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THE TENDOS

Akane Tendo

A martial artist, tomboy
and Ranma’s reluctant
fiancée. Has no clue who
“P-chan” really is.

Soun Tendo
Head of the Tendo
household and owner
of the Tendo Dojo.

Kasumi Tendo
Sweet-natured eldest
daughter and substitute
mother figure for the
Tendo family.

Nabiki Tendo
Always ready

to make a buck

off others’ suffering,
coldhearted capitalist
Nabiki is the middle
Tendo daughter.

THE SUITORS

Tatewaki Kuno

Blustering upperclassman who is the
kendo team captain. In love with both
Akane and girl Ranma.

Shampoo

Chinese Amazon warrior who
wants to kill girl Ranma and

marry boy Ranma. Changes
into a cute kitty cat.

Happosai

Martial arts master who trained

Ryoga Hibiki

A martial artist with a grudge
Cologne against Ranma, a crush
Shampoo’s great- on Akane and no sense of
grandmother, a martial direction. Changes into a
artist and devious piglet Akane calls “P-chan.”
matchmaker.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

THE SAOTOMES

Ranma Saotome

Martial artist with an ego that won't
let him quit. Changes into a girl when
splashed with cold water.

Genma Saotome
Ranma’s irresponsible

father, recently returned

from training his son in China.
Changes into a panda.

STORY SO FAR

The Tendos are an average, run-of-the-mill
Japanese family—at least on the surface.
Soun Tendo is the owner and proprietor

of the Tendo Dojo, where “Anything-Goes
Martial Arts” is practiced. Like the name
says, anything goes and usually does.

When Soun’s old friend Genma Saotome
comes fo visit, Soun’s three lovely young
daughters—Akane, Nabiki and Kasumi—are
told that it's time for one of them to become
the fiancée of Genma'’s teenage son, as
per an agreement made between the two
fathers years ago. Youngest daughter
Akane—who says she hates boys—is
quickly nominated for bridal duty by her
sisters.

Unfortunately, Ranma and his father have
suffered a strange accident. While training
in China, both plunged info one of many
cursed springs at the legendary martial
arts training ground of Jusenkyo. These

springs transform the unlucky dunkee info
whoever—or whatever—drowned there
hundreds of years ago.

From then on, a splash of cold water
turns Ranma’s father info a giant panda,
and Ranma becomes a beautiful, busty
young woman. Hot water reverses the
effect...but only until next time.

Ranma and Genma weren‘t the only ones
to take the Jusenkyo plunge—it isn’t long
before they meet other members of the
“cursed.” And although their parents are
still determined to see Ranma and Akane
marry and carry on the dojo, Ranma seems
to have a strange talent for accumulating
extra fiancées, and Akane has a few suitors
of her own. Will the two ever work out their
differences and get rid of all these exira
people, or will they just call the whole
thing off? And will Ranma ever get rid of
his curse?
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Rumiko Takahashi

The spotlight on Rumiko Takahashi's career began in 1978 when
she won an honorable mention in Shogakukan’s annual New
Comic Artist Contest for Those Selfish Aliens. Later that same year,
her boy-meets-alien comedy series, Urusei Yatsura, was serialized
in Weekly Shonen Sunday.This phenomenally successful manga
series was adapted into anime format and spawned a TV series
and half a dozen theatrical-release movies, all incredibly popular
in their own right. Takahashi followed up the success of her debut
series with one blockbuster hit after another—Maison Ikkoku ran
from 1980 to 1987, Ranma % from 1987 to 1996, and Inuyasha from
1996 to 2008. Other notable works include Mermaid Saga, Rumic
Theater, and One-Pound Gospel.

Takahashi won the prestigious Shogakukan Manga Award twice
in her career, once for Urusei Yatsura in 1981 and the second time
for Inuyasha in 2002. A majority of the Takahashi canon has been
adapted info other media such as anime, live-action TV series,
and film.Takahashi’s manga, as well as the other formats her work
has been adapted into, have continued to delight generations of
fans around the world. Distinguished by her wonderfully endearing
characters, Takahashi’s work adeptly incorporates a wide variety
of elements such as comedy, romance, fantasy, and martial arts.
While her series are difficult to pin down into one simple genre,
the signature style she has created has come to be known as the
“Rumic World.” Rumiko Takahashi is an artist who truly represents
the very best from the world of manga.
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