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tries to be a good "big sister" until he can find the real Yuna Kurimi. But will
he ever find her? And will he ever get his real face back?
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THAT HUGE
PUDDLE!

WEAR IS ’
z 5011/(57’

RANDO GETS HIS LUNDERWEAR
WET ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL,
AND RUNS TO A CONVENIENCE
STORE, BUT FOR SOME REASON
THEY'RE SOLD OUT. WITHOUT
ANY OTHER RECOURSE, RANDO
GOES TO SCHOOL WITH NO
UNDERWEAR ON. ON TOP OF
THAT, THE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
HAS BAD THINGS
PLANNED...AND SO GOES THE
STORY. IT WAS A SILLY STORY
THAT DIDN'T MATTER AT ALL (OR
DID IT?), SO T THOUGHT T
COULD FIT IT IN ANYTIME, AND T
ENDED UP FINISHING THE
SERIES WITHOUT USING IT.
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IT'S BEEN ONE YEAR SINCE THIS STORY BEGAN, AND 1
MANAGED TO FINISH IT, SO I'M RELIEVED.

THINKING BACK, IT WAS MY THIRD EDITOR SHIMADA'S
COMMENT "I'D LIKE TO SEE SOMETHING LIKE A SCHOOL
COMEDY" THAT WAS THE INSPIRATION. I THOUGHT "THAT'S A
GOOD GENRE FOR FIRST-TIME MANGA CREATORS. IT SEEMS
LIKE SOMETHING T WOULD BE GOOD AT.” SO JUST TO TRY
IT, I DREW A ONE-SHOT STORY AND THAT WAS THE BEGIN-
NING. BEFORE T REALIZED IT, THAT STORY HAD TURNED INTO
A SERIES AND PRETTY FACE WAS BORN. BUT ALTHOUGH
I'D MANAGED TO START IT, HOW SHOULD I GO ON? IT WAS
A TOUGH PROCESS OF TRIAL AND ERROR. T HAD THE
DRAWING ABILITY TO MAKE GIRLS CUTE ENOUGH TO CATCH
THE EYE. THE STORY FELL INTO A LOVE COMEDY PATTERN,
AND ENDED UP BEING A "CHAPTER BY CHAPTER, GAG-FILLED
SCHOOL COMEDY" SERIES. I LIKED COMING UP WITH
RIDICULOUS STORIES, SO OVERALL THE WORK WAS FUN.
ON THE OTHER HAND, T WORKED SO SLOW THAT THE
DEADLINE WAS ALWAYS HARSH. (HEH)

MY FAVORITE STORIES, FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, WERE:
"IF YOU GET PAST THE IMPOSSIBLE,
THEN IT SOUNDS PLAUSIBLE.”
"PRETTY FACE"
"YUKIE-CHAN IN LOVE"
"MANABECRANDO+2T1)=TIR"

THAT'S ABOUT IT. AS AN AUTHOR, T THINK I WRITE BETTER
STORIES WHEN THE TENSION IS HIGH. THE THINGS T
REGRET ARE NOT BEING ABLE TO WRITE STORIES ABOUT
RANDO AND RINA WHEN RANDO WAS A GUY, AN EPISODE
WHERE RANDO'S YOUNGER BROTHER ENTERS THE SCHOOL
(T PLANNED TO PAIR HIM WITH NATSUO), RANDO (YUNA)
WINNING THE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL KARATE COMPETITION,
THE DAY YUNA OFFICIALLY RETURNS, AND ALL SORTS OF
OTHER STORIES THAT I COULDN'T DRAW BEFORE THE
SERIES ENDED. IF IT HAD GONE ON A LITTLE LONGER I
WOULD HAVE WRITTEN "THE REVENGE OF APOLLO" (A
CONTINUATION OF CHAPTER 8).
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FOR THE FINAL EPISODE, I DEBATED WHETHER TO REVEAL
WHAT HAPPENED TO RANDO'S FAMILY AND WHETHER TO
HAVE RANDO TELL RINA THE TRUTH. AFTER A LOT OF
THOUGHT, IT TURNED OUT THE WAY YOU SAW. I COULD
HAVE GONE THE WAY OF REVEALING THE UNREVEALED PLOT
ELEMENTS, BUT I FELT LIKE IF I DID THAT THEN THIS
WORLD WOULD REALLY END. T FELT REALLY SAD ABOUT
THAT, SO I ENDED THE STORY WITHOUT TOUCHING ON THEM.
I'M SURE THERE ARE SOME READERS WHO ARE DISAP-
POINTED, BUT WHEN I HEAR ABOUT THE RESPONSE TO THE
LAST EPISODE, I THINK T MADE THE RIGHT CHOICE AND I
COMFORT MYSELF WITH THAT.

I RECEIVED A LOT OF FAN LETTERS DURING THE SERIES
AND THAT CHEERED ME A LOT. T WAS ESPECIALLY PLEASED
THAT PEOPLE LIKED THE MAIN CHARACTER RANDO SO MUCH.

AT FIRST, T WAS WORRIED THAT HE MIGHT GET BRUSHED
OFF WITH THE SINGLE WORD “SICKO." T WAS HARDLY ABLE
TO WRITE ANY REPLIES, BUT I READ ALL YOUR LETTERS.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

PRETTY FACE WAS CREATED IN A GREAT ENVIRONMENT,
BLESSED BY ITS READERS AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO
WORKED ON IT. EVERY WEEK THE EDITORS WORRIED AND
FRETTED WITH ME, AND THE STAFF FOUGHT WITH ME TO
REACH THE DEADLINE. MY STAFF AND ASSISTANTS WERE
INCREDIBLY TALENTED, AND THEY WERE ALL GREAT PEOPLE
WHO HELPED ME OUT. ALSO OF GREAT HELP WERE MY
EDITORS, THE COMICS EDITORS AND MANY OTHERS. A
MANGA I1SN'T SOMETHING THAT IS WRITTEN BY THE AUTHOR
ALONE. WITHOUT THEIR HELP, T WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO FINISH THIS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

AS I FINISH THIS LETTER, I REALIZE THAT THIS IS FARE-
WELL TO RANDO AND THE OTHERS. IT WAS A LONG YEAR
AND A SHORT YEAR. I HOPE THE DAY COMES SOON WHEN 1
CAN WORK HARD TO CREATE MORE CHARACTERS LIKE THEM
WHO INSPIRE SUCH ATTACHMENT.

LET'S MEET AGAIN SOMETIME.

YASUHIRO KANO  20032.9.1
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