YOU ARE RIGHT NOW.

“THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE. SOMEONE
UNRELIABLE, A GAMBLER. SEIZE YOUR
OPPORTUINITIES, WHEN THEYARE PRESENTED
O YOU. ADVENTURE COMES TOYOU, AND
DANGER-- YOU ARE IN GREAT DANGER,, IF
I AMNOT MISTAKEN. AND T'M NOT.

TUSTICE, REVERSED. HMM-- SOMEONE CLOSE
TO YoU AGAIN_ADECISION TO BE MADE . THE
BLIND JUPGE PREPARED TO CUTTHE BABY IN
HALF. ATINE OF GREAT PARKNESS.”






OEBPS/Image00181.jpg
AH YES-- THERE 15
A FOOTNOTE TO THIS
EFFECT, IN AN EARLY CHAPTER
I HAG ALMOST FORGOTTEN.
YOU ARE FAR FROMYOUR
OWN TIME, MORTALS,

80, MY DAY 15 DONE . HOW
STRANGE . WE CALLED OURSELVES
THE ENDLESS; BUT ONLY TWO OF

US ARE LEFT, HERE AT THE

ENC OF EVERYTHING.

IT SOMETIMES SEEMEL
AS IF T WOULD NEVER TURN

HULLO, Bl
BROTHER.

You. I KNOW
YOU. YOU'VE COME
FOR THE BOY, HAVEN'T
You?z NoT ME. You
HAVEN'T COME
FOR ME.

THE FINAL PAGE; NEVER IT 15 ARELIEF
CLOSE MY BOOK FOR THE TOLAY POWN MY
LAST TIME. BURCEN, MY SISTER.

I'M SORRY. 1
CAN'T LET EITHER
OF Yol STAY HERE
ANP WATCH. YOU 5E
THIS REALLY /S IT.
THE UNIVERSE [
OVER .

T’ My JoB

E,

T0 PUT ITALL IN ORDER, You TWO HAVE
NOW, AND LOCK THE ~ " TO GO. APART FROM

PLACE BEHING ME ANYTHING

ELSE, YoU'?

AST LEAVE. JUST BE CLUTTERING
THINGS LIP.

TIM,

HELLO,
£. NO, I' NOT HERE FOR
E/THER OF Yoil. 17001
BOTH OF You LONG AGO.
BUT IT%5 NICE TO SEE
You AGAIN

T'M HERE
FOR THE UINIVERSE
AND FOR YOU,

BROTHER DESTINY.

ERIK. YOUR

THIS 15 YOUR GLASSES.

Yo-Yo.

MISTER E.
NOT ERIK. T'M
MISTER E, AND
I MUST KILL

Him

NO.THAT
BURDEN WILL
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